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John 8:12-20 I Am the Light of the World  
 

Intro 
 
In 1950, Clive Staples Lewis, or as he is better known, C.S. Lewis published The Lion, The Witch, and the 
Wardrobe the first book of the classic series the Chronicles of Narnia. 
 
Many of us are familiar with this timeless classic about a group of children who enter the agical world of 
Narnia - a land of dwarves, talking animals, and fantastical creatures all living in the shadow of the great 
lion Aslan.  
 
We are introduced to Narnia when the youngest of the children, Lucy, enters a seemingly ordinary 
wardrobe, in the house they have been sent to live in during the bombing of England in WW2, only to 
find that the wardrobe is doorway into to the magical world of Narnia. She returns from her first trip to 
Narnia back through the wardrobe and tells her siblings about her amazing discovery but to her dismay, 
her brothers and older sister all dismiss her story as the product of an over-active imagination.  
 
These older siblings get into a conversation with the Professor who owns the home they are staying in 
and express their concerns about young Lucy’s story. The Professor asks if Lucy is given to telling lies and 
they reply that no, Lucy isn’t the kind of girl that tells lies. The Professor responds:  
 
Logic!" said the Professor half to himself. "Why don't they teach logic at these schools? There are only 
three possibilities. Either your sister is telling lies, or she is mad, or she is telling the truth. You know 
she doesn't tell lies and it is obvious that she is not mad. For the moment then and unless any further 
evidence turns up, we must assume that she is telling the truth. (C.S. Lewis) 
 
This argument from logic, captured in this classic tale, is the application of a more important argument 
that Lewis makes in another classic book “Mere Christianity” - a logical argument to navigate the claims 
that Jesus made about himself as recounted in the Gospels: 
 
I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I’m 
ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the one 
thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not 
be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on the level with the man who says he is a 
poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, 
and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can 
spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God but let us not 
come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open 
to us. He did not intend to. . . . Now it seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: 
and consequently, however strange, or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view 
that He was and is God. (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity) 
 
In our text, Jesus makes a stunning claim - stunning because he claims to be God by connecting who he 
is to God himself. This is the second of the “I AM” declarations in the Gospel of John the first we found 
in chapter 6 when he declared I AM the bread of life. And when Jesus declares I AM, he is using the 
name of God himself - the name of God found in Exodus 3 when God appeared to Moses in the burning 
bush and declared that his name is I AM that I AM.  
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READ TEXT - listen to the stunning claim that Jesus makes, and the precious promise found in this text 
 
Examine his Stunning Claim, Look at Jesus’s defense of his claim 
 
I. His Stunning Claim (12) 

A. We are coming to the end of the Jewish festival - the Feast of Booths where Jesus declared to 
the crowds that if anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink - whoever believes in me as the 
Scripture has said Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water - speaking of the giving of the 
Holy Spirit to all who believe in him 

B. Last week we saw that his preaching created divisions among the crowd and the religious 
authorities - some came to see that he was the one prophesied from of old - the Prophet, the 
Messiah - others arrogantly rejected him and sought to have him arrested - come up empty - 
‘no one ever spoke like this man!’ 

C. It is now the last evening of the Feast which included among other festivities a lighting 
ceremony described by James Hamilton: 

Along with the water-pouring ceremony, the Feast of Tabernacles also included a lighting of candles. 
The Jewish texts describing these ceremonies do not explain their purpose, but the likeliest rationale 
is that they commemorate the water from the rock and the pillar of fire and cloud during the 
Israelites’ wilderness wanderings, which the feast remembered. (James Hamilton) 
 

D. It is in this context as the candles were lit and illuminated the festivities that Jesus continues to 
speak to the crowd in our text v. 12 - again Jesus spoke to them. He is clearly not dissuaded by 
the reaction of the crowds - no he levels up and declares “I AM the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”   

E. Unpack - first for this to be significant we need an understanding of our darkness and need for 
light  

1. In chapter 1 of this Gospel  
[4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:4-5) 
 
[19] And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather 
than the light because their works were evil. [20] For everyone who does wicked things hates the light 
and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. (John 3:19-20) 
 

