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Matthew 1:1-17  
What’s In a Name? 

 
Intro 
 
One of my grandmother’s - my nannie’s great interests was researching our family tree - understanding 
our genealogy. I have boxes of paperwork in my basement that I’ll go through some day. She loved 
researching and she loved talking about her research. Apparently, my family is distantly related to the 
Penske’s - of racing and motor oil fame. Also tracing back to my grandfather’s Italian roots is the 
Currocio’s - one of whom had some renown as a cameo maker - little broaches of women’s portraits 
carved in ivory - I have one somewhere.  
 
I believe there is some link to royalty to someone in the region now known as Alsace-Lorraine in France 
somewhere in the far distant past. 
 
On my dad’s side of the family - the Kreps - I know very little except this little nugget from ancestry dot 
com:   
from German Krebs ‘crab ’or Yiddish kreps ‘crayfish’. As a Jewish name it is of ornamental origin; 
otherwise, it was probably a nickname for someone with a peculiar way of walking.  
 
If you think I’m crabby or I walk funny or both now you know why. 
 
My nannie was not alone in her interest in genealogy. It is well documented that on the heels of the 
book and then massively popular TV miniseries “Roots” in the 1970s and 80s there was a huge surge of 
interest in genealogy with resources and libraries and clubs forming all over the U.S. Of course, this 
continues into this day with any number of websites where you can search for your genealogical 
information not only through your name but your DNA.  
 
This morning we are going to look at a genealogy - of much more ancient origin then figuring out 
someone’s great-great-great-great grandfather in Africa, Russia, Europe and unlike the dusty boxes lying 
untroubled in the back of my basement this genealogy is not the kind of thing we should neglect or 
relegate to the boring parts of the Bible - in this genealogy we find relevant living words for our 
understanding and application - because this is God’s Word and this is the genealogy of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
This and the next 2 weeks leading into Christmas we will spend time in the first chapter and a half of 
Matthew - lingering over the glory and the grace of the incarnation - that unspeakably great, deeply 
humbling reality that the Son of God humbled himself to become a baby.  
 
We resist the temptation to rush through may what appear to be simply a list of names to get to the 
good stuff - inspired and given for our instruction and edification. God through his servant Matthew is 
communicating priceless truth through this seemingly mundane list of names.  
 
“What’s in a name?” Juliet asked of Romeo - I’ll tell you what’s in these names - in this list of names of 
men and women over many centuries we find the sovereign hand of God steering all of history toward 
the fulfillment of his great and precious promises of blessing and salvation for his people  
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This text is about promises - 3 points - first v. 1-6 speak of  
 
I. Promises Made 

 
A. V 1 at the outset - the inspired apostle presents with a grand and sweeping claim - that this 

genealogy (genesis) of Jesus Christ is most essentially about the fact that he is the son of David, 
the son of Abraham 
 

1. Son of David - he is the covenant king of God’s people  
 

And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be 
established forever.’” (2 Samuel 7:16) 
 

2. Abraham - he is the promised offspring - in his coming all the families of the earth will be 
blessed  
 

[2] And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:2-3) 
 

B. This is a bold claim and Matthew takes the next 15 verses to show us - proving to us how Jesus 
can claim these titles  
 

C. v. 2 - Abraham was the father of Isaac - reminding us that while it appeared to be unlikely that 
God would keep his promise to of giving children to 100-year-old Abraham and his elderly wife 
- in Genesis 21: 
 

[1] The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. [2] And 
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. 
(Genesis 21:1-2) 
 

D. So, it began - Isaac had his son Jacob - Jacob had Judah and so forth - stories we learn as kids in 
Sunday school - the patriarchs of Israel - but then it goes a bit sideways  
 

1. V. 3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar - maybe less familiar - Genesis 38 we 
read of Judah’s daughter in law - whose husband Er had been put to death by God himself 
for unnamed wickedness - Tamar seduced her father-in-law Judah in order to get pregnant 
and have kids - Perez and Zerah - nevertheless the lineage is preserved and continues  
 

