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Heading Toward Eternity 
Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 

 
 
Intro 
 
The history of humanity from the earliest records and archeological discoveries includes 
mankind’s longing search for immortality  
 
From the ancient Egyptian’s who mummified bodies believing that in doing so the soul would 
return to the body upon their burial and they would wake to enjoy food, beer, treasure in 
immortality  
 
To the legendary quest for the fountain of youth that of Ponce de Leon fame. And yes you can 
visit Ponce de Leon’s Fountain of Youth Archeological Park in St. Augustine Florida though from 
what I’ve read Ponce de Leon would have been unaware that he was searching for the fountain 
of youth but was the explorer who officially discovered Florida.  
 
Ironically, I would suggest that Florida is known to no one as the land of perpetual youth quite 
the opposite as older folks throughout the years have flocked to the sunshine state to escape 
the harsh winters of the northeast a land populated by snow birds and retired folk.  
 
Or maybe a scientific solution would be more to your liking. If so, you can join the cause of the 
“Coalition for Radical Life Extension” who’s website includes these hopeful words:  
 
We have different views on what radical life extension is, and even what to call it. People 
Unlimited calls it physical immortality. Pioneer telomere researcher Dr. Bill Andrews calls it 
curing aging. Trans-humanist Max More prefers super longevity. But what we all agree on is 
that the deathist paradigm has to go; it’s time to look beyond the past of dying to a future of 
unlimited living. 
 
Start living your eternity now - you can help by donating money and equip yourself by paying 
to attend their conference that includes such topics as “brain longevity,” “ageless mindset,” 
“sexuality forever,” and yes for all the fur babies “pet longevity”  
 
And yet even with the advent of the Jack Lelanne juicer - the last I checked while life has been 
extended in the west and indeed throughout the world in the last hundred years the current life 
expectancy (google) is around 80 years old and so an ancient text written thousands of years 
ago given to us in Scripture is still shockingly relevant:  
 
The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is but 
toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. (Psalm 90:10) 
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Certainly a long life is a gift, we whole heartedly affirm the worth and dignity of the aging and 
we are grateful advancements in health and medicine that provide a few precious more years 
with those we love but in our text this morning, the Preacher, the one who has been addressing 
us throughout this book cuts through the thick haze if false conceptions as he looks us in the 
eyes and slowly, deliberately reminds us that all of us are going to die, all of us are facing aging, 
wasting away, and ultimately the end of our lives. Just as true thousands of years ago when this 
was written as it is at this moment.  
 
One more time the Preacher talks to us about death so that we live realistically, soberly, making 
the most of our short lives but also begins to point us toward hope. Hope that lies beyond this 
life.  
 
 
I. The Inevitability of Aging, Decay and Death 

 
A. We saw last week in chapter 11 that the Preacher has wisdom for us as we live 

uncertain lives under the sun. In 11:9 he exhorted the young to take joy in the days of 
their youth. To enjoy life. To pursue God-given passions, talents and gifts. Ecclesiastes 
maybe the only place in Scripture that may imply that God approves of bucket lists. 
Make the most of this short life. Take joy in your life. Take joy in the many gifts you are 
surrounded by.  
 

1. Do so knowing that God will bring you into judgment - sobering - reminds us of 
God’s watchful eye and that we will all one day give an account - in this context of 
ch. 11 a specific application is that God will judge us if we fail to enjoy the life we’ve 
been given.  
 

Pleasure is a divine decree that we ignore at our peril. For it is precisely in enjoying the world 
God has made that we show we have grasped the goodness of the God we say we love. 
Failure to enjoy is an offense, not merely an oversight. (David Gibson, Living Life Backward) 
 

2. Not exhorting to hedonism - to sinful self-indulgence - taking joy in the gifts given 
to us by God as a means to glorify God and express our gratefulness to God for all 
of the good things he has poured into our lives  

a) Simple pleasures of food, drink, laughter, friendship and so forth 
 

B. Our text - he continues to address the young - “remember also your Creator in the days 
of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say 
I have no pleasure in them” 
 

C. He proceeds throughout the rest of our text to remind us that we if we don’t die young 
- some do - what we all face is the inevitable decline and eventual collapse of bodies 
and minds and then death comes for us all. Poetic language and imagery  
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1. v. 2 - through the lens of the collapse of the natural order - the sun, the moon, the 
star grow dark  
 

Illustration: Science shows that the universe is given to Entropy - a slow, gradual decline into 
disorder. The sun becomes a red giant that torches the earth. Over 7 billion years from now  
 

2. v. 3-5 he pictures the collapse of civilization - the housekeepers shake in the face of 
impending doom - the strong men are bent over in weakness - the grinders at their 
place grinding the wheat for daily bread are so week and feeble they can barely 
turn the wheel - pictured a loss of skill and strength and productivity  
 

3. v. 4-5 - there is fear and terror, the songs go out - pictures the almond tree blossom 
- covered in white like the gray hairs of the elderly - the sense are deadened - 
walking herky-jerky like a grasshopper - Barzillai to King David  
 

I am this day eighty years old. Can I discern what is pleasant and what is not? Can your 
servant taste what he eats or what he drinks? Can I still listen to the voice of singing men and 
singing women? Why then should your servant be an added burden to my lord the king? (2 
Samuel 19:35) 
 

4. The breakdown of all the is useful and productive - The silver cord snaps, the 
golden bowl is broken, the water pitcher shatters, the grinding wheel cracks in half 
  

D. He’s laying upon us the weight, the breakdown of our bodies and minds throughout 
our lives - he’s inviting us to think realistically about our future and then in the end - v. 
7 we die, return to the dust, and the spirit returns to God - the fall of humanity is in the 
mind of the Preacher - all of this has come about because of the fall in the beginning in 
the garden when God pronounced judgment for Adam’s sin:  
 

[17] And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it, ’cursed is the ground 
because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; [18] thorns and thistles it 
shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. [19] By the sweat of your 
face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” (Genesis 3:17-19) 
 

E. V. 8 - vanity of vanities - all is vanity - our lives our brief, enigmatic, and quickly passing 
away  
 

Inside every old person is a young person wondering what happened. (Terry Pratchett) 
 
Illustration: Roller coaster fanatic  
 
Illustration: Waking up with unexplained aches and pain  
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Illustration: Seeing a picture of ourselves or a glimpse in the mirror - what happened? FB 
memories - look at us! 
 
