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A Prayer for Revival 
Psalm 85  

 
Intro 
 
It is Mother’s Day, to be sure a western invention in the last 120 years or so, yet still an opportunity to 
highlight and celebrate the faithful labor of the many busy moms in our midst. An opportunity to show 
honor to whom honor is due. We thank God for the faithful moms at Living Hope.  
 
Kids you’ve been sitting in our meetings over the last year. Doing a good job! Honor your parents every 
day but make sure that you go out of your way to honor and thank your mom. Thank her for the love, 
the hugs, the meals, the instruction. First command with a promise - it will go well with you - Eph. 6 
 
Mother’s Day is complicated and I acknowledge with writer Courtney Doctor:  
 
Motherhood continues to be a mixture of great joy and tremendous pain. We live in a time that 
requires us to mourn over all that is broken and, at the same time, rejoice over what is good and right. 
On this Mother’s Day, weep for yourself and for those you love who mourn over infertility, 
miscarriages, abortions, wayward children, and other consequences of the curse. At the same time, 
rejoice for everything good and right in motherhood that shines as a testimony to God’s goodness, 
mercy, and redemption. Celebrate life, extol the praiseworthy deeds of the moms around you, and 
praise God that he will one day, finally and fully, set everything to rights and wipe every tear from our 
eyes. (Courtney Doctor) 
 
This past year has given us ample opportunity for tears. At times mind-numbing, frustrating for many of 
us, not only moms of course. It may be for some of us we find ourselves in a place of spiritual lethargy, 
dullness of heart Some of us have suffered and are suffering in significant ways that may have led us to 
uncertainty about God’s faithfulness, some of us have picked up some bad habits and even sinful 
patterns of life over this past year of increased isolation. Safe to say that many of us are not content 
with the status quo when it comes to God.  
 
When we aren’t sitting on the edge of our seats anymore, what does our Christianity sink to? We dip 
our teaspoon into the vast ocean of the living Christ, we hold that teaspoon in our hand and say, “This 
is Christ.” We pour that teaspoon out into our lives and we say, “This is Christianity,” (Ray Ortlund) 
 
This Mother’s Day morning I’m not preaching a traditional Mother’s Day sermon, I want to address the 
moms here but also every one of us at Living Hope Church by reading and preaching and applying Psalm 
85.  
 
Psalm 85 is an invitation for weary, weak, battered people who are sick of their sin and desire more of 
God to behold God in his faithfulness and to cry out in expectation for the reviving work of his Spirit.  
 
Three Points for us this morning to rouse us from apathy and lethargy  
I. Remember God’s Faithfulness  
II. Desire God’s Reviving Power  
III. Expect that God Will be Good to Us 
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I. Remember God’s Faithfulness (1-3 
 
A. We are not told the author of this Psalm or its occasion - many have speculated, David or 

others, in exile or after - perhaps it’s a blessing we don’t know the details so that it is easy to 
apply in all kinds of situations that resemble what is described 
1. It is a prayer for God’s people who find themselves in hard places 

 
B. v.1 - the Psalmist remember that God had been favorable to the land - that is the promised land  

 
C. He remembers past mercy grace shown to the people of God  

1. v. 2 forgave iniquity, covered all their sin, v. 3 withdrew wrath because of sin and turned 
from your hot anger  
 

D. Aware of sin, unfaithfulness, dullness, apathy toward God in the present, he is asking God to 
move on behalf of his people by recounting the saving acts of his mercy and grace in the past  

a) You have restored in the past, you have covered over sin (atonement), forgiving iniquity 
- turning away your wrath 

b) In this prayer, as the Psalmist (and we) long for grace, revival and restoration in the 
present - we do well to remember God’s faithfulness to us in the past 
 

The design of the Psalmist is to recall former deliverances for the encouragement of hope and prayer. 
(William Plumer, Psalms) 
 

E. The psalmist models an approach for us to to transfer to our lives - the practice of cultivating 
remembrance and awareness of God’s grace toward us in the past in order to stimulate our 
prayers for more grace in the present  
 

F. If you’ve been a Christian for any length of time then you definitely have stories of God’s mercy 
and grace toward you  
1. None greater than your conversion - If you are in Christ this morning it is because God has 

shown you amazing Grace - dead in sin and now alive in Christ  
 
 

G. Application 
1. In every season we remind ourselves of God’s faithfulness to us - the many ways he has 

blessed us, provided for us - HE HAS SHOWN US MERCY IN THE PAST - STIMULATES US TO 
PRAY FOR MERY IN THE PRESENT  
a) Longing for fresh grace and reviving power in the present - remember his past mercies 

to you. Has he not been faithful to you and will you doubt his loving care now because 
of this circumstance? 
(1) Spiritual practice of making a list  

2. O my friend let us recount the faithfulness of God in our lives - he has been faithful to us in 
a million ways 
 

Israel is not pining for past glories, which are often an optical illusion, but remembering past mercies. 
This is realistic; it is also stimulating: it leads to prayers rather than dreams. (Derek Kidner, TOTC: 
Psalms, p. 339) 
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Remember God’s Faithfulness 
 
