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What Makes Jesus Angry?  
John 2:13-22 

 
Intro 
 
Alright everybody - let’s talk about the pandemic - the pandemic of road rage: 
 
• 78% of drivers report committing at least one aggressive driving behavior in the past 

year, including tailgating, yelling, or honking to show annoyance to another driver. 
(AAA) 

• The most common types of road rage are tailgating, yelling or honking at another 
vehicle, and are a factor in more than half of all fatal crashes. (AAA) 

• In a seven-year period, road rage incidents caused 218 murders and 12,610 injuries. 
(AAA) 

• That’s about 30 deaths and 1,800 injuries per year caused by road rage. (AAA) 
 
One study - Correlation with number of bumper stickers. One guy – A Jesus fish sticker on the 
bumper to keep him accountable - flimsy - ended up just making a bad impression.  
 
The ubiquity of road rage - it’s mostly men - is simply one, small expression of a culture where 
anger - even rage is common - pundits on the news channels launching attacks on political 
opponents - taking to social media to attack and insult - to say nothing of our own homes with 
sibling rivalries and parenting frustrations expressed in anger - CAR RIDE 
 
[21] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment. ’[22] But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; 
and whoever says, ‘You fool! ’will be liable to the hell of fire. (Matthew 5:21-22) 
 
This should inform self-proclaimed prophets and truth-tellers— baptizing rage - taking to the 
internet to provoke and insult - such were the holy men of old sheesh 
 
Bottom line - anger in itself is not wrong - we have the capacity for anger because we are made 
in the image of God - yet as in all of our emotional lives our anger is corrupted by sin. Anger can 
be good and godly - for instance is appropriate as a response to real injustice but we must be 
careful when we begin to experience anger and what we do with that anger:  
 
Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who has a hasty temper exalts 
folly. (Proverbs 14:29) 
 
[19] Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; [20] for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. (James 1:19-20) 
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Here in our text, we encounter Jesus and he is angry. We something of his emotional inner-life - 
fully orbed emotional man - we see what cares about most. 
 
His anger has no trace of sin - his anger is holy, righteous - therefore instructive to us as we 
seek to follow in his footsteps 
 
Seek to observe and understand what Jesus is doing in this story - by his grace transfer his 
thoughts/feelings/perspective to our own lives - our lives increasingly shaped by his life - our 
passion informed by his passion - let’s look together - 2 points  
 
I. Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

A. This incident occurs a few days after the wedding in Cana where Jesus miraculously 
turned water into wine and manifested his glory - his transforming power as a sign that 
points to what he came to accomplish in and through his death and resurrection  

B. And now we read this story where Jesus went up to Jerusalem during the Passover - 
end of March into middle of April 

C. As he came to Jerusalem, he entered the temple and there he found a loud, messy, 
marketplace IN the temple - livestock flea-market mixed with money-changers  

1. Offering services to pilgrims - as Jewish pilgrims and gentile God-fearers made their 
way to the temple to offer animal sacrifices for sin as prescribed under the Law of 
Moses it would common to arrive without an animal to sacrifice - buy one there  

2. Money-changers - pilgrims would arrive carrying the currency of their native land 
and would exchange for temple currency to be used to give financial offerings in 
the temple  

D. When he sees this marketplace in the temple he responds.  
1. NOT IMPULSIVE - He made a whip out of cords - gathered the materials - slow, 

deliberate, weaving leather straps together - and then he responds aggressively - 
not Jesus meek and mild - angry 

a) He drives the animals out with his whip - flips over the tables of the money 
changers and pours their coins all over the ground - quite a scene to behold! 

E. Why? These merchants were providing services that were needed in order to fulfill 
worship in the temple as dictated under the Law of Moses. We don’t need to wonder:  

1. “Do not make my Father’s house into a house of trade” - IOW How dare you turn 
my Father’s house into a market! 

