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Are You Thirsty? 
John 4.1-42 

 
Intro 
 
My wife and I, I imagine like most parents, began reading books to our kids from their very 
earliest years.  
 
Beginning with fluffy cloth books that shared simple pictures and words intended to help kids 
learn about the world that surrounds them, evolving to more advanced classics such as “Good 
Night Moon” - featuring animal aerobics and cows jumping over the moon. Our kids, like most, 
love to be read to.  
 
As they continue to grow it has been wonderful to introduce them to classics from my own 
childhood - How to Eat Fried Worms, Stuart Little, Chronicles of Narnia, the Hobbit, The Lord of 
the Rings - and to share in their wonder as I read through newer classics like Harry Potter, The 
Wingfeather Saga and so forth. 
 
My regular experience with my daughter - ran this by her - is that as I conclude our time of 
evening reading, she almost always has a look of dismay on her face as she begs me “please 
daddy just a little bit more”  
 
As we come to the Scriptures this morning, we will hear what for most of us who grew up in 
and around the church is a very familiar story, a CLASSIC tale, true in every way. Lengthy 42 
verses.  
 
Encourage each of us to approach this familiar story with the heart and faith of a child. Not put 
off by the length of the text at all. Maybe by the end of the text feeling the eagerness of my 
daughter. Maybe even a little bit more? While classic tales of heroes, villains, giants, dwarves, 
talking mice stir and satisfy the imagination - how much more the true stories we find in 
Scripture given to us by God to not only stir our minds and hearts but to teach us about 
heavenly, eternal realities. The Word of the Lord stands forever:  
 
[2] Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 
salvation— [3] if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. (1 Peter 2:2-3) 
 
Let’s position our minds and hearts to read and listen with expectation, longing for the spiritual 
nourishment that God intends that we receive whenever we approach his Word. Most 
important thing I will say in this sermon as I read this classic story:  
 
How can we do this story justice in the limited time we share this morning? Let’s hover over the 
text and glean the major points of what God wants us to know and apply so that we can 
experience the grace that he provides in and through his Word. 
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Three points - In this classic story - Jesus teaches us about  
I. Living Water  
II. True Worship  
III. His Mission to Save the Lost 
 
I. Living Water 1-15 

A. Jesus is hitting his stride in ministry and mission as the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world 1:29 - the savior who has come into the world to bring a new birth 
to the sin-sick and the undeserving - because of the great love of God revealed in God 
the Father giving what was most dear to him - he so loved the world by giving his only, 
beloved Son who willingly came into the world not to condemn in order that the world 
would be saved through him 

1. The world - not just the old covenant people of God  
B. Last week - We found Jesus and his disciples hanging in the same region as John the 

Baptist and his disciples - conflict over baptism - John the Baptist disciples - he’s 
stealing your brand - corrected by John - revealing his joyful humility in the presence of 
the living and preeminent Christ - He must increase and I must decrease - sobering - v. 
36 whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, whoever does not obey the Son shall 
not see life but the wrath of God remains on him  

C. Jesus hears that the religious elite of that day - the Pharisees hear about all this and 
were apparently going to interject themselves but before they do - Jesus left Judea and 
headed for Galilee but his route took him through Samaria - a town called Sychar - a 
town near where the great patriarch of Israel Jacob had given his son Joseph a field as 
described in Genesis 33  

D. He arrives we read wearied revealing the humanity of this one who was fully God and 
truly man - hot and tired sits down beside a well that was there - it was around 12 PM 
in the heat of the day  

E. V. 7 - a Samaritan woman comes to the well to draw water - no indoor plumbing in 
ancient Palestine and Jesus, weary, resting, alone because his disciples had headed into 
town to find a Chic-Fil-A - thirsty asks her for a drink  

1. She is surprised - she is confused - how can it be that you - a Jew would ask me for a 
drink - John inserts that Jews have no dealings with Samaritans  

…a long history of strained relations between Samaritans and Jews. The Samaritans had built 
a temple on Mount Gerizim about 400 BC, which was destroyed about 128 BC by the Jews, 
who claimed that proper worship must be rendered in Jerusalem.  
 
Religiously the Samaritan Scriptures consisted only of the Pentateuch; The Jewish canon also 
included the Writings and the Prophets. Socially,  
 
Jews in Jesus’ day generally would have avoided contact with Samaritans, especially 
Samaritan women…Samaritans were thought to convey uncleanness by what they lay, sat, or 
rode on, as well as by their saliva and urine. Samaritan women like Gentiles, were considered 
to be in a continual state of ritual uncleanness. (Carson/Beale) 
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2. This just wasn’t done - Rabbi’s should not talk to any women not even their wife - 
much less a Samaritan woman considered an unclean half-breed. Jesus reveals his 
care for this woman  

F. v. 10 If you knew the gift of God and who it was that is asking for a drink - you would 
have asked him and he would have given you living water - Sir - respect - how are you 
going to manage giving me water when you don’t a bucket to get any from this deep 
well?  Jacob’s well still exists - one scholar notes at the present it is over 100 feet deep 
and likely deeper back then - you greater than our father - the great patriarch Jacob 
who gave us this well  

G. v. 13 Jesus clarifies - everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but 
whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water 
that I give will become in whoever drinks it - a spring of water welling to eternal life - 
the gift of God she does not understand.  

