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 The Doctrine of Eternal Punishment 
 Revelation 20:11-15 
  
Introduction (turn to Revelation 20) 
 

A. In the last sermon I preached I sought to encourage us to seek the things that are above and 
to set our minds on things above.  I said we do this best by thinking about heaven often. 

 
1. Thinking often about heaven affects the way we live our lives now.  We are filled with 

love and we live life now preparing for that day. 
 

2. But, I said too many view heaven as boring but that is untrue (God is not boring).  I 
told you heaven is a real place and Jesus is there. 

 
3. I also mentioned that heaven is not the only destination.  The Bible teaches the reality 

of a place called hell.  The Bible knows nothing of any other ultimate destinations. 
 

B. In my life of study and reading there are several books that changed me in significant ways.  
One such book is by Randy Alcorn and the title is Money, Possessions, and Eternity. 

 
1. The book exhorts us to consider eternity (Randy was a pastor arrested for OR, had 

wages garnished, and began to write books).  A quote from MPE (1989) that affected 
me. 

 
“A startling thing has happened among Western Christians.  Many of us habitually think 
and act as if there is no eternity - or is if what we do in this present life has no bearing on 
eternity.  How many sermons about heaven or hell have most of us heard lately?  How 
many gospel booklets even mention the words heaven or hell?  Look carefully - you may be 
surprised.  The trend is not to focus on our eternal future but our present circumstances.  
Yet Scripture states the reality of our eternal future should determine the character of our 
present life, right down to the words we speak and the actions we take (James 2:12; 2 Pet 
3:11-12)....  Being oblivious to eternity leaves us experts in the trivial. And novices in the 
significant.  We can name that tune, name that starting lineup, name that actor’s movie 
debut, name that country’s leading export, and detail the differences between computer 
models or types of four-wheel drives.  None of this is wrong, of course, but it is certainly 
revealing when we consider that most Christians, let alone the general public, do not even 
have an accurate picture of what the Bible says will happen to us after we die.  We major 
on the momentary and minor on the momentous.”  Randy Alcorn, Money, Possessions and 
Eternity, pp. 138-139 

 
2. We get busy, our lives are full, we have bills to pay, yards to mow, tasks that need to be 
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done, and we fall into bed so we can get up and do it again.  We forget eternity. 
 

C. But the Bible doesn’t let us live in this state of affairs. 
1. As pastors we believe our primary job is to prepare you for eternity.  To prepare us 

each for that moment when we appear before the judgment seat of Christ. 
 

2. Therefore, we need to be informed about heaven and hell.  Heaven is wonderful to 
consider and hell is difficult and painful to consider. 

 
3. My title is The Doctrine of Eternal Punishment.  Read Revelation 20:11-15. 

 
Revelation 20:11-15 (ESV) “11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on 
it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I 
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then 
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was 
written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead 
who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, 
each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was 
not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” 

 
I. What is hell (called the lake of fire in the text)? 
 

A. Theologian Wayne Grudem gives us the following definition: 
 

“Hell is a place of eternal conscious punishment for the wicked.”  Wayne Grudem, 
Systematic Theology, p, 1148  

 
1. The new SGC Statement of Faith supports this definition. 

 
“On the last day all people will appear before Christ, who is the judge of all. Those who 
suppressed God’s truth in unrighteousness and did not obey the gospel of Christ will suffer 
the righteous wrath of God and be justly cast into the hell of fire with the devil and his 
angels. There they will experience eternal, conscious punishment according to their sins.” 

 
B. This is a hard word.  To grasp the reality of the teaching of Jesus Christ is to be affected, to 

be sobered, overwhelmed, and feel depths of sorrow.  Even tears (perhaps over loved 
ones). 

 
1. It is so hard that many want to avoid it.  I’ll give you two samples from theologians so 

you are prepared for various views that exist.  Clark Pinnock (once reformed then 
moved): 
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“Let me say at the outset that I consider the concept of hell as endless torment in body and 
mind an outrageous doctrine, a theological and moral enormity, a bad doctrine of the 
tradition that needs changed.  How can Christians possibly project a deity of such cruelty 
and vindictiveness whose ways would include inflicting everlasting torture upon his 
creatures, however sinful they may have been.  Surely a God who would do such a thing is 
more nearly like Satan than like God, at least by any ordinary moral standards, and by the 
gospel itself....  Does the one who told us to love our enemies intend to wreak vengeance 
on his own enemies for all eternity?  As H. Kung appropriately asks, “What would we think 
of a human being who satisfied his thirst for revenge so implacably and insatiably?”.... 
[E]verlasting torment is intolerable from a moral point of a view because it makes God into a 
blood-thirsty monster who maintains an everlasting Auschwitz for victims whom he does not 
even allow to die.”  Clark Pinnock, The Destruction of the Impenitent, pp. 246-247, 253 

 
· For now notice the question is about God and His character.  This is why theology 

matters.  If we get God wrong we are wrong (design a God that agrees with us).  
 