Illustration: Even if we extend our lives into old age - 80s and 90s - we all know that this world 
is full of elder care homes and assisted living facilities full of men and women who are simply 
existing. My nanny - I want to be with Jesus  
 

F. Application  
 

1. Once again - this time with slow, deliberate care - the Preacher reminds us at our 
mortality. He wants us to look our mortality square in the face with unflinching 
clarity - to not avoid the truth of our mortality or wish it away  

a) He especially addresses the young - I get it - your 15 and you know a thing or 
two - oh you might not say it loud but you are kind of invincible right? Life is 
going to be really long - MAYBE - I hope so - it’s over before you know it - find 
yourself describing being 15 as 26 years ago.  
 

2. Interrupts our busy, distracted lives to press us to deal with the reality - each day 
we grow older and unless we die in our youth - possibility - we will all decay and die 
and return to the dust from whence we came.  

 
II. What’s the Right Way to Handle All of This?  

 
A. We are armed with a sobering, realistic, clear-headed perspective - what do we do with 

it all - let’s look again at the text  
 

B. V. 1 Remember your Creator in the days of your youth - indeed somewhat relative - we 
may well apply to any and all who have not yet grown died - he’s calling us to a God-
centered perspective in our lives  
 

Remembering your Creator means remembering that God made a good world, not an evil 
one, and that we are the ones responsible for spoiling it, not he. Remembering God as 
Creator means taking my place in the world in the appropriate way and not demanding for 
myself more that it is my right to have. (David Gibson) 
 
[18] For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. [19] For what can 
be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. [20] For his 
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, 
ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without 
excuse. (Romans 1:18-20) 
 
Claiming to be wise they became fools 
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Remembrance is far more than mere mental assent. It represents the radical difference 
between a worldview in which humankind is central and autonomous and one in which God 
is central. (Craig Bartholomew)  
 

C. Remember v. 5 - man is going to his eternal home v. 7 - upon our death our spirit 
returns to God - the Creator who has given us life  
 

1. Here is a place where the Preacher thinks beyond the wisdom he has gleaned from 
the observable world to life beyond this life.  
 

2. 11:9 God will bring you into judgment in the end - there is reality beyond this life 
under the sun - his understanding of what this all means was incomplete - he only 
takes a stab at the mystery  
 

3. Thanks be to God that we now know what the very wise Preacher did not yet know 
at this point in redemptive history - oh we need the wisdom of Ecclesiastes but we 
need all of God’s revelation to deal with the mystery and enigma of death and what 
lies beyond this life  
 

4. Realities of death and the judgment of God - for even more dire than the physical 
death we all face is the fact that we are all born in sin - dead in our sins - we need 
some good news - we need to know the glorious realities that angels longed to see 
in the Preacher’s day: 
 

It will take Jesus’s conquering of death in his resurrection and ascension to resolve the 
mystery of death that (the Preacher) pursues so relentlessly. (Craig Bartholomew)  
 
[13] And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, [14] by canceling the 
record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the 
cross. [15] He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him. (Colossians 2:13-15) 
 

5. We all live under the shadow of death but the Son of God came to live the life we 
should have lived - dying the death we all deserve for our sin - suffering as our 
substitute - he was raised - conquering death - disarming the power of death - 
triumphing over death and for all who receive him with the empty hands of faith - 
all who put their trust in him - we share in his victory and we are promised eternal 
life - NOTHING LESS THAN IMMORTALITY  
 

6. FOR all who of us who have trusted in him we can gladly declare with Paul in the 
face of our mortality: 
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[16] So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day. [17] For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all comparison, [18] as we look not to the things that are seen but to 
the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 
Jesus lives and death is now 
But my entrance into glory. 
Courage! then, my soul, for thou 
Hast a crown of life before thee (Christian Gellert) 
 

D. Our future in Christ is clear - the Preacher throughout this book exhorts us to make the 
most of life  
 

How can we so live that our old age, when it comes, shall be beautiful and happy? It will not 
do to adjourn this question until the evening shadows are upon is. It will be too late to 
consider it. Consciously or unconsciously, we are every day helping to settle the question 
whether our old age shall be sweet and peaceful or bitter and wretched. (James Russell 
Miller) 
 
Illustration: Silo in Lebanon - symbol of hard work - sowing and harvest  
For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. (Hebrews 13:14) 
 
Close  
 
Each day brings us one day closer to our death - we are all heading toward eternity - that’s just 
the truth - for us who are in Christ - that is not a terror but a joy - for in our death we will awake 
in the presence of Christ and we will find that we are just getting started  
 
And as He spoke, He no longer looked to them like a lion; but the things that began to happen 
after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them. And for us this the end of all 
the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after. But for them it 
was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all their adventures in 
Narnia had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter 
One of the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which goes on forever: in which every 
chapter is better than the one before. (C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle) 
 
 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that 
you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a 
link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope 
Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Ben Kreps 
Website: http://livinghopechurchpa.com 
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