
Unshakable Contentment 
 

Introduction: 
If you are part of a family that enjoys board games, you’re probably aware of that 

one sibling or parent that is really good at cheating. Before you start pointing fingers, let 
me submit to you that few cheaters can compare to Jerome Jacobson whose 
McDonald’s Monopoly game scam netted over $24 million.  

 
In the late 80s and 90s, Jerome was the director of security for the marketing 

company assigned to deliver the winning Monopoly game pieces that were then to be 
sent to random McDonald’s across the nation. Instead, Jerome found ways to swap out 
the winning tickets with ordinary tickets and then sold the winning tickets to friends and 
family. They then either sold the tickets again or redeemed them for prizes like a Dodge 
Viper or the coveted Boardwalk piece worth a million dollars. Eventually, the FBI caught 
up after all the winners were popping up in specific areas of Florida and Georgia. 

 
Jerome, who was 58 at the time of his arrest, was later sentenced in 2003 to 

serve 37 months in prison and pay more than $12.5 million in restitution.  
 

 Money. A person’s drive for money can lead him to do what one might not 
otherwise do. 1 Timothy reminds us that the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. 
And this love of money can be so strong that some have wandered away from the faith. 
A person’s love for money can cause him to pile up debt faster than he can pay it back 
down. 
 

However, the accumulation of debt is not the most serious money problem one 
can face. The most serious money problem is the worship of it. As Christians, we battle 
against the desire to make life about our wants and desires. There is a struggle in each 
of our hearts to elevate our own desires above God’s will and purpose for our lives. Our 
lives are meant to be lived in worship of our creator and our bank account is meant to 
serve that end. 
 

This life and what we are able to possess is not able to be for us or accomplish in 
us what only our Savior can. All the blessings and goodness of this life are intended to 
point us to the one who is our holy and awesome Creator who has provided for us 
already what will ultimately and completely satisfy every longing of our hearts in the gift 
of his Son. Money cannot purchase for us that which God in his kindness and grace has 
already provided. The money we earn and fill our bank account with is meant to function 
for us as a billboard, directing us to the grandeur of the goodness and faithfulness of our 
heavenly Father toward us. 



 
The purpose of God’s gift of money is far greater than the provision of our 

personal needs and wants. Our money is a gift from God and we are called to steward 
this gift for the sake of the One who is infinitely greater. 
 

So, how do we do this? How do we get to a place where can sever the tie that 
binds money to the purpose of serving me and my own personal kingdom? How do we 
get there? Paul in his letter to the church at Philippi provides us with some insight and 
direction on this topic. 

 
So let’s look read our text now. Philippians 4:10-20. 
 

Philippians 4:10-20 
10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern 

for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I 
am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be 
content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and 
need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
 

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves 
know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into 
partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica 
you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 not that I seek the gift, but I seek the 
fruit that increases to your credit. 18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well 
supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a 
sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of 
yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Background: 

In this letter to the church at Philippi, the apostle Paul who is in prison at the time 
writes to express his affection and appreciation for those at the church in Philippi. He 
mentions that he is joyful at the mere thought of them, he thanks God for them and 
prays for them. As we move through chapters 1&2 of the letter Paul instructs them how 
to live for Christ. Then in chapter 3, he corrects the false teaching and then stresses 
that he is not perfect but that he is pressing on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  

 



In chapter 4 Paul calls them to rejoice in the Lord, to pray instead of being 
anxious. Then in the passage directly preceding our text Paul urges the believers to put 
into practice Christian virtues so that the peace of God will be with them. Paul is 
pressing in here for them to live a life of godliness and in doing so, they will experience 
peace. 

 
Paul then continues that theme down into our text. 
 
In his commentary on Philippians, John Stott writes about the contentment of the 

Apostle Paul. Stott writes first about others who when they are faced with tribulations or 
persecutions; they quickly leave the faith. But then Stott writes this about Paul: 

 
“None of these things moved Paul. As he turns to autobiography in these closing 

verses of [Philippians], he is a man of unshakable contentment.” 
 

