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A Call to Stand 
1 Corinthians 16:13-14 

 
Intro 
 
Throughout the course of history, over the last 2 millennia of Christianity, there have always 
been those who have professed faith in Jesus Christ with an apparent sincerity, those who have 
followed Christ for years, even some who have become pastors, men who have proclaimed the 
Gospel and discipled many over years of ministry - and still in the end - have abandoned the 
faith. 
 
In our age of social media thought, these stories have never been more public or accessible as 
we watch it all happen in real time. Sadly, on a regular basis, prominent Christians in the public 
square take to twitter and Instagram to proclaim that they have shrugged off the so-called 
strictures and oppression of their previous evangelical faith and are now #exvangelical or that 
they are “deconstructing” the faith that they grew up with  
 
From Derek Webb, to Jen Hatmaker, to revered evangelical pop band DC Talk’s own K-Max - 
some have become atheist or agnostic - others who are now practicing their faith in a “new 
way” free from the perceived oppression of conservative, orthodox, biblical, historic 
Christianity, whatever their new position there is seemingly endless stream of folks who 
previously earnestly and eagerly proclaimed their orthodox and evangelical faith who now with 
equal vigor turn their energies to criticizing that faith and in effect recruiting - indeed if I may 
put it this way - evangelizing others to follow in their footsteps starting podcasts and platforms 
- bewildering - I would walk away  
 
For those who continue to identify in some sense with Christianity - a progressive Christianity - 
there are often familiar patterns:  
 

- Rejecting a “literal” reading of the Bible  

- Denying the inerrancy of Scripture  

- Moving away from ideas like the wrath of God and certainly an idea like hell and rejecting a 
doctrine like the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on the cross.  

- Most typically it is connected to an affirmation and indeed a celebration of the whole 
rainbow of LGBTQ identities  

 
These public figures with their new found ways of being “Christian” are often influential - 
tempting those who are wrestling with orthodox faith in a culture that has turned away from 
the ethics of Scripture.  
 
The truth is that as our study of Ecclesiastes informed us a few weeks ago there is nothing new 
under the sun - the apostle Paul in his first letter to the church in Corinth observed and 
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understood the pull and temptation of this world to draw us away from the faith as taught to us 
in the Word of God - as he concluded his divinely inspired letter with an exhortation to 
believers. An exhortation that is as much needed in our day as it was in theirs  
 
On this Father’s Day, let us consider and apply the exhortation of these verses so that we are 
those who humbly and courageously remain faithful in a culture that is increasingly hostile to 
God and his Word.  
 
Let’s examine and apply this exhortation: 
 
I. Be Watchful  

 
A. Throughout this divinely inspired letter Paul has been exhorting, correcting and 

encouraging this church of Gentile converts. They were men and women who were 
coming out of a pagan, Greek culture - a culture of excess and hedonism, materialism, a 
relativistic culture where one was free too and encouraged to pursue sexual pleasure in 
any and all forms and worship any number of God’s all equally relevant. I would suggest 
a culture that resembles much of ours - though without togas 
 
1. An imperfect church - Paul has to address divisions in the church between the rich 

and the poor, a shocking case of a man sleeping with his stepmother, an 
individualistic and improper use of spiritual gifts - and yet this is a church that Paul 
holds in his heart - in chapter 1 v. 4 he begins the letter by giving thanks to God for 
the grace that is in this church - and in chapter 6 he identifies the source of that 
grace  
 

[9] Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality, [10] nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of God. [11] And such were some of you. But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of 
our God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) 
 

2. This church had experienced the saving and transforming grace of God - 
EXPLANATION - THIS CHURCH  
 

B. As he concludes this letter with a number of personal requests and commendations - he 
suddenly interrupts his conclusion with these two verses 
 

C. The first - be watchful - watchful of what we might ask? Paul is aware that the Christian 
has enemies that we are vulnerable to - the world, the flesh, indwelling sin, and Satan - 
alert - aware - watchful - we are vulnerable  
 
