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Jesus Rolls Out the Red Carpet 
Romans 15:7-13 

 
Intro 
 
Last year I made a trip to southern CA to speak at a retreat for the men of the SG churches in 
CA.  
 
My host Eric Turbedsky took me sightseeing in Los Angeles and as it happened to be the night 
of the Oscars we headed over to the Dolby Theater in hopes of catching a glimpse of a celebrity 
or two. We got as close as possible which wasn’t very close at all and stood for a brief time with 
a small group of onlookers staring at the back of the theater behind a chain link fence. No 
celebrities spotted but I did catch a glimpse of the red carpet. I imagine we are all now familiar 
that now ubiquitous pathway into awards ceremonies and high-profile events but you may not 
know the history behind how rolling out the red carpet became an established practice.  
 
2019 CNN article by Thomas Page  
 
- First mention of a red carpet rolled out in welcome is in 5th century Greek play “Agamemnon” 
“Clytemnestra, Agamemnon's wife, speaks of a "floor of crimson broideries to spread / For the 
King's path.” Page explains: 
 
"She rolls out the crimson carpet to convince him to walk into his death," says Henderson. 
Accounts differ, but Clytemnestra either murders Agamemnon in the bath, or he's slain by 
her lover. "It's not a pretty story," 
 
A bit of a different meaning - in fact the opposite of the way we think of how the red-carpet 
functions today.  
 
Fast forward a millennium and a half and historian Amy Henderson notes: 
 
In 1902, New York used plush crimson carpets to direct people boarding the trains.” "It 
wasn't glamorous," in and off itself…but as it was largely used for first class ticket holders, the 
red carpet became a signifier of social status. Over time the notion of the "red carpet 
treatment" grew. The strip, she says, "was a way of making people feel special.” 
 
2 decades later Hollywood began using the red carpet at a premiere of Robin Hood and the rest 
is history. Now when we see a red carpet, we understand that this is a symbol of honor and 
welcome. When we want to make someone feel special, we may speak of rolling out the red 
carpet - giving a guest the royal treatment 
 
In our text this morning, the inspired apostle Paul calls us to welcome one another even in 
disagreement, to show honor and respect for our brothers and sisters in Christ not as a 
standalone command but in light of how Jesus Christ has welcomed us. He has rolled out the 
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red carpet of heaven and welcomed us into this heart of God, treating us with honor and glory - 
purely on the grounds of his grace and mercy.  
 
Let’s work our way through the text taking and applying to our hearts the grace of God so that 
we reflect his love, mercy and grace to one another in this church 
 
I. The Command 

 
A. Context - under the banner of genuine love back in chapter 12 the inspired apostle has 

been instructing the church in Rome and us about what genuine, sincere love - in light 
of the gospel - looks like in a local church.  
 

B. Chapter 14 he begins to address an apparent conflict in the church in Rome - those who 
were strong in faith living in the spiritual freedom and liberation of God’s grace who 
were lording their freedom over those who were weak in faith - overly sensitive 
consciences - trouble leaving behind Jewish scruples and who were self-righteously 
condemning the strong  
 

C. 15 - the strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak  
 

Strength is for service, not status. (E. Peterson) 
 

a) Stands in stark contrast so often to our western culture and its values  
2. In v. 5-6 immediately before our text he prays for the church - in a prayer that we do 

well to adopt into our prayer life as we pray for this church.  
 

[5] May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with 
one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, [6] that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 15:5-6) 
 

3. Harmony 
 

an interweaving of different accounts into a single narrative 
pleasing arrangement of parts 
 

4. Harmony that we are called to by God - the prayer reflecting that this is all by God’s 
grace - many different voices mingling together in one voice - united diversity - 
harmony that glorifies God - different kinds of people in different places on all 
manner of things - navigating through differences with grace, humility and love  