E. V. 5 we find Rahab - do you remember Rahab? The Canaanite prostitute who hid the Israelite 
spies in Jericho and who was spared her life? Boaz descended from her - that kinsman 
redeemer that we read of in the beautiful book of Ruth who took the Moabite widow Ruth as 
his wife - in this continuing family line we arrive at David the great king over Israel  
 

F. Application 
 

1. Matthew is showing us that our God is a promise making and promise keeping God. The OT 
story is given to us so that we can observe him skillfully, mercifully, often in surprising ways 
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bending history toward the fulfillment of his promises.  
 

2. Notably is the presence of a number of women - most foreigners grafted into the royal 
lineage - marginalized women - women of dubious and soiled reputation - maybe we would 
want to cover up those bits and speak in hushed tones - Jesus is not ashamed  
 

God in his providence saw fit to include women who were foreigners and sinners in the royal lineage 
of Jesus so as to show that he is God not only of righteous Jews but of all humanity and that he has 
come to bring salvation to the whole world of humanity. (Grant Osborne) 
 

a) God made a covenant with Abraham that he would bring blessing to all the world in 
and through his offspring - he made a promise to David that his throne would be 
established forever but in v. 7-11 - global blessing with God’s king at the center of it all 
- as we observe history - we find that the promises appeared to be in Jeopardy 
 

II. Promises in Jeopardy 7-11 
 

A. We come to the great King David the father of Solomon - wife of Uriah - Bathsheba - once again 
God brings his good purposes out of a tragic and sinful situation - David and adultery - things 
begin to really go downhill 
 

1. Solomon - that great and wise king who built the temple - he did not end well as in the 
latter half of his life he willfully violated God’s commandments to him  
 

2. V. 7 Rehoboam his son - a King wicked and cruel to the people of Israel  
 

3. Spirals downward - mostly wicked with some good mixed in - Abijah did what was evil - 
Asaph and his son Jehoshaphat were good kings but they were follow by wicked King Joram 
- Uzziah ended his life as a leper because of God’s judgment  

a) Bright spots like the flawed Hezekiah and the great reformer Josiah  
 

4. Ahaz, Manasseh, Amos, Jechoniah all men who incurred God’s judgment not only on 
themselves but against the people of God culminating in God finally executing judgment on 
his sinful people v. 11 Israel captured and deported to live under the cruel reign of pagan 
Babylon  
 

B. An appropriate question on the mind any self-conscious jew at that time - Are the promises of 
God in jeopardy? Will sinful men thwart his promise of blessing and salvation in one who was 
to come as the offspring of Abraham and who would sit on the throne of David - the reign of 
wicked Kings suggested otherwise  
 

C. And yet even in this downgrade - this apparent descent into evil culmination in Israel being 
disbanded and captured - God continues to ratify and clarify his promises: 
 

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. (Isaiah 1:1) 
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D. And God through his holy prophet Isaiah - prime example of his grace - speaks to a wicked king 
- Ahaz and while there are threats of God’s judgment - In the days of wicked King Ahaz God 
spoke through his prophet declaring:  
 

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 
 
And later these memorable words - Christmas - communion - in the day of wicked king Ahaz the prophet 
declared: 
 
[6] For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 
his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. [7] Of 
the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 
 

E. Application  
 

1. While God’s promises appeared to be in jeopardy they never were and they never will be - 
whatever appearances may be - HE IS ALWAYS, UNFAILINGLY AT WORK FOR HIS GLORY 
AND THE GOOD OF HIS PEOPLE - IN THE DARKEST OF DAYS- ESPECIALLY even in exile, even 
in suffering, even we see no way forward 
 

2. In our difficult circumstances, in our suffering we remember that God is faithful even when 
we have trouble seeing it - let us not doubt the faithfulness of God  

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace; 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. (Cowper) 
 

