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You Will Never Taste Death 
John 8.48-59 

Intro 
 
The year was 325 AD and a group of Christian bishops gathered in the city of Nicaea - what is in 
our present-day Turkey to debate a serious issue - what exactly is the nature of Jesus Christ and 
his relationship to God the Father - specifically was he created, was he of the same nature as 
God - IOW is Jesus divine.  
 
At the center of this debate was a man named Arius - a bishop from what is now modern-day 
Libya.  
 
tall and lean, of distinguished appearance and polished address. Women doted on him, 
charmed by his beautiful manners…Men were impressed by his aura of intellectual 
superiority. (Warren Carroll) 
 
This charming and charismatic preacher was widely known for his controversial teachings about 
Christ - most specifically teaching that God the Father was eternal but that in his words: 
 
if the Father begat the Son, he that was begotten had a beginning of existence: and from this, 
it is evident, that there was a time when the Son was not. (Arius) 
 
The council convened from May to August as the debate over the nature of Jesus played out 
including such legendary stories as an interaction between St. Nicholas (Santa Claus) - and 
Arius.  
 
The legend goes that St. Nick was so incensed at the heresy of Arius that he slapped him in the 
face. Which has provided my favorite meme that appears each Christmas on my social media 
feeds: 
 
“I came to bring presents and slap heretics and I just ran out of presents.”  
 
The fruit of this important council was a document that has served the church for over 1,500 
years - the Nicene Creed with its orthodox, biblical formulation and description of Jesus: 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven. (The Nicene Creed) 
 
Our text this morning is fundamental to our understanding of the nature of Jesus Christ - it 
contains as clear and certain language about the eternal, divine, nature of Jesus and in doing so 
- we have a sure and certain foundation for his extravagant promise found throughout the 
Scriptures: 
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Three things we find concerning Jesus - revealing his identity and the precious promise he 
makes to all who come in faith – are the most profound statement of his divinity, his Godhood 
in all of the NT.  

I. His Vindication  
II. II. His Promise  
III. III. His Identity  

 
I. His Vindication  

A. We now come to the end of the long interaction between Jesus and the Jews in 
Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles as found in chapters 7-8. We’ve learned so 
much about Jesus 

1. He has repeatedly informed them the crowd and us by extension that he has been 
sent by God the Father. His words are God’s words. He only and always says and 
does what God wants to communicate and reveal  

2. Whoever comes to him, believes in him, and drinks of his grace by faith will never 
experience deadly spiritual dehydration  

3. I am the light of the world - whoever comes to me will never walk in darkness 
4. To know him is to know God - he is the liberator from the deadly, enslaving power 

of sin - the Son of God who sets sinners free  
5. Last week we heard some troubling but straightforward declarations from Jesus - 

having stated that all who practice sin are slaves to sin he states he addresses this 
increasingly hostile crowd who wanted to shut him up by killing him saying you are 
of your father the devil! Because you claim to have God as your father, but your 
murderous desire reveals who is your real father is - the Devil because it is he who 
is a murderer from the beginning and the father of lies.  

B. v. 48 - the Jews resort to name calling. Cool, cool Jesus so you are a Samaritan and have 
a demon, right?! 

1. Samaritan - racial slur - half-breed dogs - demon - obvious  
2. When the name-calling starts you can bet your boots that they’ve lost the 

argument  
C. We take note of Jesus’ response - he doesn’t get touchy or lash out as they call out 

their insults  
1. v. 49 - simply replies - I don’t have a demon - his defense ends - here’s why 
2. Jesus has a constant awareness of the will of his Father in heaven - his whole life is 

consumed with a passion to always do the will of God and in all ways - honoring the 
Father and pleasing the Father  

3. In all of this Jesus says - v. 50 I don’t seek my own glory - IOW my glory, my 
position, my status is out of my hands - I have entrusted all of it to God and this 
One - my Father in Heaven - HE is seeking and showing the glory of Jesus - I’m not 
worried about all that - the God of the universe will take care of it - he is the judge 

a) Because he is the judge - this dishonoring crowd would have heard an implicit 
threat - because they do not honor and glorify the Son - the Father will hold 
them accountable  
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His claims and behavior are not the fruit of arrogance, dementia, Samaritanism or the occult, 
but simply of obedience to the Father. By saying and doing always and only what the Father 
gives him to say and do, he honors the Father. By refusing to respond positively to those 
same words and deeds, his hearers dishonor him, and therefore the one who sent him. (D.A. 
Carson) 
 

