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The Destiny of False Teachers 
2 Peter 2:1-10 

 
Intro 
 
In the 1960s - at the age of 14 - he began preaching at revival meetings and was advertised as 
“The Miracle Boy Evangelist” with claims that he could heal the sick and prophesy about the 
future.  
 
Not long after Peter Popoff began a television ministry that grew and expanded so that by the 
1980s, he was broadcast across the nation. He preached a message of healing and declared his 
ability and gifting to heal the sick along with the self-purported God-given wisdom to see into 
the bodies and minds of those in attendance. A kind of psychic ability.  
 
All of this was brought to a head in 1986 when magician and skeptic James Randi and his friend 
Steve Shaw decided to attend these healing meetings and figure out what was going on and in 
doing so he exposed the deception of Mr. Popoff. Randi employed the help of an electronics 
expert and using radio scanners he was able to discover that Peter Popoff’s wife Elizabeth was 
using a wireless radio transmitter to broadcast information about people in the crowd to an 
small receiver concealed in Peter Popoff’s ear - Mr. Popoff was a complete a fraud. All this 
revealed on the Johnny Carson tonight show.  
 
More deception came to light - the fake healings with staged actors - financial impropriety and 
fraud - an allegation of burglarizing his own to steal funds given by his faithful followers to 
purchase Bibles for the Soviet Union - in the end - for Peter Popoff - bankruptcy and disgrace  
 
You might think this was the end. But no there’s more - 1998 he staged a comeback and it 
worked - you can find him on broadcasts today pulling the same schtick that worked for him in 
the 1980s - miracle spring water that he has anointed an prayed over - DO NOT DRINK MIRACLE 
SPRING WATER 
 
Net worth of 10 million dollars - not bad - in light of this I have some of my own at the Welcome 
Center  
 
No end of charlatans in the church. No end of preachers - proclaiming that vile and wicked 
“prosperity gospel" fleecing the flock declaring that “seed-faith gifts” given to their ministry will 
cancel their debts or bring healing to them or those they love. Similar to the lottery in which 
those who can least afford it buy tickets in the hopes of winning. The ongoing aftermath is 
damaged believers and rich, prosperous TV preachers driving Bentleys, wearing Armani suits, 
and living in 15-bedroom mansions.  
 
Lies, deceit, false claims from purportedly Christian teachers - listen - these aren’t just issues we 
deal with in our present day - these kinds of things have been present within the church from 
its earliest days. And it is these kinds of false teachers that Peter addresses in our text this 
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morning. Peter is addressing false teachers in the church who not only preach destructive lies 
but who’s way of life reveals that they are spiritual charlatans. Addresses any temptation to 
thing that as all this as it goes on year after year with so many of these men and women 
continuing to line their pockets without any seeming consequence. Peter has the most serious, 
most sobering kinds of warnings regarding these false teachers and informs us of their ultimate 
destiny  
 
Addresses a major issue both ancient and current  
 
I. Introduced to the False Teachers  
II. The Judgement that is Coming 
 
Along the way, God intends to address our hearts and our lives 
 
I. Introduced to the False Teachers  

 
A. As we concluded chapter 1, we saw last week that Peter - in opposition to the false 

teachers - brought forward 2 witnesses to build confidence in his readers that indeed 
the Lord Jesus Christ is going to return in majesty and power and will judge the world. 
  

1. Peter uses the transfiguration of Christ that we find in the gospel accounts - where 
the veil of his full humanity was in effect pulled away momentarily - face shined like 
the sun and his clothes became white as light - Matthew 17:2 

a) Here’s why he references the transfiguration - in Math. 16  
 

[27] For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay each person according to what he has done. [28] Truly, I say to you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
(Matthew 16:27-28) 
 

b) The transfiguration was the revelation of his divine glory and a foretaste of the 
glory and majesty he will return in - in the glory of his father - I’ve seen a 
glimpse - a forecast of his glory - ATTEST  
 

2. He points to OT prophecy as a reliable witness to God’s plan of judgment and 
redemption in Christ - confidence that what we read there and throughout all 
Scripture - was not produced from the will of men - men spoke from God - carried 
along by the Holy Spirit  
 

