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Apostolic Inspiration 
Romans 15.14-21 

 
 

Intro 
I love biographies. I find it is a satisfying and stimulating experience to read a well-written 
biography or to watch a documentary tracing the life and thought of men and women 
throughout history and in our present day.  
 
Rush Limbaugh - not a listener though my dad did so connected with my childhood - 
immediately went to the internet to learn about his life. It is a magical and marvelous thing to 
have essentially unlimited access to the life and thought of almost anyone even down to their 
net worth.  
 
One reason that so many of us enjoy biographies is the power they have to inspire us. When we 
learn about exemplary men and women, we reflect on what made them admirable and what 
we may aspire to in our lives or conversely in learning of twisted motivations and evil actions 
we recoil and aim to resist those impulses and actions. Good biography does not shy away from 
the fact that all of us are a mixture of good and bad, virtue and vice.  
 
In reading biographies, we can be inspired  
 
The dignity of Frederick Douglas 
The courage of Winston Churchill  
The sacrifice of Jim Elliot  
The compassion of Mother Theresa  
The wisdom of Georg Washington  
 
While we will never for instance be President - don’t let your parents fool you - my mom TABLE 
MANNERS - doesn’t mean we can’t be inspired to emulate in ways appropriate to the calling 
God has on our lives  
 
Our text is a bit of biography. It is Paul telling us about his calling, his heart, his mission, his 
passion. His letters give us a picture, an insider’s view of this great stalwart of the faith. A man 
imperfect but gifted and fervent and faithful.   
 
No commands in this text but a compelling and godly example to inform and inspire us 
 
We are not apostles - we can transfer and apply something of his heart and passion to our lives  
 
Look at and be inspired by:  
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I. His Care (14-15a) 
 
A. The theological unfolding of the Gospel in 1-11 and its implications on how we should 

live in light of the Gospel 12-15 have come to an end as he begins to conclude this 
divinely inspired letter.  
 

B. He’s been coming at the church in Rome pretty hard with his correction and 
exhortations on pursuing genuine love and unity and at this point in v. 14 he seeks to 
encourage these Christians - note the family tone - brothers and we do well to add 
sisters 
 

C. I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of 
goodness - broad term - they had their issues but there was much grace - were living 
kind, generous, and godly lives  
1. Filled with all knowledge - they had a sound grasp of the gospel and biblical doctrine  
2. Able to instruct one another - happy is the pastor of the church whose members are 

able and skilled at encouraging one another with the Scriptures - THIS CHURCH  
3. A bit of redeemed hyperbole meant to express his appreciation for the maturity in 

their lives  
 

D. v. 15 he provides his motivation for writing this letter - on some point I have written to 
you very boldly by way of reminder 
1. Apostolic ministry is a a reminding ministry - surely the ministry of the Apostles was 

about teaching and informing but also very much about reminding  
 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 
which you stand, (1 Corinthians 15:1) 
 
This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring 
up your sincere mind by way of reminder, (2 Peter 3:1) 
 
That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my 
ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. (1 Corinthians 4:17) 
 

2. Paul is a wise pastor - even the most mature need this ministry of reminding - we 
wander - we forget - we battle doubt unbelief  
 

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me 
and is safe for you. (Philippians 3:1) 
 

3. Same things church - in the business of this ministry of teaching sound, historic, 
biblical doctrine and reminding you about this timeless and unshakable truths.  
a) Beware of innovation - new theological ideas - biblical arguments about human 

sexuality that didn’t exist for thousands of years  
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Illustration: Friend who went back to the puritans  
 

4. If you are looking around the church in the west compromising - WE AREN’T 
innovating - expanding into creative new theology - we are diving ever deeper into 
the faith once for all delivered to the saints.  
 

E. Paul is caring for this church through his instruction and exhortation by reminding them 
of that which is of first importance the Gospel - that’s what he has been doing 
throughout this letter  
 

F. Application  
1. No of us are Apostles - apostolic ministry still functions - We aren’t going to be 

called by God to write Holy Scripture - all of us can take this burden of care upon 
ourselves - to seek to instruct one another by reminding one another of the Gospel 
a) To help our brothers and sisters to never lose sight of the grace of God in Christ  
b) Friends with coffee 
c) Community Group member struggling  
d) Families  

 
Illustration: hard working dads and busy moms - grow tired of reminding - never grow tired of 
reminding them of Jesus Christ - never grow tired of loving your kids and caring for your kids 
with daily reminders of the Savior who became our substitute to forgive our sins and bring us to 
God  
 

e) When we want to remember something important coming up we may make a 
to-do list - a list of reminders - what about a list for your daily use to remind 
yourself and others of the Gospel?  
 