2. And John Stott (beloved and so often very helpful) said this: 
 

“I find the concept [of eternal conscious torment in hell] intolerable and do not understand 
how people can live with it without either cauterising their feelings or cracking under the 
strain.  But our emotions are a fluctuating, unreliable guide to truth and must not be 
exalted to the place of supreme authority in determining it.  As a committed Evangelical, 
my question must be - and is - not what does my heart tell me, but what does God’s word 
say?”  David Edwards and John Stott, Essentials, pp. 314-315 

 
3. Here we note that Jesus referenced hell more than heaven.  Jesus likened hell to a fire 

at least twenty times.  We take care to note that genre matters (literal or metaphor?). 
 

Matthew 5:27-30 (ESV) “27 You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 
28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out 
and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole 
body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into 
hell.” 

   
Matthew 7:21-23 (ESV) “21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that 
day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare 
to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 
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C. So Jesus teaches about hell often.  What do these teachers who doubt the existence of hell 

believe happens?  How do they deal with it?  Two general answers. 
 

1. Annihilation - a soul ceases to exist (a few options on this view).  They point to: 
 

· They view destruction as destroyed 
· The disproportion of temporal sin vs. eternity 
· The presence of evil creatures mars creation 
· God is love (they say Jesus is the image of the Father and the OT must go) 

2. Universalism - all are saved.  If I must choose my heresy I prefer this one to 
annihilation but alas neither are true to the Scriptures. 

 
II. Who will spend eternity in hell? 
 

A. Hell is a real place inhabited by Satan, fallen angels, and human beings who went their own 
way and chose to reject God.  In truth, they hate God, and do not want to follow or worship 
Him. 

 
1. There won’t be anyone in hell who somehow wanted to be saved from the wrath of 

God and it just didn’t happen.  They did not receive the gift of eternal life (love 
darkness). 

 
2. Jesus describes it this way: 

 
John 3:19-20 (ESV) “19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For 
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his 
works should be exposed.” 

 
B. It is a comfort to us that no one is without excuse.  We heard this truth in Romans. 

 
1. Creation itself declares the glory of God and it takes a fool to look at a created order 

like our universe and say it just happened by chance. 
 

Romans 1:20 (ESV) “20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are without excuse.” 

 
2. This deals with the question of those who never heard the gospel.  We must labor to 

share the good news with those who haven’t heard.  God uses means of grace in His 
plans. 
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Romans 10:14-15 (ESV) “14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it 
is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”   

 
3. Further, it is acceptable to warn people of the wrath to come.  It is a loving kindness 

to let them know what is up ahead. 
 

“Some talk of it as an unreasonable thing to fright persons to heaven, but I think it is a 
reasonable thing to endeavor to fright persons away from hell.  They stand upon its brink, 
and are just ready to fall into it, and are senseless of their danger.  Is it not a reasonable 
thing to fright a person out of a house on fire?”  Jonathan Edwards, Works II, p. 830 

 
C. That said, we major on good news.   

1. We speak of the love of God for sinners, His death on a cross, and resurrection, and we 
invite folks to flee from the wrath to come.  Hell is a real reality. 

 
2. There isn’t any such thing as purgatory or a second chance.  God is holy and God is 

just. 
 

Ex: He cannot simply forgive sin.  If we allowed a rapist or a murderer to simply go 
free it would not be just.  There would be an outcry.  Lies, stealing, idolatry, etc. 

 
3. But Jesus offers us the gift of Himself.  Jesus pays it all.  For eternal life lok to Jesus.  

Flee your sins and find joy that is eternal.  The love of God is offered freely to all. 
 

D. But what of the innocent person in Africa who never heard the gospel?  We say there isn’t 
any such person for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (God does not owe 
mercy). 

 
1. They need to hear.  That is why, as a church, we support the work Paul Michaels is 

doing in Nepal (and SGC).  We seek to tell folks about Jesus who have never heard. 
 

· You can support Finish the Mission directly and I encourage you to visit their 
website and support the work.  We must all be involved in the Great 
Commission. 

 
E. There are theologians that hold out hope that those who never heard have an opportunity 

to respond.  I don’t find the various positions compelling (only one matches our SoF). 
  

