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God With Us 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 
Intro 
 
You may recall the controversy over Rob Bell’s book “Love Wins” a number of 
years ago where he questioned an orthodox understanding of hell and seemed to 
indulge a kind of universalism - the belief that in his words “love wins” and no-one 
will finally be judged for sin. Still very popular as he tours the country teaching a 
supposedly more accessible and inclusive way to read and experience spirituality 
for agnostics and once orthodox Christians who are busy deconstructing their 
faith, even before Love Wins he was busy undermining the orthodox faith once 
for all delivered to the saints. Specifically writing in his book Velvet Elvis he says:  
 
What if tomorrow someone digs up definitive proof that Jesus has a real, 
earthly, biological father named Larry, and archaeologists find Larry’s tomb and 
do DNA samples and prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that the virgin birth 
was really just a bit of mythologizing the Gospel writers threw in to appeal to 
the followers of…religious cults that were hugely popular at the time of Jesus, 
whose gods had virgin births? (Rob Bell) 
 
He asks the question would it really change everything if that little bit was off in 
the gospel accounts? One implication being that maybe we could even downplay 
this event to make our Christianity more palatable to skeptics? 
 
In response to this, scholar and author Owen Strachen writes: 
 
if we downplay this event, we miss a breathtaking part of God’s work to redeem 
a sinful people. The virgin birth is the catalyst to everything that follows. It 
signals that there is something heavenly about this child. He is the God-man. He 
is fully human (born of Mary) but fully God (conceived by the Holy Spirit). There 
is no other child like him. He is God’s agent of mercy, sent into the world by the 
will of the Lord. (Owen Strachen) 
 
Downplaying the event of the miraculous incarnation of God in the virgin birth of 
the Christ means that we miss a breathtaking part of God’s work to redeem a 
sinful people for as NT scholar Stephen Wellum writes: 
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By the virgin conception, the triune God created a new human nature for the 
Son, and as a result of this action, in Jesus we truly meet God face-to-face—not 
indwelling or overshadowing human flesh but in full undiminished glory. 
Although we behold Jesus as a man, he is much more; he is the Lord, the divine 
Son who humbles himself and veils his glory by becoming one with us. (Stephen 
Wellum) 
 
Let’s meet with God this morning face-to-face. To any who arrive here distracted, 
overwhelmed, jaded - Let’s recapture the wonder of God becoming one of us - 
God with us 
 
Three acts in this breathtaking part of God’s work to redeem a sinful people 
 
I. Mary Gets Pregnant v. 18 

 
A. V. 1-17 we were given a genealogy - a long list of names providing proof 

that Jesus is in the line of the gracious promises that God made to 
Abraham and David  
 

1. That in Abraham’s offspring all the families of the earth would be 
blessed 
 

2. That God would set a descendent upon David’s throne forever 
a) These 2 promises - over many centuries - through many trials and 

apparent setbacks - are coming to fulfillment in the event described 
in this text  
 

B. V. 18 - now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way - literally 
“origin” - because as we see we are not only told how he was born but 
how he came to be in the first place  
 

C. We find his mother Mary - betrothed to Joseph 
 

1. She would have been around 13 or 14 - Joseph older - don’t know  
 

2. Betrothed - not just engaged  
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a) In Jewish culture their bond was as legally as binding as marriage - it 
wasn’t until they got married that they would live together and 
enjoy physical intimacy. They might not have known each other very 
well at all as marriages were often arranged in this ancient culture  
 

D. Before they came together - physical intimacy in marriage - she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. This is the origin of Jesus Christ - The 
Holy Spirit of God brought this child to be in the womb of young Mary 
 

1. We are peering into the greatest kind of mystery - God intervened in 
space time history to do the unique, the remarkable, the astonishing - 
touching down on this earth in and through the womb of a young 
teenage girl 

 
[30] And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. [31] And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. [32] He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, [33] and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 
[34] And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
[35] And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy—the Son of God. (Luke 1:30-35) 
 
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according 
to your word.” And the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:38) 
 

2. She submitted herself as a servant of the Lord - Power of the Most High 
overshadowed her and she was found to be with child 
 

3. No ordinary child - no ordinary origin - this child will sit on the throne of 
David - of his kingdom there will be no end - and it begins here at the 
incarnation of the eternal Son of God    
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E. Application  
 

1. There is wonder upon wonder here for us - God has come to us in the 
most unique and miraculous way 
 

II. God Speaks to Joseph v. 19-23 
 

A. Joseph finds out that his betrothed is pregnant and being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly 
 

1. What does it mean that he was a just man? It means that Joseph was a 
faithful Jewish man who followed the law of Moses - that is actually 
why he was planning to divorce her - because he followed the law 
  

2. Deuteronomy 24 for instance gives provision for a man to divorce from 
a woman who has committed adultery - a text that Jesus refers to later 
in this gospel in Matthew 19  
 

B. There are 2 things functioning in Joseph’s heart and thinking - he is a 
faithful jew but also, he is clearly a merciful man as he does not want to 
put her to shame so he resolved to divorce her quietly - he refrained from 
taking to Jerusalem Twitter and announcing Mary’s perceived infidelity  
 

1. There is a discernible mercy, kindness and restraint in this godly man - I 
would suggest an example that corrects our culture of outrage and 
venting one’s spleen on social media and elsewhere - seeking to shame 
those with whom we take issue  
 

C. Because he is just, he plans on divorcing here - because he is merciful, he 
plans to do it quietly - but God intervenes to give him a fuller picture - an 
angel of the Lord sets him straight - not only is Mary innocent of infidelity 
having become pregnant by the Holy Spirit - and this child of hers does not 
have just an extraordinary origin - he has a glorious destiny   
 

