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2 Peter 1:12-15 Don’t Forget! 
Intro 
They are few things more terrible than the ravages and indignities of Alzheimer’s.  
 
If someone you love has suffered or is suffering then I certainly don’t need to tell you.  
 
Watch someone that we love slip away. Lose any sense of themselves, of the personality we 
enjoyed, their memories and awareness. Our neighbor. 
 
Maybe even sweetness as one awakes into visible consciousness if only for a moment when 
Scripture is read or a hymn is sung.  
 
EXAMPLE - Gladys Wilson - frozen in time - comes alive to Jesus Loves Me 
 
Nevertheless, a deeply grieving tragedy 
 
There is a different and actually more dangerous condition that can affect us that I’ll call 
spiritual Alzheimer’s. It is fatal to our souls. One begins to drift away from God. Usually one 
compromise, one small step at a time. Apathy grows. Zeal cools. Sin becomes an ordinary way 
of life. This one begins to forget. Begins to forget God in a meaningful way. Lose their first love. 
Spiritual decay and if unchecked - destruction.  
 
[10] They did not keep God’s covenant, but refused to walk according to his law. [11] They 
forgot his works and the wonders that he had shown them. (Psalm 78:10-11) 
 
And the people of Israel did not remember the LORD their God, who had delivered them from 
the hand of all their enemies on every side, (Judges 8:34) 
 
 
[4] But I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God but me, and besides 
me there is no savior. [5] It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the land of drought; [6] 
but when they had grazed, they became full, they were filled, and their heart was lifted up; 
therefore they forgot me. (Hosea 13:4-6) 
 
The apostle Peter who wrote this divinely inspired letter that we call 2 Peter - he is a wise 
pastor - he is endeavoring to pastor his original readers and by extension each one of us this 
morning. In our text Peter is personally and wisely pastoring us by calling us to remembrance. 
 
Here’s why - he knows the dangers of forgetting - he knows how prone we, in our business, in 
the many cares of our lives, in the face of many temptations are to forget to forget the glories 
of God’s grace, to forget the sobering exhortations that God gives us to pursue faithfulness to 
him, to forget that we are making our way toward eternity and those who forget beginning to 
experience the corrosive effect of sin, the blinding effect of sin, and if left unchecked making 
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one ineffective and unfruitful - ultimately  the spiritual destruction we will experience because 
of this forgetting.  
 
Let’s work our way through the text - 2 points - don’t forget  
 
I. His Intent (12-13) 

 
A. Therefore - what is it there for? Calling us back to v. 3-11 - In verses 3-4 

 
1. He laid out for us something of the glories of God’s grace in Christ for all who have 

repented of their sin and placed their trust in Christ alone by faith alone  
a) Divine power granted - given each one all things that pertain to life and 

godliness - all that is needed for us to live a godly life  
b) Thought knowing Christ - the one who personally, effectually called us to 

himself - to his own glory and excellence  
 

2. v. 4 MORE GIVING! HE HAS GIVEN great and very precious promises - not only for 
our souls to rest and rejoice in him - so that through these promises we become 
partakers in the divine nature - experiencing union with Christ - the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit - as we our pulled out of the normal course of this world - 
the corruption and ultimately destruction of this world that is bent away from God 
and toward our own sinful desires  
 

3. Work out the salvation he has worked in as described in 3-4— v. 5 For this very 
reason - supplement - build upon the bedrock of your faith - virtue, knowledge, 
self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection, love - make every effort, 
be all the more diligent because in this way you will confirm that reality of your 
calling and election by God to his saving grace - not to obtain the grace/favor of 
God but to confirm the grace already given in Christ.  
 

4. If anyone fails to grow, imperfectly but sincerely and incrementally in these 
qualities - shutting your eyes to the glorious reality that you were cleansed of 
former sins - you have forgotten the gospel.  
 