1. v. 15 she still doesn’t get - she is still thinking of earthly, practical things - Give me 
this water - then I won’t get thirsty or need to come to the well every day to draw 
water - nice life hack! 

H. She didn’t understand - the only had the first 5 books of the OT - the prophets - God 
spoke through his prophet 

For my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water. 
(Jeremiah 2:13) 
 
What she doesn’t understand - she is in the presence of the one who is working to fulfill:  
 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. (Isaiah 12:3) 
 

1. This living water is regenerating, soul-satisfying, eternal life-giving work of the Holy 
Spirit - the Spirit is given without measure to the Son  

[37] On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to me and drink. [38] Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” [39] Now this he said about the Spirit, 
whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified. (John 7:37-39) 
 
The living water Jesus gives bans thirst forever in the one who drinks it. This thirst is not for 
natural water, but for God, for eternal life in the presence of God; and the thirst is met not by 
removing this aching desire but by pouring out the Spirit. (D.A. Carson) 
 

I. Application  
1. Gets at a thirst - an aching desire for transcendence and immortality - for those 

who thirst for God, for eternal life in the presence of God - Jesus has the soul 
satisfying living water 

2. Before she is ready to drink of this living water - Jesus has more work to do - teach 
her about the nature of what it really means to truly worship God  
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II. True Worship16-25 
A. Appears abrupt - v. 16 Jesus said - Go get your husband - she replies I have no husband 

- Jesus already knows this - he is skillfully addressing her heart  
1. You are right - you have had five husbands and you are now living with a man 

you’re not even married too. Sketchy history of marriage and currently living in 
sexual sin 

Illustration: Glynn “Scotty” Wolf - described as flamboyant, Bible-thumping minister - Guinness 
29 times - not at Scotty’s level - but definitely beyond the pale - serial marriage - Rabbi’s taught 
no more than three   
 

2. Omniscience - divine insight - Ch. 2:25 - he knew what was in man 
B. v. 19 - I perceive you are a prophet - so her evaluation of him is evolving - weary, thirsty 

Jewish man sitting at the well - you’re a prophet tell me then - our fathers - the Jewish 
patriarch worship on this mountain - Gerizim - and so they did - you - Jewish people say 
one must worship in Jerusalem - that developed after the Pentateuch  

1. You worship what you don’t know - insufficiently informed - we worship what we 
do know for salvation is from the Jews - the savior is in the line of the Jews as the 
one prophesied the offspring of David and Abraham  

C. v. 21 Jesus disrupts everything - actually the hour is coming when neither worship on 
this mountain or in Jerusalem is no longer necessary - he is changing the conversation 
and introducing a whole new reality that worshipping God is not confined to certain 
places like Jerusalem, the temple, and so forth - here’s why  

1. Hour is coming - in facts it is here - when worship will not be restricted to certain 
places and formal practices - true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth  

a) He’s not describing a special kind of worship - let’s try to worship in spirit AND 
truth - there is that stodgy truth worship and there is vibrant spirit-filled 
worship - marry them and it’s on point - this is the only kind of worship that is 
acceptable to God - he is spirit - those who worship the Father MUST worship in 
spirit and truth  

(1) He is the one who gives the spirit - he is the one who declared i am the way, 
the truth and the life - the new temple where we meet with God 

True and satisfactory worship is worship offered in and through Jesus Christ; only through the 
truth he embodies, and the Spirit he imparts, can we know God and worship him. (Bruce 
Milne) 
 
Illustration:  Worship wars - pastor changing without telling - conflicts over musical tastes, 
style, modern vs. hymns, so forth - missing the point - the only worship that is acceptable is 
worship offered in and through Jesus Christ through the truth he embodies and the Spirit he 
imparts  
 
Casual environments or formal - they can matter - formality and tradition doesn’t equal good or 
electric guitars bad - is it spirit and truth?  
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2. WORSHIP IS ALL OF LIFE - FLOWS FROM A HEART THAT HAS RECEIVED THE SPIRIT IN 
BELIEVING UPON THE ONE WHO IS THE TRUTH 

D. This Samaritan woman - I know the Messiah, the Christ is coming - he will tell us all 
things - their conception of the Messiah was focused on his teaching role 

1. I who speak to you am he! 
2. Disciples come back with their Christian chicken and marvel - Jesus is not only 

having a conversation with a woman, but a woman considered unclean and inferior 
though they keep their mouths shut - this woman is so excited about all this she 
LEFT HER WATR JAR as she runs back into town declaring to any and all who will 
listen - come, see a man that told me all that i ever did - could it be - oh yes it could 
be that he is the Christ - the Messiah - the promised savior 

