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Living With Uncertainty 
Ecclesiastes 11:1-10 

 
Intro 
 
The 1990s was a weird decade. I know because I lived through it. Describing life without cell 
phones or Youtube or Netflix. One now-amusing phenomenon that was a terror to many in the 
late 90s was something called the Y2K bug - millennium bug 
 
stemmed from (computer) programmers having conserved precious bytes by storing years as 
two digits. (For instance, “80” instead of “1980.”) When 1999 turned into 2000, aging 
software reliant on such space-saving dates wouldn’t be able to tell the new year from 1900. 
And that raised the specter of much of the code that ran the world failing—possibly, the 
theory went, in disastrous ways. Power grids might be knocked out. Banks could fail. Food 
shortages and mass unemployment might lead to riots. Any semblance of normalcy could 
take years to return. (Harry McCracken, “The weird, wonderful world of Y2K survival guides: 
A look back") 
 
“I am convinced that the Y2K problem presents us with, potentially, the most significant, 
extensive, and disruptive crisis we have ever faced,” (Michael Hyatt) 
 
There was a Y2K Survival Guide, a Y2K Personal Survival Guide, a Y2K Personal Survival Kit, 
a Y2K Financial Survival Guide, and a Y2K Survival Guide and Cookbook 
 

- Y2K the movie aired on NBC in November of 1999 - chaos in the streets, exploding airplanes  
 
Millions stayed up on 12/31 1991 waiting with baited breath to see if the world would collapse 
when the clock struck 12 - and then - spoiler alert - nothing much happened as programmers 
worked tirelessly to attend to the programming issue and happily we are alive and present here 
this morning as the world failed to come to end - but stay tuned… 
 
In so many ways, in most ways we are terrible about predicting the future. We want there to be 
certainty, we want to be able to know and predict what’s going to happen in the days ahead 
but realistically, our lives our filled with so much uncertainty. Doesn’t keep us from trying - daily 
horoscopes, uncertain weather forecasts, stock market speculation, many consult palm readers 
and psychics - “Psychic Friends Network” Dionne Warwick - 1-900 - 3.99 a minute - everyone 
under 20 is like what is that? Yes, I had fun revisiting on Youtube. ON THE RISE - WE CAN’T 
ESCAPE SPIRITUALITY  
 
In our text this morning the Preacher speaks into the uncertainly of our lives and gives us 
wisdom and encouragement in how to live in a world of uncertainty. Not paralyzed with fear 
but with generous, bold living  

https://www.fastcompany.com/90439521/the-weird-wonderful-world-of-y2k-survival-guides-a-look-back
https://www.fastcompany.com/90439521/the-weird-wonderful-world-of-y2k-survival-guides-a-look-back
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Living in uncertainty - We cannot predict the future but we can live boldly and generously with 
the clarity that God provides in an uncertain world.  
 
I. How Do We live in Light of Uncertainty (1-6) 

 
A. In a familiar verse to many - The preacher begins by exhorting us to make soggy 

bread…jk what does it mean? v. 1-2 
 

1. v. 1 is debatable - probably not soggy bread - context - the Preacher appears to be 
talking about living generously - cast your bread upon the waters for you will find it 
after many days - give a portion to seven or even eight for you know not what 
disaster may happen  

a) We don’t know the future - life is uncertain so it is unwise to sit on your 
resources - your life could be over tonight - give it away - use your resources  
 

B. V. 3 because life is full of uncertainty - the clouds of rain - you can’t predict exactly 
when it will rain - even with our most modern technology: 
 

Illustration: my phone doesn’t say it’s raining   
 

1. The wind blows down a tree in the forest - who knows which way it will fall? 
Illustrating a world of uncertainty.  
 

C. Farming illustration - V. 4 If you spend all your time watching the wind and the clouds 
for the perfect time to sow your seed - to do your work - you’ll ending up not getting it 
done - IOW often there is no “perfect time” for pushing ahead in our work and 
endeavors - we just need to get on with the task at hand  
 

Illustration: careful, cautious planning - hypothetical pandemic  
 

D. V. 5 the elusive understanding of what our creator God is up to is as much of a mystery 
as figuring out the nature of life itself - the spirit of life in an embryo  
 

1. Incidentally - I suggest we have yet another text that informs how we should view 
life in the womb - we are pro-life because God is pro-life — the smallest of babies in 
the womb - they are implanted with life from God himself we have not right or 
sanction to snuff out that precious life  
 

