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The Word Became Flesh 
John 1:1-18 

 
Intro 
 
I like the comparison of John’s Gospel to a pool in which a child may wade and an elephant can swim. 
It is both simple and profound. It is for the…beginner in the faith and for the mature Christian. Its 
appeal is immediate and never failing. It is a simple Gospel. The humblest believer can read it and 
understand it and profit from it…The poor and the ignorant have often found in this Gospel something 
that matters intensely for life and for death. (Leon Morris) 
 
This morning we begin a journey through the Gospel of John. And make no mistake this divinely 
inspired, eyewitness account of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is meant for each one of 
us. A pool for children to wade in and yet deep enough that elephants can swim in as well. From the 
Christian who just got saved yesterday to the most mature among us even to the most poor and 
ignorant - because in this Gospel is something that matters intensely for life and death - because in this 
Gospel we meet the Lord Jesus Christ face to face. We have the profound privilege of observing his life 
and ministry - his death as the substitute for sinners like you and me and his glorious resurrection in 
power. Here in John, we hear his voice speaking to us - teaching us - strengthening us - promising us - 
shaping us.  
 
Oh yes this Gospel contains something that matters intensely for life and death. And our journey 
through this gospel begins this morning with the first 18 verses of chapter 1 - often referred to as a 
prologue that contains the major themes found in this gospel. 
 
No portion of the New Testament captured the imagination and the attention of the Christian 
intellectual community for the first three centuries more than this brief section of John's Gospel. (R.C. 
Sproul, John: St. Andrew’s Expositional Commentary) 
 
Let’s not waste any time getting into this gospel. Whether you’re a child or an elephant let’s jump into 
the pool and get wet. Stand as I read and let allow this text to capture our imagination and attention 
and our faith because this is the Word of God 
 
Four points - background/overview -three things we learn about Jesus Christ –  
1. His Divine Nature  
2. His Humility  
3. His Abundant Grace  
 
I. Background/Overview of John 

 
A. The author of this gospel is technically anonymous - evidence both historically and from within 

this book indicates that this was written by John the disciple and apostle of Jesus - referred to a 
number of times in this book as “the disciple Jesus loved”  
 
1. Ch. 13 who laid his head on Jesus’s shoulder  

 
2. Ch. 20 we read of the disciple Jesus loved and it is written in  
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This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and 
we know that his testimony is true. (John 21:24) 
 

B. Age is uncertain - as early as 70 AD - only a few decades after the ascension 
 

C. Whereas the synoptic gospels - Matthew, Mark, and Luke have many places of crossover and 
used similar source material - John provides us with a number of stories and much of Christ’s 
teaching that the synoptics don’t contain. Familiar and treasured accounts of: 
 
1. The meeting with Nicodemus 
2. The Samaritan woman at the well 
3. John 3:16 
4. The resurrection of Lazarus  
5. Christ’s high priestly prayer in Ch. 17 
6. The I Am declarations of Jesus - I am the good shepherd, I am the light of the world, I am 

the vine and you are the branches and so forth  
 

D. 1-12 “Book of signs” Jesus public ministry  
 

E. 13-21 the “Book of glory” the passion of Jesus - his death and resurrection and glorification  
 

F. We don’t need to guess at the purpose of this book - why it was written helpfully provided for 
us by the author himself: 
 

[30] Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book; [31] but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31) 
 

1. What our text reveals about Jesus Christ, the Son of God so that we may believe and have 
life - eternal life - not just for the conversion of sinners but for each one of us who each day 
need the grace and faith to believe in and trust in Christ – TODAY 
 

2. Three observations about Jesus Christ 
 

II. His Divine Nature (1-8) 
 

A. “In the beginning was the Word” - self-conscious reference to the first sentence in the first book 
of the OT - “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” - a new creation was 
coming in the incarnation of the Son of God - a new creation in the hearts of those who were 
previously dead in trespasses and sins  
 

B. The Word - logos - Greek philosophy - an impersonal principle of Reason that gave order to the 
universe - God’s complete and full message, revelation of who God is - the Word is a person - 
the Son of God  
 