1. Our position is called restrictivism which means God doesn’t provide salvation to those 
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who fail to hear of Jesus and come to faith before they die (John 14:6, Acts 4:12, 1 John 
5:11-12).  Examples: John Calvin, Jonathan Edwards, R.C. Sproul, SGC. 

 
2. Another position holds that there is a universal opportunity before death.  All people 

are given opportunity to be saved by God’s sending the gospel (even by angels or 
dreams) or at the moment of death or by middle knowledge (Dan. 2, Acts 8, 2 Pet 
3:8-9).  Examples:  James Arminius, Norman Geisler. 

 
3. Inclusivism holds that the unevangelized may be saved if they respond in faith to God 

based on the revelation they have (John 12:32, Acts 10:43, 1 Tim. 4:10).  Examples:  
John Wesley, C.S. Lewis. 

 
4. Postmortem evangelism says that the unevangelized receive an opportunity to believe 

in Jesus after death (John 3:18, 1 Pet 3:18-4:6).  Example:  George MacDonald. 
 
III. How does the doctrine of eternal punishment affect us now? 
 

A. Surely it increases our motivation for evangelism. 
 

1. Those of us with children who have not yet believed know well this burden (no excuse). 
· We pray because nothing is too hard for God. 

 
“If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our dead bodies. And if they perish, 
let them perish with our arms wrapped about their knees, imploring them to stay. If Hell 
must be filled, let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go unwarned and 
unprayed for.”  Charles Spurgeon 

 
B. The doctrine of eternal punishment satisfies our desire for justice. 

 
1. God tells us that He has it so we can let it go.  We never pursue revenge. 

 
Romans 12:19-21 (ESV) “19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of 
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing 
you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good.” 

 
Ex: Spouse mistreats you, a child mistreats you, a friend disappoints, or young 

children, your sibling mistreats you - a mature response is no revenge.  We may 
need to leave to be safe but no revenge. 

 
C. The doctrine of eternal punishment enables us to forgive others. 
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1. We aim to follow in the very steps of Jesus.  We must forgive though reconciliation is 

a different matter.  Jesus is an example to us for how we ought to live our lives. 
 

1 Peter 2:21-23 (ESV) “21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, 
neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges 
justly.” 

 
Ex: Jesus forgave everyone who mistreated Him, Stephen did the same thing as he 

was stoned to death, we forgive because we entrust ourselves to God. 
 

D. The doctrine of eternal punishment provides motivation for godly living. 
 

1. We know that sin is stupid, never satisfies, and brings us no enduring pleasure.  We 
have this desire to live for the glory of God in all things.  Only let Jesus be glorified in 
us. 

 
2. We want no part of wickedness for the end result is hell.  We do not venture near.  

Saved by grace to be sure, and set apart for good works. 
 

Revelation 21:8 (ESV) “8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for 
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the 
lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 

3. Let us examine our lives to be sure we are in the faith.  Let there be no deception, no 
falsehood, but let us be children of the light who hate the darkness. 

 
E. Friend, have you trusted in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins?  You are warned that up 

ahead the bridge is out.  Destruction awaits. 
 

1. But Jesus offers you life in Him.  It is glorious and it never ends.  Come to Him and 
leave your sins behind.  Jesus paid it all in our place condemned He stood. 

 
Close 
 

A. Hell (the doctrine of eternal punishment) is not a chipper, happy topic.  But it is the 
teaching of the Bible.  And it accurately describes God. 

 
1. In Rev 14:9-11b we note that eternal torment happens in the presence of the Lamb and 

the angels.  This is justice, not mercy. 
 



Living Hope Church April 11, 2021 
 

8 

 

Revelation 14:9-11a (ESV) “9 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud 
voice, “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on 
his hand, 10 he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of 
his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels 
and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and 
ever, and they have no rest, day or night.” 

 
2. May heaven and hell inform our thinking, our lives, our hearts, and our actions.  As 

much as it is up to us we desire no one spends eternity in hell except Satan and his 
crew. 

 
Pray 
 

“Heavenly Father, we tremble and groan at the revelation of eternal torment.  Oh how 
great the sin of man!  Our sin.  Help us not to measure the justice of hell by our meager 
sense of sin, but rather to get a just sense of our sin by the measure of the horror of hell.  
May we fear it rightly.  May we rescue as many as we can.  May we cherish the Christ who 
bore our guilt.  May we stand in awe of your justice and grace.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen.”  John Piper, Pierced by the Word, p. 57 
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