Struggle with sin:  
For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. (Romans 8:13) 
 
Battle with weakness:  
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. (Romans 
8:26) 
 
Temptations to believe that God is stingy or is holding back what would bring us the most 
happiness:  
[31] What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? [32] He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? (Romans 8:31-21) 
 
Let us be about the business and ministry of reminding  
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II. His Calling (15b-19a) 
 
A. He’s written this letter by way of reminder - 15b because of the grace given me to be a 

minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles - call back to the beginning  
 

[1] Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, [2] 
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, [3] concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh [4] and was declared to be the 
Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, [5] through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, (Romans 1:1-5) 
 

1. Apostles were men who had seen Jesus and had been commissioned by him build 
the foundation of his mission that has expanded across the world 

2. Grace given me by God to be a minster of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles - reveals a 
different side of this calling - in the priestly service of the gospel of God - He is an 
apostle sent to the Gentiles and having come to the Gentiles and preached the 
Gospel and many gentiles putting their faith in Christ - his calling is to offer those 
converts to God as a sacrifice  
 

B. That the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit 
1. His calling to evangelize the Gentiles was in its fulfillment an expression of priestly 

worship 
2. OT priests offered slaughtered animals for sacrifices to God - Paul is offering living 

sacrifices - set apart as holy by the Holy Spirit - a pleasing sacrifice to God - 
FULFILLMENT  
 

And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on 
horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain 
Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to 
the house of the LORD. (Isaiah 66:20) 
 

a) Oh it is holy and deeply sacred thing to be given to God through faith in Christ - 
this ain’t no clubhouse for people into religion - living sacrifices - pleasing 
offerings to God through the sanctifying power of the Spirit of God - sacred thing 
  

C. v. 17 because this is the nature of his calling - in Christ Jesus then I have reason to be 
proud of my work for God  
1. Proud? Is that allowed? Is not pride the root of our sin?  

a) Self-promoting pride is evil and is to be killed in the power of the Spirit - but 
pride that is in Christ for what he accomplishes through us brings glory to God   

b) v. 18 I will not venture to speak of anything except what Chris this accomplished 
through me  
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c) The reality that he has brought the Gentiles to obedience to God through his 
ministry - well he won’t take the credit 
 

The success of his ministry is due entirely to divine enablement. Christ is the active “worker” 
in the things of which Paul is speaking; Paul is simply the instrument. (Doug Moo) 
 

2. v. 19 he describes Christ’s work through him  
a) Word and deed - through the proclamation of the Gospel and through his 

actions 
b) Power of signs and wonders - by the power of the Spirit of God.  
c) WORD AND DEED IMPORTANT BUT MIRACLES So is then what must accompany 

evangelism? I see people trying to say so 
 
This combination of words and works, the verbal and the visual, is a recognition that human 
beings often learn more through their eyes than through their ears. Words explain works, but 
works dramatize words. The public ministry of Jesus is the best example of this… It would be 
wrong to conclude, however, that ‘works’ means only miracles. One of Jesus’ most powerful 
visual aids was to take a child into his arms, and one of the early church’s was their common 
life and their care for the needy…This is not to deny that God can perform miracles today…It 
is rather to acknowledge that their chief purpose was to authenticate the unique ministry of 
the apostles. (John Stott)  
 

3. Apostles - ordinary people like you and me - unique and extraordinary calling 
accompanied by a unique grace - careful not to apply to ourselves that which is 
relegated to those who received this grace  
a) HE DOES MIRACLES - DO AS MANY AS YOU LIKE  

 
The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with utmost patience, with signs and 
wonders and mighty works. (2 Corinthians 12:12) 
 

D. Application  
1. Convincing them of his Apostolic authority - Paul’s writings carry the weight and 

authority of God  
a) Jesus vs. Paul debate  

2. Do you have clarity about your identity and calling? 
 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 
 

3. None of us are called to be an Apostle - all of us are called in various ways and in 
various spheres to make Christ known - to proclaim his excellencies - in various ways 
appropriate to our positions and seasons of life   
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a) Like Paul - our service and ministry for Christ - we may rightly anticipate and 
expect that same Holy Spirit to empower us 

 
Physical miracles are not the only way in which the power of the Holy Spirit is displayed. 
Indeed his usual way is through the Word of God, which is his ‘sword’. It is he who takes our 
feeble human words and confirms them with his divine power in minds, hearts, consciences 
and wills of the hearers. Every conversion is a power encounter, in which the Spirit through 
the gospel recuses and regenerates sinners. (John Stott) 
 

4. What are you called to?  
a) Invite a friend to the Bridge  
b) Church Plant 
c) Young man - pastor?  

 
III. His Ambition (19b-21) 

 
A. Having been faithful to his calling as an apostle engaged in the priestly activity of 

offering living sacrifices to God through the proclamation of the Gospel, he informs the 
reader - all the way around from Jerusalem (where the mission of the church began) all 
the way around to Illyricum (modern day Croatia, Serbia, Albania and so forth) I have 
fulfilled the ministry of the Gospel of Christ. QUITE A CLAIM PAUL! Over 3000 miles.  
 

