
Living Hope Church 22 November 2020 

1 

 

The Benefits of Cheerful Generosity 
2 Corinthians 9.6-11 

 
Intro 
 
“Inside the Brief Life and Untimely Death of Flappy Bird” by Ryan Ringer 
 
In May (2014), Dong Nguyen uploaded a new game to the iOS App Store. It was just one of the hundreds 
of apps added to Apple's iTunes marketplace each day. In that way, it was just another game. But it 
would prove to be anything but… 
Months after he released it, Flappy Bird shot to the top of the charts…Millions of people were 
downloading Flappy Bird at its peak, and Nguyen was raking in $50,000 a day from the pop-up ads that 
appeared during  
 
All this from a simple game where you navigated a bird through a series of gaps. Proved to be extremely 
addictive  
 
Fans began writing hilarious five-star reviews, claiming the game was ruining their lives…”All it takes is 
seeing the words 'Flappy Bird' until you find yourself, 19 hours later, fingers bleeding, screen cracked, 
eyes duct taped open, insomnia and paranoia set in, so determined to pass the devil bird through the 
impassible gates that you would sacrifice every part of your body except your thumb if it helped beat 
your high score,” 
 
Suddenly the creator of the game took it off the market and people went nuts 
 
Phones and tablets that had the game downloaded went up on eBay and people began paying 
thousands of dollars to obtain the device with the game. LA Times reported in 2014 that an iPhone that 
had Flappy Bird installed had gained 74 bids on eBay pushing the price to $99,900.  
 
Flappy Bird aficionados saw the benefit and paid up eagerly. They treasured this silly little game and 
apparently no price was too high to pay to experience the perceived benefits  
 
Our text exhorts us to give financially and reveals great benefits to us when we do so - indeed great 
motivating realities that fuels our giving. We are reminded of the benefits we receive when we give 
generously to the cause of Christ so that we like flappy bird gamers will give eagerly as we perceive the 
benefits of God’s grace that are promised when we give  
 
Rev up our hearts as we prepare to direct our cheerful zeal in giving to the building fund and in doing so 
towards our shared mission 
 
The benefits of cheerful generosity  
 
I. Bountiful Reaping 

 
A. v. 6 sow sparingly - reap sparingly - sows bountifully - reap bountifully - The principle of sowing 

and reaping throughout Scripture  
1. Bad = sowing to the flesh leads to destruction  
2. Giving bountifully - activates a principle  

http://www.theverge.com/2014/2/5/5383708/flappy-bird-revenue-50-k-per-day-dong-nguyen-interview
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[24] One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only suffers 
want. [25] Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered. 
(Proverbs 11:24-25) 
 
[10] if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light 
rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. [11] And the LORD will guide you continually 
and satisfy your desire in scorched places and make your bones strong and you shall be like a watered 
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. (Isaiah 58:10-11) 
 

3. At times interacted with someone struggling financially only to find that they aren’t giving  
4. The promise is clear - don’t be scared off promises because of prosperity Gospel - rich and 

healthy if you give - God will provide there is a reaping that is promised  
B. v. 7 God loves a cheerful giver - here is something precious we obtain when we sow - THE SMILE 

OF GOD - why exactly is that? God is the most cheerful most generous giver in the universe  
C. All good things come from his hand - Matt. 5:45 - he makes the sun to rise on the evil and the 

good - sends rain on the just and unjust  
 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. (James 1:17) 
 

a) Every good thing is from him - talent, health, where you were born and the privileges 
you have because of it  

2. He gave his Son 
 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 
 

a) Father gave the Son - Son gave himself 
b) When Jesus went to the cross - one possession and even that taken from him - 

impoverished even of fellowship with the Father - My God! 
c) Christ’s self-giving love at Calvary was not reluctant - he laid down his very life for us - 

he fully endured the wrath of God we earned in our sin - he died for us as our substitute 
- he had his eyes on joy 
 

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
(Hebrews 12:2) 
 

3. He gives us eternal life as a gift through him 
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 
6:23) 
 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God 
(Ephesians 2:8) 
 
v. 9 - he has distributed freely; he has given to the poor - WE WERE POOR 
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Communion: TAKE and eat  
 

4. He isn’t calling us to do anything he has not already done and continues to give  
 

Illustration: Yelling at my daughter to tell her to stop yelling. In parenting we never want to be “do I say 
but not as I do” 
 

5. God is the most cheerful, generous giver in the universe  
D. Our giving is to reflect God’s giving  

1. It is impossible to live a selfish life while contemplating the generosity of Calvary 
2. Our zeal for cheerful generosity is connected to his self-giving - his cross, his redemption 

provokes from us a heart-felt desire to do good - to sacrifice - to give cheerfully  
3. As if not enough - furthermore the promise that as we sow bountifully, we will reap 

bountifully 
E. Application 

1. As we consider our commitments to give - we are wise to build contemplation of the cross 
into our thinking - does my commitment to give reflect the cheerful, sacrificial giving of 
Calvary? 

2. Cross-centered, cheerful giving towards the cause of Christ is a beautiful testimony that we 
are those who find Christ and his cross most precious 
a) The motivation of the Gospel should be sufficient - here we find a bountiful reaping is to 

be anticipate  
b) HOW MUCH DO YOU WANT TO REAP? 

