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The Transforming Power of Jesus 
John 2:1-12   

 
Intro 
 
It would be overly simplistic to think of the Founding Fathers of this Country as a group of 
Christian men who created our Constitution. To be sure there were some faithful, orthodox 
Christians among them and most if not, all appear to believe in a God and approach the Bible 
with reverence, but there were certainly a variety of religious beliefs in colonial America. 
 
It should go without saying that a belief in God does not make one a Christian in any meaningful 
sense. I see something like this regularly on social media with articles being shared about the 
latest celebrity who has become a “born-again Christian” when that celebrity merely says 
something about believing in God. Don’t need to be desperate to get celebrities.  
 
One of the most famous representatives of this non-orthodox approach to religion and 
specifically the Bible was Thomas Jefferson. He clearly revered much of the teaching of Jesus 
Christ but he refused to accept the parts of the Gospels that described his supernatural activity, 
his miracle working power, the resurrection, and even the divinity of Christ. So he set himself to 
a project to remove all descriptions of miracles and the supernatural while keeping much of the 
teaching of Jesus. 
 
This book entitled The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth is commonly referred to today as 
The Jefferson Bible and is the fruit of Thomas Jefferson taking a razor blade and cutting out all 
the bits that did not appeal to his enlightenment rationalistic mind. You can find it at the 
Smithsonian in Washington D.C. 
 
His aim was to retain what he thought was the morality and philosophy of Jesus while throwing 
away the rest.  
 
the Jefferson Bible may have proved the opposite of what Jefferson intended. It doesn’t show 
Jesus to be a great moral teacher once his story is stripped of the miracles, exorcisms, and 
other acts that the former president found hard to believe. It presents Jesus rather as 
someone who didn’t do anything. As (one author) writes, “Jefferson’s is a hard gospel. The 
blind to not see; the lame do not walk; the multitudes will remain hungry if loaves and fishes 
must be multiplied to feed them. Even those who look to Jesus for forgiveness of sins are left 
wanting.” (Daniel Silliman, Thomas Jefferson Tried to ‘Fix ’the Bible. He Only Succeeded in 
Making It Sad.) 
 
Though the project of theological liberalism that rose to prominence in the 19th and 20th 
centuries followed in his footsteps by attempting to excise the supernatural from the Gospels - 
It is the gravest kind of error to attempt to separate the supernatural, miracle-working activity 
of Jesus Christ from his teaching and mission for it is in observing the miraculous that we learn 
more about who Jesus actually is. It is in and through his miracles that Jesus is teaching us 
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about what he came to accomplish, nothing less than reconciling sinful men and women to God 
and accomplishing all that is necessary for the redemption and restoration of all things.  
 
We have here the first miracle of Jesus in the Gospel of John - a story that is conspicuously 
absent from the Jefferson Bible but which is given to us for our instruction, for our wonder, 
amazement, awe and worship because here is not only the account of a miracle occurring - this 
is miracle that reveals to us something glorious about the Lord Jesus Christ and what he came 
to ultimately accomplish  
 
Three points - three parts to this story  
 
I. The Marriage Feast 

A. The setting. In the verses preceding our text at the end of chapter 1 we find Jesus 
calling disciples to himself - Andrew, Simon Peter, Philip, and Nathanael. And here, a 
few days into his ministry, he packs up the squad and heads to a wedding feast at Cana 
in Galilee along with his mother - unnamed but we know it is Mary  
 

B. The wine runs out at the wedding and Mary tells Jesus about the dilemma  
1. Understand weddings in that culture - in my study this week I discovered some 

details: 
a) Virgin = Wednesday  
b) Widow = Thursday  
c) It was a lavish affair - feasting for up to 7 days - so serious were the 

responsibilities of the bridegroom to provide a good time with plenty of drink 
and food over the course of that week that to fail to do could actually invite a 
lawsuit from dissatisfied guest 

(1) You thought planning your reception down at the firehouse was a challenge 
d) If we ran out of wine at a wedding we would likely turn to coffee and water for 

the rest of the event - running out of the staple drink of a marriage feast was a 
big no-no 
 