5. In this way v. 11 you will be richly welcomed into the eternal kingdom of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ - all of this is essential  
 

Illustration: 2008 Odyssey - reliable - inspected - no frills - mommy look how cool - base model 
with none of the deluxe options 
 

a) So, understand that these qualities are not the deluxe, upgraded, essential, not 
the deluxe version w/ the extra options - these are all standard features in the 
faithful Christian life  
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B. In light of the glories of God’s grace, in light of our call to lifestyles that glorify God and 
in light of the coming kingdom of our Lord and Savior - Therefore - therefore I intend to 
always remind you of these qualities - THESE THINGS ARE OF THE UPMOST AND 
ETERNAL  IMPORTANCE - WE MUST NOT FORGET THESE QUALITIES  
 

1. Though you know them and are established in the truth that you have v. 13 I think 
it rights, as long as I am in this body to stir you by way of reminder  
 

2. He’s speaking to believers who are rooted in the Gospel, established in the faith, 
believers who understand and who are in some very real sense earnestly pursuing 
faithfulness to God as described in the previous verses. 

a) He’s addressing that possibility that even those who are currently established in 
the truth and pursuing  
God-honoring obedience - even these can - over time - maybe imperceptibly in 
the moment - drift away from the truth and away from faithfulness to God.  

(1) Implicit caution - don’t rest on your laurels or previous spiritual 
accomplishments - we have need to endure in all of this. 
 

Therefore, let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. (1 Corinthians 10:12) 
 

(2) In the pursuit of zealous faithfulness to God - NO PLACE for even a hint of 
pride or self-righteousness - any faithfulness or fruitfulness in the Christian 
life - though we make every effort - in the end we give glory and gratitude 
to the one who has given the power and the promises that makes any and 
all faithfulness possible - at all times we declare NOT TO US - we are 
dependent  

b) Peter unfolds to us the Ministry of reminding - those predestined and 
purchased by the blood of Christ - those who have been called by God through 
the Gospel to himself - those indwell by the Holy Spirit - empowered and 
enabled to pursue life and godliness - response isn’t to chafe or be annoyed at 
constant reminders - received and embraced - recognize our need so that we 
don’t forget  
 

C. Application 
 

1. Even those described as “established in the faith” - oh each one of us need the 
ministry of reminding  

a) My role each Sunday - crafting the service with the Worship Leader and other 
pastors - as I preach each Sunday - all with the understanding vital necessity of 
Sundays - WE NEED TO BE REMINDED - NOT NEW AND INNOVATIVE - SAME 
THINGS  

b) The role of CGs  
(1) Neglect gathering - neglect fellowship - maybe not immediate - over time - 

eroding effect - spiritual vision becomes dim - those who distance 
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themselves from the means of grace God has provided - wander away from 
faithfulness - I’ve seen it time and time again  
 

II. His Motivation (14-15) 
 

A. v. 14 - I know that the putting off of my body will be soon as our Lord Jesus Christ made 
clear to him 
 

1. Why does he think this way - a special prophetic insight? Need only look to what 
Jesus said to him: 
 

[18] Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk 
wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 
will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” [19] (This he said to show by what 
kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” (John 
21:18-19) 
 

2. Peter wrote this book when he was in his 60’s - old age for an era where life 
expectancy was only in the 40s. Persecution is on the rise - Peter rightly sensed that 
it wouldn’t be long now till he would stretch out his hands upon a cross and be 
killed like the Master by crucifixion as a martyr in the service of Christ  

a) Putting off of my body - literally putting off this tent - temporary dwelling place 
in this brief life  

(1) Doesn’t disregard the body - he’s not down on the physical body - Peter 
knows and we should all remember that while we put aside this body in 
death - it is only a temporary arrangement - our future in Christ - the one 
who is in heaven in a glorified human body - is that when he returns, he will 
raise our bodies from the dead and we will live with him in glorified bodies - 
in this world redeemed from sin, suffering, corruption.  
 

3. Discern his heart - his motivation - final words reveal what’s most important - he 
doesn’t have long - he simply explains then his final wishes v. 15 - I will make every 
effort so that after my departure - after my death you may be able to recall these 
things  

a) This letter - this letter for Peter is way that he can put these reminders into the 
hands of Christians so that even after his death - his pen functions as a mouth 
to speak these reminders to those whom he cares for as it has for almost 2,000 
years  

b) His heart, his motivation for writing this letter is this - that we would be people 
who remember - people who easily, at any time recall these things - the grace 
of God, the promises of God, the call of God upon our lives - not merely as 
information that we are easily able to bring to mind - JAMES DEMONS BELIEVE 

c)  Remembering truth that touches down on our lives with TRANSFORMING 
GRACE 
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B. Application 
 

