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Striving Together in Prayer 
Romans 15:30-33   

 
Intro 
 
Have you ever struggled with the reality that God has planned the end from the beginning, that 
all things happen according to the counsel of his will, that no one can thwart his sovereign 
purposes in the world and how that works with intercessory prayer?  
 
[9] remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and 
there is none like me, [10] declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times 
things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose, ’
(Isaiah 46:9-10) 
 
all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will 
among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his 
hand or say to him, “What have you done?” (Daniel 4:35) 
 
and said, “O LORD, God of our fathers, are you not God in heaven? You rule over all the 
kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are power and might, so that none is able to withstand 
you. (2 Chronicles 20:6) 
 
God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he 
said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? (Numbers 23:19) 
 
He has planned and knows the beginning to the end of human history and no one can change 
his mind or thwart his will for he works all things according to the counsel of HIS WILL 
 
And yet, alongside these awesome realities of our God as revealed in Scripture - are many, 
many exhortations to pray. Pray without ceasing 1 Thess. 5:17, Rom. 12:12 be constant in 
prayer and that Jam. 4:2 you do not have because you do not ask. The list goes on.  
 
So, which is it? That God has planned and therefore knows the end from the beginning and 
nothing and no-one resist him or thwart him as works out the counsel of his own will in all 
things or that we, finite, fallen creatures have the almost unspeakable privilege of actually 
interacting with our God in a way that changes things, that he responds to our prayers and that 
there are a million things in this world that would not happen apart from our prayers. Though 
there remains mystery - happily both are true! 
 
In fact, the reality of his absolute, unwavering sovereignty over all things is a great confidence 
that we take hold of in prayer. He has ordained even our prayers and we can pray boldly for all 
sorts of things knowing that he can do far more abundantly than even all we ask or think.  
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If you do not avail yourself of the privilege of bringing to pass events in the universe that 
would not take place if you didn’t pray, you are acting like a colossal fool, aren’t you? (John 
Piper) 
 
The apostle Paul knows these realities intimately and so in our text as he continues to provide 
us with a compelling model of partnership, he makes an appeal for the church in Rome to join 
him in praying to the God who is sovereign over all things and who loves to hear and answer 
the prayers of his saints.  
 
Work through the text - first his appeal in v. 30  
 
I. His appeal   

 
A. We saw last week in v. 22-29 Paul setting an example of what healthy and powerful 

partnership can look like both within a local church and extra-locally - healthy 
partnership is marked by: 
1. Relationship  
2. Shared ministry  
3. Blessing  

 
B. He appeals to another, central piece to healthy partnership - united corporate prayer  

1. He reflects his concerns about his upcoming trip - Clearly, he has a deep concern 
about this trip - I APPEAL - other URGE - by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of 
the Spirit, to STRIVE together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf. You can 
essentially hear the concern urgency in his voice as he faces what lies ahead.  

C. Here he asks for a and communicates an important truth about faithful prayer - taught 
elsewhere in Scripture - that there is something important not only in being faithful to 
pray but in striving prayer - disciplined, fervent, struggling prayer  
 

D. He has already written in Romans 12:12 “be constant in prayer” - we see something of 
this in what Jesus said in Luke 18: 
 

[1] And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose 
heart. [2] He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected 
man. [3] And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me 
justice against my adversary. ’[4] For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, 
‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, [5] yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I 
will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” [6] And the 
Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. [7] And will not God give justice to his 
elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? [8] I tell you, he will give 
justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?” (Luke 18:1-8) 
 

1. Strive - cry out - persist  
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E. He gives them incentives - reasons to stimulate them to pray - I appeal to you by our 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit 
1. His appeal is under the Lordship of Jesus Christ - he and the Christians in Rome and 

all Christians throughout history have one Lord - we all live together under his 
authority  
a) United with him by faith - In light of the sweet and fruitful realities of their 

shared union with the Lord Jesus Christ by faith - pray for me  
2. The love of the Spirit - this is not the love that the Spirit has for the Christian (a 

sweet reality) - this is the love for brothers and sisters in Christ that is the fruit and 
effect of the Spirits work in all who are born again  
a) That sincere love for one another that blossoms in a heart transformed by the 

Gospel that motivates us to pray for one another. 
 

Paul shows how the godly ought to pray for their brethren, that they are to assume their 
person, as though they were placed in the same difficulties. (John Calvin) 
 

3. Sincere love for one another - brought into our lives by the Holy Spirit - provokes a 
striving and earnestness in prayer as if we have been placed in the same difficulties 
of those we are praying for  
 

F. He appeals to these transcendent realities that he is certain will stimulate every 
Christian in Rome.  
 
1. Striving prayer is the fruit of an awareness that those whom we pray for are fellow 

heirs of the grace of God in Christ - that we are all united at the deepest level of 
existence as we are all connected to one another in our union with Christ - that we 
live together under the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ - and as the Spirit grows 
within us an awareness of the greatness of God’s love for us that tenderizes our 
hearts and stimulates deep affection for brothers and sisters even if we haven’t met 
them  
 

Illustration: Praying for James Coates, pastor who leads Grace Life church in Edmonton, who 
has been in jail for weeks with no end in sight because he refused to comply with the heavy-
handed, governmental restrictions related to Covid-19 believing that they restricted their ability 
to worship as commanded by God. Never met him - not sure what he looks like  
 

G. Application 
1. Transferring to our lives - reminding that there is a vital place that fervent, striving 

prayer when we pray for one another  
 
[16] Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. [17] Elijah was a 
man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three 
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years and six months it did not rain on the earth. [18] Then he prayed again, and heaven gave 
rain, and the earth bore its fruit. (James 5:16-18) 
 

2. Invited out of routine of mundane prayer to pursue fervency - not just routine - 
pursuit - underneath that fervency a desire for God’s will to be done.  

