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A Time and a Place for Justice 
Ecclesiastes 3:16-22 

 
Turn to Ecclesiastes 3 reading from verses 16 to 22 
Thanks to those who served youth camp – games crew ran all games, counselors, parents Jason Fair 
 
The writer, the Preacher is continuing on his quest for truth, to make sense of reality and determine 
whether everything is vain and meaningless.   
 
Here the preacher is looking again at reality, and he doesn’t find what he would expect.  So he’s trying 
to make sense of life.  And find meaning.  He’s looking at a particular aspect of life in what he sees in 
this section. 
 
Picking up from last time, when he looked at what happens over the times of our lives, and the seasons 
of life.  The ebb and flow of life, there is a season and time for it all.   There is a time for everything as 
we saw last time. Just as with the others (weep, laugh; kill, heal; love, hate; etc) there is an ebb and 
flow of life. 
 
The point is we are looking at looking at the big picture – starting and ending points.   
Things change in life, and we are not in charge, only God is.  So the Preacher continues on that theme, 
and considers one area in particular – Justice.  
 
We are not meant to merely turn, turn, turn the pages – but to think along with him as he tries to 
make sense of life under the s-U-n sun, because life it the same for us today – there is nothing new 
under the sun.  These are God’s words for us today.  Or to put it another way:   
 
Life isn’t fair and we will face injustice, but we can live this life by faith in the God of Justice. 
 
2 points:  Man is unjust and like the beasts; God is righteous and will bring Justice 
 
A.  Man is unjust and like the beasts 
  

1. There is a time for everything as we saw last time. Just as with the others (weep, laugh; kill, 
heal; love, hate; etc) there is an ebb and flow of life. 
Just as with the others there will be a time for injustice and for justice.   
So sometimes injustice happens and sometimes justice happens.  
 

2. But he observes that in the one place we should find justice here on earth, instead there is 
wickedness.  The judges and elders of Israel, in the city gates, and in the Courts  - the time 
and place that there should be justice – the seat of man’s justice, there is also wickedness. 
 

3. And this is not just any courtroom.  These are God’s people, to whom he gave His law, and 
dwelt among them in His Holy Temple, the people of Abraham who God set them apart for 
himself from all the peoples of the world.  He commanded them: 
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Leviticus 19:15 
You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the 
great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor.  

 
Proverbs 21:3 
To do righteousness and justice Is desired by the LORD more than sacrifice. 
 
It’s not a surprise that we would find injustice on earth, but if there is no Justice here, if 
there is even wickedness in the seat of Justice, where else can we hope to find it on 
earth? 
  
Here the Preacher, the writer, reminds himself that God is Just, and there will be Justice 
In time.  But then he continues on, he’s having a conversation with himself.   

- a Gollum moment 
 

There is wickedness in place of Justice, but he knows God is Just – how can this be?   
 
He concludes that humans are just like beasts.  Perhaps he was thinking of beasts of burden, 
camels or oxen, or maybe wild animals.  But he seems to be saying that humans are not like 
God, without Justice we are not in God’s image rather more like beasts. 

 
1. The preacher concludes if there is no justice in humankind, if he sees no Justice on earth 
among God’s image bearers, how are we any different than beasts?  The Preacher surely knew 
of the words of Genesis “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him;  male and female he created them..  But reality isn’t matching up.   
 
But the simplest thing, the plainest thing, and, in fact, for me the most practical thing, and the 
way it has an actual effect on my life, is to say images are created to image. If you create an 
image, if you make a sculpture of someone, you do it to display something about that someone. 
You put it in the square in the middle of town, and you want people to look at it, notice it, think 
about that person, think something about them — that they were noble or strong or wise or 
courageous.  – John Piper 
 

God is showing us that when we are unjust we are not like God – we are not 
imaging Him, who is Just, so we should realize that we are acting like beasts.   

 
a.  one primary thing that should separate us from the beasts is absent – Justice, how 
we treat others 
  

Micah 6:8 He has shown you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God. 
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He hasn’t shown the beasts. They don’t know there is right or wrong, there is no 
justice among the beasts.  God has made us distinctly, with a conscience. 

 
b. in reality we are worse than beasts in this respect, we actually know right from wrong 
 

2.  as he continues in his observation, he says we are like beasts ‘FOR, or because we all die 
and go to the same place.   

 
a. Perhaps if we could see and observe something, in reality, something different 

about the death of humans as opposed to animals, to beast. Will humans live on 
after the grave?  There is no evidence, what he sees says no. 
 

b. Will there be Justice later, after death?  Well, based on the evidence who can say?  
Even the so called ‘after death experiences’, think what you will of them, end in 
death.  Those folks die like everyone and go to the grace and to dust.   
 

c. Is the best we can hope for to enjoy our work?   
 

i. we have seen that work is good, given before sin entered the world, so 
enjoying work is good. Even earlier in this chapter ‘that everyone should 
eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift to man’ 

 
In the context of this passage, his conclusion seems to be one of resignation.  He 
seems to be saying ‘if there is not Justice in this life, and there is no guarantee of 
Justice after this life, then Man has no advantage over beasts.  We are just like 
them, and all is vanity.  Just enjoy your work – there’s nothing better.   
 