F. The issue is not that they were selling animals to sacrifice in the temple or exchanging 
money for the temple offering - it is that they were conducting this loud, busy 
commerce in the temple  

1. He is concerned about the sanctity of the temple - FATHER’S HOUSE - HIS GLORY IS 
AT STAKE  

Picture him there, off alone, weaving back and forth, calmly constructing the weapon by 
which he would ferociously drive out the money changers, flipping over their tables. But why 
did he do this? Because they had perverted the use of the temple. This was the house of God, 
the one place where sinners could come and offer sacrifices and enjoy fellowship with God, 
reassurance of his favor and grace. It was the place of prayer, of blessed interchange between 
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God and his people. The money changers were the ones doing the real overturning—
overturning the temple from a place to know and see God to a place to make money. (Dane 
Ortlund) 
 

G. In the presence of an angry Jesus - driving out animals with a whip - flipping tables and 
completely disrupting the status quo - his newly minted disciples - Jewish men well 
acquainted with the OT Scriptures are reminded of Psalm 69:9 - “Zeal for your house 
will consume me”  

H. Though this was written by King David many years before - it had a prophetic edge as 
the Jewish people were anticipating a descendent of David - a greater king - a Messiah 
in the line of David -a prophetic reality fulfilled in the great king who is now in their 
presence  

Illustration: What might it look like today if Jesus walked into the evangelical churches in the 
West? I would suggest a careful assessment of the Christian subculture that is marketed today. 
In a seeming endless procession of endless books, conferences, t-shirts, coffee mugs, 
Testamints, Jesus stickers, WWJD bracelets and “gospel-centered” versions of everything - we 
are wise to be aware that a lot of this stuff can simply feed our materialism while making no 
real, lasting, meaningful, connection with the purity of worship that Jesus calls us to.  
 
Illustration: Church in Fl. Panhandle that has corporate sponsors. This pastoral prayer brought 
to you by Rick James Toyota of Crestview.  
 
Illustration: The prosperity gospel - worship as a means to wealth accumulation - JESUS 
WALKED IN  
 

I. Application 
1. Cleanses the temple at the beginning of his ministry in John - at the end of his 

ministry in the other Gospels 
2. The zeal of Jesus Christ is for his people to worship in purity and sincerity - he gets 

to define what worship looks like  
a) A place to see and know God into a place to make money  
b) His great passion - his great zeal was for the Father to be glorified in the sincere, 

uncorrupted, uncluttered worship of him  
It is a serious question whether the church in the western world has become so encased in 
the cocoon of material self-indulgence that the honor of God’s name among the nations has 
become a matter of indifference, with the result that the burning, ‘violent’ zeal of 
Jesus…strikes us as something of an embarrassment. (Bruce Milne) 
 

(1) Oh, that we would be a people who cast of the cocoon of materialism and 
self-indulgence and accumulation - oh that we would never be indifferent to 
the honor of God’s name among the nations  

c) More! 
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II. Jesus Replaces the Temple  
A. V. 18 The Jewish religious leaders understandably have some questions for this largely 

unknown man - beginning of his ministry - who has the gall to clear out the temple - 
“what sign do you show us for doing these things?” - validate your supposed authority  

B. V. 19 Jesus replies - here is the sign I will show you - “destroy this temple and in three 
days I will raise it up.”  

1. They are confused - It took 46 years to build this temple and you say you will raise it 
up in three days? Ridiculous.  

a) This version of the temple began to be built around 20 B.C.  
C. V. 21 John adds his voice to help us understand - what they didn’t understand was that 

Jesus was speaking about the temple of his body.  
1. What they did not understand and what they would not understand until his 

resurrection from the dead is that Jesus came not to simply return the temple to its 
God-given purpose under the law but rather to replace the temple  

2. V. 22 after he was raised from the dead his disciples finally understood what he was 
saying - they believed the Scriptures and the word that Jesus had spoken  

a) Note their example - whereas previously we read about the disciples believing 
in Jesus - this Gospel written for that purpose - here they believe the Scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken  

b) The word that reveals the Word - as it is for us today  
Illustration: Andy Stanley - 66 books - we only know Christ as he is presented in and through his 
word 
 
“The Christian faith does not rise and fall on the accuracy of 66 ancient documents,” the 
tweet said. “It rises and falls on the identity of a single individual: Jesus of Nazareth.” 
 
