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The Arithmetic of Fruitfulness 
2 Peter 1:5-11 

 
Intro 
 
In the mid to late 19th century - around the end of the Civil War - in a small English town 
named Keswick a group of evangelical Christians gathered for a tent revival - the first Keswick 
convention. This convention, held first in 1875, was the near the beginning of a teaching which 
led to what is referred to as the “higher life” movement.  
 
This higher life movement was provoked, at least in part, by a discontentment with nominal, 
apathetic Christianity. In broad strokes the doctrine that was set forth was that of entire 
sanctification or IOW that a believer could have an experience from God, a second blessing of 
the Holy Spirit apart from conversion that would leave him or her potentially able to live a 
completely sinless life.  This was a movement influenced by the likes of John Wesley, Charles 
Finney and Hannah Whitall Smith’s “The Christian’s Secret to a Happy Life” with some ideas 
later popularized by Hannah Hurnard “Hind’s Feet in High Places” - a book which last I checked 
is still a briskly selling book on Amazon. Interestingly and sadly enough she herself, as she 
expressed in later writing, drifted over time from any real sense of orthodox, biblical christianity 
 
The idea is that if the believer was truly surrendered to God in every area of life they would 
never sin again. It is where we get the familiar slogan “let go and let God.” The pursuit of 
godliness, fruitfulness was obtained passively. One must not exert effort in this endeavor, 
rather it is a gift given to those who are truly surrendered. A second blessing given through the 
Holy Spirit that would make one sinless. 
 
The renowned theologian and author J.I. Packer attached himself to a group of “higher life” 
Keswick believers in his earlier years with a fervent desire to honor God with his life he 
embraced higher life teaching but to no good end. In his own words: 
 
It didn’t work and that was a deeply frustrating and depressing thing. It made me feel like a 
pariah, an outsider, and at the age of eighteen that was pretty burdensome. In fact, it was 
driving me crazy. The reality of its [i.e., Keswick theology’s] passivity program and its 
announced expectations, plus its insistence that any failure to find complete victory is 
entirely your fault, makes it very destructive. (J.I. Packer) 
 
Here’s the fatal flaw in this kind of doctrine. It does not do justice to the whole counsel of God 
found in Scripture.  
 
To be sure. The salvation that we have is received - purely and only a gift that we receive from 
God. Our forgiveness, our right standing, our justification before God is a gift that he and only 
he can and does give. We bring nothing to the table except the sin that made the sacrifice of 
the Son of God necessary for our salvation. We take Christ with the empty hands of faith.  
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Having come to know this great salvation; the Scriptures do not exhort us to now “let go and let 
God” as we pursue faithfulness to this one whom we love above all others. We do surrender 
our lives to him but the reality for us is not “let go and let God” but “get grace and get going.” 
 
[12] Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence 
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, [13] for 
it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. (Philippians 2:12-
13) 
 
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is 
with me. (1 Corinthians 15:10) 
 
We work out the salvation that God has worked into us. It looks like effort. It looks like work. 
This effort is not something we generate but we exert our efforts because God is at work in us. 
 
While God gives us the ability to become godly, it is our responsibility to use the power he 
has made available to us and actually work at becoming people who please God in every 
phase of life. (Doug Moo) 
 
Our text - Peter continues to share with his burden. That his original audience and by extension 
every Christian present here - that we would be those who understand that while God has 
given us the all that we need for life and godliness it is our responsibility to use his grace, his 
power at work in us to become people who please him in every area of life.  
 
Two exhortations taken from the text that when added all together lead us into lives of greater 
faithfulness and fruitfulness  
 
I. Supplement Your Faith (5-8) 

 
A. For this very reason  

 
1. V. 3 - his divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness 

through the knowledge of Jesus Christ who has mercifully, graciously, effectually 
called us to his own glory and excellence  
 

2. v. 4 Granted us precious and very great promises - every promise of God that is yes 
and amen and guaranteed in Christ  
 

3. He has made us, in and through his promises, partakers in the divine nature - he 
has brought us into spiritual union with Christ and has given us his Holy Spirit - 
enacting a rescue plan so that we might escape from the corruption that is in the 
world because of sinful desire - pulled us out of that stream of corruption that ends 
in destruction and set our feet on a path to life eternal  
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B. FOR THIS REASON - GRACE, PROMISES, RESCUE - make every effort - NOTICE BEFORE 
THE CALL TO EFFORT IS A UNIVERSE OF GRACE. GRACE TO ENABLE AND EMPOWER 
EVERY EFFORT.  
 