2. This darkness has to do with sin and evil and the fundamental, core issue that condemns 
each one of us apart from grace - we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God - we 
live in the darkness of sin and death and furthermore, tragically the darkness of our sin 
blinds us to how alarming our situation truly is.  

a) Apart from grace - There is a darkness in our souls - sin and evil - furthermore the 
darkness is such that we justify our sin, we excuse our sin, we self-righteously reject 
the truth that there is darkness in our souls  

(1) Claiming to be wise, we become fools as we navigate life on our own terms, 
motivated by our own self-centered desire. We turn away from the light - we 
become spiritual Gollums. 

One day it was very hot, and as he was bending over a pool, he felt a burning on the back of his head, 
and a dazzling light from the water pained his wet eyes. He wondered at it, for he had almost 
forgotten about the Sun. Then for the last time he looked up and shook his fist at her. ‘But as he 
lowered his eyes, he saw far ahead the tops of the Misty Mountains, out of which the stream came. 
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And he thought suddenly: “It would be cool and shady under those mountains. The Sun could not 
watch me there. (J.R.R. Tolkien) 
 

3. We’ve been seeing how this darkness and the blindness it brings affects even the most 
spiritually rigorous religious authorities - and yet they should have understood and 
believed and been relieved that prophecies through the OT Scripture of one who would 
come to bring light was standing in their presence  

[1] But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the 
way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
[2] The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shone…[6] For to us a child is born, to us son is given. (Isaiah 9:1-2, 6) 
 

4. Declares his identity he connects is to a promise - Look at the promise - Whoever follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life - whoever follows Jesus will have 
spiritual light - the light of life 

It’s what happens when a person in the dark fondles an ebony brooch hanging around his neck, and 
then the lights go on and he sees it’s not a brooch but a cockroach and flings it away. That’s how 
people are set free from the devil. And until God does that miracle of new birth, we stay in bondage 
to the father of lies because we love to be able to tell ourselves whatever we please. We keep 
fondling smooth roaches and warm fuzzy tarantulas in the dark. (John Piper) 
 

a) Insight into ultimate spiritual realities - the light goes on and we see our sin, our need 
for a Savior - we see death working in us and we feel our need for life - all who follow 
Jesus receive this life-giving light 

F. Application 
1. All who follow Jesus - all who believe in him and trust him for who he is and all he has done 

on behalf of undeserving sinners can happily declare this morning of God that we have the 
light of life and that: 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 
Son. (Colossians 1:13) 
 

G. And yet, once again, he faces unbelief and accusations of deception, and he has to make. We 
see over and over not all who hear Jesus believe in him and follow him. 

II. The Defense of His Claim (13-20) 
A. The Pharisees respond - you are bearing witness about yourself - your testimony is not true - 

impasse - he said he said sort of deal  
B. His defense: 

1. I bear witness about myself and what I say is true because I came from and where I am 
going - heaven - and you guys - supposed religious experts - you don’t know where I come 
from 

2. You are judging me according to the flesh - you are unwilling - in fact unable to judge me 
beyond my physical appearance  

a) I judge know one - IOW I don’t judge according to the flesh  
3. Furthermore, I am not the only one who bears witness about me the Father - God himself 

has sent me - when I do make any judgments I do so with the authority of God because my 
judgments are according to the will of the Father  
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4. He reminds them that in the OT law the Pharisees purported to follow - that the testimony 
of one person is insufficient but the testimony of two is a reliable witness - two of us me 
and the Father who sent me  

Illustration: As God is my witness - he literally is - God himself is brought onto the witness stand - 
surprise witness for the defense - your honor I would like to introduce God as my witness  
 

C. Ok where is your father? You don’t know him! You don’t know me because you don’t know 
God - you don’t know me because if you knew the Father, you would recognize me  

 
[44] No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the 
last day. [45] It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God. ’Everyone who has 
heard and learned from the Father comes to me. (John 6:44-45) 
 