5. Stott condenses all this down quite nicely: 
 

In fundamentals, faith is primary, and we may not appeal to love as an excuse to deny 
essential faith. In non-fundamentals, however, love is primary and we may not appeal to zeal 
for the faith as an excuse for failures in love. (John Stott) 
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6. Don’t compromise fundamentals in the name of love  
7. Don’t excuse a lack of love because you feel you are contending for the truth - 

zealous  
 

D. In light of all of this - v. 7 - therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God - repeats v. 6 - it is again - BIG DEAL - the issue is bringing glory to 
God by reflecting the love and welcome of Jesus Christ  
 

[1] Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. [2] Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:1-2) 
 

1. THROUGH HIM - ACCESS  
2. He has welcomed every believer into the grace of God  

 
E. Oh, the rich welcome of Christ! We who deserve wrath and judgement for our sin have 

instead been welcomed by Christ - justified and made right in him - and ushered into 
the family of God. We who are poor and unworthy are treated like nobility! Those who 
walk the red carpets of this world signify to us that they are honored, special, big shots - 
in Christ’s welcome he rolls out the red carpet and crowns the poor and the weak and 
the unstable with honor and glory 
 

[3] who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, [4] who redeems your life from 
the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, (Psalm 103:3-4) 
 

1. All through the blood of his cross - dying in our place as our substitute - we walk the 
blood red pathway poured out by him to bring us to God - this is the welcome of 
Christ! 
a) If you understand and know this welcome - it is only fitting and right that we 

reflect that welcome and acceptance to others  
 

Paul returns to the fundamental baseline of the gospel. Believers should accept one another 
just as Christ has accepted us, despite our hostility to him, in order to bring glory to God. In 
the same way that Christ has accepted us, despite our weakness and sin, we too should 
accept one another. (Thomas Schreiner) 
 

2. Even in - especially in our disagreements  
 

The way you can tell how much you understand the gospel is to look at how much you love 
people despite their flaws. (Tim Keller) 
 
Illustration: We have a simple welcome mat - you likely do too - some other options that may 
reflect a more honest instinct: 
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- Welcome: Please leave by 9 

- Welcome-ish depend on who you are  

- Go Away  

- Hi I’m Mat  
 

3. The welcome mat of heaven says things like: 
 

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 
(John 6:37) 
 
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. (John 10:28) 
 
Welcome to the foolish and weak. Welcome to the low and despised! This is the welcome of 
Christ  
 

F. Application  
1. CALL TO UNBELIEVERS - HE STANDS READY TO SAVE YOU AND WELCOME YOU INTO 

HIS GRACE  
2. OUR CALL AND PRIVILEGE TO IMPERFECTLY BUT SINCERELY REFLECT THIS WELCOME 

- In light of this welcome, this grace, this divine love for us in the face of our sin and 
failure - how can we not turn and love those around us despite their flaws?  

3. This is a profound measure of how much we actually understand the gospel. Our 
doctrine must touch and transform our relationships - Gospel Culture - How are you 
doing?  
a) Spouse, neighbors, CG 

 
II. The Foundation  

 
A. v. 8 - For - this is the foundation the explanation underneath the exhortation of v. 7 - 

Christ became a servant to the circumcised - he came first to the Jews - to show God’s 
truthfulness in order to confirm the promises given to the Jewish patriarchs - Abraham, 
David, so forth. We know that Christ came to serve the people of God as the suffering 
servant - crucified as the substitute for sinners - in fulfillment of God’s promises 
BECAUSE FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS GOD HAD PROMISED OVER AND OVER THAT HE 
WOULD DO JUST THAT  
1. AND - O THANK GOD THIS IS TRUE FOR THIS GENTILE - Not only the people of 

ancient Israel but also the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy 
 

[27] Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. [28] For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 
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works of the law. [29] Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, 
of Gentiles also, (Romans 3:27-29) 
 

a) Ethnic harmony - Remember he addressing in the first place Jewish and gentile 
converts to love and welcome one another - they too are in the eternal, 
redemptive purposes of God in Christ  
 

B. As it is written - written in the OT  
1. v. 9b David in Psalm 18:49 - Jewish king declares I will praise you among the Gentiles  
2. v. 10 he now quotes from the Law in Deuteronomy 32:34 as Moses declared 

