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 Not Me but We 
 Ecclesiastes 4:1-16 
  
Introduction 
 
 A. Sherlock Holmes is a brilliant fictional character created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.  In case 

you don’t know, Sherlock is a detective with keen powers of observation and deduction.    
 
  1. Sherlock is so famous some folks think he was real.  In works that include 4 novels and 

56 short stories Sherlock is always way ahead of Dr. Watson in solving the crime.   
 
  2. A phrase you may have heard is “elementary, my dear Watson (not Ecclesiastes).”  

Ironically, that phrase is never spoken by Sherlock (great name).   
 
  3. In A Scandal in Bohemia Sherlock makes a point about seeing and observing. 
 

“I could not help laughing at the ease with which he explained his process of deduction.  
“When I hear you give your reasons,” I remarked, “the thing always appears to me to be so 
ridiculously simple that I could easily do it myself, though at each successive instance of your 
reasoning I am baffled until you explain your process. And yet I believe that my eyes are as 
good as yours.”  “Quite so,” he answered, lighting a cigarette, and throwing himself down 
into an armchair.  “You see, but you do not observe. The distinction is clear. For example, 
you have frequently seen the steps which lead up from the hall to this room.” “Frequently.”  
“How often?”  “Well, some hundreds of times.”  “Then how many are there?”  “How many? I 
don’t know.”  “Quite so! You have not observed. And yet you have seen. That is just my 
point. Now, I know that there are seventeen steps, because I have both seen and observed.”  
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, A Scandal in Bohemia, p. 4 

 
 B. I mention seeing and observing because that is what the preacher does in Ecclesiastes.  He 

sees and he observes.  We are the beneficiaries of his work. 
 
  1. In Ecclesiastes 4 the preacher sees and observes two things (Title: Not Me but We): 
 
   • Selfishness is a complete and total waste (verses 1-6) - Not Me 
   • Community is a complete and total blessing (verses 7-16) - But We 
 
I. Selfishness is a complete and total waste. 
 
 A. We come into the world, every single one of us, hardwired to be selfish. 
 
  1. You will never need to teach your child to be selfish.  They pick up “me” and “mine” 

early on.  They want something someone else has and they want it now. 
   Ex: Child #1 plays with a toy, sets it down, child #2 grabs it, child #1 cries “I had it 

first.” There are countless variations on this theme.  So absurd we parents may 
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find it hard not to laugh.  Hard core selfish can be so ridiculous. 
 
  2. I want what I want, when I want it, and I want it now.  Well, you say, that is children.  

Adults are much more mature.  Are we?  We think about me a lot (someone has to).   
 
  3. We also know what we want and when we want it.  We can sometimes see ourselves in 

the disciples and the way they act and the things they say.  Here is one winner (sadly 
this is viewed as mature Christianity in some circles): 

 
Mark 10:35 (ESV) “35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to 
him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 

 
  4. Master or servant?  Blatant!  We want what we want when we want it.  We are vested 

in passions and pleasures (fame, money, sex, and power).  We all seem to start here. 
 

Titus 3:3 (ESV) “3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to 
various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and 
hating one another.” 

 
 B. The preacher sees and observes selfishness in verse 1 when he writes “Again I saw all the 

oppressions that are done under the sun.” 
 
  1. This does not mean the preacher saw every oppression in every place.  Rather, he sees 

and observes oppression taking place around him.  It is always the same root. 
 
  2. Oppression is always selfish, never love, always power that takes unfair advantage of 

others.  Oppression is always with us, even in the land of the free, home of the brave. 
 
   • Indians (broken treaties) 
   • Blacks in slavery (ownership, break up families, whipped, no freedom) 
   • Jim Crow (lynchings, unjust prison terms, capital punishment, KKK) 
   • Internment of Japanese-Americans in WWII 
   • Hawaii (we took it) 
   • Big Tech (mild in comparison but real oppression) 
 
  3. Not only our country but there are atrocities all over the world. 
 
   • Nazis (Jews and Poles) - 9M 
   • Mao (China) - 48M 
   • Stalin (USSR) - 20M 
 
    Ex: There are ethnic disputes all over the world (secular and religious). 
  4. Whenever abuse takes place (physical, sexual, emotional) the abuser has power and is 

the oppressor.  The abused is powerless. 
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   • If this is you, we desire to help.  We would want to pursue justice and we would 

want to care for your soul.  Often takes time but with Jesus there is hope. 
 