Proposition and Transition: 
 Today it is my aim to share with you that by grace we can live with unshakable 
contentment for the glory of God. And I will seek to accomplish this by pointing out three 
truths about contentment from our passage. And these three truths will make up our 
points. 

 
1. Contentment is Established in Grace v10-13 
2. Contentment is Nurtured in Generosity v14-18 
3. Contentment is Rooted in Faithfulness v19-20 

 
1. Contentment is Established in Grace v10-13 
 

Explanation: V10 
Our passage opens in verse 10 with, “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at 

length you have revived your concern for me.” For the third time between chapters 3 & 4 
Paul pens the word rejoice. And here his joy is a result of the believers reviving concern 
for him. 

 
Paul using the word reviving carries the idea of “blooming again” after having 

been dormant for a period of time. And the idea behind the word “concern” is that they 
have a shared mindset. So there is a blooming again of this shared mindset. And like 
one who is excited for the flowers of spring after winter, Paul is excited to see the 
blossoming of this mindset once again in the church at Philippi. 

 



But Paul wants to be clear. He does not want them to misunderstand his heart 
behind what he is writing. He states, “You were indeed concerned for me, but you had 
no opportunity.” He knows the church had not forgotten him. All along the Philippians 
had concern for Paul, what was lacking was the opportunity to physically express that 
concern. No blame is stated here as to why the church did not have the opportunity. 
Maybe it was the nature of Paul’s imprisonment, maybe their own poverty, it was clearly 
something that was out of their control. 

 
V11 
Moving on to verse 11, Paul makes it clear again that he’s not disappointed in 

their inability to provide a gift to him and he’s also not begging for a gift. Paul is clearly 
stating two somewhat contradictory things: thanks for the gift, I’m good in Christ. He 
wasn’t sulking in prison, feeling neglected. On the contrary, he is content no matter the 
circumstance. His attitude and feelings of appreciation give way to an expression of joy 
that is not dependent on the provision of material needs since he has learned to be 
content in whatever state he finds himself. Then he further develops this idea of 
contentment.  
 

V12-13 
In verse 12 Paul starts off by describing what he means when he wrote verse 11 

the words “whatever situation I’m in…” He writes about being brought low or abounding. 
What Paul is doing here is creating a spectrum for all that life brings and what it entails. 
Whether he is found in poverty or has a plush bank account, he is content. For Paul, 
contentment is not circumstantial. Life can move quickly from one extreme to another, 
but his contentment remains steady. Why? Well he writes that it is because of a secret 
that he is then happy to share with us. 
 
 And the secret is found in the familiar verse 13. He writes I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me.  
 
 The ESV Expositional Commentary helps us with how to rightly apply this verse, 
it states: 
 “The scope of “all things” involves the hardships and prosperity of verse 12. This 
verse should not be interpreted as a promise that believers can do anything they desire 
to do. It is not a promise that God will give every believer the strength to compete in the 
Olympics if they so desire. The secret is supremely Christological; it has no content 
apart from Christ and his empowering presence. Paul is carrying out the Great 
Commission with the power and presence of Christ. Paul can do all things through 
Christ because Christ has “all authority in heaven and on earth” and is always with Paul 
- even “to the end of the age” (Matt 28:18, 20). In other words, Christ’s power and 



presence encompasses the whole human existence; there is nowhere Paul could go 
and nothing he could experience that could ever take him beyond the tender and strong 
empowering embrace of Christ.” 
 

Application: 
 And friends, so it is for us. If you have been bought with a price, if you are in 
Christ, then you are empowered by Christ and his grace whether in facing plenty or 
hunger, to live a godly life for him.  
 

Verse 13 is not a pithy verse we hang on our walls to remind us that we can 
achieve all our personal dreams for our own self-exaltation.  No, it is a promise from 
God that our godliness is fueled by grace in our Savior. He is the strength that we need 
to be who we are called to be in Scripture even to the end of the age to the praise of his 
glorious grace. Hang that on your wall.  
 

