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Light of the Nations 
Isaiah 49:6 

 
Intro 
 
There is marching in the streets demanding justice in the face of inequity 
 
Violent conflicts between police and angry protestors. Rioting in the streets. Destruction of 
homes and businesses.  
 
Armed militants occupy a capitol building  
 
The traditional values and ethics that have marked American culture are being overturned and 
repudiated by a nation that is declaring freedom from so sexual repression and outdated 
moralities.  
 
Am I talking about the events of this past year including the despicable behavior of last week in 
the Capitol?  Actually no. The situation I’m describing in our country is the environment of 
American culture in the late 60s. If it all sounds familiar, we do well to remember that these are 
not unique times in the history of our Republic though they are distinct.  
 
What you may not know, or may have forgotten is that it was into this kind of cultural moment 
in the late 60s, God entered the scene and starting with some hippies who had come to believe 
in Jesus Christ, in the Haight Ashbury district of San Francisco, an actual revival was sparked. A 
host of young people throughout the country were swept into the kingdom of God and spread 
like wildfire. This movement now commonly referred to as the Jesus People has a lasting effect 
to this day. Some of you were there! 
 
June 21, 1971 - Time Magazine - The Jesus Revolution  
 
10s of thousands of young people committed their lives to Christ and it was a common 
experience to see young Christians holding up the “one way” sign to each other as they passed 
in the streets. A revival fueled by personal evangelism as the fervor and faith of these new 
converts could not be contained or restrained.  
 
The Jesus Movement permanently defined my own expectations of gospel ministry. I was 
there. I saw the power of God change the subject among the youth of Los Angeles from 
politics and drugs to Jesus and his power. It ruined me for life. I cannot settle for routinized 
ministry. I saw what only God can do, as did many of my contemporaries. Our restless hearts 
will never stop aching for a new visitation of the Lord upon our land. (Ray Ortlund) 
 
We are all likely feeling anger, anxiety and concern about the future of our country in light of 
recent events. What we need is not merely a political solution. What we need in this country is 
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the power of God changing the subject in this country to the Lord Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. We need a new visitation of the Lord upon our land.  
 
Last week I invited all of you to join with me in praying for God to direct our steps into church 
planting. Planned to go back to Romans but this past week I felt God had other plans. This 
morning I want to cast a vision for us to dedicate ourselves to that which is the only true hope 
of the world. The Gospel. 
 
Our text this morning - this one verse - unveils the worldwide purpose and plan of God in Christ. 
Stir our hearts for his mission and  
 
Let us spend some time gazing upon the glory of God and his amazing grace in moving toward 
this world in love - and let us consider how we are called to be a reflection of the God that we 
love and worship by being a people on mission for him. 
 
I.Missionary God 

 
A.One way of describing the Bible is to say that it is the historical record of God’s mission of 

moving in love towards his creation - a creation hardwired in rebellion against him  
B. Mission - taken from Latin word that means sent (also where we get apostle) 

1. He is unlike human missionaries (sent) - out of the fullness of his love and glory he 
sends himself out to his creation 

a) When we consider the fall of Adam into sin - and our own state of being born into 
sin - born rebels - WE SHOULD BE ENDLESSLY AMAZED THAT HE WOULD MOVE 
TOWARD US IN ANYTHING EXCEPT JUSTICE AND WRATH.  

b) He promised Abraham that he would make a great people of him - in him all the 
earth would be blessed 

c) He rescued a people - Israel - and made them a great nation - and gave them his 
Law 

(1)They preferred idols, they forgot him and rejected him again and again  
d) He established Kings for his people - they rebelled  
e) He sent prophets to bring them back - they were ignored  

2.In the context of the rebellion of his own people against him - he makes promises of 
grace and salvation.  

