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The Danger of Knowledge 
2 Peter 2:10-22 

 
 

Intro 
For over 1300 following the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, and the writings 
of the books and letters we now call the NT, personal access to the Scriptures was quite limited.  
 
The only way to make a copy of the Scriptures was by hand. Initially on animal hides over time 
improving to the easier to work with papyrus and then parchment paper. Into the Middle Ages 
this hand copying process reached its apex as monasteries full of monks committed themselves 
to detailed and beautifully illustrated volumes of translated copies of the canon of Scripture 
and yet even in this personal access - apart from attending church - was limited to the wealthy 
with large copies of the Bible chained to pulpits within church buildings to keep them from 
being stolen 
 
All that changed in 1440 when goldsmith Johannes Gutenberg invented his movable type 
printing press and radically changed the access of common folk, among the most, if not the 
most revolutionary and world-changing developments in all of history as in a relatively short 
period of time books began to be churned out in the millions including of course copies of the 
Bible  
 
Now we have walking among us a modern phenomenon - Bibliophiles - men and women who 
are obsessed with the collecting, reading, and displaying books along with a term that I just 
learned - Bibliosmia. Those who have Bibliosmia find great delight in the smell - the aroma of a 
good book when it is cracked open. I may or may not be afflicted with both of these conditions. 
Home libraries with ladders  
 
Over the last 600 years it is estimated that over 5 billion Bibles have been printed and 
distributed throughout the world in at least 704 different languages. Several Bibles - you 
probably have one on your phone. What a gift. Personal devotions - gratitude. 
 
So many Bibles and books to help us study and understand the Bible an endless proliferation of 
conferences and countless online sermons  
 
There has never been greater access to the Word of God in all of history than at this very 
moment. Grateful! 
 
And yet, we do well to understand that while all of this is a most generous gift from God to us, 
all of this access to God’s revelation comes with a great responsibility - to not just know what 
God calls us to in his Word but to respond accordingly.  
 
[47] And that servant who knew his master’s will but did not get ready or act according to his 
will, will receive a severe beating. [48] But the one who did not know, and did what deserved 
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a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will 
be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more. (Luke 
12:47-48) 
 
The more we know of our master’s will the more we are required to act according to his will. 
We have been entrusted with much - entrusted with God’s revelation of Jesus Christ and his will 
for our lives - and therefore much is required.  
 
In our text Peter continues to address false teachers in the church with a deeply sobering 
rebuke that we will examine this morning. These false teachers knew the will of the Master but 
were consciously rejecting his will and seducing others to follow in their steps and their 
condemnation is all the more severe because they had access to the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ and his holy commands but had willfully gone astray and their condemnation 
is declared here in this divinely inspired letter - generously and kindly given to us by God 
himself.  
 
False teachers addressed and condemned but a sobering word and warning for each one of us 
as well.  Three points - 
I. What Are These Men Condemned For? 
II. What is Their Condemnation?  
III. One application and one implication for us 
 
I. What Are These Men Condemned For? 

 
A. These false teachers are not just sinners - all of us sin and it will be so until we die 

unless Christ returns before that happens. Not just sinners - they are arrogant, willful, 
deceptive, exploitative  
 

B. V. 10b they boldly and arrogantly blaspheme the glorious ones - what’s he talking 
about?  
 

1. Difficult - some have taken as pastors - as a pastor it may be nice to entertain being 
referred to as a glorious one - ADDRESS ME IN THIS WAY  
 

[8] Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject 
authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones. [9] But when the archangel Michael, contending 
with the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a 
blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” (Jude 8-9) 
 

2.  It appears he is referring to the fallen angel described in v. 4 - those angels that 
have been condemned for their rebellion against God and it appears that these 
false teachers were loudly and haughtily adding their condemnation - V. 11 even 
angels in the presence of God don’t do that sort of thing  
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Unlike the false teachers who are careless of the lordship of Christ and are free with their 
insults, the angels so revere their Lord as they live all their lives in his presence, that no 
insulting language is allowed to pass their lips, even though it would be richly 
deserved…Consciousness of his presence tames the tongue. (Michael Green) 
 

C. V. 12 These men are irrational animals, creatures of instinct - IOW driven by their 
appetites - their God is their belly as Paul might say - born to be caught and destroyed  
 

Illustration: Mice in my pantry. Driven by hunger gnawing on my cereal boxes. Bucko you 
better believe you are going to be caught and destroyed. The warning here illustrates that kind 
of thing  
 