3. Informs the way we perceive the times we live in - The breakdown of shared cultural values 
that had at least their genesis in the Bible - in the face of our government and uncertainty 
and Omicron - resist any notion that God has abandoned or forgotten or is slow in fulfilling 
his promises - NEVER IN JEOPARDY - WHATEVER APPEARANCES 
 

4. v. 12-17 help us build faith that he will be faithful  
 

III. Promises Fulfilled 12-17 
 

A. V. 12 the deportation to Babylon is not the last word for the promise made to the people of 
God - Shealtiel and Zerubbabel - noble men who serve the people of Israel as the return from 
exile - described in the book of Ezra - men who built an altar to God once again and returned to 
the covenant  
 

B. As we make our way through these verses we come upon men whose names - while some of 
the common Jewish names - are unknown and unspoken of in the Scriptures - Jewish 
community kept detailed records - once again we find God using common men - men forgotten 
even to history to bring about his plan and purposes in this world - all the way to Joseph - the 
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husband of Mary, of who Jesus was born, who is called Christ - though not by blood as Mary 
was a virgin who gave birth through the Holy Spirit - legally and officially the father of Christ. 
 

C. Nothing could and nothing would thwart his plan to bring Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham into this world as the Christ - the chosen one - the Messiah, the savior of all 
will entrust their souls to him  
 

1. Who is this child lying in a manger - he is the king i tell you! Oh, King David was a great king 
of Israel, but now one greater than David has come - this child is the King - the King of kings 
- lived sinless life making his way to a cross to die for the sins of his people 
 

2. The Roman soldier, in their attempt to mock him, had no idea how correct they were as 
they nailed a placard above his dying head - this is the King of the Jews  
 

Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King" 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
 

3. 17 - there is debate about the significance of 14 - he definitely doesn’t mean that this the 
complete list of figures - some of these lived hundreds of years apart - we’ll let a NT scholar 
help us understand:  
 

Clearly this is a theological retelling, for Matthew omits many generations. His emphasis on 14 is 
purposeful and an example of gematria—when a set of letters ’numerical value makes a theological 
point. In Hebrew, David consists of three letters and has the numeric value of fourteen…From the 
outset, Matthew wants readers to see Jesus through the person of David. The genealogy—and 
Matthew’s entire Gospel, for that matter—is about how Jesus is David’s son. God made a binding 
promise to David concerning one of his sons; the genealogy shows how he’s fulfilled it. Human 
promises are flawed, but when God promises something, we can take it to the bank. If he has pledged 
himself to you, he isn’t letting you go, no matter what you do. Israel couldn’t out-sin the promises of 
God—and neither can you. (Patrick Schreiner, 5 Reasons Matthew Begins With a Genealogy) 
 

D. Application 
 

1. God uses gentiles, evil kings, sexual sinners, marginalized and the poor to accomplish his 
will and to keep his promises  
 

2. God often works in unlikely and unexpected way to accomplish his purposes in our lives - 
our place is to rest in his grace and trust him for his mercy  
 

3. He who did as promised and sent his own Son born of a virgin how will he not keep every 
promise he has made to us  
 

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? (Romans 8:32) 
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4. To all who under the misconception that they are successfully opposing God and 
undermining his will - you will not thwart him - you cannot stop him - he who sits in the 
heavens laughs and holds them in derision  

a) Matthew intends that we understand just how certain God’s promises are and how he 
will always be faithful  
 

5. We are reminded that all of the Scriptures are all about Christ  
a) What’s in a name? What’s in his name? His name shall be called Jesus for he will save 

his people from their sins  
 

Close  
 
This Christmas season is a fresh opportunity to rest in Christ - to renew our faith in God’s faithfulness - 
this genealogy helps us to do that  
 
God is promise making God and a promise keeping God. Let renew our trust and rejoice in his grace.  
 
Christ has come just as was promised thousands of years ago. God has been and will always be faithful. 
What a transcendent joy we have in him.  
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