1. V. 21 - you shall call his name Jesus for he will save his people from 
their sins - Jesus = God is salvation = his name literally tells us that this 
is THE Savior  
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2. And this the angel says - oh this is not some recent idea dreamed up by 
God - this was to fulfill what the Lord spoke through Isaiah hundreds of 
years prior - the virgin shall conceive a son - his name shall be called 
Immanuel - God with us to save - to rescue  

a) Put yourself in Joseph’s shoes - how would you have responded?  
(1) This woman that you are engaged to is pregnant through the 

Holy Spirit 
(2) And, he’s the savior of the world - he is the invisible God 

becoming visible through a small child who is God with us - God 
himself - come to dwell with us  

(3) Certainly, an angel would help - These are the most grand, 
glorious transcendent things that could ever be spoken of any 
human - this child both God and man at once - mystery  
 

D. Application  
 

1. Joseph woke up and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him 
a) In this we find a remarkable faith and submission toward God - I 

pray that as God clearly speaks to us through his word, we would be 
found to rise each day living our lives in obedience to God - with 
faith in God’s Word and God’s promises  

b) This Christmas season is a perfect time to rise out of spiritual 
sleepiness - sluggishness - half-hearted obedience - by his grace 
renew our faith in God and step into lives that are more joyfully 
submitted to him than ever before  
 

III. Jesus Is Born  
 

A. V. 24 - Joseph took his wife - he took Mary to be his wife - v. 25 they 
refrained from physical intimacy until after she had given birth to the child. 
And HE called his name Jesus just as the angel had commanded him.  
 

B. We are to understand that when Joseph named the child, he was claiming 
responsibility for this child - he was making a legal claim of adoption and 
therefore bringing this child into the lineage of King David so that he could 
fully and truly be called the Son of David.  
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1. Naming in ancient Jewish culture carried with it a profound weight - 
Isaiah 43:1 “I have called you by name you are mine.  
 

C. In verse 25 as we read of the birth and naming of Jesus - oh we are walking 
on holy ground - in this child - in Jesus we truly meet God face to face - 
Immanuel God with us has come  
 

D. Jesus - God is savior - the only one who ever would or ever could save his 
people from their sins - how will he do it - he grows to manhood - sinless 
and faithful to God in every way and finally through offering up on the 
cross the same flesh and blood that he took to himself in becoming this 
small human baby  
 

[26] Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” [27] And he 
took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of 
it, all of you, [28] for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. (Matthew 26:26-28) 
 

E. We rejoice that the angel didn’t declare that he might save his people 
from their sins - there is a high likelihood he will save his people from their 
sins - a 90% chance that he will save his people from their sins - Joseph 
called his name Jesus for the angel had declared that he WILL SAVE HIS 
PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS  

 
He saves them from the guilt of sin, by washing them in his own atoning blood. 
He saves them from the dominion of sin, by putting in their hearts the 
sanctifying Spirit. He saves them from the presence of sin, when he takes them 
out of this world to rest with him. He will save them from all the consequences 
of sin, when he shall give them a glorious body at the last day. Blessed and holy 
are Christ’s people! From sorrow, cross, and conflict they are not saved; but 
they are ‘saved from sin ’forevermore. They are cleansed from guilt by Christ’s 
blood. They are made meet for heaven by Christ’s Spirit. This is salvation! (J.C. 
Ryle) 
 

1. Do you need to be saved from the guilt of sin? 
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2. Do you need to be saved from the dominion of sin? 
 

3. Do you need to be saved from the presence of sin and the 
consequences of sin? 
 

4. GOOD NEWS - ALL WHO REPENT OF SIN AND TRUST IN CHRIST - WILL 
BE SAVED - WILL BE SAVED FROM SIN FOREVERMORE AND CLEANSED 
FROM GUILT BY HIS BLOOD 

a) THIS - IS - SALVATION! 
 

F. Application  
 

1. Born a tiny little, vulnerable, human child - dying as our substitute and 
rising from the dead - resplendent in resurrection glory - he is the 
Savior of all who call upon his name - and reigning with all authority in 
heaven at the right hand of the majesty on high - he is still the God-man 
- he still shares our humanity and invites us to draw near to him 
  

For all his resplendent glory and dazzling holiness, his supreme uniqueness and 
otherness, no one in human history has ever been more approachable than 
Jesus Christ. (Dane Ortlund) 
 

2. Maybe you are experiencing loneliness in this Christmas season - loss - 
grief - oh you have Immanuel - God is with you as he promised - rest in 
him 
 

…behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:20) 
 

3. By way of application - I simply can’t improve on NT scholar Daniel 
Doriani’s exhortation  
 

May the Spirit work in us to receive what God began to accomplish in the birth 
of Jesus. May we also submit our plans and our emotions to him, as Joseph did. 
May we give our hearts and minds to him as Mary and Joseph did. May we 
know that God is with us, to bless us, in every season of life. In every distress, 
let us turn to God for comfort. In joy and blessing, let us not ascribe it to good 
fortune or hard work, but to Immanuel who is present to bless. God is present 



Living Hope Church 12 December 2021 
 

8 
 

with us in the person of Jesus. May we have the faith, trust, love, and obedience 
to receive the blessings of Immanuel. (Daniel Doriani) 
 
Close  
 
So, in and through God’s Word we have met with him face-to-face as we behold 
the Christ child  
 
May we never - even subtly - in our minds and hearts downplay the reality of the 
miraculous incarnation of the Son of God - in this Christmas season let us renew 
our wonder at this breathtaking part of God’s work to redeem a sinful people - 
our Immanuel - God with us - the one who saves us and keeps us and the one who 
is coming again.  
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