3. If Paul - the man who was commissioned by the risen Christ - the man who 
established Christianity from Jerusalem to Illyricum - the one who penned the 
majority of the New Testament feels his need for prayer - oh how this pastor feels it 
all the more.  

4. “No man can do me a truer kindness in this world than to pray for me” 
a) Pray for the leaders in this church - pastors, CG leaders  

 
II. His prayer requests   

 
A. Two things in v. 31 

1. I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea 
a) He was anticipating opposition/persecution from unbelievers as all throughout 

his life in ministry he had experienced these kinds of things - while not shying 
away from that kind of suffering and opposition - he wasn’t inviting it - rescue  

2. That my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints  
a) You may recall he informed this church earlier in Ch. 15 that he was on his way 

to Jerusalem to bring financial relief to impoverished Jewish Christians - money 
he had collected from the church in Macedonia and Achaia - why wouldn’t that 
be acceptable? Maybe you find this curious - YOU BRINGING ME A PILE OF CASH 
YOU DON’T NEED TO PRAY THAT I WILL FIND IT ACCEPTABLE - if a bag of cash is 
coming my way - NO NEED TO ORGANIZE AN EMERGENCY PRAYER MEETING  

b) The book of Acts and Paul’s letters inform us - that there were certain strains of 
conservative Jewish Christians who were suspicious about Paul and his “law-
free” Gospel - GOSPEL OF GRACE  

c)  in this transitional period - Paul that God would move in their hearts to receive 
him with love and acceptance  
(1) Highlights a reality of God’s sovereignty - notice he prays in effect that if 

these Jewish Christians are resistant to Paul that God would change their 
wills to accept Paul  

d) This would seem to undermine the idea that we are PURELY autonomous people 
with free wills that God would never interfere with - God works in hearts and 
minds - and even as Paul invites the reader to pray to our sovereign God - we 
can and should pray and ask him to intervene and work in the hearts and minds 
of others  
 

Illustration: praying for someone we love - God would save them - not “can you make some 
conditions around this person to be amenable to them considering and hopefully figure out 
their way to engaging their wills to put faith in Christ. SAVE THEM! TAKE HOLD. 
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B. All with the understanding that what is preeminent is the will of God  
 

The purpose of prayer is emphatically not to bend God’s will to ours, but rather to align our 
will to his. The promise that our prayer will be answered is conditional on asking according to 
his will. Consequently, every prayer we pray should be a variation on the theme, ‘Your will be 
done.’ (John Stott)  
 

1. We see Paul reflecting this in v. 32 so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy 
and be refreshed in your company - reiterating his desire to connect physically and 
relationally that he talked about in 15:22 and 24.  
a) His desire is to come to them - GOOD DESIRE but with the understanding that 

this and everything else will only happen if it is the will of God for it to be so  
(1) His good desire is submitted to the will of God  

 
C. If we pull back and evaluate Paul’s biography in Acts and elsewhere, we find we that did 

God answer these prayers. 
 

He was delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, but only by being locked up by the Romans 
for two years. The collection was, apparently accepted by the Jewish Christians, but Paul’s 
subsequent arrest in the temple precincts must have raised Jewish Christian’s suspicions 
about him again. And Paul did get to Rome and experience some measure of joy and 
refreshment, but he arrived there in Roman chains. (Doug Moo) 
 

1. In this understanding we remember that God will answer our prayers in his own way 
and according to his will  
 

D. v. 33 even as he asks for prayer - in typical Paul fashion he can’t help but pray for them - 
May the God of peace be with you all - now that is a prayer that Paul is confident will be 
fulfilled for wherever there are those who are in Christ - THERE IS THE GOD OF PEACE IS 
PRESENT  
 

E. Application  
1. Awe we reflect on this text there is an implicit invitation to press into the 

sovereignty of God in prayer - PRAY BIG PRAYERS - GOD IS ABLE TO DO ALL THAT HE 
WILLS TO DO  

2. Missions’ prayer meeting - SGC  
a) Persistent prayer for those you love - continue to press in - A CLEAR NO 
b) Unanswered prayer? We must not grow bitter as if he is withholding what is 

best for us - when prayer appear to go unanswered or God says no, we 
understand that if we knew everything that God knows and is doing in our lives 
and in this world, we would agree with him  
(1) All-wise - full of loving kindness - the God peace present with us  
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3. Here is a prayer that we can be confident in when we pray - may the God of peace 
be present in our lives and in the lives of those whom we love  
a) Experience his realized presence  

(1) Doesn’t have to be long to be effective and fruitful - Jesus warns about piling 
up words - Paul models concise - gospel-centered prayer  

 
Close  
 
Prayer is an essential Christian activity, and it is good to ask people to pray for us and with us, 
as Paul did. But there is nothing automatic about prayer. Praying is not like using a coin-
operated machine or a cash dispenser. The struggle involved in prayer lies in the process of 
coming to discern God’s will and to desire it above everything else. Then God will work things 
out providentially according to his will, for which we have prayed. (John Stott) 
 
Let us set ourselves anew to praying in this way for one another. Striving in our prayers for one 
another and for Christians throughout the world.  
 
The advancement of the Gospel and the good of God’s people  
 
If you do not avail yourself of the privilege of bringing to pass events in the universe that 
would not take place if you didn’t pray, you are acting like a colossal fool, aren’t you? (John 
Piper) 
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