[13] For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. [14] I 
praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul 
knows it very well. (Psalm 139:13-14) 
 

2. Wonder, mystery - the future is mysterious too 
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E. V. 6 sow seed in the morning - in the evening go about other kinds of work since you 
don’t know which of your endeavors may prosper  
 

1. Diversify your life-portfolio - implicit invitation to a side-hustle  
 

F. Application  
 

1. Good and right to plan - wisdom - many things are fairly predictable in the world - 
apply yourself and work hard and you’ll see results - apply yourself to faithful 
parenting and your kids will benefit in many ways - reckon with the unpredictability 
of it all  
 

Illustration: Kate and my different upbringing - crack and house 
Future uncertain: 
 
But mouse-friend, you are not alone 
In proving foresight may be vain: 
The best-laid schemes of Mice and Men 
Go oft awry, 
And leave us only grief and pain, 
For promised joy! 
 
Still, friend, you’re blessed compared with me! 
Only present dangers make you flee: 
But, ouch!, behind me I can see 
Grim prospects drear! 
While forward-looking seers, we 
Humans guess and fear! (Robert Burns, “To a Mouse”) 
 

2. The future is uncertain therefore in light of all of this live and give generously - 
none of us are taking anything with us  
 

[16] And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, [17] 
and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops? ’[18] And 
he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store 
all my grain and my goods. [19] And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry. ’”[20] But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your 
soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be? ’[21] So is the 
one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:16-21) 
 
Many years - the car accident, the heart attack, the Covid  
 
One of the greatest mistakes we can every make is to think about our life, our wealth, or our 
possessions as if we can predict the future. You can’t, says Jesus, so be rich toward God now, 
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while you can. What’s the point of your wealth if disaster next week might take it from you? 
(David Gibson, Living Life Backward) 
 

3. The Preacher encourages us to make the most of what is in front of us - to not live 
overly-cautious, gated off lives in order to control the future - to be willing to try 
new things - launch new endeavors - make the most of life because it is short, it is 
unpredictable and over before we know it  
 

Illustration: The stock market crash of 2008 - 401ks became 201ks  
 
Wonderfully we know when we give by faith there is a harvest - treasures in heaven  
 
If what you seek to do is control your life, to map it out and insulate yourself from all risk and 
all failure, then what you’ve forgotten is that you cannot control what only God can control. 
You will never know the delight of something that can give you back a reward you weren’t 
expecting. (David Gibson, Living Life Backward) 
 

4. The uncertainty of the future is intended to stimulate making the most of what 
time we do have  

a) Do the bucket list, start the business, right your novel, talk to your neighbor 
about the Gospel or move to the middle east and share Christ with those who 
have never heard of him, sign up for the church plant 

(1) Future is uncertain - control, map out all the details, seek to insulate 
yourself from all risk and failure  

(a) Is there something that you know God is calling you to pursue that 
you’ve been putting off or seeking to avoid? UNCERTAIN  
 

G. How-to live-in light of the uncertainty of the future  
 

II. Things that We do Know that Inform Living in Uncertainty (7-10) 
 

A. Once again, the Preacher calls us to live with joy - to rejoice in the days of our lives 
enjoying happy days with a realistic perspective - here’s what we know - there will be 
days of darkness - this life is vanity - it is brief, confusing, and passing - perhaps you are 
young and haven’t faced dark days - know this: 
 

The truth of the matter is that all we have to do is live long enough and we will suffer. (D. A. 
Carson) 
 

1. He’s not being a bummer - he’s being realistic - we should not be surprised when 
dark days arrive - “why me?” - for all who know Christ there can even be joy in the 
darkest days - prepared for suffering so that we don’t turn against God  

a) The Preacher exhorts us to take joy in the gifts we are surrounded by - enjoy 
the good days 

https://libquotes.com/d-a-carson
https://libquotes.com/d-a-carson
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b) You are experiencing dark days - I COULD USE A COUPLE HAPPY DAYS - WALKED 
IN WITH HEAD DOWN - In Christ there is joy - in your tears take joy in the God 
of your salvation - his love for you is unwavering - he is present with you in the 
dark days - eager to comfort and strengthen - he has not forgotten - do not 
think hard thoughts about God - press into Christ  
 