C. His response is remarkable and potentially off-putting  
1. He says “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 

Uh, Jesus, isn’t that a bit severe to call your mom woman  
Illustration: If my son talked like that I would respond swiftly  

2. The smart guys inform me in my study that the word here most closely resembles 
the word “ma’am” - don’t hear ‘woman get over here and wash the dishes’  

3. Jesus is 30 - his relationship with his mom has developed over the decades to the 
point where she is coming to a fuller understanding of who her Son is - after all the 
angel had said to her when she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit: 

[31] And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. [32] He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father David, [33] and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:31-33) 
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4. She has seen and embraced his calling - this is clear because she doesn’t respond 

with offense, rather with faith because in some apparent role involved in catering 
or leadership at the wedding, she commands the servants “do whatever he tells 
you”  

We must not avoid the conclusion that Jesus by rebuking his mother, however courteously, 
declares, at the beginning of his ministry, his utter freedom from any kind of human advice, 
agenda, or manipulation. He has embarked on his ministry, the purpose of his coming; his 
only lodestar is his heavenly Father’s will. (D.A. Carson) 
 

D. What does it mean when Jesus says - “my hour has not yet come?” 
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out 
of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. (John 13:1) 
 

1. The culmination and apex of his sinless life and ministry is in his substitutionary 
death and here, as Mary expresses her faith in his ability to do something 
remarkable about the tapped-out wine, he steps into the rest of this story  
 

E. Application  
1. We, like Mary, understand that when we read about and observe Jesus Christ in 

Scripture that he is a free-agent on a divine mission to save sinners like you and me. 
No human can give him advice, no human agenda can knock him off course, he is 
incapable of and will not be manipulated. Aren’t you glad that he set his face to 
Jerusalem - to the cross - no-one could take him of his course?   

Mary approached Jesus as his mother, and is reproached; …she responds as a believer, and 
her faith is honored. (D.A. Carson) 
 
II. The Miracle 

A. V. 6 - Jesus sees six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification  
1. Under the old covenant there was a requirement at various times for washing with 

water for purification - stone jars were incapable of being ritually defiled  
2. These are some big jars - 20 or 30 gallons each one 2-250 lbs.  
3. Fill them with water says Jesus and they are filled to the brim 

 
B. v. 8 Now draw some out and take to the master of the feast - the one chose to 

superintend the celebrations  
1. Notice, without saying a word, without any fanfare, without any showmanship or 

pizazz - he simply says - take some out and when this water is given to the master 
of feast who knows the wine has run out - he is amazed  

2. Apparently unaware that Jesus has done a miracle - he calls the bridegroom - 
what’s the big idea? Everyone knows you serve the good stuff at the beginning of 
the celebration when everyone’s palates are sensitive and you save the cheap 
hooch until people have lowered their standards after they’ve had a bunch.  
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a) Overabundance - 900 bottles of wine  
Illustration: Wine cut with water, less than a typical American beer, yet these folks had been 
making merry for some time - drunk freely - not in any way advocating alcohol abuse but in a 
blow against teetotalers we find that Jesus turned the water into the best kind of wine  
 

C. One commentator has written that in the presence of its Creator the water blushed red 
- ALL THINGS CREATED BY HIM AND FOR HIM 

The all-creating Word cannot be held ransom by the constraints of his own creation. (Bruce 
Milne) 
 

D. Application  
1. Observation - Jesus cares about normal, earthy, practical concerns - even 

something as mundane as running out of wine at a wedding 
a) The divine sommelier who provides the best wine - when he blesses, he does so 

in abundance  
Illustration: David Copperfield - a jet disappear - made the statue of liberty disappear - levitated 
over the Grand Canyon among others. Several years ago though Copperfield lost a lawsuit from 
someone who was injured during a trick in Vegas that was called Lucky 13 - the judge made him 
reveal:  
 
Copperfield’s executive producer explained in court that, once the curtain falls, the 13 
participants brought on stage are taken through passageways that go around the Las Vegas 
MGM building, where they exit and re-enter at the back of the theater. (Time) 
 