D. They count it pleasure to revel - to party and get hammered in the daytime. Even in the 
decadence of the Roman Empire it was shameful to get drunk during the day - Acts 2 - 
9 AM  
 

[16] Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child, and your princes feast in the morning! [17] 
Happy are you, O land, when your king is the son of the nobility, and your princes feast at the 
proper time, for strength, and not for drunkenness! (Ecclesiastes 10:16-17) 
 

1. These guys are so given over to sin they act in ways that pagans would deem 
inappropriate  
 

E. V. 13 They revel in deception while they feast with you - this feast likely referring to 
“love feasts” of the early church that were connected with the pinnacle of that feast 
being the sharing of communion the Lord’s supper - they are coming to church and 
sharing communion while all the while secretly engaged in arrogant deception  
 

F. Eyes full of adultery - as they navigate within the church community they view the 
women within the community as potential sexual conquests - Sunday morning as an 
opportunity to find a hookup — and they enticed - they seduced the unstable  
 

G. Insatiable appetite for sin of all kinds - hearts trained in greed - in all this they have 
forsaken the way of submission and obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ  
 

1. V. 15-16 - illustration of Balaam. If you recall the story recounted in Numbers 22 - 
the King of Moab sent for Balaam so that he would curse the people of Israel - God 
repeatedly comes to Balaam forbidding him to do so and after several times we 
read in v. 22 God’s anger was kindled and God causes the donkey to speak to 
Balaam and he is rebuked for his insistence on going his own way and disobeying 
God - ORIGINAL READERS NO ISSUE WITH A TALKING DONKEY 
 

2.  In a similar fashion to these false teachers - have abandoned the way and will of 
God 
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H. V. 17 he describes them as waterless springs and mists driven by storm - IOW they 
appear to have the promise of nourishing the lives of those they teach and watering 
the spirituality of the Christians they interact with - they promise but they do not 
deliver  
 

1. These men exemplify arrogance, sensuality, greed, and deceit - JESUS ISN’T 
COMING BACK - LIVE HOWEVER YOU LIKE  

a) V. 18 they entice - they seduce others to follow in their footsteps - boasting of 
their foolishness   
 

2. And for all this there is the most severe condemnation  
 

II. What Is Their Condemnation?  
 

A. V. 12 - destroyed in their destruction - IOW the destruction they bring into the church 
will fall back on their heads - their destruction is certain - at the coming again of the 
Lord Jesus Christ - his return that they have denied will ever happen - their lives and 
conduct and teaching have revealed that they do not follow the crucified and risen 
Christ of the cross - they have not given themselves over to the reign and rule of - 
denying the master who bought them - the lamb that was slain to redeem a people for 
himself  
 

B. On that day when he returns then they will know how wrong they truly were and they 
will face what is described  
 

[16] calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is 
seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, [17] for the great day of their wrath 
has come, and who can stand?” (Revelation 6:16-17) 
 

1. V. 14 Accursed! Here in Peter’s proclamation his pastor’s heart - he is angry that 
there would be these men who would bring in destructive heresies and seduce the 
unstable to follow them in their sin  
 

C. V. 19 they are enslaved - Ch 1:1 servant or slave of Christ - slave to sin - whatever 
overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved - in their arrogant folly they proclaim that 
they have freedom to live however they like while seemingly unaware that their so-
called freedom is enslavement and bondage 
 

Illustration: The opposite of being a slave of Christ is a slave to sin. It is to make idols that we 
worship for our peace and security - endless forms - Porn, food, addiction - I’ll live life on my 
own terms - do not satisfy - require a little bit more and a little bit more until we may find 
ourselves doing things and thinking things, we never thought we would  
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D. Oh, and perhaps most alarming is v. 20 - these false teachers had at the first embraced 
with sincerity the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ - they had received the 
gospel in some part - they had temporarily experienced an escape from the sinful 
defilement of this world - now having turned back - IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER IF 
THEY HAD NEVER KNOWN ANYTHING OF CHRIST OR HIS RIGHTEOUS AND HOLY 
COMMANDS - Danger of knowledge  
 

[26] For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, [27] but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of 
fire that will consume the adversaries. (Hebrews 10:26-27) 
 

E. Ends in v. 22 - having temporarily experienced something of the grace of God - 
something of an escape from the defiling sin of this world - in the end they reflect the 
true proverb - the dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow after washing herself 
returns to wallow in the mire  
 

Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool who repeats his folly. (Proverbs 26:11) 
 