1. Utter clarity - the Word was there at the beginning of creation - both with God and as God - 

important contribution to understanding the Trinity - and in his coming God is saying 
something to the world he created  
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God’s ‘Word ’in the Old Testament is his powerful self-expression in creation, revelation and 
salvation, and the personification of that ‘Word ’makes it suitable for John to apply it as a title to 
God’s ultimate self—disclosure, the person of his own Son. (D.A. Carson) 
[1] Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, [2] but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also he created the world. (Hebrews 1:1-2) 
 

2. Not only present at the beginning of creation - the world was created through him - v.3 all 
things made through him - ALL - he could not have been made  
 

3. All things were made through him and as Colossians 1:16 says “for him”  
 

Illustration: The principle of reason that gives order to the universe is not found in any philosophy but in 
a person - in the Word  
 

C. v. 4 In him was life - his life was light of men  
a) He is the undiluted essence and source of life - an overflowing fountain of life as the 

one through whom God created All things  
b) Not only is he the source of life, his life is the light of humanity - he is the one who 

illuminates our lives and gives them their true meaning 
 

2. v. 5 The light of life flowing from the Word breaks into the darkness of our fallen world and 
though opposed by the darkness of sin and rebellion and corruption - his light cannot and 
will not ultimately be quenched 
 

Illustration: Brightest spotlight -  
 
“Transform the dead of night into daytime by turning on the world’s brightest spotlight.” 
Only the flicker of a dying candle in comparison 
 

D. v. 6-8 describe the reason why John the Baptist - next week - was sent from God - to bear 
witness to the light of Christ - so that - as we saw in ch. 20 - THAT ALL MIGHT BELIEVE THROUGH 
HIM - this is John’s great burden to reveal the glory and light of Jesus Christ so that all who 
encounter Christ in this gospel might believe 
 

E. Application 
 
1. Here at the outset, we encounter the Son of God - the Word of God eternal - holy - all-

powerful creator - the life-giving light of heaven coming into the world - makes 9-13 so 
stunning  
 

III. His Humility (9-13) 
 
A. v. 9 - This glorious one, the true light, was coming into the world…What? MARVEL The 

transcendent Son of glory was coming into the world?!! 
 
1. He came as one of us and revealed his glory. His glory was not in coming as a King wrapped 

in splendor and majesty - riding a chariot with a crown of costly jewels. He revealed his 



Living Hope Church 30 January 2022 

 

4 

 

glory in humility. 
 

2. v. 10-11 He arrived in the creation that he himself had made and his own creation did not 
recognize or receive him – TRAGEDY 
 

3. He came to his own - specifically Israel that had been waiting and longing for the Messiah 
for millennia and yet when he arrived, he was not recognized or received - in fact he was 
rejected and crucified - he came willingly knowing this would happen 
 

The world missed its great opportunity. It did not come to know the Word when the Word was in its 
very midst. The world did not know him. The world never does. The world’s characteristic reaction to 
the Word is one of indifference. (Leon Morris) 
 

B. But not all refused him v. 12 - there were some who received him - there continue to be some 
who receive him - all who did and all who do receive him - who believed in his name (again) - HE 
GAVE THE RIGHT TO BECOME CHILDREN OF GOD - adoption and dignifying sinners like you and 
me  
 
1. Born not of blood or because of physical desire nor anything accomplished by our will - BUT 

OF GOD  
 

2. HE IS RESPONSIBLE - CHAPTER 3 - MUST BE BORN AGAIN  
 

C. Application 
 
1. The light penetrated the darkness - the Son of God came to live among us as one of us - to 

die as our substitute at the hands of his own - to be raised from the dead in glory bringing 
eternal life to all who receive him 
 

2. CALL TO UNBELIEVERS - I urge you to not be indifferent - close with Christ - receive him this 
day  
 

3. This world is full of lights that attract our affections and distort our perspective  
a) The gleam of money and possessions - the sparkle of success, upward mobility 
b) The flicker of digital porn on the computer or smart phone screen  

(1) When these things become our lights, we are blinded, we will be let down 
 

4. We behold Jesus, the true light, the one who shines brighter than anyone or anything - and 
he has come to us - The only one who can ultimately give us the light of God’s truth and the 
eternal life we long for - who illuminates our sin and need for a Savior and readily redeems 
and adopts all who receive him 
a) He was rich in divine glory and became impoverished for our sake, he was satisfied in 

glory and made himself to suffer, all for love’s sake became poor.  
b) Repent and Believe - find your joy, your life, your light in him. 
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IV. His Abundant Grace (14-18) 
 