C. Make every effort to supplement your faith - this is not a replacement for our faith - 
faith is the foundation - supplement - add - build upon that bedrock - seven things that 
we are exhorted to add to our faith  
 

1. Virtue - literally goodness - all the goodness that God calls us into through his Word  
a) Justice, patience, so forth 

 
2. Knowledge - of Christ of course but all that God teaches us about how to live wisely 

and faithfully  
 

3. Self-control. An ability to restrain oneself from what he describes in v. 4 - sinful 
desire. I would suggest that this is one of the least popular attributes in Scripture in 
our current generation in the west. Ours is a culture that invites one and all to cast 
off restriction and that it is your duty to pursue whatever you think will fulfill you, 
to pursue your bliss at any and all costs.  

a) Money, sex, and power 
 

[24] Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So 
run that you may obtain it. [25] Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to 
receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. [26] So I do not run aimlessly; I do not 
box as one beating the air. [27] But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after 
preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. (1 Corinthians 9:24-27) 
 

b) Biblically prescribed self-control is not simply in saying no to sinful desire but 
doing so with an eye toward a superior joy then what that sin is tempting you to 
believe will bring you joy. Biblical self-control has an eye on the steady and 
satisfying joy of pleasing God and bringing pleasure to him - believing every 
promise he has made to us  
 

For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he fills with good things. (Psalm 107:9) 
 

4. Steadfastness - perhaps one of the most underrated of them all. Precious. Standing 
firm. Holding fast to Christ in a world full of opposition, personal suffering, and 
trials - many temptations that intend to loosen our hold and lead us to compromise  
 

[35] Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. [36] For you 
have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is 
promised. (Hebrews 10:35-36) 
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a) We have need of endurance - we have need of steadfastness - God works this in 
us not by taking away trials but by sovereignly, wisely leading us through them 
 

[2] Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, [3] for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. [4] And let steadfastness have its full effect, 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. (James 1:2-4) 
 

b) The steadfastness described in our text is that inclination of heart to choose to 
continue to trust in God in the face of trials of various kinds - faith that leads to 
joy in knowing that as we trust him, he is working strength into our souls - the 
sweet fruit of steadfastness  
 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 
(Hebrews 10:23) 
 

5. V. 6 supplement your faith with godliness - devotion to God in every area of life  
 

6. V. 7 brotherly affection - a call to cultivate a posture of heart that leads to treating 
one another in a local church with care, with kindness - DISAGREEMENT - 
PATIENCE, GENTLENESS  
 

7. Finally love - that chief and greatest command given to us by Jesus to love God and 
love others as he said:  
 

[34] A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another. [35] By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) 
 

D. This list begins with faith and ends in love - love being the glue that holds them all 
together - NOT JUST FEELING BUT ACTION 
  

E. V. 8 - if these qualities - virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, 
brotherly affection, and love our yours and increasing they you from being ineffective 
or unfruitful in the knowledge our Lord Jesus Christ - IOW our knowledge of Jesus 
Christ changes us - if not, we don’t actually know him 
 

Illustration: Vitamin supplements - 36.6 billion in the U.S. as millions seek to relieve ailments 
and fortify their health and immune systems - vitamin D seems like a good option in this 
season. So much time, money, and energy exerted to supplementing physical health - how 
much more for our spiritual health.  
 

F. The false teachers that Peter will address have some serious issues - none more serious 
than this - they believed and taught that when someone believed the gospel - put their 
faith in Christ - it did not matter then how they lived 
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The Christian must work out the salvation which God works in him. In a word, his life must 
reflect something of the attractive character of Christ. (Michael Green) 
 

G. Application  
 

1. Do you want to be effective and fruitful in your knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Here is a game plan.  

a) The intent of this list and other qualities we are commanded to pursue - is not 
to overwhelm us, cripple us with our failures, this is an invitation into 
fruitfulness for those who are hunger and thirst for righteousness  

b) Let me ask you - which one of these are you immediately aware is deficient? 
Lacking? Not endless introspection or condemnation. Turn again to God, receive 
grace to forgive and grace to empower  
 

