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Wisdom’s Classroom 
Ecclesiastes 6:10-7:29 

Intro 

I’m a big music fan. I love all kinds of genres from ambient to hip hop to punk to new wave to 
80s pop to classic rock to movie soundtracks you may rightly define my music tastes as eclectic 
with a couple notable exceptions - I am not a fan of almost any modern country music - I say 
modern because I love me some Johnny Cash. 

Listen - all l present who want a constant diet of songs about cold beer and dirt roads - please 
feel free to do your thing. FGL? 

There are a few notable exceptions over the years that have stuck out to me and one of them is 
a song called “Live Like You Were Dying” by Tim McGraw - peaked at #1and spent 86 weeks on 
the Billboard charts in 2004/2005 

In it, a man shares his experience of getting a terminal medical diagnosis 

"I was finally the husband 
That most of the time I wasn't 
And I became a friend a friend would like to have 
And all of a sudden going fishin' 
Wasn't such an imposition 
And I went three times that year I lost my dad 
Well I, I finally read the Good Book, and I 
Took a good, long, hard look 
At what I'd do if I could do it all again 
And then 
I went skydiving 
I went Rocky Mountain climbing 
I went 2.7 seconds on a bull named Fumanchu 
And I loved deeper 
And I spoke sweeter 
And I gave forgiveness I'd been denying" 
And he said 
"Someday I hope you get the chance 
To live like you were dying 
Like tomorrow was a gift 
And you've got eternity 
To think about 
What you'd do with it 
What could you do with it 
What did I do with it? 
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What would I do with it? 

These lyrics illustrate and reflects much of what we are learning in our study of Ecclesiastes. In 
this divinely inspired book of ancient wisdom, we are consistently reminded that life is in the 
scheme of things brief and passing, we are all facing the reality of death and instead of trying to 
avoid the issue and escape from having to think about it we are called to sober-minded realism 
so that we can live our lives fruitfully in light of this certainty.  

Our text this morning continues to show us this important way for us to live. Let’s take a seat in 
the Preacher’s classroom. Lengthy text. Actively engage your mind and your heart as I read the 
most important part of this sermon for this is the Word of God: 

A LOT Death teaches us to be wise about the life we live but we find that even the deepest of 
wisdom that we can obtain is insufficient to explain the perplexities of life in a fallen world. 
Only our faith in God can stabilize us in a world of confusing realities that wisdom can’t account 
for.  

I. Death Makes us Wise (6:10-7:6)
A. v. 10-12 serve as a transition between the first half of this book and the second

1. The Preacher reiterates themes he has covered previously

[14] I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor
anything taken from it. God has done it, so that people fear before him. [15] That which is,
already has been; that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what has been driven
away. (Ecclesiastes 3:14-15)

2. Man is not able to dispute with one stronger than him - should be understood as
God himself - More words, more vanity - hollow empty - talk all you want you won’t
change the plans and purposes of God

B. V. 12 he transitions to the matter at hand - we all live when it’s all said and done - a
few days of a brief and passing life and then we die and who can tell what comes after?
The Preacher is speaking again with an “under the sun” perspective - the observable
world

C. Chapter 7 he lays out a long list of Proverbs that at first glance may appear a random
collection but in fact serve a fairly unified purpose

D. v. 1-6 present us with statements that we may find confusing

1. A good name is better than precious ointment - representing costly luxury -
character is more valuable than riches - good
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A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold. 
(Proverbs 22:1) 

E. A twist - the day of death is better than the day of birth. HUH?!!! How does that work?
Is the Preacher some goth dude who shuffles around moping dressed in black with
eyeliner on - really into death?

1. As we read over v. 2-4 his meaning becomes clearer
a) Better to go to house of mourning - a funeral home than to the house of

feasting because this is the end of all mankind and the living will lay it to heart -
what we observe at a funeral when applied to our hearts - is more instructive
than a visit to Harrisburg hospital to see a friend’s newborn baby

b) v. 4 - the heart of the wise is in the house of mourning - IOW death teaches us
wisdom - it reminds us of our own mortality so that we live realistically - unlike
the fool in the house of mirth - the fool who is about the business of distracting
themselves from thinking about death or seeking to escape from the thought