And so it is in grace that contentment is established in my life. And that grace 
flows from Christ and his work in me. Too often my contentment is closely tied to the 
amount of wealth that I amass. My bank account is closely tied to my contentment in 
this life. The money that God gives me is not meant to fund my self-centered, self-
indulging, self-pleasing kingdom of one. This battle for the throne of my heart is a battle 
that will continue throughout life. So I must remind myself time and again that eternity 
and heaven are coming. This is not paradise. And God uses the reminder of the truth of 
eternity as a grace to help protect me from a love of money.  
 

One of the beauties of our salvation is that when we are saved by grace, God 
and his grace does not leave us to figure life out for ourselves. Grace not only rescues 
us but it continues its work in us until the end of our time here. Grace works in me to 
open my eyes to the truth that this life is not about me and what I want and what I 
desire. So by grace, we will be convicted again and again, and, by grace, we will be 
forgiven again and again, and by grace, we will be empowered to live for Christ again 
and again. And then by grace, we will take another step forward towards living a 
contented life for the glory of God.  
 

John Stott writes, 
“The key to it all is in Christ Jesus. He mediates to us all the benefits and 

blessings of God. More than that, he is himself the sum of all the blessings… …and it is 
Christ whom he offers to us as the means and guarantee of our contentment. For Paul, 
the person who possesses Christ possesses all.” 
 



The key is that we are in Christ Jesus. It is grace that works in us. It is by grace 
that our hearts can be effectively changed so that our possessions and wealth don’t 
determine our contentment. I can do all things through him who strengthens me. May 
that be our cry, not so that we might obtain all that we in our flesh desire, but to live 
godly lives by the grace of God and for his glory. 
 
Contentment is established in grace. 
 
2. Contentment is Nurtured in Generosity v14-18 

Explanation: V14-16 
We move to verses 14 & 15 in our text and we notice a small break in the flow 

indicated by the little word, “yet.” Paul creates this break in his letter to pause for a 
moment and emphasize something of importance. Paul returns to a theme that is seen 
throughout this letter. He writes “it was good of you to share in my troubles.” Then in 
verse 15 he writes, …no church entered into partnership with me in giving and 
receiving.” The words share in verse 14 and partnership in verse 15 have the same root 
word. The idea is that they are partakers together or in close partnership or in fellowship 
with one another. 

 
It's a theme that is seen earlier in Philippians 1:5, 1:7, 2:1, and 3:10. Paul was 

grateful to the Philippians for the shared partnership for the sake of the gospel and he 
highlights this theme in and throughout his letter. Oh, how valuable partnership in the 
gospel is for us as a church. I cannot take the appropriate amount of time right now to 
highlight this critical value that is shared in our family of churches. But let us be people 
who are… “committed to applying the gospel together in relationships that foster mutual 
encouragement, care, and a glad pursuit of Christlikeness.” Sovereign Grace Shared 
Values 

 
Paul sets apart his friends in the church at Philippi. He commends them as the 

only church that came to his aid in this moment of need. Then again in verse 16 he 
commends them for sending provisions on multiple occasions. This church saw Paul’s 
needs and stepped in with generosity to care for him. 

 
John Stott comments on their generosity. He writes… 
“As Paul saw it, such a generous sentiment was inseparable from Christian 

relationships. It was, in fact, a means of Christian fellowship, and (Paul) commends and 
approves of it as such… His need was not a remote thing to them. They felt it 
themselves. It touched them at the point of fellowship and they responded, and in Paul’s 
estimation did beautifully in so acting. It was an admirable thing to do. One member was 
suffering and all took note.”  



 
Let me commend you all. So often this is seen here at Living Hope Church. Many 

of you move towards people and opportunities to serve. This church is a generous 
church. Generous with its time, energies, and finances. Eager to serve the Lord with 
gladness. So often when one member suffers, many of you take note. Thank you for 
your example of generosity.  