In a broader sense the term ‘work’ can mean our pursuits, or undertakings.  
Some translations render it ‘enjoy our activities’- more encompassing than only 
our ‘work’ 
 
Or to put it another way, as the apostle Paul said:  If the dead are not raised, “Let 
us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”  I Corinthians 15:32 

 
3. Relevance today – as we have seen and see again no regarding Justice.   
 

a. Today - has mankind changed, learned, improved?  Has many learned more justice 
than those primitive days some 3000 years ago?   

 
We have has advanced in many ways, poverty has decreased, hunger, diseases have 
been contained or eradicated. Science has increased knowledge.  Standard of living 
increased in most of the world, length of life increased.   

 



Living Hope Church   July 4, 2021 

4 
 

What of our imaging of God, what of justice?  Has man learned from his errors, has 
he improved?  The massive scale of injustices in modern man, the 20th century.   

 
By most estimates more people died under communist regimes, at the hands of other men, due 
to injustices in the 20th century than were alive in the entire world at time this book of 
Ecclesiastes.  That’s not even to mention the horrors and tortures of Nazi Germany or Japan in 
World War II, or the Genocide of the Cambodian Killing Fields. 

 
Many of the people who oversaw or committed these injustices lived full and prosperous lives 
without even being judged.  
And how else could we speak today of injustice:  sex trafficking, murder and gang violence, 
many getting rich exploiting others through drugs, others using technology to prey on older 
folks to steal, so-called social Justice – with some being charged with guilt for what they didn’t 
do.  Others being free because of technicalities, not because of truth. The list goes on -  
Organ Harvesting – just heard about this recently, in some countries there are reports of 
prisoners being murdered so that their organs may be removed and sold in the West.  I think 
this falls under the biblical category of Inventors of evil 

 
b. innocent until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.  I like that standard, but it means 
that sometimes he guilty go free- and sometimes even with this standard the innocent still are 
punished. 

 
 In light of his, do we go along with the sentiments one of our modern poets:  

  
For long you live and high you fly and smiles you'll give and tears you'll cry And all 
your touch and all you see Is all your life will ever be 
Run, rabbit run dig that hole, forget the sun, And when at last the work is done 
Don't sit down, it's time to dig another one For long you live and high you fly but 
only if you ride the tide And balanced on the biggest wave You 
race towards an early grave  - Roger Waters 

 
No, there is nothing new under the sun.  Man is supposed to be in God’s image 
yet he is more like the beasts, he’s not implementing Justice. 
 

As I was preparing a particular event from my life came to mind.  Something happened that I 
didn’t expect, that I didn’t want.  Suddenly I was facing a harsh reality. 

<account of details - short> 
In the moment I was bewildered and confused.  Thankfully, I was able to get around behind it 
and find out the truth.   Like my mannequin friend we need to poke a bit, beyond what we see, 
to what is really real.  Life is unfair, but we can put our hope in our just God because – point 2: 

B. God is righteous and will bring Justice 
 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/smiles
https://www.definitions.net/definition/tears
https://www.definitions.net/definition/touch
https://www.definitions.net/definition/rabbit
https://www.definitions.net/definition/forget
https://www.definitions.net/definition/another
https://www.definitions.net/definition/balanced
https://www.definitions.net/definition/biggest
https://www.definitions.net/definition/towards
https://www.definitions.net/definition/early
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1.   We can find that truth in this very text, from the Preacher’s words.  The Preacher is 
still working through these things and he'll have more to say as we go through 
Ecclesiastes. But taking of the Truth here that he speaks and building upon it.   

 
Verse 17:  I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, 
for there is a time for every matter and for every work. 

 
He is not completely off but he looks at what he sees, at circumstances of life the things 
under the sun, rather than remaining focused on God.  

 
2.  The Psalmists contended with this same question, Psalm 49, or in Psalm 73: 

 
 Psalm 73 
 3 For I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

4 For they have no pangs until death; their bodies are fat and sleek. 5 They are not 
in trouble as others are; they are not stricken like the rest of mankind. 
… 
13 All in vain have I kept my heart clean and washed my hands in innocence. 
16 But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome 
task,17 until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I discerned their end. 
 