1. Ecc. 2:14 - the wise person has eyes in his head  
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D. Application 
 
1. This is a needed exhortation in every generation - we are so often and too easily 

distracted and sluggish 
a) Cares of this world - real concerns - the suffering we experience - disorienting  
b) Sin that we grow complacent with - deadening our sensitivity to God  
c) Distracted by social media, entertainment, food, politics  

(1) Paul knows all of this - BE WATCHFUL  
 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. (1 Peter 5:8) 
 

2. Jesus exhorts us in a similar way when he says:  
 

[42] Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. [43] But 
know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. [44] 
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
(Matthew 24:42-44) 
 

3. In light of our enemies and in light of the impending return of Christ when he will 
judge the world in righteousness - Be watchful - Stay awake - be alert - a call to rise 
out of sluggishness:  
 

4. “STAY AWAKE TO SPIRITUAL DANGER” 
 

A lack of watchfulness in us indicates we don’t believe danger is imminent. And that is a 
dangerous mindset for the vulnerable to have. (Jon Bloom) 
 
II. Stand Firm in the Faith 

 
A. A failure to be alert inevitably leads to a flimsiness of faith - stand firm Paul says stand 

firm in the faith - shorthand for the Gospel and its implications - that which is of first 
importance  
 

[1] Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, [2] and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, [4] that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, (1 
Corinthians 15:1-4) 
 

B. Gospel-centered because the Scriptures are - we are exhorted to stand firm in the faith 
- firm in the Gospel - holding fast to the crucified and risen Savior  
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C. We take careful note - that we know and understand this faith “in accordance with the 
Scriptures 2x - UNDERNEATH GOSPEL-CENTERDNESS IS THE SUFFICIENCY AND 
AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES  
 

D. our faith is one rooted in the Word of God - obvious? It’s all under attack  
 

E. Application  
 
1. Needed exhortation to stand firm in the faith as delivered to us in and through the 

Word of God - secular worldview has crept into the church  
a) If I’m uncomfortable - if my experience doesn’t agree with the Scriptures - then I 

eject  
 

Illustration: LGBTQ - parents who change position because of kids  
 
Illustration: Different ways of knowing what the Bible actually says - based on skin color and 
background and culture  
 
[3] Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to 
the saints. [4] For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for 
this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and 
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. (Jude 3-4) 
 

b) Our experiences matter - take into account that we all carry our own baggage to 
the Bible when we read it - rightly dividing the word of truth is our aim - the 
truth of the Word of God and the Gospel that we believe is preeminent  
 

Scripture alone is our supreme and final authority and the rule of faith and life. The Scriptures 
must not be added to or taken away from, and all creeds, confessions, teachings, and 
prophecies are to be tested by the final authority of God’s Word. (SGC Statement of Faith) 
 
Illustration: Martin Luther  
Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain reason - I do not accept the authority of the 
popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other - my conscience is captive to the 
Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything for to go against conscience is neither 
right nor safe. God help me. Amen. 
 

2. STAND FIRM IN THE FAITH  
 

III. Act Like Men  
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Illustration: Progressive Christian author who had a history of undermining the idea of gender 
roles once declared on Twitter: The Bible doesn't call us to "act like men" or "act like women." 
The Bible calls us to imitate Christ…Responded with this verse. 
  

A. If you have been paying attention for half a minute and have half a brain in your head 
then you are aware that there is a concerted effort in our culture to undermine 
masculinity - to erase the complementary differences between the men and women - 
even more to erase the reality of there being only 2 genders - dozens in fact - indeed it 
not now uncommon to advocate that men can be women and women can be men  
 

Illustration: Missing person’s report - they/them - masculine presenting  
 

B. Few of us are not familiar with the term - toxic masculinity - and as far as it describes 
the kind of behavior that men can sometimes engage in - catcalling, bullying, sexual 
harassment and so forth then those things are toxic - interesting that women who can 
engage in all of those sorts of things and yet it is not common to call them toxic  
 

C. What is he talking about here? He’s not talking about growing a beard, chopping wood, 
or crushing piles of hot wings - he’s talking about courage - 
 