2. FOR THIS VERY REASON - His power is at work in us by his grace  
 

II. Confirm Your Calling and Election (9-11) 
 

A. v. 9 he has a category for a Christian who is lacking in these qualities - if one is lacking 
in these qualities - that man or woman is so nearsighted that he is blind - the language 
here describes shutting your eyes to what is in front of you. If one is lacking in these 
qualities here is the problem  
 

1. They have forgotten that they have been cleansed from former sins - does this 
seem surprising to you? It is a gospel issue  
 

B. How can we who died to sin still live in it? You have forgotten the gospel - you have 
shut your eyes to the grace of God present in your conversion - when you trusted in the 
substitutionary death of Jesus Christ in your place as an atonement for sin and were 
cleansed and forgiven for all your sin - when you were v. 3 called to the excellency and 
glory of Jesus Christ  
 

C. Don’t forget - rather - be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election - 
what’s this about?  
 

1. All those who are in Christ - all who have been cleansed of sin - it is only because of 
the grace of God - that you were effectively called to Christ through the 
proclamation of the gospel because you were elected - Eph. 1 predestined to 
receive salvation before the world was even created  
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, (Ephesians 2:8) 
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2. This call to confirm our calling and election means this - the efforts we make to 
grow in faithfulness to God described in v. 5-7 is the tangible evidence that we have 
been called and elected by God. Jesus - you shall know them by their fruit  
 

D. V. 10b if you practice these qualities, you will never fall - DOESN’T MEAN NO SIN - your 
life will not end in final destruction. Is he sneaking some moral obligations into the 
gospel? SNEAKING SUSPICION - Maybe OUR SALVATION it’s not all of grace 
  

1. Simply put - every man, woman, or child who has put their faith in Christ and 
experienced the cleansing grace of Christ, born-again by the Holy Spirit - there is a 
hunger and thirst for righteousness - and the way we live our lives and pursue 
faithfulness to God is the tangible evidence of that internal reality. It is the tangible, 
observable confirmation that God has indeed chosen, called, and saved us.  

a) Not that a Christian can’t fall into serious sin - distaste - doesn’t live there 
forever 
 

Illustration: Man at CR who walked the aisle  
 
Our effort to responding to God’s grace in our lives is essential if we are to confirm that God 
has truly chosen us as his people and if we are to receive God’s royal welcome into heaven. 
(Doug Moo) 
 

2. NOT AN ADD ON FOR DELUXE CHRISTIANITY – ESSENTIAL 
 

E. For all who have been called and elected and who adorn the saving power of the grace 
of God with an imperfect but earnest desire and effort to walk in faithfulness and 
fruitfulness - here is what we can expect v. 11 - it will RICHLY BE PROVIDED FOR YOU 
AN ENTRANCE INTO THE ETERNAL KINGDOM OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 
- THIS HOPE - OH THIS HOPE IS OUR GREAT HOPE  
 

1. Look back - sins cleansed - look forward - entrance into - a rich personal welcome 
into the eternal kingdom of our lord and savior Jesus Christ  
 

The one who provides a triumphal welcome is the one we have served as Lord and are 
experiencing as Savior as he delivers us from the powers of this world. Such an 
encouragement should serve as a major impetus to develop the virtues that flow from 
commitment to him. (Peter Davids) 
 

F. Application  
 

1. Behind us and underneath us is the grace of God, the power of God, the promises 
of God, the cleaning from sin that is ours only in and through the substitutionary 
death of Christ on the cross - standing before us is a rich, triumphal welcome into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ - all this encouragement 
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functions to serve as a major impetus to develop the virtues that flow from 
commitment to him  

a) Make every effort, to be all the more diligent  
 

2. FRESH SURRENDER OF ANY AND ALL THAT WOULD STAND IN BETWEEN US AND 
GOD - BETWEEN US AND FRUITFULNESS - NOT PASSIVE - EVERY EFFORT - ALL THE 
MORE DILIGENT - FOR IT IS GOD WHO WORKS WITHIN YOU TO WILL AND TO DO 
ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD PLEASURE  

a) GET HELP  
 

Close  
 
Add it all together - the grace of God that empowers, the promises that strengthen, the plain 
commandments that we are called to 
 
do the arithmetic - fruitfulness  
 
Keswick now reformed 
 
I SURRENDER ALL - not as the end - the posture to cast aside any hinderance and to receive 
fresh grace from God to step into this day, this weak with zeal and strength to be faithful  
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