Illustration: Gentle and Lowly - I will give you rest  
 

c) This life is passing but Christ is mine forevermore - suffering - in a little while 
you will experience glory that is not worth comparing - grace - secured at the 
cross guaranteed in his resurrection  
 

B. FIRST THING HE WANTS US TO KNOW There will be dark days - SECOND v. 9 God will 
judge the lives we live  
 

1. Rejoice in your youth - A word to all young men and women present in this room - 
rejoice in your youth - TEENS don’t wish away these days, these moments of 
school, security of a home with parents who love you dearly, ice cream sundaes 
without fear of an expanding waistline - soon enough you’ll be googling the keto 
diet and signing up for a gym membership you will never use   
 

C. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes - Pursue your interests and 
your passions 
 

D. (Record scratch) hold up! Walk in the ways of your heart - is this Disney movie 
theology? Follow your heart and make your dreams come true?  
 

Illustration: A dream is a wish your heart makes - WE LOVE DISNEY - CAUTION  
 

a) Not Disney theology - Preacher is aware of the presence of sin and the deceitful 
effect that sin has in our hearts - follow your heart may take you straight in to 
destruction - LOVE IS LOVE  

b) He is encouraging the young and indeed all of us to pursue our God-given 
passions and abilities - to resist complacency or a lifestyle of mind-numbing 
distraction  
 

2. He’s aware of the reality of sin and so he moderates all this by saying - Know that 
for all these things God will bring you into judgment - this informs what the 
Preacher is talking about when it comes to walking in the ways of our heart  

a) In all of this pursuing joy - all of it is done under the scrutiny and judgement of 
God 

(1) That is why v. 10 - remove vexation from your heart - put away pain - evil, 
misery from your body - for your youth is vanity - quickly passing and what 
you do with it matters to God 
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So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those 
who call on the Lord from a pure heart. (2 Timothy 2:22) 
 

E. Application  
 

1. The Gospel and God’s judgment - coram Deo 
 

To live coram Deo is to live one's entire life in the presence of God, under the authority of 
God, to the glory of God. To live in the presence of God is to understand that whatever we 
are doing and wherever we are doing it, we are acting under the gaze of God. God is 
omnipresent. There is no place so remote that we can escape His penetrating gaze. (R.C. 
Sproul) 
 

2. If that was all there was to know about God - a holy righteous sovereign judge - we 
have reason to fall on our face in terror before his penetrating gaze  

a) HE IS HOLY - BUT MERCIFUL - HE IS RIGHTEOUS AND FULL OF MERCY AND 
GRACE  

(1) We deserve judgment and receive grace ONLY IN AND THROUGH THE ONE 
WHO TOOK OUR SIN AND JUDGMENT UPON HIMSELF ON THE CROSS - 
DYING AS OUR SUBSTITUTE - THE RIGHTEOUS FOR THE UNRIGHTEOUS TO 
BRING US TO GOD  

(2) UNBELIEVERS  
 

3. OUR FINAL JUDGMENT FOR SIN HAS BEEN TAKEN AWAY - JUSTIFIED - BUT OUR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IS A RELATIONSHIP - WE LIVE IN HIS PRESENCE - WE CAN 
DISRUPT AND CORRUPT IN OUR SIN The fruit and effect of grace  
 

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of 
body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. (2 Corinthians 7:1) 
 

a) YOU’VE BEEN HIDING - TEMPTED TO THINK GOD DOESN’T SEE OR CARE - 
REPENTANCE  
 

4. In a world of uncertainty - do your best, apply yourself, live generously - know this - 
there will be dark days - no getting around it - not surprised - we live ALL OF OUR 
LIVES before the eye of God  

Close  
 
PREACHER SAYS - Life is uncertain and it is short - give it all you have for the glory of God  
 
LOVE THE DOWN TO EARTH, REALISTIC WISDOM OF ECCLESIASTES 
 
What does God have for in the week ahead? School, parenting, work, a needed conversation, a 
new job opportunity, a serving opportunity at church, a friend who needs to hear about Jesus? 
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Let’s receive this week as a gift to enjoy and to exert our energies in by the grace of God, in the 
power of God, to the glory of God 
 
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. (1 Corinthians) 
 
 
 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that 
you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a 
link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope 
Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Ben Kreps 
Website: http://livinghopechurchpa.com 

 
 