Their failure to understand the significance of Jesus and enter into an appreciation of his mission and 
message meant that they were quite unable to perceive the witness of the Father to him. They prided 
themselves on their knowledge of their God; Jesus tells them that they have no knowledge of him at 
all. (Leon Morris) 
 

1. Their response reflects that tragic and the enduring way that millions throughout history 
claim to know God but reveal that they don’t in their rejection of Jesus Christ  

Ponder the profundity of what Jesus has just asserted: God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, and God the eternal Son, through whom the world was made and redeemed and will be 
renewed, join together to bear witness to creatures they made. And the testimony of the Father and 
the Son is rejected by the people they made and endowed with the power to think and decide for 
themselves. (James Hamilton) 
 

2. This is the fruit of the darkness that we live in apart from grace  
3. V. 20 - he spoke these words in the treasury - the court of women - women allowed - but 

no one arrested him - we’ve seen repeatedly - want to arrest him - they are powerless to 
do so until Jesus allows - his hour had not yet come - the hour of his atoning death on the 
cross for undeserving sinners like you and me  

a) It is because of that hour that he can make promises to those dwelling in darkness. 
Sent by the Father - his hour - He took our sin and death - he took our darkness upon 
himself  

[44] It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 
hour, [45] while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. [46] Then Jesus, 
calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this 
he breathed his last. (Luke 23:44-46) 
 
That sweet and awful hour of his atoning death on the cross. Resurrection = witness of the Father = 
raised him from the dead putting his divine stamp of approval on his sacrifice - the Father’s witness: 
 
Oh beloved, the light of Christ comes out brightest upon the cross! This is the lighthouse that throws 
its beams across the dark waters of human guilt and misery, warns men of the rocks, and guides them 
to the haven. A Savior! God in human flesh! (Charles Spurgeon) 
 

D. Application  
1. Takeaways 
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2. The inspired apostle Paul writes:  
[4] In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. [5] For what we proclaim 
is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus ’sake. [6] For God, 
who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:4-6) 
 

a) CALL TO UNBELIEVERS  
 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee (Charles Wesley)  
 

3. ALL WHO FEAR DEATH CAN DECLARE WITH THE PSALMIST: 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27:1) 
 

4. We are reminded of the ESSENTIAL imperative to follow Jesus  
[8] for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light [9] 
(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), [10] and try to discern what is 
pleasing to the Lord. [11] Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 
[12] For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. [13] But when anything is 
exposed by the light, it becomes visible, [14] for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 
says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” (Ephesians 5:8-14) 
 

a) To the sleepy and sluggish - awake! Awake! Awake o sleeper  
b) Oh beloved - this world is full of darkness - full of those dwelling in darkness - let us not 

sleep - church planting 
 
 
The world is sleeping in the dark 
That the church just can't fight 
'Cause it's asleep in the light 
How can you be so dead 
When you've been so well fed? 
Jesus rose from the grave 
And you, you can't even get out of bed (Keith Green) 
 

5. HE IS The light and life of our lives as we make our way toward the promise of this world 
redeemed and renewed when he returns and for all who follow Jesus: 

[19] The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give you light; but 
the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. [20] Your sun shall no more 
go down, nor your moon withdraw itself; for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of 
mourning shall be ended. (Isaiah 60:19-20) 
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6. Look to that day! Look to the light of the world - follow the Lamb wherever he goes. 
Close  
 
Oh ye happy souls that have beheld the rising of the Sun of Righteousness, tell it forth with trumpet 
tongue! Well may a thousand voices take up His praise. Blessed be the name of Jesus. Forever be his 
name adored. Magnify His grace for the light it shines; for the goodness it diffuses; for the joy, the 
abounding joy, it awakens on every side. (Charles Spurgeon) 
 
Let joy awaken on every side - our savior, our Jesus is the light of the world - who gives us eternal life! 
 
 
Jesus make stunning claims! Not a liar, madman, he is God in the flesh come to rescue those dwelling in 
darkness - those dwelling in the shadow of death - light and life - rejoice beloved as we make our way to 
our glorious destiny. Sing of His glory! 
 
 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that 
you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a 
link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope 
Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Ben Kreps 
Website: http://livinghopechurchpa.com 
 


