
Living Hope Church February 7, 2021
Things That are Above

Colossians 3:1-4

Introduction

A. One way to think about the Christian life is to consider our experience as a journey.  We have
a starting point (new birth), a finish line (death), and there is a destination.

1. One of the most popular books ever written is The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan.  The
book is an allegory that describes our journey through life.  The full title is:

“The Pilgrim’s Progress from this World to that which is to come: Delivered under the similitude
of a Dream wherein is discovered the manner of his setting out, his dangerous journey, and safe
arrival at the desired country.”

B. I wonder how often you, as a Christian, think about your destination (the desired country).  I
would like to tell you it is of the utmost importance that we think often about heaven.

1. So, when is the last time you thought about heaven?  I think it is true that the older one
gets the more attention heaven receives (homecoming, family and friends).

C. Why would it matter to think often about our destination?  

1. One thing is that it matters because you need to know how to pack.  You pack differently
to go to Hawaii than Mt. Everest.  Prepare matters (Hallmark - Jamaica, Vermont).

2. It also matters because this life at times is difficult.  And then we die.  We need to know
what things are important and what things are trivial.

D. The Bible helps us see.  The Word of God is a lamp for our feet and a light to our path.  The
Bible prepares us for that which is to come.  The Word informs our pursuit of godliness. 

1. Read Colossians 3:1-4 (Things that are Above).

Colossians 3:1-4 (ESV) “1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are
above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ
in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”

2. I call to your attention the two commands in the text.

• Verse 1 - Seek the things that are above
• Verse 2 - Set your minds on things that are above

Page 1 of  7



3. What this does for us is establish true north for our lives.  These words get after the things
that should motivate us the most.  These words shape our values and decisions.

“In our pragmatic, materialistic society, where each of us seeks comfort and “fulfillment” and
respect, it is hard to follow a despised, crucified Messiah - unless we fix our eyes on the end. 
If we do not aim for the new heaven and new earth, many of our values and decisions will be
myopic, unworthy, tarnished, fundamentally wrongheaded.  To put the matter bluntly: can
biblical spirituality long survive where Christians are not oriented to the world to come?”  D.
A. Carson, A Call to Spiritual Reformation, p. 50

“When your values are clear, decisions are easy.”  Walt Disney

4. The text invites us to think and live with a vertical focus.  That is, not only do we think
about this life but we major on the life to come.  That day should inform this day.

“Many Christians think of their faith now almost exclusively in terms of what it does for them
now, rather than in terms of preparing them for eternity such that it transforms how they live
now.”  D. A. Carson

E. All very well but how exactly do we do this thing?  How do we seek the things that are above? 
How do we set our minds on things that are above?

1. The answer is that we ponder heaven.  This challenges us because heaven has fallen on
hard times.  We want to be famous, wealthy, productive, we want our best life now.

2. We are blessed in many ways and it is so very easy to love this world (torn).

I. How do people tend to think about heaven?

A. Christians have been criticized, sometimes with justification, for focusing solely on heaven in
presenting the gospel.  Where will you go when you die? 

1. No kingdom, no discipleship, no sin, no cross, just pray to secure future bliss (derided as
fire insurance).  The result can be weak, immature disciples.

2. In times past Negro slaves sang often about heaven.  I was raised on southern gospel
music (the quartet variety) and they often sang about heaven.

3. In our contemporary music there aren’t many songs about heaven.  Perhaps we forgot
heaven.  Perhaps we aren’t sure how to think about heaven.

B. Some folks, when thinking about heaven, believe they will be bored.

1. This is tragic because it ultimately means that God is boring.
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2. Boredom may be captured with an image of a person sitting on a cloud, white gown and
wings, strumming a harp, for forever.  Or, an eternal worship service.

3. Secular thinkers capture this idea of boredom too.

“I don’t believe in an afterlife, so I don’t have to spend my whole life fearing hell, or fearing
heaven even more.  For whatever the tortures of hell, I think the boredom of heaven would be
even worse.”  Isaac Asimov

“Imagine there’s no heaven, it’s easy if you try.  No hell below us above us only sky.  Imagine
all the people living for today.”  John Lennon

4. Which is exactly how many people live.  Others think hell is simply the better party.

“They say there's a heaven for those who will wait, some say it's better, but I say it ain't
I'd rather laugh with the sinners than cry with the saints the sinners are much more fun”
Billy Joel

Ex: I shared the gospel with a high school classmate, no longer living, and his response
to the good news about Jesus was that he would rather be with his friends in hell.

C. The idea of heaven is often met with a shrug and a yawn.  

1. Now it is probably obvious that if we have an incorrect view of heaven we won’t seek the
things that are above or set our minds on things above.

II. How should we think about heaven?  Two concrete ideas.

A. First, heaven is a definite place.

1. The Bible describes three heavens.  One is the sky that covers the earth, second is where
stars, sun and moon are located, and third is the dwelling place of God.

2. Jesus describes this place as he teaches his disciples at the last supper.

John 14:1-2 (ESV) “1 Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you?”