3.Isaiah is one of those places where all of this comes together - Isaiah has been sent to 
declare the Word of the Lord to a rebellious people and God has even told him that he 
will be rejected - yet in the midst of warning of judgment - he keeps making promises  

a) Isaiah 49:6 -  God describes salvation and glory that is coming in the arrival of a 
servant “ It is too small a thing to raise Israel out of bondage and exile - I will make 
you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

4.We know who this servant is - this one prophecies as a light for the nations -  
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[9] The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. [10] He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. [11] He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. (John 1:9-11) 
 

C. The story of redemption is God moving towards the world in love as he is rejected again 
and again - AND GOD DOES NOT TURN AWAY - I WILL UP THE ANTE - I WILL SEND MY SON 
TO BE LIGHT AND SALVATION  

1.He is the true light which gives light to everyone. He has purchased salvation from sin, 
death and hell through his death in the place of sinners - bearing our sin, absorbing 
the wrath of God - the righteous judgment we have earned for our rebellion against 
God  

2.THIS IS THE TESTIMONY OF SCRIPTURE - GOD IS ON A MISSION TO SAVE THOSE WHO 
ARE LOST AND UNDER THE SHADOW OF DEATH - PURELY ON THE GROUNDS OF HIS 
GRACE  

a) Our verse prophecies of his purpose and his will - His salvation must spread to the 
ends of the earth - his salvation cannot be contained within Israel  
 

he says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6) 
 
Illustration: Like a pebble touches down on a puddle  and ripples move outward - Jesus Christ 
touches down in the middle of history - the glory of his grace will spread to every corner of the 
earth 
 
For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover 
the sea. (Habakkuk 2:14) 
 

3. It’s what he does - he saves - he brings salvation - he fills the earth with glory. This is 
our missionary God  

D.The Bible (Word of God) itself is a missionary document. 
1. God moves towards us through the proclamation of his Word and brings us to faith in 

Jesus Christ 
 

[30] Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; [31] but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31) 
 

2. Further - It is written in a mission context. Examples: 
a) Acts is the record of the continuing work of Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit to 

spread salvation through the faithful proclamation of the Gospel 
b) Pauline epistles written to recently formed churches - some of which he planted  

E.Application 
1. The ripples of Christ’s gospel have flowed from the middle east to central PA 
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a) Appeal to unbelievers - salvation - forgiveness - stands before you this morning - 
what will you do with Jesus Christ? What will you do with God’s salvation? Will you 
turn away and face the righteous judgment of God or will you turn from being the 
king of you own life and trust in Jesus Christ the King of grace for the forgiveness 
of your sins and the promise of eternal life? 

b) It is right to stand in awe of his gracious promise to fill the earth with his glory - 
YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN BECAUSE CHRIST CAME TO YOU - all of grace 

2.The appropriate response to our understanding of biblical theology - that our God has 
sent his Son into the world that his salvation will reach to the ends of the earth is a call 
and impulse otherwise we aren’t truly understanding - because God is about mission - 
filling the earth with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD - spreading salvation to 
the ends of the earth 

a) It is our understanding of the will and purposes of God that propel us into a world 
that desperately needs the grace of God  
 

II.Missionary People 
 

A. It has been noted that there was shift between what the people of God are called to  
1.OT people of God - attractional 
2. NT people - sent out  

Illustration: the difference between centripetal (OT) - Rotor at Hershey Park - people being 
drawn into the center -  and centrifugal (NT) - merry-go-round - force that pushes us off the 
ride.  

3.  We have been sent by Jesus to spread salvation - to proclaim the Gospel - to make 
disciples 
 

[18] And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. [19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-
20) 
 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” [22] And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. (John 20:21-22) 
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”(Acts 1:8) 
 

4. We have already been sent - the question is are will we obey Christ’s commission 
5. A word that describes our “sentness” is that we are a MISSIONAL people 

 
Missional means doing mission right where you are…being intentional and deliberate about 
reaching others. (Ed Stetzer, Planting Missional Churches, pg. 19) 
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6. Helps distinguish between missionaries - overseas and missional - doing mission 

where we live 
a) We need missionaries to unreached peoples - some will go. 