Rejoice, O Gentiles WITH HIS PEOPLE  
3. V. 11 PSALM 117:1 Praise. The Lord, all you GENTILES and let all peoples extol him  
4. v. 12 he turns to the prophets and quotes Isaiah 11:10 - the root of Jesse will come, 

even he who arises to rule the Gentiles - in him will the Gentiles hope  
a) DO YOU SEE WHAT HE’S DOING? He quotes from the ancient 3 part division of 

the OT - the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings which include the Psalms to 
demonstrate - the redemptive purposes of God promised throughout the OT 
Scriptures - inaugurated to the patriarchs - Abraham, David, and so forth have 
always been to create for himself a people from across the globe - every tribe 
tongue and nation and in Christ - he has and is keeping his promises - he’s 
showing his truthfulness - his trustworthiness - so that we might place our hope 
fully in him and pursue love and unity  
(1) If our hope is in other people acting the ways we prefer for our happiness we 

are in for some big disappointment - hope in God means we are free to love 
others in their flaws and weakness  
 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (Romans 
15:4) 
 

5. REVEALING THE SUPREMACY AND MAGNITUDE OF HIS WELCOME described in v. 7 - 
THIS IS THE NATURE OF sovereign grace - not just a possibility  
 

The mighty grace of God has prevailed even as the waters of the flood prevailed over the 
earth: breaking over all bounds, it has flowed towards all portions of the multiplied race of 
man. In Christ Jesus, God has shown mercy mixed with kindness, and that to the very highest 
degree. We can all join in this grateful acknowledgment, and in the praise, which is therefore 
due. And the truth of the Lord endureth forever. He has kept his covenant promise that in the 
seed of Abraham should all nations of the earth be blessed, and he will eternally keep every 
single promise of that covenant to all those who put their trust in him. This should be a cause 
of constant and grateful praise. (Spurgeon) 
 

C. Application 
1. SIMPLY THIS - RESPONSE - GLORIFY GOD FOR HIS MERCY! 
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a) WE ARE GOING TO DIVIDE OVER OPINIONS AND PREFERENCES?! 
 

III. The Prayer 
 
A. V. 12 - In him will the gentiles hope - every Christian has hope for our God keeps all his 

promises -  
 

B. HE WHO ARISES TO RULE THE GENTILES - he rules over the nations with justice and 
righteousness and none can thwart him or turn away his decrees - we look at his 
truthfulness - HIS PROMISES FULFILLED - and have hope that he will do everything he 
said - keeping us to the day of Christ when we will find ourselves perfected and glorified 
in a new heavens and new earth - this world redeemed 
 

C. He prays to the God of hope - may he fill with all joy and peace - SOUNDS PRETTY GOOD 
- in believing - do you see the connection to believing? PAUL IS OPENING UP THE 
PROMISES OF GOD’S WORD SO THAT WE WILL BELIEVE - Trusting his Word, believing 
his promises this is the way to joy and peace 
 

Illustration: Praying for supernatural peace - pray that they would know and believe - share a 
promise  
 

1. By the Power of the Holy Spirit - the power of God personally rushing in so that we 
can have peace and joy in a chaotic world full of sin and suffering  
a) The Gospel Culture we pursue is only possible by the grace and activity of God - 

PRAY  
 

D. This peace and joy given through the gift of believing/faith - oh he wants it no only to be 
present - abound in hope  
 

E. Application  
1. Do you need hope in this world - of course you do - when all around gives way he 

alone is our hope and stay. 
 
[31] What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? [32] He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? [33] Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. [34] Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. [35] Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? [36] As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
  we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered. 
 [37] No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
[38] For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
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things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:31-39) 
 

2. Search out and consume and live on every promise that God has made  
a) PRAY IN THIS WAY FOR EACH OTHER  

 
Close  
Maybe next time you’re watching TV and you see a red carpet - it can remind you that Jesus has 
rolled out the red carpet of heaven - we never wear out his welcome  
 
All according to the grace of our God who keeps all of his promises so that we can know joy and 
peace and by his Spirit abound in hope.  
 
If this is our reality - how can we not love each other in and through our disagreements and 
glorify God? REALLY?  
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