
Living Hope Church 06 February 2022 

 

1 

 

John the Baptizer  
John 1:19-28 

 
Intro 
 
In recent months - My son loves to ask me about favorites and my opinion about what is the best - the 
first- in any given category 
 
What’s your favorite movie daddy? I have a top 10 maybe. Who do you think is the best NFL team? 
Steelers - Eagles. Who’s your favorite president? Grover Cleveland because he was named after a blue, 
furry monster.  
 
Ask you - Who in your thinking is the greatest person to ever live? I’m in a room full of Christians so duh. 
Spoiler alert guys. It’s Jesus. Someone in the back is like whoops I thought it was Gandalf. 
 
Lot’s of options - Gutenberg for the greatest innovation probably ever - at least pre-internet - with the 
printing press and the proliferation of books 
 
Albert Einstein or Isaac Newton with their genius helping us make sense of the physical universe  
 
Military genius and French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte.  
 
If we made a top 10 we probably would come up with similar names. What about Jesus? If we asked 
Jesus who is the greatest person to ever live what would he say? We don’t have to guess the answer. He 
told us as recorded in the Gospel of Matthew: 
 
Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the 
Baptist… (Matthew 11:11a) What an endorsement!  
 
This morning our text introduces us to John the Baptist. John the Forerunner. John the Immerser. John 
the Baptizer. In our text we learn about this great man - his convictions, his commitment, his virtue, 
what he prized and promoted and how he did it.  
Let’s read John 1:19-28 and learn about this man, this man who possessed true greatness - greatness 
that stands in contradiction to how the world counts greatness. Let’s read and learn and transfer what 
we can of John’s character and conviction to our lives  
 
This is John’s testimony concerning himself but even more importantly concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 points - 2 observations about the character, conviction, and commitment of John the baptizer to 
inform and inspire us as we walk in the footsteps of John and all like-him, the great cloud of witnesses 
that surrounds us in Hebrews 12.  
 
I. His faithfulness  
II. His humility   
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I. His Faithfulness (19-23) 

A. We examined the prologue last week as we had the privilege of a long, deliberate look at the 
Word - eternal Son of God - The Word of God who existed before all things and through whom 
God created all things. The light of life. And that this brilliant, transcendent, almighty Word 
became flesh - he became one of us - he dwelt among us  
 

1. Though rejected by many to all who receive him - all who believe in his name receive life - 
indeed eternal life. All who receive him experience the fullness of the grace of God. All who 
receive him are given the right to be called a child of God.  

 
[6] There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. [7] He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. [8] He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light. (John 1:6-8) 
 
(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’”) (John 1:15) 
 

B. V. 19 and this is his testimony. The Jews sent priests and Levites from the Jerusalem - the heart 
of Judaism to question him.  
 

1. “The Jews” in the gospel of John - can carry a number of different emphasis - people of God 
- or the Jewish people opposed to Christ - rely on the context to understand what is meant 
- here we learn that Jewish leaders sent representatives to question John  
 

2. We learn elsewhere in the gospels that John was drawing crowds as he preached and 
baptized and so he has provoked the authorities to figure out who he was and what he 
thought he was doing?  
 

C. “Who are you?” -  v. 20 sort of an odd statement - he confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed - emphasis helps us to hear how vehemently he answered their questions.  
 

D. They ask him if he is one of three figures  
 

1. Are you the Christ - are you the Messiah? For centuries the Jewish people had been waiting 
and watching and looking for the one prophesied in OT Scripture - One chosen and 
anointed by God to bring victory over their enemies - I am not him 
 

Illustration: Mandeans 

2. Are you Elijah? - may seem like a strange ask if he was a prophet that lived hundreds of 
years earlier - Elijah and chariot  
 

[5] “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 
[6] And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, 
lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” (Malachi 4:5-6) 
 

3. John was certainly by all appearances in the mold of OT prophets  
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Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and 
wild honey. (Mark 1:6) 
 
Illustration: If you want to eat like John, you can. There is a growing industry of food created for mass-
market consumption that uses insects as one of the main ingredients. Cricket protein bars and so forth. I 
looked into it so you don’t have to - MFP - 1 oz of grasshoppers contains 43 calories, 1 g fat, 5 g protein, 
only 1 carb - perfect for your low carb diet - you may have already abandoned your new year’s 
resolution diet.  
 

4. I’m not Elijah - CONTRADICTION WITH MATTHEW 11:14 - Jesus says that he is the Elijah to 
come - what gives?  

a) Simple enough resolution - John was not aware that he carried on the ministry of Elijah 
- Elijah chariot of fire - not literally Elijah returning but Jesus knows that John is fulfilling 
that Elijah role that was prophesied in Malachi 
 

5. Are you the prophet? NOT “A" 

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is 
to him you shall listen (Deuteronomy 18:15) 
 

6. NO - WRONG AGAIN - who are you? We need an answer - what do you say about yourself? 
He quotes Isaiah 40 
 

[1] Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. [2] Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
double for all her sins. [3] A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God. 
[4] Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. [5] And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” (Isaiah 40:1-5) 
 