 
V17 
Once again in verse 17 Paul is sure to address the possibility of 

misunderstanding his appreciation as a call for increased gifts. He wants them to know 
that he is not driven by his own gain but is seeking their own interests. Specifically, he 
sought the fruit that increases to their credit. He was driven by the spiritual investment 
that they stood to gain. Please know that your pastors desire this for you as well. That 
our heart for you is that you would grow and increase in godliness. Knowing that 
godliness with contentment is great gain. Our desire is for you is to lay up treasures in 
heaven. To be assured of a future reward. And we are so glad as we recall so many of 
you here who are weekly adding to your heavenly account. We are excited about what 
God is doing through you and eager to see you continue to reap wonderful, eternal 
blessings. 

  
V18 
Then in verse 18 Paul assures them that he is well taken care of. He assures 

them that they need not worry about his situation. He indeed is well supplied, because 
of their gifts. Their gifts strengthened Paul’s contentment. He describes their gifts to him 
as a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. The ideas of 
acceptable and pleasing sacrifices are steeped in the OT and help lead us to 
understand that our lives as Christians are to be devoted to God in worship. 

 
Exodus 29:18… 
It is a burnt offering to the LORD. It is a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the 

LORD. 
 
At times Paul uses priestly language to describe Christian service. This imagery 

serves to direct us to see how God views the generosity and care of his people. This 
church saw a need and stepped up to care for Paul in a sacrificial way and God was 
pleased in it. 

 
 
 
 



Application: 
 May we be eager to move towards being a generous people. When we keep our 
eternity in mind and allow the gospel to shape our lives we become a joyfully generous 
people. 
 
Chad Haygood wrote on the topic of generosity in the latest Sovereign Grace Journal. In 
his article he wrote, 
 

“One surprising effect of my new application of the gospel was the joy that I 
discovered through generosity. Once a greedy, covetous, and selfish man, the gospel 
taught me that it is truly more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). In short, I 
came to realize that gospel people are generous people. We delight in generosity 
because God has been incomprehensibly generous to us.” 
 

Our Savior became poor for us so that we could be incomprehensibly rich in 
grace. Generosity is always tempered in some way by sacrifice. And we see this with 
the amazing gift of our Savior. In the generous giving of his life he sacrificed himself so 
that we could be the recipients of mercy. 

 
The money we are given by God is a means of grace to be used in such a way 

that allows God’s invisible generosity to be made visible. We are his generous 
representatives in this world. We are the hands and feet that administer physical help in 
times of need. We are the means that God uses to fund the mission of the gospel, to 
further advance the growth of his kingdom. God blesses us with money so that we can 
have actual, physical, tangible means through which we can display the beauty of God’s 
glorious grace in generosity. 

 
We must not approach generosity with the mindset of a financial investor 

considering the cost-benefit analysis. No, we should be people who joyfully give for the 
sake of God’s kingdom. Scripture points us to this life of generous, sacrificial living. We 
read in… 
 

2 Corinthians 5:15 
[15] [Jesus] died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves 

but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 
 

Ephesians 4:28 
[28] Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with 

his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 
 



Notice this verse does not say, let thief no longer steal but let him work to provide 
for himself a big house and sweet cars - no, it is work that so he may share. We live our 
lives for our Savior and when we are changed into his image, it looks like a life of 
generosity. The gospel changes us to live not for the glory of ourselves but to find peace 
and contentment in living for him which then frees us to give with joy. God loves a 
cheerful giver because when we give sacrificially and generously with joy we are 
pointing others to the cross where his generosity is most clearly seen. That’s what this 
church in Philippi did for Paul. Their sacrifice was pleasing to God because it accurately 
reflected his generosity to them. The church was happy to send the gifts and Paul’s 
contentment grew for he was well supplied through these gifts. 