 

D. He did not simply come to cleanse the temple - he came to replace the temple  
1. The temple was the meeting place between God and man - the dwelling place of 

God - the place to offer sacrifices for the forgiveness of sin 
2. Here we find Jesus Christ prophesying of what he would accomplish in and through 

his sacrificial death and resurrection from the dead 
a) In his body he would lay down his life as the full and final sacrifice for sin - in his 

resurrection he was raised as the focal point of all true, biblical religion - NO 
LONGER A PHYSICAL TEMPLE THAT IS REQUIRED FOR OUR WORSHIP - THE 
MEETING PLACE BETWEEN GOD AND MAN - THE ONLY MEDIATOR BETWEEN US 
AND A HOLY GOD IS IN CHRIST HIMSELF  

[11] And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins. [12] But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, [13] waiting from that time until his enemies 
should be made a footstool for his feet. [14] For by a single offering he has perfected for all 
time those who are being sanctified. (Hebrews 10:11-14) 
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HE IS the one place where sinners can come and receive the grace of his sacrifice in the 
forgiveness of sins - HE IS THE PLACE WHWERE enjoy fellowship with God, reassurance of his 
favor and grace. In him is our place of prayer, of blessed interchange between God and his 
people. 
 

b) Note that this is his doing - v. 19 destroy this temple and I will raise it up  
[17] For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to 
lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my 
Father.” (John 10:17-18) 
 

E. Through faith in him alone - trusting in his sacrifice - we are united with Christ and 
these glorious realities of a new temple are unfolded in our lives:  

[19] So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, [20] built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, [21] in whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. [22] In him you also are being built 
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22) 
 

F. The dwelling place of God is in his people - because we are all united together in Christ 
- a glorious reality inaugurated here - GRACE! GRATEFUL! 

G. A couple points of application - transfer by God’s grace 
1. Believe the Scriptures - the word that reveals the Word  

a) Call to unbelievers - exclusive  
2. Observe the lapse between what Jesus is teaching about himself and there 

understanding and belief was several years  
a) Invest in kids - it may be years later like the disciples  

Illustration: MY STORY - 27 - I UNDERSTOOD  
b) When they are old, they will not depart - they will know where to return 
c) We are wise to ask ourselves what our kids might say are the things we are 

most passionate - zealous about  
d) AUTO PILOT - GOOD NEWS FRESH GRACE!!!  

3. Transfer his zeal to our lives - align our passion and zeal with his - WHAT WE FIND 
HERE - ZEALOUS FOR: 

a) Pure worship 
Modern-day worship which is irreverent, superficial, distraction-filled, cold, lifeless, sloppy, 
self-indulgent, hypocritical, ill-prepared or theologically inappropriate will likewise receive his 
censure, as will worship which detracts from the honor and glory of the living God through a 
concern for performance and self-display on the part of those leading it. ‘Judgment must 
begin at the House of God.’ (Bruce Milne) 
 

b) He’s not impressed with smoke machines and laser beams - he desires and 
delights in those who approach him humbly, dependently, sincerely - 
IMPERFECT - ONLY BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST  
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c) HIS ZEAL - The glory of God in all the earth  
My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your law. (Psalm 119:136) 
 
Illustration: Henry Martyn (1781-1812) missionary to native Americans and to Persian Muslims  
Henry Martyn…was the guest of a Muslim friend for dinner. His host described for him a 
painting he had seen of Jesus bowing down before Muhammad. 
Martyn tells us what happened next: 
  
“I was cut to the soul at this blasphemy. Mirza Seid Ali perceived that I was considerably 
disordered and asked what it was that was so offensive? I told him ‘I could not endure 
existence if Jesus was not glorified; it would be hell to me if He were to be always thus 
dishonored.’ (Quoted by Ray Ortlund) 
 

4. THAT THE DISHONOR OF JESUS CHRIST WOULD CUT US TO THE SOUL - FUEL A ZEAL 
AND PASSION FOR ALL TO KNOW AND WORSHIP 

(1) CHURCH PLANTING - ZEAL FOR HIS GLORY IN MECHANICSBURG - NOT 
SATISFIED  

Close  
 
What makes Jesus angry? Anything that stands between God being glorified in this world - 
anything that creates a barrier for humbled sinners in need of his grace to approach him.  
 
IF JESUS WALKED IN - MAY HE FIND US SINCERE - WE SERVE THE RISEN KING! WE DELIGHT TO 
GIVE HIM PRAISE! MAY CHRIST RECEIVE ALL THE GLORY THAT IS HIS DUE IN OUR LIVES AND IN 
THIS CHURCH  
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