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John 7:40-52 Christ Brings Division  
 
Intro 
 
(Wiki) 
 
What do Sir Isaac Newton, Susan B. Anthony, Florence Nightingale, and architect 
Frank Lloyd Wright have in common? All Unitarians.  
 
Includes 11 Nobel prize winners - 4 presidents including John Adams and William 
Howard Taft - anyone? 
 
Unitarianism began in the 16th century - oldest congregation in Transylvania - 
Dracula? 
 
What they believe - some diversity but in the end - intended to create a more 
palatable version of Christianity - Jesus existed as a man who was a great man - a 
prophet sent by God but is not God because unitarians don’t believe in the 
doctrine of the Trinity. The teachings of Jesus are admirable and are worthy of 
study and emulation, but he is not the Son of God who came to save undeserving 
sinners like you and me - don’t believe in original sin and they certainly don’t 
believe in hell.  
 
In the mid-20th century the unitarian church merged with the universalists who 
believed that in the sacrifice of Jesus everyone is forgiven and saved from 
judgment regardless of whether or not they put their faith in Christ - a new and 
deformed religion - the Unitarian Universalist church.  
 
A desire for a more palatable version of spirituality evolved or devolved into this 
belief about God: 
 
Unitarian Universalists have many ways of naming what is sacred. Some believe 
in a God; some don’t believe in a God. Some believe in a sacred force at work in 
the world, and call it “love,” “mystery,” “source of all” or “spirit of life.” We are 
thousands of individuals of all ages, each influenced by our cultures and life 
experiences to understand “the ground of our being” in our own way. Unitarian 
Universalists are agnostic, theist, atheist, and everything in between. (uua.org) 

https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/beliefs
http://uua.org/
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Perfect religion for relativistic Americans - choose your own religion  
 
Over the last 2,000 years there have been many attempts made to soften the 
defined, hard edges of who Jesus Christ truly is and to make him into an 
admirable spiritual teacher that anyone can listen to and follow. An inclusive, 
expansive, generous orthodoxy that unites instead of divides.  
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ will have none of it. You take him as he is - the eternal Son 
of God who became one of us in order to die as one of us to reconcile us to God - 
the one, exclusive, only way to God - you take him as he is or not at all - anything 
else and you believe in someone you call Jesus but who is in fact a figment of your 
imagination  
 
While Christian unity is a sweet gift that is made a reality through the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit we must remember that Christ came to bring his 
people into communion with him, the Father, and the Spirit he also came as the 
great dividing line that cuts across humanity.  
 
[34] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword. [35] For I have come to set a man against his father, 
and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law. [36] And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. [37] 
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. [38] And 
whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. [39] 
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it. (Matthew 10:34-39) 
 
We see just this sort of thing happening in our text. In our text we see division 
over the message of Christ - division over who Jesus actually is - reflected over the 
centuries up to and including in our day 
 
Let’s examine the significant divisions in this text - divisions that reflect the 
common kinds of responses we can expect whenever we stand for and proclaim 
Christ in this world so that we are ready and equipped to stand faithful to our 
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Lord as we seek to be faithful to the mission he has called us too in a divided 
world. 
 
Two scenes to survey: 
 
I. The Divided Crowd (40-44) 

A. A couple weeks ago John served us effectively as he unfolded the glories of 
the verses directly before our text:  

[37] On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. [38] Whoever believes in me, as 
the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” [39] 
Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to 
receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified. (John 7:37-39) 
 

B. Glorious - quite a claim! 
C. Our text reveals the response to this statement - v. 40 when they heard 

these words - 3 different responses  
1. This really is the Prophet  

[18] I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command 
him. [19] And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my 
name, I myself will require it of him. (Deuteronomy 18:18-19) 
 

2. This is the Christ - this is the Messiah - the one whom God promised he 
would anoint and appoint to deliver his people  

3. Third category - skepticism and rejection - in this way  
a) These biblically informed Jews make this argument - this can’t be 

the Christ because don’t the Scriptures say that the Christ comes 
from the family line of King David - and that he would be born in 
Bethlehem - David’s hometown?  