 
May our generosity be soaked in the gospel of Jesus Christ so that we may give 

liberally and joyfully, pointing others to our heavenly Father and his generous love for 
us, and may God be pleased with our sacrifice. May our giving be used by him to build 
in others' contentment in all that God is for them.  

 
This is contentment nurtured in generosity. 

 
3. Contentment is Rooted in Faithfulness v19-20 
 Explanation: v19 

As we move to the final two verses of our text Paul recognizes that his 
contentment is rooted in God’s faithfulness toward him. He showed his appreciation for 
the church at Philippi for being used of God to supply his needs, now he spins the focus 
of his writing to declare that God will meet their needs. He is certain that their needs will 
be met because it is God who is the one who sovereignly and providentially ordains that 
they will have whatever is needed for life and godliness. He writes, “And my God will 
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

 
 He says,” thank you! You have sacrificially given to me and your gift is a pleasing 
one to God. Now, know this! God will supply every need of yours! 
 
 Stott writes on this text, 
 “Nothing will prove beyond the capacity of this God whom Paul knows well 
enough to call my God. And he will not be mean in giving to them. He will supply… 
...according to his riches in glory. He will meet your need to the full. In so doing, his 
supply will not be limited to the size of your need, but rather according to his riches.” 

 
Be assured, God makes glorious promises to us not because of our hearts 

toward him but because of his heart toward us. Let us remind ourselves that God is a 
generous God. His word is filled with glorious promises. 



 
And we can be sure of all his promises because in John 3 he is the one who is a 

loving God who gave us what we needed most, his Son. So that the deepest, darkest 
crevices of our self-centered heart might be invaded with the light of the world and 
redeemed for our good and his glory.  

 
If you are here today, and you are not a Christian, meaning you have not asked 

God for the forgiveness of your sins and trusted in Christ as your Savior, then your 
greatest need is not financial security or friendships or any comfort this world might offer 
you. Your greatest need today is a Savior for your soul. The good news is that God has 
already supplied for this need. He has sent Jesus Christ, to pay the price you owed for 
your sin through his death on the cross. After three days, He rose again and today he 
reigns as King in heaven. The Bible says for those who confess their sins, God is 
faithful and just, to generously give you what you need, forgiveness of your sins. Let 
today be the day that God’s grace changes your heart to live for him. 

 
Because of God’s promise to provide what we need, we all can be free to live for 

him. Free from anxiety and worry. Free to give generously and live in contentment 
regardless of our circumstances. Free from the grip that money so quickly and easily 
claims on our hearts. We do not have to cling to this world and its false hopes of 
satisfaction. We can take risks for God. We can lose all to gain Jesus because by 
having him we possess all that we need. My God will supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

 
V20 
Moving to verse 20, Paul wraps up these statements of appreciation in an 

appropriate fashion. He acknowledges and praises God for who he is.  He writes, “To 
our God and Father be glory forever and ever.” This is the goal of all that God 
accomplishes. He is generous towards us for his glory, he provides for our needs for his 
glory. And Paul makes this his aim. In everything that he experiences in life, whether he 
eats or drinks, in everything he does, he does it for the glory of God. 

 
It is noteworthy that in the previous verse Paul wrote, “...my God will supply… but 

here it is, “To our God and Father…” Paul was intentionally and intensely personal in 
verse 19 to assure that his God would move to act on their behalf in the midst of need. 
Here in verse 20 Paul now unites himself with these believers again. This passage 
opens and closes with an affirmation and celebration of their partnership in the gospel - 
and an expression of their friendship is their support. Paul closes here in a shared song 
of praise to the one who is wonderfully faithful.  

 



This song of praise Paul notes will extend forever and ever, literally ages and 
ages. Just like we sang earlier this morning, You are our song from age to age, our 
voices unite to recount your praise, again and again. We will spend eternity praising our 
Savior and we will never grow tired or bored.  

 
Application: 
Be convinced that, because God is faithful, the best for you is yet to come! 