A. v. 14 The Word - that supreme, eternal Son described in v. 1 - became flesh - wonder of 

wonders and dwelt among us - tabernacled among us - the people of Israel received the grace 
of being given instructions on building the tabernacle and later the temple as the place where 
the people of God could come into the presence of God - in the incarnation we find God in 
Christ - himself present among us  
 

B. John says - we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the father full of grace and 
truth - he was there at the transfiguration  
 
1. Jesus came to reveal the glory of God to humanity - there were instances of God revealing 

his glory like the filling of the tabernacle and later the temple with his glory 
 

[18] Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” [19] And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass 
before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD. ’And I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. [20] But,” he said, “you cannot see my 
face, for man shall not see me and live.” (Exodus 33:18-20) 
 

2. Here God meets with us - face to face - foretastes of the One who came to finally and fully 
reveal to us the glory of God - the Son full of grace and truth - a surprising, unexpected glory 
 

True glory is to be seen, not in outward splendor, but in the lowliness with which the Son of God lived 
among us and suffered for us. (Leon Morris) 
 

C. v. 15 Lest any have the misconception that John the Baptist - described by Jesus in Matthew 
11:11 as the greatest man to have lived to that point - he appeared to come before Jesus 
because he was a witness the preceded the ministry of Jesus - he understood v. 1 - he was 
actually long before him  
 

D. v. 16 from his fullness we have received grace upon grace 
 
1. The law was given through Moses - a gracious gift given by God to his people - but it was a 

placeholder - a teacher to reveal our need for a Savior - Far greater grace has arrived in and 
through the promised Messiah Jesus Christ - in him is the fullness of the grace of God - the 
kindness and mercy of God  
 

E. How does one obtain this grace?  v. 16 - it is simply received, simply by believing in and trusting 
Christ, by believing in his name - all that he is and has done for us in his death/resurrection 
 
1. v. 12 God’s handing out the right to become beloved children of God to undeserving sinners 

like you and me. THAT’S GRACE! That’s what the grace of Jesus Christ is all about - the 
opposite of Santa - God gives his gifts to naughty, sinful, repentant boys and girls who 
receive him - who believe in his name  
a) GRACE - Unmerited favor - not just a little - an infinitely great outpouring from the 

bottomless well of the grace of the eternal Son of God 
2. All who received Christ receive all that God is - the risen Christ seated now in glory at the 

Father’s side v. 18 - seated at the right hand of the Father is in the business of making God 
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known and knowable and supplying all-sufficient grace for the undeserving  
 

F. Application 
 
1. Our conversion is an encounter with the glory of Christ and receiving unmerited, unearned 

kindness and favor 
  

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6) 
 

a) GLORY - GRACE  
 

2. Suffering Christian - you doubting God’s goodness? Consider the kindness and generosity of 
God in Christ - his humility, his coming, dying, his supply of grace - received him you are 
beloved and precious child 
 

3. PATTERN OF SIN? Tempted to think God is fed up and done with you? THERE IS MORE 
MERCY IN HIM THAN SIN IN US - Sibbes - where sin increased, grace abounded all the more 
- Romans 5:20 
 

G. For all who have received him - we have not seen him with our eyes  
[8] Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him 
and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, [9] obtaining the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:8-9) 
 

H. but just a little while and we will experience God dwelling among us tangibly, we will see Christ 
as the apostle John did the fullness of all of his grace poured out on us will culminate and 
consummate in an eternity of life and glory in the presence of the risen Christ as he once again 
dwells with us physically and forever: 
 

[21:1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will 
be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. [4] He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:1-4) 
 
Close 
 
After reading this passage, can we ever give too much honor to Christ? Can we ever think too highly of 
him? Let us banish the unworthy thought from our minds forever. Let us learn to exalt him more in 
our hearts, and to rest more confidingly the whole weight of our souls in his hands. (J.C. Ryle) 
 
That’s what John is about - teaching us to exalt Christ and to rest the whole of our souls and selves in his 
hands.  
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Let us honor Christ and exalt in him. Oh, we could never, ever think TOO highly of him. And this Gospel 
has been generously, kindly, graciously given to us as gift to strengthen our souls and to honor and exalt 
in Christ. CAN’T WAIT! 
 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that 
you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a 
link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope 
Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
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