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose 
coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. (Micah 5:2) 
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D. V. 43 so there was division among the people over him - to the point 
where the skeptics wanted him to be arrested - but no one laid hands on 
him - we saw this earlier in this chapter  

So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his 
hour had not yet come. (John 7:30) 
 

E. Here is the irony - they had bad intel - they had received Fake News - they 
assumed that Jesus came from Galilee - but he actually had been born in 
Bethlehem - the City of David  

Illustration: Bulverism - attacking him and not what he actually proclaimed in v. 
37-39 - they aren’t interacting with what he said 
 
One accuses an argument of being wrong on the basis of the arguer's identity or 
motive, but these are strictly speaking irrelevant to the argument's validity or 
truth. [C.S. Lewis - Bulverism] 
 

F. Application  
1. Those who disagreed whether he was Prophet or Christ misunderstood 

that he was both - in fact he is prophet and Christ - prophet and 
messiah  

a) The final Prophet - the fullest revelation of what God has to say 
[1] Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, [2] but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…(Hebrews 
1:1-2a) 
 

b) Christ - Messiah - the one who came to save his people from their 
sins - John 1:29 - Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 

[5] But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we 
are healed. [6] All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every 
one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 
53:5-6) 
 

c) In that city - in only a matter of months he would fulfill the 
Scriptures they were well aware of - later in this Gospel - it is 
finished  

d) CALL TO UNBELIEVERS  
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2. J.C. Ryle gives a caution to each one of us: 
 
It is quite possible to be familiar with the letter of Scripture, and to be able to 
quote texts appropriately, and reason about the theory of Christianity, and yet 
to remain dead in trespasses and sins. Like many of the generation to which our 
Lord preached, we may know the Bible well, and yet remain faithless and 
unconverted. (J.C. Ryle) 
 
[39] You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal 
life; and it is they that bear witness about me, [40] yet you refuse to come to me 
that you may have life. (John 5:39-40) 
 

3. Helps us to set some healthy expectations in evangelism - we are not to 
act in disagreeable and divisive ways - love and humility and yet we 
understand: 

Christ did not want to bring division. But because of the sinfulness of our hearts, 
because of our fallenness, because of our unwillingness to repent and bow to 
him, the Prince of Peace is Christ the Divider. (Kent Hughes) 
 

a) Not surprised when people are divided over the gospel of Jesus 
Christ - of course we don’t want that, but we keep in mind that if 
they opposed Jesus himself then we can expect the same in this 
fallen world - some will hear the voice of Christ through the 
proclamation of the Gospel - many will be offended or apathetic and 
reject him 

 
II. The Divided Authorities  

A. The chief priests and Pharisees get involved again - v. 44 they wanted to 
arrest him, but they didn’t lay a hand on him - surprise - officers came back 
empty handed - why did you not bring him?  

1. No one ever spoke like this man - declaring that he is the only one who 
quenches spiritual thirst through living water that only he can give  

a) Not like the Pharisees - he spoke with authority - how he spoke - 
that’s god talk  

They came to arrest him, but he arrested them! (Kent Hughes) 
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B. Pharisees aren’t having it - oh so you’ve been deceived like all the rest of 
the naive commoners who believe him - the unwashed masses - oh hear 
this v. 49 dripping with condescension - Have any of the authorities or 
pharisees believe him? Have we sanctioned him? We are kind of a big deal 

C. v. 49 - arrogant elitism - THIS crowd that doesn’t even know the law - they 
are accursed - dumb and corrupt commoners - believing in Jesus - what do 
they know?  

1. If I want your opinion, I’ll give it you 
D. An old friend enters the scene - our guy Nicodemus introduced back in 

chapter 3 - came in the dark of night to question Jesus and who was 
informed by Jesus that even though he was a religious leader and a 
spiritual man the only way he or anyone else can see the kingdom of 
heaven is if they are born again by the Holy Spirit - the gift of regeneration 
- new life that is found only in him 

1. Clearly this made an impression on our boy Nick - he steps up to offer a 
defense of sorts for Jesus - v. 51 - does our law judge a man without 
first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?  

A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong 
in connection with any offense that he has committed. Only on the evidence of 
two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. 
(Deuteronomy 19:15) 
 

2. God-ordained due process - they weren’t buying it - their snarky replied 
- are you from Galilee too? They knew he wasn’t  

Illustration: Galilee was sort of a backwoods kind of region - Perry County jokes. 
They are mocking him. 
 