B. Our text - BUT - not all prophets described in the OT are divinely inspired - category of 
false prophets - just as there was then - there will be false teachers among you in the 
present age - why future tense? 
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[10] And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. [11] And 
many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. [12] And because lawlessness will be 
increased, the love of many will grow cold. (Matthew 24:10-12) 
 

1. Apparently, these readers were aware that this reality of false teachers had been 
predicted and Peter is calling this to mind  
 

C. Look how he describes them 
 

1. Secretly bringing in destructive heresies - these teachers are deceitful - 
undermining/distorting the orthodox, biblical teaching  
 

Illustration: Heresy hunters - Not everything is heresy - disagreement - Romans 14 but there is 
a departing from the faith once for all delivered to the saints that brings destruction. There are 
hills to die on. The trustworthiness and authority of God’s Word, the penal substitutionary 
death and bodily resurrection, ascension and coming return of the Lord Jesus Christ and that 
salvation is found in no other name, the necessity to confirm our calling and election through 
imperfect but faithful lives lived to the glory of God.  
 

2. Denying the Master who bought them - v. 2 sensuality - IOW in their lies and 
disobedient lifestyles - they deny that they are servants indeed slaves of Christ who 
owe their allegiance to him. After all, if he isn’t returning as these false teachers 
claim - you might as well live however you like - following sinful desire  

a) It’s a popular message - v. 2 many will follow - truth blasphemed - the truth of a 
real and living Lord and savior who has purchased a people to himself - saved 
and sanctified a peculiar people who live for his glory and not our own 
 

Illustration: The world looks on all of this - a joke - or a baptized version of the materialism and 
sensuality of the world - church is full of hypocrites 
 

3. V. 3 they are greedy and exploiting the sheep for their own financial gain  
 

Illustration: Preachers and sneakers - Prophets and watches - $163,000 watch - they are 
wearing it on their wrist. I would doubt that the many who give to his so-called ministry have 
that kind of watch. Piper - Casio F91W- $10.95. My point is not to say that Christians can’t own 
and enjoy nice things - when your ministry is built on asking people to support your lavish 
lifestyle in return for goodies from God you are aligned with men such as those described here.  
 
Their teaching was flattery; their ambitions were financial; their lives were dissolute; their 
conscience was dulled, and their aim was deception. (Michael Green) 
 

D. While it may appear that these false teachers are succeeding in their selfish and sinful 
practices - Peter has the most serious and sobering kind of warnings concerning their 
ultimate end  
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1. V. 1 - swift destruction  
 

2. V. 3 - condemnation and destruction - while these may appear to be absent - not 
idle - not asleep - it is impending and sure - he’ll dive further in to this reality in the 
second half of our text. 
  

E. Application 
 

1. Pause a moment and consider how this may affect us - certainly a warning for any 
who would seek to follow in the footsteps of these false teachers. A closer look at v. 
“Denying the Master who bought them.”  
 

[21] “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. [22] On that day many will say to me, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name? ’[23] And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness. ’(Matthew 7:21-23) 
 
When one ignores the teaching of Jesus or the instruction of his Father, one is in practice 
despising their lordship. Such persons may still be honoring Jesus or his Father with their lips. 
They may be energetic worshipers, but their actions betray them in that they have thrown off 
all authority over their lives. (Peter Davids) 
 

a) Not self-righteous - A moment for self-examination - any area of life where we 
are in effect resisting the authority of Christ  
 

[23] Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
Try me and know my thoughts! 
[24] And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting! (Psalm 139:23-24) 
 

b) GOOD NEWS - THERE IS BLOOD BOUGHT GRACE - TO FORGIVE AND TO 
EMPOWER  
 

For you were bought with a price. So, glorify God in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:20) 
 
II. The Judgment that is Coming  

 
A. Peter has declared destruction and judgment that is coming for these false teachers. 

He provides 3 OT stories that prove God’s willingness to judge the wicked and also his 
promises to rescue and preserve the righteous - first the judgement  
 



Living Hope Church 17 October 2021 

 

5 

 

1. Angels v. 4 - God did not spare angels when they sinned but cast them into hell, 
committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment - THE 
JUDGMENT 

a) Traditional understanding of this text is a reference back to Genesis 6 - one of 
the more strange and difficult texts. 
 