E. Application  
1. Jesus shows us that part of loving the lost in evangelism is that sin must be 

addressed  
a) Jesus knows that she needs to see her need for the Messiah - he gently helps 

her cut through any delusions she may have 
(1) He knows her sin and ministers to her still - note his inclusive heart - 3 

strikes woman, Samaritan, sexual sinner - he came to seek and save the lost  
(2) He’s opening up the grace of God for the whole of humanity - not reserved 

for a select few - expanding the scope of salvation beyond Israel  
For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations, and in 
every place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will be 
great among the nations, says the LORD of hosts. (Malachi 1:11) 
 

(3) Equally at home talking with a very religious Pharisee and this marginalized 
woman - you must be born again; you must drink of the living water I 
provide  

2. Formality doesn’t equal faithfulness - my new devotional - SPIRIT AND TRUTH  
3. Not a really rocking worship leader and team 

For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. (Ephesians 2:18) 
 
III. His Mission to Save the Lost 31-42 

A. v. 31 - the disciples urge him to eat but Jesus responds I have already eaten - I have 
food to eat you don’t know about - Did someone stop by with Popeye’s while we were 
away?  

1. My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work - his 
highest satisfaction was obeying the Father who had sent him and working to 
accomplish his will  

2. He describes the plan and purposes of God in the Father sanding HIM - it was to 
accomplish all that was needed for the salvation of undeserving sinners like you 
and me - he came to procure a harvest of souls and to equip and send his disciples 
into that harvest  

3. He speaks of the yearly rhythms of sowing and reaping and informs them LIFT UP 
YOUR EYES SEE THAT THE FIELDS ARE WHITE FOR HARVEST  
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a) Actually, the sowing and reaping has already begun - there has already been 
sowing - certainly the prophets and OT saints over the millennia - certainly John 
the Baptist in his baptism of repentance and personal longing for and 
proclaiming that the Savior has come into the world 

4. One sows another reaps - i sent you to reap - notice v. 34 he sent me - so that all 
who participate in God’s purposes and redemptive plans rejoice together both the 
one who sows and the one who reaps  

B. Meanwhile back in Samaria we find those fields are indeed white for harvest - ripe for 
the picking  

1. Samaritan woman is engaged in evangelism - this is a remarkable man - indeed the 
Christ - he told me all I ever did - the Samaritans come out to see Jesus and they 
beg him to stay with them - presumable so that they can hear his teaching and 
understand who he is - more believed because of his word - conclusion - this is 
indeed the savior of the world - a harvest is being reaped even among the unlikely  

2. This is a simple description of evangelism for all believers - meeting with Jesus and 
telling others about him  

C. All because he did accomplish the mission that the Father gave him - fulfilled ultimately 
at the cross - he knows more than any the significance of sowing and reaping - he 
knows there is a harvest because he has sown not simply his word but his very self 

[23] And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. [24] 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. (John 12:23-24) 
 
 

1. Died the death we deserved - sowed his body into the grace - then bursting forth in 
glorious day up from the grave he rose again - defeating sin and death - obtaining 
and giving eternal life to all who come to him in faith  

D. Application  
1. Call to unbelievers - are you thirsty? Only Jesus can satisfy  

Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. (Isaiah 55:1) 
 

a) All the promises in this world that you will be satisfied with more money, more 
sex, relationships, career advancement  

(1) All the treasures of this world can never satisfy so we cling to Christ  
2. All who have tased - Do you long for the salvation of sinners? 

We are too easily concerned with feeding ourselves and forget the harvest that is ripe for 
picking. (Edward Klink) 
 
Illustration: The Bridge course - creating unhurried context to learn about who Jesus is and who 
he came to do - church planting - harvest in Mechanicsburg 
 
O church, lift up your eyes and look at the fields! Hear the call of God and bring true water to 
the thirsty and true food to the hungry—bring Jesus to the world. May we embrace the 
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mission of our seeking God and seek the lost, not only around the globe but even around the 
corner. (Edward Klink) 
 

3. Evangelism = meeting Jesus and telling others about him   
4. Suffering saint - thirst believer - in a dry place - tasted and seen but the fulfillment 

is coming:   
[16] They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any 
scorching heat. [17] For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he 
will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” (Revelation 7:16-17) 
 
There is no heart-satisfaction in this world, until we believe on Christ. Jesus alone can fill up 
the empty places of our inward man. Jesus alone can give solid, lasting, enduring happiness. 
The peace that he imparts is a fountain, which, once set flowing within the soul, flows on to 
all eternity. Its waters may have their ebbing seasons; but they are living waters, and they 
shall never be completely dried. (J.C. Ryle) 
 

5. Let us look for all we need in him 
Close  
 
What a classic! 
 
Thankfully when our heart longs for more of God’s word there is always more  
 
Let us celebrate and sing of eternal life - living water - our Lord Jesus Christ  
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