1. Press down into this  
 

I may mentally remember that Christ died for my sins, but I may not make that truth a vital 
part of my person and behavior and instead become consumed with guilt and dread. I may 
mentally remember that God calls me to lead a holy life and warns me of the consequences if 
I do not, but I may still fail to be concerned about leading a holy life. (Doug Moo) 
 

a) NOT JUST HEAD - HEART  
b) ASK YOU - Lack of zeal - sight clouded by sin - CONVICTION/SORROW - GOD’S 

MERCY REVEALING - repent - repent and receive grace to forgive and the grace 
that God gives us so that can live imperfect but sincere and eager lives for his 
glory 
 

Sin grieves God. We must not down-play the seriousness of it in the life of the believer. But 
we must come to terms with the fact that God’s grace is GREATER THAN ALL OUR SINS. 
Repentance is one of the Christian’s highest privileges. A repentant Christian focuses on God’s 
mercy and God’s grace. Any moment in our lives when we bask in God’s mercy and grace is 
our highest moment…We fail because we have shifted our attention from grace and mercy. 
One who draws on God’s mercy and grace is quick to repent, but also slow to sin. (Jerry 
Bridges, Discipline of Grace) 
 

c) Remember - recall  
 

2. Preach the gospel to yourself. We often fail, we may forget, but our hope is rooted 
in the faithfulness of God  
 

Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son of her 
womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. (Isaiah 49:15) 
 

3. We are finite, we are creatures who can easily forget - in the end our great hope is 
that he will never forget or forsake his blood-bought children  
 

When you set yourself to seriously pursue holiness, you will begin to realize what an awful 
sinner you are. And if you are not firmly rooted in the gospel and have not learned to preach 
it to yourself every day, you will soon become discouraged and will slack off in your pursuit of 
holiness. (Jerry Bridges, The Discipline of Grace)  
 
[11] I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember your wonders of old. [12] I 
will ponder all your work, and meditate on your mighty deeds. (Psalm 77:11-12) 
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[4] Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually! [5] Remember the 
wondrous works that he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, (Psalm 105:4-
5) 
 

4. RESOURCES - ROMANS 3  
 

[21] But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the 
Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—[22] the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: [23] for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, [24] and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, [25] whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. [26] It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might 
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:21-26) 
 

a) Gentle and Lowly, Discipline of Grace, The Gospel Primer 
 
Close  
 
(Adapted from Jared Reiff article) 
 
Robert Robinson was a rather difficult, headstrong boy, and when his dad died, things only 
got worse for his mother as she sought to single-handedly parent this troubled boy. When 
Robert turned 14 in 1749, his mother sent him to London for an apprenticeship. 
To no one’s surprise, he was just as much a troublemaker in London, and to make matters 
worse he became the leader of a local gang of hooligans.  
When he was 17, he took his gang to a revival service where a well-known preacher at the 
time, George Whitfield, was speaking…and something happened that night that Robert 
wasn’t expecting… 
After hearing the message, he was deeply moved and began to rethink his life and how he 
was living it. 
Nearly three years after hearing that sermon from George Whitfield, a twenty-year-old 
Robert Robinson made his peace with God, and “found full and free forgiveness through the 
precious blood of Jesus Christ.” 
…. feeling the call to preach, the self-taught Robinson was appointed by John Wesley himself 
to the Calvinist Methodist Chapel in Norfolk, England. 
It was there, to accompany his sermon for Pentecost Sunday in 1858, the three-year 
anniversary of his conversion, he penned the words of a familiar hymn that includes this 
memorable and appropriate stanza 
 
Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee: 
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prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 
here's my heart, O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. (Robinson) 
 
We feel that we are prone to wander - we pray - we cast ourselves on mercy - SEAL OUR 
HEARTS - SEAL MY HEART TO YOUR COURTS ABOVE. 
Don’t forget the grace and mercy of God. Don’t forget the high and holy calling on our lives 
made possible by the power and promises of God.  
 
By God’s grace we will be those who daily, hourly, moment by moment recall all these things 
for our glory and the glory of the one who gave himself for us.  
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