7. Most of us will stay. All of us have been called to be missional. There is mission work 
to be done right here. 

a) We needn’t worry that we haven’t gone overseas if we can’t bring ourselves to go 
next door.  
 

Illustration: Joshua Project - over 10,000,000 unreached people in America. Many parts of 
major cities that are classified as an unreached people group.  
 

B. The spread of salvation begins in God, inaugurated by Christ, superintended and 
energized by the Spirit. 

C. The mechanism for the spread of the kingdom - the vehicle that transports this precious 
gospel - this declaration of salvation in Christ - is the church 

a) He has chosen to use no other means for the light of Christ to reach the ends of 
the earth - no plan be  

b) begins with neighbor love - ends in the nations - the ends of the earth 
2. Application 

a) Are we missional or are we being “missionized” by the world? 
(1) A fatalistic obsession with politics, giving ourselves over to the narratives of 

polarization and isolation  
(2) Losing ourselves in entertainment 
(3)Is the world spreading into our lives instead of us spreading salvation in the 

world? 
(4) We love our neighbors and spread the words of salvation when our hearts 

our gripped with the happy reality that we are completely and eternally loved 
by our missionary God - when we are amazed that his grace has come to us we 
want others to know his grace. 

3. Last week we reopened the idea of church planting. Talked to many of you who 
responded with enthusiasm - it is too small a thing that Jesus Christ be known only 
among those of us at LHC! 
 

Mission begins in our own hearts as the gospel word of Christ crucified is effectively applied 
by the Spirit. And it does not stop until the far corners of the world. (Chester/Timmis in Total 
Church, p 101) 
 

4.Prayer is vital for us as a missional people  
 

[36] When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. [37] Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; [38] therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:36-38) 
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a) We appeal to our great missionary God to empower us to do his revealed will - to 

energize and lead us to participate in his great work of spreading salvation to the 
ends of the earth. 

(1) MISSIONS PRAYER MEETING  
(2) LAST MONDAY OF THE MONTH IN 2021 - APPEAL TO GOD CORPORATELY  

(a) PRAY FOR REVIVAL - DO IT AGAIN  
b) He has saved us, he has sent us, he empowers us, he saves, it is his work and it is 

wonderful in our eyes  
 

Illustration: Sammy - addressed that church plant - join me in praying that would have the joy 
and privilege of being active participants in spread 
 
But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us 
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. (2 Corinthians 2:14) 
 
Close 
 
Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world, and there is no other. He is God’s appointed “light for 
the nations.” Every wisdom and philosophy and moral code outside Christ lies in the deepest, 
outermost darkness as to salvation. But to enter into the light of Christ is to have your gloom 
lifted and your confusion replaced with truth and and delight. He is your breakthrough to 
seeing everything in a new light. And his God-appointed mission, to bring the light of God into 
our natural darkness, will succeed with worldwide impact. (Ray Ortlund in Isaiah: God Saves 
Sinners, p 326) 
 
 
It’s his mission, we are his people and we are called to gladly join him in this eternally great 
work of seeing the lost find a home, those in darkness find the light, those sick with sin meet 
the great physician.  
 
It’s our happy privilege and calling to spread the word of Christ - the gospel - to those around us 
so that they too will come to have their gloom lifted, their confusion replaced with truth and 
delight.  
 
Let us press into the mission appointed by God - to bring the light of Christ into the natural 
darkness of this world - for his purpose and will - that he has made the Lord Jesus Christ the 
light of the nations and that his salvation will spread to the ends of the earth until the whole 
earth is filled with the glory of God and he returns to bring us into a world of love and light and 
eternal life. Empower us we pray. Energize us we pray for the task. Revive us we pray. For the 
glory of your name.  
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Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in 
any format provided that you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee 
beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a link to this document on our website is 
preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Benjamin Kreps 
Website: http://livinghopechurchpa.com 
 
 
 