  5. Oppressors have power.  The oppressed have tears and they lack comfort.  It seems 

better to be dead; it seems even better to not yet be born.  Life looks hopeless. 
 
 C. Where do we look for hope?  Our only hope is found in Jesus Christ who offers us a kingdom 

that is not physical but is spiritual.  We are born again (faith through grace). 
 
  1. Jesus sets us free so that our worst sins against others or the worst things that happen 

to us are not the final word.  God loves us and our sins are forgiven. 
 
  2. We are free from penalty, condemnation, wrath, and we are free to love others.  Free 

to consider others more important than ourselves.  No longer selfish.   
 
  3. Jesus took all of the oppression of the world upon his back at Calvary.  He was 

oppressed so that we will never oppress.  In thorough repentance restoration is in 
order.   

 
   Ex: Zacchaeus - Luke 19:1-10 (give half my goods to the poor and restore four-fold to 

anyone I defrauded).  Oppressors can change in Christ (love comes to town). 
 
  4. When Jesus is king of our lives, and the Holy Spirit is leading us, we live like this for the 

glory of God (not selfish): 
 

Philippians 2:3-4 (ESV) “3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of others.” 

 
 D. Next, the preacher sees and observes selfishness in our work.  He sees and observes deeply 

into the heart.  There he sees competition. 
 
  1. Verse 4: a man envies his neighbor.  We may well work to keep up with them. 
 
   Ex: We call this keeping up with the Jones and it may be a lot more prevalent in our 

hearts than we suspect.  Envy can drive a business to be on top, to be the best, 
and if you squash the little guy well may the best man win. 

 
  2. Capitalism is good but a Christian is not cutthroat in how they approach business.  A 

Christian will consider others more important and trust God (not zero-sum game).  
 
 E. The preacher sees and observes three ways to approach work. 
  1. Verse 5:  A fool is lazy (folds his hands, lazy, doesn’t work, doesn’t have enough for 
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himself or others).  Poverty is of no value to others. 
 
  2. Verse 6: Two hands full of toil (work, work, work) and this never satisfies.  It is also 

selfish as a person seeks to accumulate more.  The rich often are not good at 
benevolence. 

 
   Ex: Easier for the wealthy to raise funds for Bangladesh or Africa or farmers and keep 

your own wealth while asking others to give. 
 
  3. Verse 6: A handful of quietness.  This speaks of a contented heart at rest, at peace.  

They have enough, they bless others, they have other sin their life (not loners). 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 (ESV) “9 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone 
to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another, 10 for that 
indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, 
brothers, to do this more and more, 11 and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own 
affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed you, 12 so that you may walk properly 
before outsiders and be dependent on no one.” 

 
   Ex: I have observed over the years that folks who work hard, are generous with their 

resources, and know how to relax, always seem to be blessed.  They are content. 
 
 F. Selfishness never delivers, will sometimes lead to oppression, and is not godly.  
 
  1. The Christian, effected by the generosity of God in sending His only Son to die on a 

cross, is happy to be saved and looks to bless others.  They are more important. 
 
  2. The godly are not anxious because they trust God to be who says he is and do what he 

says he will do.  They cling to the promises of Scripture. 
 
II. Community is a complete and total blessing. 
 
 A. You can be selfish, you can go at life alone, but the Christian is called to live in relationship 

and community.  We give to bless others. 
 
  1. We love our neighbor; we do not hate them.  We do not oppress them.  They are more 

important than we are so we seek to bless them as we are able (salt and light). 
 
  2. Verse 7: the preacher sees and observes again.  It is vanity to never be satisfied.  Work 

but enjoy rest and companions.  There is enough for all of us. 
 