7. He is God’s mouthpiece - he exists to be a witness to the coming of the Lord and to prepare 
the way for his coming for he knows - he knows what was described earlier in chapter 1 
that the Word has become flesh and has made his dwelling among us - the glorious one has 
come. John is simply fulfilling his calling - FAITHFUL MAN - A MOUTHPIECE - PREPARE THE 
WAY  

 
[14] And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, [15] for he will be great 
before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even from his mother’s womb. [16] And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their 
God, [17] and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people 
prepared.” (Luke 1:14-17) 
 

E. JOHN IS SOLD OUT - HIS LIFE IS ONE OF FAITHFULNESS  

F. Application  
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1. How can we apply this text? Put aside the notion of skinning you a camel and making a 
jacket or loading up on cricket protein bars and buying gallons of clover honey from a local 
farmer’s market. Here’s an insight that we can transfer to our lives: 

a) John the Baptist’s overriding concern was being faithful to what God had called him to 
do. Is this what wakes us up in the morning and informs each decision we make? Is our 
passion to be faithful to God and to fulfill his calling in our lives?  

b) My agenda, my promotion, my success, my ambition - or I exist to glorify God with my 
life and to be a witness of Christ? 
 

2. None of us are called in the unique way John was - all of us are called to faithfulness  
a) Home with the kids 
b) In the workplace  
c) In our neighborhoods  

(1) Faithful to God while pointing others to Jesus Christ 
  

3. “Make straight the way of the Lord” - learn elsewhere that this is repentance - turning from 
sin and self - with wide open hands and hearts ready to receive the Lord Jesus Christ  
 

II. His Humility (24-28) 

A. v. 24 - sent from the Pharisees - understand that priests and Levites where not often Pharisees 
so best to understand that some in that crowd were Pharisees  
 

B. v. 25 Why are you baptizing? - you aren’t the Christ, or Elijah, or the Prophet 
 

1. Understand that the Pharisees as we find throughout the Gospels were the among the 
religious elites of that day - strict, disciplined teachers of not only the law but endless rules 
that transcended the law. This is a question of spiritual authority.  

a) The Pharisees had not given him authority to baptize – offensive 
 

Illustration: Baptism in ancient Jewish culture - was for gentile converts - it would have been extremely 
offensive to baptize Jewish people as John was because they were already part of the chosen people - all 
need Christ 
 

b) What gives you the right to baptize people - who sanctioned you and gave you 
authority to do so?  
 

C. v. 26 I baptize with water - do you see how he changes the conversation to Christ? But among 
you stands one you do not know 
 

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. (John 
1:10) 
 

D. He goes on with the utmost humility - this one who comes after me - this one for whom I am 
preparing the way - I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandal  
 

Illustration: The duties of slaves explicitly did not include undoing sandal straps. That was considered 
below even a slave. John says I’m not even worthy to do that.  
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E. What is the explanation for his humility? THE WORD HAS BEEN MADE FLESH AND IS DWELLING 

AMONG US. DEEP DIVE NEXT WEEK. HE WAS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE INCARNATE SON OF 
GOD WHO HAS COME AS THE SACRIFICIAL, ATONING LAMB FOR SINNERS LIKE YOU AND ME  
 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 
 

F. How can we - who know in full what even John the Baptist only understood in part - that the 
Almighty, eternal, Word of God became one of us to die as one of us - as our substitute - the 
sacrificial lamb of God who took our sin and the righteous wrath of God we deserve upon 
himself in his death on the cross - in light of his glory and grace - UNDESERVING how can we 
not be deeply and profoundly humbled as well  
 

He must increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:30) 
 

1. Our text ends helping to position ourselves geographically - in Bethany across the Jordan - 
this is the first week of the ministry of Jesus Christ  
 

G. Application  
 

1. We aren’t impressive - Jesus is. 
  

The greatest saints of God in every age of the church have always been men of John the Baptist’s 
spirit. In gifts, and knowledge, and general character they have often differed widely. But in one 
respect they have always been alike: they have been ‘clothed in humility. ’They have not sought their 
own honor. They have thought little of themselves. They have been ever willing to decrease if Christ 
might only increase, to be nothing if Christ might be all. (J.C. Ryle) 
 

2. True greatness is found in the humble servant. Oh our gifts, knowledge, and backgrounds, 
and personalities are diverse - God has designed his church to be so - in one respect we 
may all be alike - it is our privilege and calling to clothe ourselves in humility as John did  
 

3. Think big thoughts about the glory and grace of God in Christ and little about ourselves - 
ever willing to decrease if Christ might only increase - to be nothing if Christ might be all  
 

4. This kind of humility informs our social media posts, the way we treat one another in 
disagreement and the priority we place on others  
 

5. Witness - church planting - sacrifice - he is worthy! 
a) John prepared the way for the incarnation of Jesus Christ - may we be a church that 

prepares the way for his second coming in faithful witness, faithful obedience, humbly, 
joyfully  
 

Close 
 
Greatest man born of a woman  
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Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. 
Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. (Matthew 11:11) 
 
Second birth into the kingdom of heaven. I’m in the presence of greatness. Not because of innate 
gifting, natural ability, skill-set, accomplishment but because in receiving Christ he has crowned our lives 
with his grace, his glory, his goodness  
 
Now it is our privilege to live faithfully - zealous for his glory in our lives and in this world - humbly 
making our way toward that great day of the Lord in the return of Christ.  
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