II. Desire God’s Reviving Power (4-7) 

 
A. Having remembered and recounted to God his faithfulness in times past - The Psalmist turns to 

earnest prayer for mercy now in his present situation 
1. God - Even as we have experienced your willingness to restore and forgive in the past, we 

now ask you for what we know you are able and willing to do - we pray for fresh grace in 
the present 
 

B. The Psalmist is aware that the people of Israel are experiencing the indignation of God against 
his people in their sin 
1. Don’t know exactly the situation but we know this was a nation who repeatedly turned 

from God to idols  
 

Illustration: Immediately after the Exodus, while Moses is meeting with their Redeemer on Mt. Sinai, 
Exodus 32 they make a golden calf - these are your gods… 
 

a) As such, they experienced the righteous anger of God - how offensive that those who 
have been brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand and outstretched arm, providing 
means of atonement for sins, placing his own presence at the center of their communal 
life - that they would forget and turn away 
 

C. So, he prays for mercy - v. 4 restore us again - put us back together again - v. 6 - a key phrase in 
this prayer “Will you not revive us again”? 
1. We are experiencing death - will you not give us life? We are complacent and so often sin - 

will you not give vitality, life, animate us with zeal towards God - spiritual zeal that looks like 
- rejection of sin and rejoicing in God’s mercy.  
a) We need steadfast love - we must know your salvation! 

2. The Psalmist (and we) realize that we are incapable of reviving ourselves, we must cast 
ourselves on the mercy of God and his reviving power 
 

Illustration: I have a “brown” thumb, if I plant it, it will die. These poor plants are incapable of reviving 
themselves, they are dependent (sadly) on my watering, fertilizing. God’s hand is ever-green, ever life-
giving and vital - unlike my inability and deficiency in cultivating plant life - he is in the business of giving 
life  
 

D. V. 7 -show us your steadfast love - loyal love - appeals to God as the God of faithful love and 
salvation - revive, restore 
 

E. Application 
1. Implicit here is a call to repentance - to turn from sin and to God afresh 

 
[23] Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 
[24] And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! (Psalm 139:23-
24) 
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Probably the greatest practical heresy of each age is a low idea of our undone condition under the 
guilt and dominion of sin. While this prevails, we shall be slow to cry for reviving. (William Plumer) 
 

2. Oh, too often we have a low idea of our undone condition under the guilt and dominion of 
sin - we are slow to cry for reviving  

3. We might think ourselves more sophisticated than those ancients and their worshipping of 
idols and golden calves - oh but that would be a mistake - we may not have little statues we 
worship but we certainly have all manner of things that we can elevate above God and rely 
on for life, strength, joy  

4. This pandemic year may have revealed sinful things in our hearts and lives that we have 
grown comfortable with - bad habits 
a) Escape 

(1) Stress - escape into entertainment - social media - we can find this our relief and 
our zeal cool towards God and others 

(2) Isolating from others - a lack of enthusiasm for serving others - laziness 
 

b) Trying to manage our lives to get rid of discomfort and risk - my comfort, my safety - 
instead of laying it all out for Jesus 

c) Approval of others is an intoxicating temptation 
(1) Diligently managing our online persona, our relationship with workplace friends or 

neighbors or fellow students in school so as not to be objectionable  
d) Find giving ourselves over to anger  

(1) Parenting - frustration - impatience  
e) Sexual sin  

(1) Sinful lust, pornography  
5. Let us not grow comfortable with sin in our lives - let us stand clear eyed before God - let’s 

get real about our weakness and failures so that we will not be those who are slow to cry 
out to God for reviving  

6. Let us not be so consumed and concerned about the sins of others - judgment begins in the 
household of God - WE LONG FOR REVIVAL IN THIS NATION AND IN THIS WORLD - LET IT 
BEGIN IN US! 

7. O friends, THIS MORNING let us awaken anew to God! Let us cry out for mercy! Let us ask 
him to send reviving power down upon our hearts until we see the ridiculousness of empty 
pursuits and esteem him and glorify him as our God and King! 
a) PSALM 51 REPENTANCE - RESTORE TO ME THE JOY OF MY SALVATION 

 
F. v. 6 - WILL YOU NOT REVIVE US AGAIN THAT YOUR PEOPLE MAY REJOICE IN YOU Rejoicing is the 

fruit reviving! Joy! Joy in God himself! 
 