2. v. 3 he tells us that sorrow is better than laughter - by sadness of face the heart is
made glad - superficial people live in the clouds seeking to distract from harsh
realities - realistic people know what it’s like to feel deeply - only those who know
and feel and live realistically with the sadness of life feel the fullness of gladness in
the happiness of life - people of substance

F. He continues to instruct us about wisdom as he contrasts the wise and the foolish in v.
5-6 - better to hear a rebuke from the side than the song of fools - v. 6 the mirth, the
songs, the laughter of those who don’t deal honestly with reality is an irritating cackling
like thorns popping in a fire - it’s empty

G. Application

1. These verses call us to live wisely in light of death - in the classroom of wisdom
death has a central place in our instruction

So, teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. (Psalm 90:12) 

2. Not morbid obsession with death - a sober-minded realistic view of our lives that
moves us from foolish denial to wise choices in the here and now

Illustration: 2 memorial services in the past few weeks as those dearly loved went to be with 
Christ. Amy and the kids - Rodney, we love you. Grateful they suffered well - they fought hard - 
they did not fight against God - they entrusted themselves to God. THERE ARE LESSONS TO 
LEARN IF WE WILL APPLY TO OUR HEART. LET US NOT MISS THE LESSONS THAT GOD INTENDS 
FOR US. 
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The day of death is better than the day of birth—not because death is better than life; it’s 
not—but because a coffin is a better preacher than a cot. When life ends, or is about to end, 
absolutely everything else comes into focus. The things that don’t really matter, but which we 
gave so much time to, now seem so empty and pointless. The lives we touched and the 
generosity we showed and the love we gave or received now mean so much more. (David 
Gibson) 

Illustration: 76,500 hours or 9 years on phone. In 2019 Netflix 154 million hours in total a day. I 
like both but one life - one shot - what will we do with it?  

H. The reality of our death is intended to orient our lives now so that we don’t give our
lives - so much to things that are empty and pointless - invigorate us to be faithful in
the here and now and to give ourselves to those things that matter - love, generosity

I. Death instructs us - makes us wise about our lives BUT:

II. That Wisdom Has It’s Limits (7:7-29)

A. In v. 7-10 we find challenges to wisdom

1. v. 7 - power and money can corrupt even the wise

A bribe is like a magic stone in the eyes of the one who gives it… (Proverbs 17:8a) 

2. v. 8 - pride and impatience can undermine wisdom

3. V. 9 - anger can turn a wise man or woman into a fool - have you ever met a person
so consumed with anger and bitterness that they are incapable of seeing things
clearly - I certainly have

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; (James 1:19) 

4. v. 10 living in the past can make one foolish - “why were the former days better
than these?” - appreciate but not pine for “The good old days” - Nostalgia while
pleasant can be a trap - we all can tend to see the past with rose colored glasses
instead of thinking realistically - live in the moment

Illustration: 1950s - wickedness of Jim Crow laws that demeaned and dehumanized - cold war 
with kids under desks 

a) The wise acknowledge and understand that every generation has its challenges,
shortcomings, suffering, and sin - appreciate what was good in the past - live in
the here and now



Living Hope Church 1 August 2021 

5 

B. v. 11-12 he reaffirms the value of wisdom - it’s good - an advantage - it’s like money in
that it preserves life - IOW makes life better more accessible - And then he presents the
biggest limitation to wisdom - the plans and purposes of God

C. v. 13 - who can make straight what he has made crooked - in all of our best wisdom - in
the end we have no power to change God’s design and his purpose - he accomplishes
all that he wills and who can stay his hand?

For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? 
His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back? (Isaiah 14:27) 

a) Not us - not even the very wisest
2. v. 14 - since God is in charge of prosperity and adversity and you cannot change

that - be joyful in prosperity - enjoy the happy days - and in adversity - in difficult
season realize that God has a purpose in that as well - not hard thoughts - oh we
trust him - he gives and takes away blessed be the name of the Lord

D. V. 15-18 he presents one of the biggest challenges/limitations to wisdom - wisdom
books like Proverbs or the wisdom of Psalm 1 present principles not rules in the
observable world - righteous prosper - the wicked are not so they perish - yet anyone
with half a brain knows that it doesn’t seem to always play out like that

1. The righteous perish in his righteousness - and you don’t have to look far to see a
wicked man live a long life.

Illustration: Robert Murray McCheyne - “every look at self 10 looks…” dead at 29. Murderous 
tyrant Chairman Mao 40-80 million Chines dead under his rule - ripe old age of 82 