D. Application  
1. There is a lesson for each one of us to apply in Christ’s example - a lesson that each 

one of is need to learn because:  
The human heart is seldom so spiteful as when it perceives its self-esteem threatened. There 
is almost nothing we will cling to with greater vehemence than the props by which we bolster 
our self-image. (Bruce Milne) 
 
Illustration: What happens when someone claims to have an idea that we came up with? D.A 
Carson - when you look at a class picture where do you look first?  
 

a) Jesus isn’t like that - he entrusts his self-image and any esteem that he may 
have to God himself  

2. Teens - Young adults - you will be tempted to pursue your own glory - you will be 
tempted to live for the affirmation of others - who don’t want to fit in with the 
popular crowd 

3. Seeking affirmation and glory - Instagram is a glory-seeking engine - posting 
carefully curated and filtered photos of our best moments - underneath - aren’t I 
glorious?  

a) Faithfulness = pleasing to God. The pursuit of self-glory is empty and will not 
satisfy - a drug that has diminishing returns 

(1) All those moments when we find ourselves outside the approval of the cool 
kids - In Christ God is my source of approval and acceptance - I don’t have to 
live striving for the approval of others  

for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God. 
(John 12:43) 
 

b) The one person who ever lived who was worthy of all glory and praise - when 
he doesn’t receive it - he finds his vindication in God’s approval - by God’s grace 
let’s do that! 

Therefore, let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator 
while doing good. (1 Peter 4:19) 
 

4. Opposed for the name of Christ - the servant is not above his master - entrust all of 
it to God - he is our vindication - Ryle describes a man in this way: 

So long as he serves the world, and walks in the broad way, little perhaps will be said against 
him. Once let him take up the cross and follow Christ, and there is no lie too monstrous, and 
no story too absurd for some to tell against him, and for others to believe. But let him take 
comfort in the thought that he is only drinking the cup which his blessed Master drank before 
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him. The lies of his enemies do him no injury in heaven, whatever they may on earth. Let 
them bear patiently and not fret or lose his temper. When Christ was reviled, he ‘reviled not 
again’. Let the Christian do likewise. (J.C. Ryle) 
 
[13] Your name, O LORD, endures forever, your renown, O LORD, throughout all ages. [14] For 
the LORD will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants. (Psalm 135:13-14) 
 
II. His Promise  

A. v. 51 having an implicit declared judgment on the unbelieving and hostile crowd he 
immediately makes a stunning declaration of amazing grace - V. 51 I tell you the truth - 
if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death - WOW - people don’t say that kind 
of stuff - you would want to lock me up 

Illustration: Stunning claim - precious promise - gets at the greatest tragedy that every person 
across the globe and all of history experiences - death  
 
The quest for immortality - immortal jellyfish - transform cells to continue to exist indefinitely  
 
Genesis 3 - the Fall of Adam - eat of the tree you shall surely die - curse of death - powerless in 
ourselves 
 
Jesus is literally claiming that if anyone keeps his word - believes his word - submits to his word 
- will never see death! He extends this to hostile people he formerly declared were children of 
the devil  
 

B. They are undaunted in their hostility - v. 52 - ok now we know you have a demon 
1. Abraham and the prophets - God’s anointed and appointed servants - they all died - 

who are you to say - if anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death - the 
greatest spiritual giants - the patriarch and the prophets all died - who do you think 
you are?! 

2. Again, Jesus doesn’t defend himself - v. 54 the God that you claim to serve glorifies 
me - reminding them as he declared earlier that they think they serve God, but they 
don’t serve God because they don’t believe in and glorify Jesus the one sent by God 

a) v. 55 you haven’t known God, but I do - I’m not lying like you guys - always tells 
the truth - including when he declares this promise  

C. Application  
1. Unpack this stunning promise - Here’s how he can say this  

But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned 
with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might 
taste death for everyone. (Hebrews 2:9) 
 
While the Jews sought the death of Jesus, when it was brought about this would turn out to 
be his real glory. (Leon Morris) 
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2. At the cross - Jesus saw death - he tasted death - the death we deserved because of 
our sin - suffering in the place of undeserving sinners - dying our death - tasting 
death for all of god’s people -  rising from the dead in resurrection glory - all who 
hear and believe - all who keep his word will never see - never taste death - 
stunning! 