2. He’s not like David Copperfield - look over here - sleight of hand - filled to the brim - 
no room to sneak in some wine. His power is such that he need not even speak to 
accomplish his supernatural purposes - UNIQUE AMONG MIRACLE WORKERS  

3. He cares about the practical concerns of your daily life - not just the spiritual - but 
ultimately his work in our lives and across this world is intended to reveal more of 
who he is - that’s what he is doing here:  
 

III. The Manifestation of His Glory 
A. v. 11 John adds commentary to help us understand what is actually happening here - 

this is the first of his signs 
1. John calls miracles signs - the miracles point beyond themselves to important 

realities about the glory Jesus  
2. This miracle THIS MIRACLE was not simply a remarkable feat - this SIGN this sign 

was a manifestation of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ  
a) WE HAVE SEEN HIS GLORY - we have a front row seat 

Illustration: Many desire miracles in order to relieve sickness and suffering and loss - many 
want the miracle but not the Master - Disney trip - driving down 95 south - South of the Border 
billboards - not there  
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B. This miracle is sign those points to and reveals the glory of Jesus Christ - his 
transforming, miraculous power with his intended effect accomplished - his disciples 
believe in him - these things written THAT WE WOULD BELIEVE  
 

C. Here’s the glory he was revealing - what he would accomplish in his hour in v. 4 - he’s 
giving us a sign about what he came to do  

1. Those stone jars were artifacts of an old covenant system of law-keeping and 
purification for those defiled under the Law of Moses - SOMETHING GREATER than 
Moses HAS COME 

2. This ONE came to live a sinless life, showing mercy to the sick, the poor, the sinner, 
the ONE who in his hour of death was bearing our sin and our judgment - rising 
from the dead in victory - turning death into triumph - his agony for our salvation - 
in his cross he was ending the old covenant, law-keeping and bringing in himself a 
new covenant of grace upon grace:  

This particular miracle signifies that there is transforming power associated with Jesus. He 
changes the water of Judaism into the wine of Christianity, the water of Christlessness into 
the wine of the richness and fullness of eternal life in Christ, the water of the law into the 
wine of the gospel. (Leon Morris) 
 

3. Oh, that we would see and understand that this one who generously, abundantly, 
provides wine for the needy is the same one prophesied of old when the glorious 
destiny of every believer when he returns to redeem and restore all things: \ 

[6] On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast 
of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. [7] And he will 
swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread 
over all nations. [8] He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears 
from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the 
LORD has spoken. (Isaiah 25:6-8) 
 

4. In Christ turning water into wine, he points us to the glorious purpose that he came 
to accomplish  

[6] Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our 
God the Almighty reigns. [7] Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage 
of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; (Revelation 19:6-7) 
 

D. Application  
1. Yes, he can turn water into wine but more: 

a) He turns ashes to beauty  
b) He turns mourning into dancing  
c) He makes saints out of sinners 
d) He turns shame into triumph  
e) He transforms death from our great enemy to the doorway into eternal life  
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[20] But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, [21] 
who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 
even to subject all things to himself. (Philippians 3:20-21) 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2) 
 
Happy are those who, like the disciples, believe on him by whom the miracle was wrought. A 
greater marriage feast than that of Cana will one day by held, when Christ himself will be the 
bridegroom and believers will be the bride. A greater glory will one day be manifested, when 
Jesus shall take to himself his great power and reign. Blessed will they be in that day who are 
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb! (J.C. Ryle) 
 

2. TRUST HIM - TRUST THIS GLORIOUS CHRIST - REST IN HIS TRANSFORMING POWER 
Close  
 
What a devastating error to desire the teaching of Jesus without the glories of his supernatural, 
miracle-working power and redeeming grace  
 
Let us behold him in his glory and in beholding him we will find the things of this world growing 
strangely dim in light of his glory and grace  
 
In this chaotic world do not lose sight of the Savior - live each day in the shadow of his cross as 
we put our hope fully in the grace and glory to be revealed at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
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