Whatever circumstances have you struggling with contentment, see Jesus on his throne 
sovereign over it all. See him as the one who gave himself so that you can live joyfully 
content in all things. See him as the guarantee of all promises declared by our Father. 

 
The pull of sin and this world is almost over. Night is giving way to dawn. Glory is 

rising. Gaze into your future glory with anticipation and see what your Father has for 
you. Allow this future to capture your heart today and live for Christ and to the praise of 
his glorious grace! And whatever may come may we declare with joy, “Take the world 
but give me Jesus!” See how our contentment is rooted in God’s faithfulness. God and 
his grace will not stop working in you to eradicate sin, to forgive you, to transform you, 
to empower you to live for him until his work in you is complete. 

 
If it is not God’s faithfulness that we rely on, and instead we hope in our own 

track record, then we will find contentment in all circumstances an impossibility. We will 
quickly fall into a category of money worship as we seek to purchase our happiness and 
contentment. He sent his son for us because without him and his faithfulness we have 
no hope.  

 
But God in his faithfulness offers us grace.  
 
Our contentment is rooted in his faithfulness. 

  
Conclusion: 

In closing, If I can share a story… 
In the fall of 2014, Living Hope handed out building pledge forms. Finances were 

tight in our house but Beth and I committed to giving to the building fund $1200 over the 
course of 2015. We didn’t have much, we were renting the house we were living in, and 
even that was really small for the size of family that we had. And as the year played out 
I found giving towards the building a challenge. Sometimes for legitimate issues, 
sometimes not. 

 
As November came around we still had not given a single penny. Beth asked me 

about it, and I told her that we simply didn’t have any money to give, much less $1200. 



She quickly declared that we needed to pray about this, she felt burdened to follow 
through on the commitment. To my shame though, I had given up on it. 

 
So we prayed - but I had no faith for this. A couple of weeks later near the end of 

November, we were unexpectedly given $500 by a couple in the church - just because. 
At the beginning of December, we were handed an envelope for what we thought was a 
volunteer job and inside was $400. We looked at the money and, my immediate thought 
was, “Sweet! Now we can have a great Christmas!” but before I could articulate my self-
centeredness Beth jumped in and said, “Now we only need $300 more dollars for the 
building fund!” 

 
“Oh, that’s right, the building fund.” So we again prayed for the $300. And again I 

had no faith for it. It was December after all and there were only three weeks left in the 
year. 

 
Then, on December 14th, I received this email from our landlords; 
Kevin and Beth, 
I forgot to tell you that you only needed to pay half of your rent in December! I’m 

going to send you a refund check for $440 so that you have it for Christmas. 
 
Have a blessed holiday, 
Evie and Tim 
 
Within six weeks God provided not only the money we needed to follow through 

on our commitment, but he provided a little extra for Christmas.  
 
$1200. It seems like such a small amount. Would the building not have happened 

if we didn’t have that $1200? We probably would’ve been all right. In this moment God 
was not primarily concerned with providing a fraction of a percent of our mortgage. God 
and his grace was working in my heart to reveal and root out my love for money. In his 
kindness, he was teaching me to live by faith and to be faithful to bring my requests to 
him. 

 
Let me encourage you as you consider how much you will contribute to the 

building fund next year. Allow yourself to be stretched in your faith. Ask yourself, is what 
I’m giving demonstrating that I’m living by faith? Then pray. Pray to God who is ready to 
do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think. And see what God does, not 
necessarily just with your bank account, but also in your heart. For when our hearts 
have been gripped by the reality of the gospel, when we lay hold of Christ, we have 
obtained a treasure that is far greater than anything this world can offer. Through Christ 



and because of God’s faithfulness we are freed to live generously with our finances and 
still be content.  

To our God and Father be glory forever and ever, and may he, for the 
advancement of his kingdom and for his glory, strengthen us and establish within us 
unshakeable contentment. 

Amen. 
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