Joy in the Lord is the ripest fruit of grace, all revivals and renewals lead up to it. By our possession of it 
we may estimate our spiritual condition, it is a sure gauge of inward prosperity. A genuine revival 
without joy in the Lord is as impossible as spring without flowers, or day dawn without light. If, either 
in our own souls or in the hearts of others we see declension, it becomes us to be much in the use of 
this prayer, and if on the other hand we are enjoying visitations of the Spirit and bedewings of grace, 
let us abound in holy joy and make it our constant delight to joy in God. (Charles Spurgeon, The 
Treasury of David: Psalm 85) 
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III. Expect that God Will Be Good to Us  
 
A. Having banked on God’s faithfulness and cried out for God’s mercy - the Psalmist turns toward 

God in expectation that God will answer this prayer for restoration and revival  
 

B. v. 8 - this man wants to hear from God - this is an expectant man. He wants to hear from God 
because he is expectant and eager to hear God proclaim “peace” over his turmoil, his sufferings, 
his spiritual wanderings. Note his faith - his confidence: “he WILL speak peace to his people” - 
wholeness, reintegration 
 

C. Note the warning v.  8 - “let them not turn back to folly” - in light of God’s mercy - don’t be a 
fool and go back to your sin 
 

[21] For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after 
knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. [22] What the true proverb 
says has happened to them: “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, 
returns to wallow in the mire.” (2 Peter 2:21-22) 
 

a) Folly = moral stupidity - this reviving of heart we long for includes the Spirit’s work to 
grant us a sincere aversion from turning back to sins we have rejected  

b) IOW - don’t return to those things which displease God - the one who is gracious and 
steadfast in love  

c) We aim to walk imperfectly and only by his grace - but with integrity so that we 
experience clean consciences, close fellowship, life-giving power in the Spirit 
 

D. v. 9 - “Surely” - confidence - surely his salvation is near to those who fear him (hearts alive in 
joy-filled awe and wonder) - that glory may dwell in our land 
 

Fearing the Lord is a tender sensitivity to whatever grieves him, and a firm resolve never to coast and 
level off. We have only one life to live. This is our moment. It will soon be over, we won’t get it back, 
and we will give an account to our Lord for how we handle our opportunity. (Ray Ortlund) 
 

1. Our desire is a tender sensitivity to whatever grieves him - our resolve to please him is met 
with grace - glory may dwell in our land 
a) Here the psalmist is envisioning and describing the presence of God - glory in our land - 

promised land where God dwelt with his people  
b) We too - in this church - we long for the glory of the Lord - we long for his presence - so 

like the psalmist we press into him - we cry out to him with expectation that he will 
meet our desire for more of him even as we seek to by his grace live lives that are 
pleasing to him.  
 

E. Ah the sweetness of what v. 10-11 describes. Here we find the attributes of God on full display 
working in harmony with one another.  
1. Steadfast love and faithfulness joined together for God’s people - righteousness and peace 

kiss each other - living in harmony  
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F. The Psalmist knows God - he knows the character of God - we know an even greater expression 
of these realties - the shadow is described here - the fullness is in Christ and him crucified  
 

Where did mercy and truth, righteousness and peace meet? In Christ Jesus. When were they 
reconciled? When he poured out his life on Calvary. (Adam Clarke) 
 

1. On the cross where the prince of glory died as our substitute - righteous for the unrighteous 
- reconciling us to God - justifying us before God so that God could remain true and 
righteous and just and the justifier of sinners who put their faith in Christ  

2. The cross - the place where righteousness and peace kiss for our salvation is the grounds of 
confident expectation that God will show us good as we cry out for his reviving power in our 
lives  
 

G. v. 12 - Yes, the Lord WILL give us what is good, and our land WILL yield its increase - fruitfulness. 
The Psalmist is confident, he is expectant, and so shall we be  
 

If Jehovah gives any people these blessings: mercy, truth, justice, and peace, they may be sure of 
great good in a thousand forms; and if he gives us an interest in his Son, in whom mercy, truth, 
righteousness and peace meet, we may be sure that he will do us good to all eternity. (William 
Plumer, Psalms, p. 803) 
 

H. Ends in v. 13 - In his righteousness and might he make the way forward for his people as we 
follow, in the strength he provides, into the good he has for us to all eternity.  

I. God in the splendor of his righteousness, and justice, and power, and glory will no doubt make 
our way forward into his faithfulness doing us good to all eternity 

 
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before 
you. (Psalm 89:14) 
 

J. Application 
1. We do not pray to a God who is reluctant to revive us - to show us his glory and goodness 

and grace! 
 

For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor. No good thing does he 
withhold from those who walk uprightly. (Psalm 84:11) 
 

2. Mom - in the heat and conflict of difficult days - as you labor with your children - cry out to 
God for his reviving power - he has been faithful to you - he will be faithful to you - pray for 
his presence and his glory to made known in your home - with expectation  

3. LIVING HOPE LET US PRAY IN THIS WAY STEP INTO THE REST OF THIS YEAR MORE EAGER 
FOR HIS PRESENCE MORE EARNEST IN OUR FAITHFULNESS 
 

Close 
Let us expectantly ask God to move in reviving power among us 
 
Remember God’s faithfulness in the past, plead for God’s mercy now, turn with expectancy towards God 
trusting that he will give us good! 
 



Living Hope Church 9 May 2021 

 

7 

 

Revive us again; 
Fill each heart with Thy love; 
May each soul be rekindled 
With fire from above. (Revive Us Again - Mackay) 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format 
provided that you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of 
reproduction. For web posting, a link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the 
above must be approved by Living Hope Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Ben Kreps 
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