E. Ironic - deepest irony - these experts in the law and the scriptures say to 
Nicodemus - search and see that no prophet arises from galilee  

1. Jonah among others 
2. John regularly uses irony in his gospel - another place clearly scene - 

these arrogant Pharisees who considered themselves experts in the 
Law - condescendingly looked down on the crowds - this crowd doesn’t 
even know the law  

a) It is no wonder that when Jesus saw the crowds he had compassion 
because they were harassed and helpless like sheep without a 
shepherd - no wonder with these bozos in charge! 
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3.  they did not follow the law in following due process in their evaluation 
of Jesus - they ignored that there were prophets that came from Galilee 
- they were working off of bad info anyway - he did not arise from 
galilee - he came from Bethlehem just as the scriptures said  

4. Blinded in their spiritual expertise - blinded in their religious authority - 
spiritual elitists who considered themselves experts and yet ironically, 
tragically failed to recognize the one to whom all Scripture points - 
standing in their presence  

F. Application 
1. As we so often see - it is not the big-shots - the guys with power and 

prestige who humble themselves before the Lord Jesus Christ - he did 
not come for the righteous but to save sinners - it is the common, the 
plain, the unimpressive, the weak and the needy whom God is pleased 
to reveal the saving grace of Christ  

[26] For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. [27] 
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; [28] God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that 
are, [29] so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. (1 
Corinthians 1:26-29) 
 

2. PhDs - experts in studying and breaking down the Bible who are 
atheists - you can be a Bible scholar - religious expert and completely 
miss God 

Illustration: appeal to authority - where is your degree? I’m a high school 
dropout! GED  
 
Experts assure us that trans drag shows are good for kids. That abortion is 
healthcare and reproductive justice.  
 
Illustration: Story of 2 Johns - John Owen and John Bunyan - Dr. John Owen a 
scholar - and John Bunyan -a simple tinker who worked with metal - Pilgrims 
Progress  
 
Bunyan was a popular preacher, perhaps due in part to accounts of his 
preaching to fellow prisoners in the Bedford jail. After his release from prison, 
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Bunyan’s reputation grew as he frequently traveled to London and the 
surrounding areas to preach, with as many as three thousand eager dissenters 
gathering to hear him. Evidently, on one occasion, no less than twelve hundred 
people met as early as 7:00 on a “dark winter’s morning” to sit under his 
preaching. From time to time, “among his auditors” in London “was his friend 
and admirer, Dr. John Owen.” On hearing the news that Owen appreciated 
Bunyan’s preaching, King Charles II allegedly asked Owen “how he who had so 
much learning could hear a tinker preach.” To which Owen apparently replied, 
“May it please your majesty, had I the tinker’s abilities for preaching, I would 
most gladly relinquish all my learning” (John Tweeddale, The Refreshment of 
Unlikely Friendship) 
 

3. MDivs, PhDs can surely be helpful - I’m a few classes away from a 
Masters - Give me a simple man or woman - awakened by grace - filled 
with the Spirit - give me a man or a woman who studies and submits to 
God’s Word over all your professors, PhDs and scholars who “know 
better” 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized 
that they had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:13) 
 

a) Investment in your kids - don’t know a lot - let them see you’ve been 
with Jesus - let them hear the simple, beautiful, old old story of his 
cross - his atonement - his resurrection from the dead in power - his 
coming return - don’t need to be a scholar - an expert - the 
significance of moms and dads investing in the next generation 

(1) Aroma of Christ  
4. Students - college students  

Massive change is taking place today, a complete redirection of our culture. 
Those who follow Christ are going to find themselves subject to increasing 
pressure and alienation. The division that Christ brings is going to become more 
pronounced. The lines will be sharply defined. Christ will be everything to 
individuals or he will be nothing. Those who drink of the fountains of secularism 
will be unfilled and empty. But those drinking of Christ will overflow. (Kent 
Hughes) 
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5. Settle it now that in a world full of division - make Christ everything! 
Make his approval your comfort in the presence of disapproval of 
others - make it your aim to please and glorify him - find your all - your 
joy your life in him - what can man do to me if God is on my side! 

a) Unity in the church is precious  
Close  
 
We are reminded this morning that we should expect division as we seek to 
follow and proclaim Jesus Christ in this world - not surprised  
 
Let us make Christ our everything and humble but confidently stand firm in his 
grace as we together make our way toward eternity.  
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