3. Doesn’t mean that we won’t experience physical death - that is not the end - having 
received eternal life now in knowing Christ - it is simply the expansion of pure, 
sweet, undiluted fellowship with God in the presence of Christ and then 
resurrection at his return  

[17] And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. [18] 
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. [19] If in Christ we have hope 
in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. [20] But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. [21] For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. [22] For as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ shall all be made alive. (1 Corinthians 15:17-22) 
 

4. No death! You are immortal until God says otherwise and then eternity and glory 
[6] So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord, [7] for we walk by faith, not by sight. [8] Yes, we are of good 
courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. (2 
Corinthians 5:6-8) 
 

5. Away from the body - at home! 
D. Having explained where his trust and vindication were and declaring this stunning 

promise - as he continues to experience opposition and hostility, he gives the grounds 
of the authority he has to make these kinds of claims 

III. His Identity  
A. You think you’re greater than our father Abraham - the one through whom God 

promised that in his offspring all the nations of the earth would be blessed? Thanks for 
bringing him up! - I know Abraham! He rejoiced and was glad to see my day  

Abraham did indeed understand, however imperfectly, that the covenant promise that in him 
all the nations of the earth would be blessed involved God’s future provision of a redeemer. 
(Carson/Beale) 
 

B. He in some real sense understood that the promises of God included a redeemer who 
would come - Abraham is on my side dude  

C. Skeptical - You aren’t even fifty years old - early 30s - you’ve seen Abraham? 
Incredulous - serving up the softball  

D. Unexpected and transcendently weighty statement - Truly, truly - I tell you the truth 
before Abraham was I AM 

1. Not I was - I AM - HOLY GROUND 
a) He is declaring that his identity is God himself  

[14] God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I 
AM has sent me to you.’” [15] God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The 
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LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
has sent me to you. ’This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all 
generations. (Exodus 3:14-15) 
 

E. I AM - They understood this perfectly - we know because they picked up stones to kill 
him - blasphemy - irony 

The one the Jews just mocked as being less than fifty years old is the ageless one, the one 
through whom time has its origin. (Edward Klink) 
 

F. V. 59 pick up rocks - Jesus hid himself - not his hour - went out of the temple - perceive 
in this an OT echo of the glory of God departing from the temple in judgment - the 
glory of God has left the building 

G. This is why he has the authority to make the stunning declarations and promises that 
he does - he is God himself! 

1. Marvel at this grace - this one of eternal glory - humbled himself - stooped  
a) He had to be a man in order to die as a man as our substitute  
b) He had to be God in order to be a holy and sinless sacrifice  

(1) Fully God and truly man - our savior  
(2) Call to unbelievers  

H. Application  
1. He can make and keep this stunning promise because He possesses eternal life and 

brings us into it - the eternal Son of God died as a man to make dying men into 
eternal sons of God 

He is the eternal Christ sharing the everlasting life of the Father, the changeless Lord who 
towers over history, Master of time, Ruler of the ages, undiminished by the passing of the 
centuries, ‘the same yesterday and today and for ever.’ (Bruce Milne) 
 
Crown him the Lord of life, 
who triumphed o'er the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife 
for those he came to save; 
his glories now we sing 
who died and rose on high, 
who died eternal life to bring, 
and lives that death may die 
 

2. Beloved you will never taste death - glory!!! Courage  
Illustration: John Paton - Scottish missionary in the 19th century who went to New Hebrides in 
the South Pacific to preach the Gospel to the natives who lived there - experienced criticism 
because of the danger: 
 
Paton had courage to overcome the criticism he received from respected elders for going to 
the New Hebrides. A certain Mr. Dickson exploded, “The cannibals! You will be eaten by 
cannibals!” But to this Paton responded: 
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Mr. Dickson, you are advanced in years now, and your own prospect is soon to be laid in the 
grave, there to be eaten by worms; I confess to you, that if I can but live and die serving and 
honoring the Lord Jesus, it will make no difference to me whether I am eaten by Cannibals or 
by worms; and in the Great Day my Resurrection body will rise as fair as yours in the likeness 
of our risen Redeemer. (John Piper) 
 

3. Courage - what can man do to me - kill me and all I will have is glory - you can kill 
me but I will never die 

4. Suffering - closest you will ever come to hell - expiration death - resurrection in a 
new heavens and new earth  

Close  
His vindication is in God 
His promise is that all who keep his word will never see - never taste death  
He is trustworthy as the divine Son of God slain for sinners and raised to glory  
Beloved - you will never taste death - let that provoke endless wonder and praise to our faithful 
Savior who has delivered us from darkness and death into the eternal kingdom of God  
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