E. Wisdom principles are important and given for our good and prosperity - often times
we see as the Preacher observed things don’t line up - perplexing

F. Here’s a weird statement in v. 16-17 - don’t be overly righteous or overly wicked - head
scratcher - I thought the pursuit of righteousness is vital and we should reject all
wickedness - a little but not too much

1. Life under the sun - observable world - don’t live like superior righteousness and
wisdom will earn you a long and prosperous life - super righteous - maybe even
self-righteous - he knows that all of us are sinners by nature but don’t give yourself
over to that wickedness and foolishness - fear God

In our world there is a great danger of falling into the hands of wickedness. In today’s context 
we can like wickedness to a black hole in space. A black hole gradually sucks in and destroys 
everything that comes within range. Once something is caught, there is no escape possible. 
Wickedness in this world has the same fatal attraction. Sniffing some drugs to feel good may 
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not seem so bad at first, but before long one is a drug addict. Watching pornography may 
seem rather innocent at first, but soon it will become an addiction…even something perfectly 
acceptable in our society, the pursuit of wealth, can lead to an addiction. (Sidney Greidanus) 

G. v. 19 - again he affirms wisdom - gives great strength to us - v. 20 yet even the most
righteous and wisest still sin - attain to the greatest wisdom and righteousness and you
are still a sinner - v. 21 - a little humility is called for when offended by someone
badmouthing you - you have done the same

H. v. 23-24 - the end of the matter when it comes to navigating through this world even in
wisdom - the explanation for man y of the perplexing and difficult realities of a fallen
world are beyond our grasp - far off - deep, very deep who can find it out?

[29] “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong
to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. (Deuteronomy
29:29)

I. Concludes in v. 25-29 by informing us again as he has previously in this book about his
quest for wisdom v. 26, he finds something more bitter than death - an adulterous
temptress of a woman - there will be some who escape her temptations but even a
wise sinner can be taken in - do we not hear stories about this with men and women
everyday - here we find a principle and a warning about falling into wickedness

J. v. 29 He searched high and low for truly righteous people - came up pretty short - 1
man among a thousand and not 1 woman - he’s not speaking broadly about the ladies

K. V. 29 God man upright but they have sought out many schemes - here he affirms and
reminds us that though man and woman were created innocent and holy - in the fall of
Adam in the garden - we having been born in Adam - born in sin - we have sought out
many schemes - schemes to sin - schemes to seek to control or avoid God - it is in our
nature

L. Application

M. What shall we make of all this in applying it to our lives?

1. Learn the lessons of the funeral home - we are all headed there - what will we do
with this life?

2. Throughout Scripture we are called to pursue wisdom as a precious treasure - it is
commanded in fact and is profitable for life and godliness - must be aware of
temptations that we draw us into foolishness - love of money, impatience, anger,
living in the past
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3. To understand that life is often perplexing - we are called to pursue righteousness
and wisdom - there is not a tit-for-tat arrangement with God - if I seek to do good
then life will be happy and easy

Illustration: My marriage is failing and my children are rebellious 

a) his will is preeminent - when life is confusing and we don’t have an answer to
our why questions we rest in his will - his glory is what we make central - he
gives and he takes away

Although we cannot know what the future may bring, we know the God of the future and his 
good purposes will triumph. (Richard Belcher) 

(1) Not like Jobs friends - tit-for-tat

4. Most importantly - to acknowledge our sin and our need for grace - to be sure all
who have trusted in Christ we do hunger and thirst for righteousness but we will
never attain to that perfect righteousness that is needed to stand in the right
before God - a warning for all who think they can earn God’s favor through the
pursuit of doing what’s right

[2] For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. [3]
For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did
not submit to God’s righteousness. [4] For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone who believes. (Romans 10:2-4)

a) In his substitutionary death - THE GREAT EXCHANGE

(1) CALL TO UNBELIEVERS
Close  
The Preacher reminds us that death teaches us wisdom for life that is important but limited - 
live with passion and purpose knowing that we have this one life to live and it will soon be over 
but our best thinking and efforts will always fall short to explain the perplexing realities we are 
surround by and the suffering we endure - our best thinking and efforts can never atone for our 
sin - each and every day we need Christ - Christ our Savior, Christ our Wisdom, Christ our kind 
and loving Master  

To him be the glory forever and ever amen 
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