 B. Verse 9: the preacher tells a proverb: two are better than one.  Community is better than 

loneliness.  We are relational, social people.  The picture is travelers in the Middle East.  
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  1. Verse 10: If one falls, the other can help lift him up. 
 
   • Perhaps in the NT we think of the Good Samaritan who helps someone up 
   • The Amish don’t experience bankruptcy (they rally round) 
 
  2. Verse 11: Two lying together are warm, how can one person be warm (outdoors)? 
 
   • The picture is one of help (good to help singles) 
 
  3. Verse 12: One will be overwhelmed two have a better chance. 
 
   • No doubt one advantage of marriage is help 
   • Pilot and co-pilot is an advantage to one pilot 
 
 C. Family is wonderful when it is a blessing.  For many of us, Living Hope is our family.  We aim 

to be a church family in that we bless others. 
 
  1. We help each other as we are able.  There are remarkable servants in Living Hope. 
 
   Ex: Tim and Ben Graham, John Steindel, helping move the Busch items 
   Ex: Meals for the Kellers, Gorinskis, and many others 
   Ex: Taking care of the building (mowing, set up, cleaning, tear down) 
   Ex: Watching kids for others to get out 
 
 D. The Preacher tells another story.  Verse 13: better a poor and wise youth than an old and 

foolish king who won’t take advice. 
 
  1. It is possible to think we have arrived and we give advice we no longer receive advice.  

That is foolish.  Always wise to pursue counsel in community. 
 
  2. It is not authoritative but it helps us see.  We can use our brains to consider all the 

options and choices before us. 
 
   Ex: Perhaps this story refers to Joseph who remained faithful against all odds and 

accusations.  God raised him up.  God does as He pleases. 
 
  3. Nevertheless, in the end, he will be forgotten and that is our fate.  But he made a huge 

difference to those he served.  Life is lived now. 
 
 E. As we live together in community we love one another, serve one another, care for one 

another, walk through life together.  We are the hands and feet of Jesus (laid down his life).   
 
  1. It points us to Jesus who is with us.  He has promised to be with us the end of this age.  

He never forsakes us. He never leaves us alone.  He is faithful through it all. 
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Close 
 
 A. We are wise to take in the words of the Preacher.  He sees and observes. 
 
  1. Selfishness is a complete and total waste.  May we never be found oppressing our 

fellow man.  May we bring gospel, safety, and time (comfort). 
 
  2. Community is a complete and total blessing.  We help others and we give and receive 

counsel in community.  May humility mark our lives as others are more important. 
 
 B. Here are Living Hope I’m not aware of any oppression at work.  If our culture goes there I 

pray we are on the side of the oppressed (helping Jews in Europe in the 1930s). 
 
  1. We will never side with oppressors and will always comfort the oppressed. 
 
  2. I think we do well in this regard.  This is hill to die on. 
 
 C. I do want to invite you to think about us, Living Hope, our church family. 
 
  1. So many of you excel at living in community.  We want to see everyone involved in us. 
 
  2. At Living Hope it means more than Sunday morning.  We aren’t a preaching center or a 

concert that meets Sunday morning.  We are family. 
 
  3. This means we meet more than on Sundays.  We also gather in small groups we call 

Community Groups.  We gather to pray, fellowship, and do outreach. 
 
 D. Your pastors would love to see everyone participating in a Community Group.  We don’t play 

at church but we need church to grow. 
 
  1. We have info at the Welcome Center and on our website (leaders, location, time).  We 

aim to make disciples in a small group context (know and be known). 
 
  2. The early church experienced life by gathering in the temple and meeting in homes.  

My God be pleased to do it again. 
 

Acts 2:42-47 (ESV) “42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed 
were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 
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 E. So many of you excel at this.  Only let us hold fast to what we have already obtained. 
 
  1. For all of us may we add value wherever we work, serve, and love.  I’m grateful so 

many of you lay down your lives for others.  Thank you! 
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