3. This place is described in many ways in the Bible.

• A city
• A garden
• A new creation (new heavens and earth)
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• A wedding feast
• Singing
• House
• Country
• Paradise
• A place of perfection (no more sin, temptations, battles)

Revelation 21:27 (ESV) “27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what
is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”

Revelation 21:7-8 (ESV) “7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God
and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers,
the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that
burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

• It is a world of love (1 Cor 13:8 - love never ends)
• It is a place of joy

Psalm 16:11 (ESV) “11 You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness
of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”

B. Second, Jesus is there in this place.

1. Jesus made a promise to his disciples that they would be with him.

John 14:3 (ESV) “3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you
to myself, that where I am you may be also.”

2. The one who lived a perfect live, died for our sins, and raised on the third day.  The one
who offers us the gift of eternal life.  And what is eternal life?

John 17:3 (ESV) “3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom you have sent.”

3. We shall be with Jesus and we shall be like him.

1 John 3:2 (ESV) “2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him
as he is.”

• The Christian has this desire to be like Jesus and that informs how we live now.  We
literally seek to bring heaven to earth.  Love is attractive to us.

Ex: Marriage, relationships, racial reconciliation, no abuse, no hatred of others.
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4. We will be with Jesus and we will be like Jesus.  God is the gift and God is not boring.

“Christ did not die to forgive sinners who go on treasuring anything above seeing and savoring
God. And people who would be happy in heaven if Christ were not there, will not be there. The
gospel is not a way to get people to heaven; it is a way to get people to God. It's a way of
overcoming every obstacle to everlasting joy in God. If we don't want God above all things, we
have not been converted by the gospel.”  John Piper

EX: In 8th grade history I was taught that the reason Christianity spread was because poor
people liked the thought of streets of gold.  Nonsense.  It is Jesus we love. 

5. And Jesus will be delighted to have you there with him.  He will be as ecstatic to see us as
we will be to see him.  That greeting will be incredible.

“Did you ever stop to think that God is going to be as pleased to have you with him in heaven
as you are to be there?” A. W. Tozer

III. Why does heaven affect the way we live?

A. We must understand that we will suffer in this life.  Heaven lightens the burden.

1. Jesus told us the way is hard and we enter the kingdom by suffering.  Suffering reveals to
us who we are now (doesn’t create a response).  We await a new creation.

Romans 8:18-21 (ESV) “18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”  

2 Corinthians 4:16-17 (ESV) “16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away,
our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.”

2. What will we do in the new creation?  

• I expect work and all manner of activity we are accustomed to (sports and music).
• Creative endeavors (think of Narnia by C. S. Lewis)
• Family and friends and heros of the faith.

B. We also understand that Jesus will bless us with rewards.

1. You may think your life is a failure or you aren’t worth much.  But God looks on us with
pity and loves every sacrificial act we perform for his glory.
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Mark 10:29-31 (ESV) “29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30
who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But
many who are first will be last, and the last first.”

2. We take courage, no matter our plight, in knowing God sees and knows us.

2 Corinthians 5:8-10 (ESV) “8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from
the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim
to please him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.”

C. And, we want to get as many people in on this as possible because Jesus must have his
inheritance from among all the nations.

1. So we tell others about Jesus.  We love them.  We tell them the bad news of sin and wrath
to come and we tell them good news of a Savior who died for the sins of the world.

2. And we live life making choices that we weigh on the scales of eternity.  Our resources are
stewarded by what they obtain on that day.

D. Heaven is the destination of the Christian and the end of the journey.  Heaven is a place and
Jesus is there.  It will be glorious.

Close

A. What is our problem?  

1. We forget about heaven (where Jesus is).

“Our problem is that our sense of values has been distorted.  We treasure the visible and
ephemeral; we discount the invisible and eternal.  That is why we need to listen again to the
injunction not to be conformed to this age, but to be transformed through the renewing of our
minds (Rom 12:1-2).  The biblical doctrine of the final state is intended to reverse our this-age
mentality.”  Sinclair Ferguson, If I Should Die Before I Wake, p. 74

B. What is the solution?

1. Fight to think about heaven (where Jesus is).  From time to time reflect on what it must
be like there.  

2. Talk to others about heaven to stir and strengthen your faith and desires.  This follows the
directive the Apostle Paul gave the church in Thessalonica.
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1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 (ESV) “9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we
might live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you
are doing.”

• Friend, are you in Christ?  Do you have eternal life (salvation) or wrath?

3. The New City Catechism helps us think about heaven this way:

Question 52:  “What hope does everlasting life hold for us?  It reminds us that this present
fallen world is not all there is; soon we will live with and enjoy God forever in the new city, in
the new heaven and the new earth, where we will be fully and forever freed from all sin and
will inhabit renewed, resurrection bodies in a renewed, restored creation.”

C. While we live by grace through faith this will require focus and effort on our part.  Young
Jonathan Edwards penned some 70 resolutions.  I commend #50 for our consideration.

#50 “Resolved, I will act so as I think I shall judge would have been best, and most prudent,
when I come into the future world.”

1. I won’t speculate about specifics of life in heaven because I don’t know those things.  I do
know God has told us what we need to know for now.

Revelation 21:1-4 (ESV) “1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God
is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.”

Matthew 5:8 (ESV) “8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

Pray
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