3. But we don’t see it.  Can we be sure?   
 

a. Yes – God is Holy and there must be justice.  He has shown us: 
 
The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has 
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” Acts 17: 30-31 

 
We have an advantage over the preacher, we can now see more clearly the intersection 
of reality and God’s Justice.  In the face of Jesus Christ.  And it is beautiful, it is glorious. 
 
In Christ we have the ultimate answer and evidence of resurrection unlike the beasts, 
and Justice – in Christ Jesus God has entered into our ‘under the sun’ world.  In doing so 
has assured of us what comes after. 

 
  4. What this means for us 

 
a. So Christian you need not worry about Justice that is due to you for your 
lawbreaking – your punishment has been taken, your sentence has already been 
carried out in full.  You are forgiven of all your injustices.  
 

http://biblehub.com/acts/17-30.htm
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As we’ve been considering the injustices and wickedness of mankind perhaps you are 
aware of injustice that you have done.  Maybe it’s something that you consider to be a 
terrible injustice or sin. Perhaps you’ve abused someone, perhaps you’ve had an 
abortion, or you let someone else take the blame for something you did and got away 
with it.  perhaps you feel guilty, a guilt you’ve carried with you. 

 
The news is the same for you as it is for anyone here –we have all been unjust, we have 
all fallen short of His glory -  if you’ve believed in Jesus Christ you are forgiven he has 
removed all your guilt!  Christ Jesus has nothing but love for you!   

  
b. A word to unbelievers.  Please understand that this is your future as well.  You will 
stand before Christ Jesus who will judge you in Justice. Please do not trust in your our 
righteous – in how justly you have acted toward your fellow man.  Perhaps you think 
you’re a pretty good person and have lived justly.  But like the rest of us here you have 
broken God’s laws and abused His image like the rest of us through lies, theft, lust, 
coveting, anger and more.  There are only 2 options.  Wait for the day of judgment to 
receive your Justice from Christ the living God, or flee  to Christ now! He has willingly 
received your sentence in your place if you will but receive it by believing on Him! 
   

In Jesus Christ we have good news – God will give justice to all, and amazingly he 
has satisfied justice for us already – it is finished! 

 
c. But what do we do now?  Life isn’t fair, we are and will face injustice – we can put our 
hope in the God of Justice beyond this life - but what about today, how shall we live 
now?   

 
We say hold on – Justice is coming.  And we can say that Christ is patient, not willing 
that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  So that more can receive 
the mercy that we have.   Yet still there’s still more.   

 
I know many here have suffered injustice.  This isn’t just theoretical.  We may not suffer in 
exactly that same way, our injustice might be small – in your own family, the way you are 
treated by your spouse, children, siblings.  Perhaps neighbors or co-workers.  This is our life 
under the sun.  If you live long enough you will experience injustice.  But some here have gone 
through terrible injustices, through severe trial.   

 
Some here have experienced things far worse – bullying and belittling, mocking and hatred, 
abuse – some verbal, emotional, physical, or sexual.  And some at the hands of those who were 
supposed to protect you, those you thought you could trust.  Some have suffered behind the 
scenes, in ways that no one else may ever know about.  In horrible ways that I couldn’t 
understand. 
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So what do we do?  How can you deal with that hurt, and pain?  How can we find a way to go on?   
Again we look to Jesus – we proclaim Jesus Christ:   
 
 I Peter 2 

20But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure this is a gracious thing in the sight of 
God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found 
in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins 
in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you 
have been healed.  

 
We can rejoice in our work, and our activities.  But there is a purpose even in the suffering of injustices 
that we face.  We, following our Savior and King, by this example, through his power, and with the 
knowledge that Justice is coming - we are free, we can love our enemies.   We can show mercy.   
 
He calls us to suffer injustice now, in faith, and pick up our cross and follow him – he is leading us 
through it.  You may say – how could God know what I’m going through.  He does.  How?  Who has 
suffered more injustice than Jesus Christ?  He is acquainted with grief and sorrow, he suffered the 
ultimate injustice at the hands of human beasts – when the greatest travesty of justice ever occurred.  
He understands and is gentle, and patient, and kind – he won’t cast you away when you struggle or fail. 
 
Closing – band up 
Life isn’t fair and we will face injustice, but we can live this life by faith in the God of Justice. 
Hold on, justice is coming More than that God is with us, everything is in God’s hand  - even the 
seemingly random, seemingly meaningless, and truly painful injustices of this life he is working in them  
to grow our faith, into character, into Christ-likeness.  If we are to be made like Christ, then in fact, we 
must face some injustice, and some more than others.  He’s given us the example- he committed no 
sin.  He knew there was purpose in the injustice done to him.  And we can know it to.  Even though it is 
hard, even though it may be the hardest thing you will ever do.  But Jesus loves you, and he is with you 
in every moment until that final day. 
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