B. What does he mean? Does he mean that everyone in that huge area of the world had 
become a Christian - no he’s talking about his strategy for evangelism through strategic 
church plants  
 

Paul’s strategy was apparently to plant churches in key cities, and from there coworkers 
would fan out and evangelize smaller towns. (Thomas Schreiner) 
 

1. He sees his ministry of the gospel fulfilled because he has done this work of 
strategically church planting in key cities  
 

C. v. 20 - thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel - oh he pulls open his chest to 
show us his beating heart - what gets him up in the morning - my ambition is to preach 
the gospel - ambition for Christ to be known  
1. For him this ambition was connected to a specific strategy - preach the Gospel 

where Christ has not been named - lest I build on someone else’s foundation 
a) Paul is crystal clear about his calling and that is what informs his ambition - he’s 

not down on pastors building on foundations but his ambition is to lay new 
foundations in new place - for him to preach the gospel is a pioneer ambition  
 

I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. (1 Corinthians 3:6) 
 

(1) Differing roles in the body  
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D. v. 21 - Isaiah 52:15 - those who have never been told of him will see - this who have 
never heard will understand  
1. His passion and his ambition were to tell the unreached about Jesus Christ so that 

their eyes would be opened and they would see 
2. Those who have never heard of the Savior will finally hear and understand and 

receive the grace of God  
 

E. Application  
1. AMBITION? ANIMATES YOUR HEART AND MIND? SATURATED WITH CHRIST (V. 16, 

17, 18, 19, 20) - HIS BIOGRAPHY FALLS APART WITHOUT HIM - YOU?  
 

Illustration: Eagles 2017 - enthusiasm - the more distance I get from that SB the less 
enthusiastic I feel - AMBITION COOLED? DISTANCE FROM JESUS - INVITATION TO RETURN TO 
HIM IN FAITH - RETURN TO HIS WORD  
 
There never was his like among the choicest of princes. He is always to be found in the 
thickest part of the battle. When the wind blows cold he always takes the bleak side of the 
hill. The heaviest end of the cross lies ever on his shoulders. If he bids us carry a burden, he 
carries it also. If there is anything that is gracious, generous, kind, and tender, yea lavish and 
superabundant in love, you always find it in him. These forty years and more have I served 
him, blessed be his name! and I have had nothing but love from him. I would be glad to 
continue yet another forty years in the same dear service here below if so it pleased him. His 
service is life, peace, joy. Oh, that you would enter on it at once! God help you to enlist under 
the banner of Jesus even this day! Amen. (Spurgeon) 
 

2. What can we transfer to our lives?  
3. Talking about church planting this year  

a) Antioch cohort - I’ll be applying myself to studying and learning about church 
planting  
(1) Prayer - BOOKMARKS  

b) There are people in Central PA who have not been told - who have not heard  
(1) Those for whom Jesus Christ is simply a swear word and who have only a 

vague conception of who Jesus actually is  
c) Make it our ambition to RISE UP AND GO AND PROCLAIM  

4. Frontier mission  
a) Paul Michaels - training men to go to the unreached - Christ has never been 

named  
 
Illustration:  
Mario & Jen Vucenovic were first sent out from their home church, Christ Community Church of 
Reading, Pennsylvania in 2016. Mario is passionate about sharing the glorious gospel of Jesus 
Christ and teaching the Word of God. His desire is for his people to know the hope, joy, and 
peace we have in Christ, what he himself simply never knew as a young boy growing up in 
Croatia.  
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b) PIONEER MISSIONARIES TO GO TO THE UNREACHED - YOUNG PEOPLE – 

CHILDREN 
 

Close 
Clearly, we are not called to be Apostles but we can and should rightly be inspired by this 
Apostle and by God’s grace transfer and apply his passion and ambition to our lives  
 

- May God grow in us care for our brothers and sisters as we seek to remind one another of 
the grace of God in Christ  

- May God give us clarity and conviction about our calling as disciples of Jesus Christ - our call 
to make him known 

- May God grow within us this glorious ambition - that show who never been told of him will 
see and this who have never heard will understand 

 
Not for our glory - but for his glory alone. Amen.  
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