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The Joyful Life: Ecclesiastes 5:8 – 6:9 

Illustration: 
Disney: Soul 

  “Is all this living really worth dying for?”  
 
Proposition: 

“Pursue lasting joy through faith in God.”  The Preacher in Ecclesiastes makes this point 
by juxtaposing these two mindsets: Lasting contentment through earthly gain versus lasting 
contentment through faith in God.  
 
Read: 

Ecclesiastes 5:8 - 6:9 
 

1. The Fight for Lasting Contentment through Earthly Gain 5:8-17, 6:1-9 
a. False contentment through elevated status 8-9 
b. False contentment through wealth 10-17 

 
Charles Spurgeon “Our earthly comforts were never given to us to be held forever by a 

covenant salt. They are always loans, and never gifts. All that we possess here below is God’s 
property; he has only loaned it out to us, what he lends he has a right to take back again.” 
 

c. False contentment through blessing accumulation 6:1-9 
 

1 Timothy 6:6-10a “But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought 
nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food 
and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin 
and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.” 
 

1 Timothy 6:11-19 “Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, 
gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called... 17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 
18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus 
storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 
hold of that which is truly life.” 
 

2. The Fight for Lasting Contentment through Faith in God 5:18-20 
a. Accept life as fleeting 18 

 
David Gibson in Living Life Backward, “The reality is that if death doesn’t inform the way 

we live, then death is something we are pretending doesn’t exist.” 
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David Gibson, “When we accept in a deep way that we are going to die, that reality can 

stop us expecting too much from all the good things we pursue. Death re-orients us to our 
limitations as creatures and helps us to see God’s good gifts right in front of us all the time, 
each and every day of our lives.” 
 

b. Enjoy God’s gifts as good 19 
c. Fill your days with joyful contentment. 20 

 
Philippians 3:8-9a “I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them 
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him… “ 

 
David Gibson “Satisfaction comes when you know you are a time-bound creature and 

God is the eternal Creator. Satisfaction lodges in my heart when I accept the boundaries of my 
creaturely existence and accept the season of my life as coming from his good and wise hands.” 
 
Illustration: 
 Disney: Soul 

“I'm just afraid that if I died today my life would have amounted to nothing.” 
 

The joyful life is the life that treasures Christ supremely. 
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