1. We do well to note he’s speaking to both men and women as he addresses the 

church in Corinth - of course women can be courageous as well as men - there is an 
emphasis - a highlight in how God created men to be  
 

D. Application 
 
1. While all are exhorted to courage - Men are called lead in key and vital ways - our 

families and this church will rise and fall humanly speaking on the courage of men to 
stand firm and to lead - Father’s Day - courage to lead family - to lead in the church - 
how we need courage to stand in the face of cultural opposition without 
capitulation  
 

The circumstances of the Corinthians called for great courage. They had to withstand the 
contempt of the learned, and the persecutions of the powerful. (Charles Hodge) 
 

2. All are called to courage - surely the MEN ARE CALLED TO ACT LIKE MEN - do not 
abdicate your role - do not neglect your calling to stand courageous  
 

IV. Be Strong 
 
A. To stand courageously requires strength  

 
[10] Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. [11] Put on the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. [12] For we do 
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not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. (Ephesians 6:10-12) 
 

B. Reminded that the opposition to the Christian faith in our daily lives - while facilitated 
through human agencies and personalities is at the core a cosmic battle - how we need 
strength to stand  
 
1. We draw strength in knowing that our God is with us and that our God is for us - IN 

THE LORD IN THE STRENGTH OF HIS MIGHT  
 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 
 

C. Application  
 
1. Do you need strength?  

 
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) 
 

2. Teens and college age - ENTERING INTO THE WORLD - young people in the face of 
opposition - we are tempted because of love - WE DON’T WANT TO BE CALLED 
HATEFUL AND INTOLERANT   
 

The desire which draws us into Inner Rings is another matter. A thing may be morally neutral 
and yet the desire for that thing may be dangerous…Unless you take measures to prevent it, 
this desire is going to be one of the chief motives of your life, from the moment you 
enter your profession until you are too old to care. (C.S. Lewis) 
 

3. STAND STRONG - BE COURAGEOUS THE LORD YOUR GOD IS WITH YOU - HE WILL 
STRENGTHEN YOU - HE WILL HELP YOU - HE WILL UPHOLD YOU  
 

V. Do All of This in Love   
 
A. V. 14 a necessary exhortation lest we be tempted that with the almost military language 

in v. 13 we stand firm and courageous and strong and therefore are allowed to be jerks  
 

[1] If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
[3] If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain 
nothing. (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 
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1. Many Christians who excuse severity and unkindness in the name of truth - Paul will 
have none of that and neither should we - NOISY GONGS  
 

B. Illustration - icing on the cake covering every inch - AN ARMY BOLD WHO’S BATTLE CRY 
IS LOVE  
 

C. Application  
 
1. LET US STAND FIRM IN THE FAITH - COURAGEOUS AND LET OTHERS OPPOSE THE 

TRUTH AND CONDEMN US BUT MAY IT NEVER BE BECAUSE WE HAVE FAILED TO 
LOVE - SIN AND TEARS 
 

2. Let the Word of God in the power of the Spirit of God call you this morning to rise 
up in faith, in courage and in love   
a) Dads - a time to evaluate - we all drift - inclined to harshness or apathy - SOME 

HAVE THE WHOLE PACKAGE  
 

3. Alert or distracted and sluggish? Standing firm in the faith or drifting? Courageous 
and strong in the face of very real cultural concerns or simply going with the flow? 
Love or severity in your leadership?  
 

4. REPENT  
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. (1 Corinthians 16:23) 
 

5. GRACE TO FORGIVE - GRACE TO STRENGTHEN AND EMPOWER 
 

Close  
 
Lest you have been concerned as you observe the drift away from orthodoxy and faithfulness to 
the Word of God that maybe we will go that way too - by God’s grace your pastors will stand - 
we aren’t going anywhere - SAME THINGS CHURCH  
 
Together let us be watchful, let us stand firm in the faith, let us be courageous in the strength 
that God provides investing love into all the we say and do By God’s grace and for God’s glory  
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