[1] When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, [2] 
the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives 
any they chose. [3] Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not abide in man forever, for he is 
flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” [4] The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also 
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and they bore children to 
them. These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of renown. (Genesis 6:1-4) 
 

b) Sons of God - angels took human women as wives - there is judgement declared 
- Peter’s access to later rabbinic commentary likely informed this more detailed 
description  

c) The point is God was willing to judge even the angels of heaven for their 
wickedness 
 

2. He brings up the story of Noah and the Flood - he preserved Noah, a herald of 
righteousness - his life certainly was distinct from the wicked people that 
surrounded him bound for destruction - God preserved the lives of him and seven 
others - Noah and his wife, their 3 sons and their wives  

a) He did as he had promised he brought a devastating, extinction level flood upon 
the ungodly  
 

3. He nuked Sodom and Gomorrah to ash for their wickedness - described in Scripture 
as an acceptance and celebration of sexual sin and their arrogant pride 
 

[23] The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar. [24] Then the LORD rained on 
Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. [25] And he overthrew 
those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the 
ground. (Genesis 19:23-25) 
 

B. In all of this Peter is arguing that even though it may appear that the wicked are 
winning - the false teachers are prospering - When one considers how God has been 
true to his promise to judge wickedness as seen throughout history - that he is not 
absent-minded or unwilling to righteously judge - that should inform the certainty that 
God will judge the unrighteous, specifically and centrally when Christ returns to judge 
the living and the dead  
 

Illustration: Yes, he can because yes, he has - faithful  
 



Living Hope Church 17 October 2021 

 

6 

 

1. Sobering, scary - yet Peter also wants us to see that God in his kindness and mercy 
will not neglect his people - he will rescue and care for his own 
 

2. He preserved Noah, he rescued “righteous” Lot  
a) Understand that these were flawed men - Noah’s drunkenness - Lot’s 

greediness - their hearts were toward God  
 

Illustration: David and Samson  
 

(1) We see fruit in Lot’s life - His righteous soul was tormented over the lawless 
deeds that he saw each day 
 

My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your law. (Psalm 119:136) 
 

b) HEART FOR THE GLORY OF GOD  
 

3. I pray that we do not become so comfortable with the world that we are 
desensitized by media and entertainment to the tragedy of the sin in our 
surrounding culture - such is the heart that longs to see God glorified - WEEPS AT 
THE PUBLIC AND PROUD SINS OF OUR CULTURE - NOT SELF-RIGHTEOUSLY - 
BECAUSE OF OFFENSE TOWARD GOD  
 

C. V. 10 especially those he described earlier in this chapter - given themselves over to 
sinful passion and desire - they despise God’s authority   
 

D. V. 9 - the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to keep the unrighteous 
under punishment until the day of judgment - Application  
 

1. PAUSE - CALL TO UNBELIEVERS 
a) Righteous judgment - there is destruction - there is hell waiting  
b) The gospel is that Christ took upon himself your gloomy darkness and chains, 

your flood of judgment, the righteous wrath against us in our sin that would 
turn us to ashes - IF YOU WILL TURN FROM YOUR SIN AND TRUST IN HIM AND 
HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION - GREATEST TRIAL YOU COULD EVER FACE HAS 
BEEN DEALT WITH  
 

2. Aren’t you grateful that the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials?  
 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not 
let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way 
of escape, that you may be able to endure it. (1 Corinthians 10:13) 
 

a) IN A TRIAL - GOD KNOWS - HE WILL NOT LET YOUR SOUL BE LOST 
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(1) Suffering in the middle of a trial - do not lose heart - God is with you in it - 
ultimately will deliver you - will rescue you - THERE IS A DAY COMING - NO 
MORE SORROW - PERSEVERE  

Close  
 
Endless proliferation of false teachers and those who shamefully exploit others - right now 
there are dude’s getting ready to launch deceitful ministries - will be till he returns 
 
2 Peter helps us orient our thinking as we make our way through this world. God is not forgetful 
or absent. He will judge those opposed to him whatever they say with their lips - and he will 
keep his own to the day of Christ Jesus  
 
LORD HASTE THE DAY!!! 
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