1. It may appear they are successful, prosperous, getting away - God is not slack or 
silent in all of this - this is as serious as it gets beloved - scare the pants off any who 
follow in their footsteps or reflect their way of life  
 

Like unreasoning animals, destined only to be slaughtered, the false teachers, in their 
unreasoning arrogance and sinfulness, are destined also for the slaughter—the slaughter of 
God’s judgment. (Doug Moo) 
 
III. 1 Application and 1 Implication  

 
A. Is Peter warning that genuine, born-again believers can in the end lose their souls and 

suffer the righteous wrath of God in eternity in the end because of sin? I don’t think so  
 

1. No mistake - These are serious sobering warnings - it would appear that God’s  
favorite way to reveal his will is through his mercy and grace - there is an important 
place for the sobering and serious warnings throughout Scripture  
 

2. Wake up the genuine believer - a Christian can fall into sin - even sometimes 
serious sin - but those indwell by the Spirit, adopted into the family of God, forgiven 
by God through the person and work of the risen Christ of the cross - God will 
discipline those he loves is the promise and he come and bring us back  

a) THIS MORNING!!!!!! 
 

3. I think what Peter is saying is that these false teachers have revealed that they 
though there was some experience of grace they never experienced regeneration - 
THEY HAVE NOT CONFIRMED THEIR CALLING AND ELECTION AS GENUINE - 1:10 - 
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becoming a new creation. In the end what they revealed is not they had become 
sheep under the Shepherd but remained dogs, the truth outed that they had 
remained pigs all along  
 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 
(1 John 2:19) 
 

4. These warning should be taken with the utmost seriousness - for any present who 
find any kind of reflection in our lives of these false teachers - the implication is 
clear - this is a call to repent - turn from sin - AWAKE!  

a) To receive the good news - all who give themselves to sin in rebellion against 
God are under a curse  
 

[13] Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, 
“Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— [14] so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through 
faith. (Galatians 3:13-14) 
 

5. Aware - flee to Christ - grace to forgive and grace to empower through the 
promised holy spirit  
 

B. Maybe you find the description of these false teachers a bit extreme. Lest we be 
tempted to think this is an ancient issue in a culture far removed from us let me assure 
that implicit here is instruction to grow our discernment as these kinds of false 
teachers raise their heads in every generation  
 

Illustration: I skipped the 1990s and early 2000’s and what many describe now - 
condescendingly as purity culture - the rise of purity balls and slogans like “true love waits” and 
IKDG - maybe some corniness that we are called to reserve our sexuality to the marriage 
between one man and one woman who commit to one another for life. Were there extreme 
applications or abusive formulations of all this. I imagine so. Fallen world Yet the central truth 
that each Christian is called to sexual purity is not some Victorian invention or the attempt of 
the patriarchy to oppress woman. PURITAN, REGRESSIVE - WE ARE CALLED TO THIS. These false 
teachers - eyes full of adultery - they taught that sensuality and sexual sin was just fine - JESUS 
SAID THAT TO LOOK ON A WOMAN IN LUST IS to commit adultery in your heart.  
 

1. IN OUR DAY The modern, popular level teaching from many within the church is 
“enthusiastic” consent - as long as both or even multiple parties agree then it is 
fundamentally good - why would we restrict our God-given impulses in a way that 
limits our ability to feel love and joy - MAYBE SOME YOUNG ADULTS WHO ARE 
TEMPTED TO EMBRACE THIS VIEW  
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2. The biblical view is consecration and commitment of our bodies and minds to Christ 
in obedience to him - commands are not burdensome when we know the love of 
our Savior  

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me. (Galatians 2:20) 
 

3. Oh, there is life and joy in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ - they 
proclaim a lie that in pursuing sin there is freedom - end up enslaved by sin - OH 
THERE IS SWEET FREEDOM  

a) Condemnation, shame, endless rule-keeping to keep ourselves on God’s good 
side 
 

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one another. (Galatians 5:13) 
 
Close  
 
WHAT A GIFT AND TREASURE WE HAVE THAT GOD HAS REVEALED HIMSELF AND HIS WILL FOR 
OUR LIVES  
 
There is danger in gaining biblical knowledge. There is a kind of knowing that puffs us up with 
pride, there is the danger of knowing what the will of God is and willfully rejecting - Oh but 
happy are the people of God that we have the greatest privilege and opportunity to know Christ 
- to pursue Christ in his glory and grace - always more of his endless glory to know - always 
more of his mercy and grace to experience - as we follow him all the way into eternal joy  
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