Illustration: The story of my business  
c) Entrust yourself to God through however you give and rely on him to provide  

 
II. Abounding Grace  

 
A. v. 8 - God’s is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at 

all times, you may abound in every good work” 
1. A lot of “alls” there - comprehensive - no wiggle room - immensity of abounding grace - 

undeserved kindness and favor promised to us as all who step into cheerful generosity  
2. He promises the power of his abounding grace toward those all who desire to be cheerful 

givers 
3. This abounding grace is the provision and power of God at work our lives as we give  

 
There are few evidences of God's power so impelling as the transformation from tightfisted meanness 
to openhanded generosity (Paul Barnett, NICNT: 2 Corinthians, p. 439) 
 

4. An invitation to trust God for his grace when we give - to with our giving declare our 
dependence on God for his grace  

5. In this world we can be tempted to look at money in unhealthy and unbiblical ways  
a) Looking to money as our significance 

(1) Get to that next financial tier - upgrade house, car, iPhone 
b) Looking to money as our security - I’m for wisely saving  

(1) Nice to have it - can’t stop disasters - certainly not death 
(2) Money makes a lousy master - Jesus is the good Master who empowers us for every 

good work by his grace - there’s a reason Jesus said that we can either serve God or 
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money  
 

Illustration: WSJ - 2011 article - “Don’t Envy the Super-Rich, They Are Miserable - Gates foundation did 
interviews with a group of people worth over $25 Million: 
ON CHILDREN:  Money “runs the danger of giving them a perverted view of the world.” Adds another: 
“Money could mess them up—give them a sense of entitlement, prevent them from developing a strong 
sense of empathy and compassion.” 
“We try to get our kids to do chores,” one survey respondent complains, but it’s hard to get them to 
mow the lawn when “we have an almost full-time gardener.” 
 
ON FRIENDS:“ Wealth can be a barrier to connecting with other people,” writes the spouse of a tech 
wizard who cashed in to the tune of $80 million. “Not feeling you should share some of the stressors in 
your life (‘Yeah, wouldn’t’ I like to have your problems’), awkwardness re: who should pay at a 
restaurant.” 
 
ON HATING THE HOLIDAYS: Robert A. Kenny, one of the study’s authors and partner at North Bridge 
Advisory Group, says the wealthy dread holidays “because they were always expected to give really 
good presents.” 
 

c) Perhaps some of you are thinking - “I’ll take those problems” … 
d) The point is that money does not satisfy - money is a wonderful tool but a lousy master 

- the abounding grace of God satisfies - the unmerited love of God for our souls satisfies 
- the underserved favor of God over our lives makes us most cheerful of all people - 
empowering, abounding grace that enables us to give generously and happily - abound 
in every good work  
(1) Our cheerfulness, our happiness is not tied to how much money we have - we are 

liberated from that trap  
e) By his grace - in a selfish and self-centered world - there is power to be radically 

countercultural - why give a whole bunch of money cheerfully?  
f) Because of his abounding grace - He gives us grace to trust him - to give in faith - to lay 

it all on the line - and then we get more grace  
g) We get the grace and He gets the glory - he gives the grace and we find within us a 

cheerful disposition to give 
 

One grand expression of the satisfaction in God's grace that brings him great glory is giving freely and 
generously to others. (Scott Hafeman, NIVAC: 2 Corinthians, p. 380) 
 

B. Application 
1. As we prepare to give and whenever you give - give in faith that he will provide - trust him 

for his grace - his promises are true - he will make all grace abound so that we may abound 
in this good work of giving - ALL ALL ALL  

2. V. 10 - he will provide seed for our sowing as we give in faith dependent on his grace 
a) Not the amount that counts - we are talking cheerful, sacrificial giving that highlights 

and magnifies and expresses His grace - anticipate abounding grace  
b) We have received far more from God than our financial giving can express - we receive 

more as give relying on him for his grace! 
(1) We can’t out-give God - that is reason for cheerful generosity - we give - he gives 

more  
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The problem with being tight-fisted is that the closed fist prevents us from receiving anything more 
from God. When we are open handed with others, our hands are also open to receive more from God. 
(David Garland, NAC: 2 Corinthians, p. 411) 
 

3. Bountiful Reaping, Abounding Grace 
 

III. Harvest of Righteousness  
 
A. If this weren’t enough - there is promise of even more blessing for us as we cheerfully, eagerly 

pursue giving for the glory of God 
1. Blessing in this life - the smile of God - the joy of serving others - the community of grace 

that grows in an atmosphere of generous giving - GOSPEL CULTURE  
2. v. 10 - harvest of righteousness - those previously declared righteous in by God in Christ 

now living out that righteousness in holy and satisfying lives 
a) LIVES HAVE BEEN CHANGED OVER THE YEARS FOR GOD’S GLORY 
b) We remember - blessing that is coming when we give  

 
[19] “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal, [20] but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. [21] For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21) 
 
Illustration: Those who are wise put aside money for retirement in 401K - how much more the heavenly 
401K? No stock market is going to crash there.  
 

3. We have an inheritance kept in heaven, immovable, unshakable - a better country - a 
heavenly City 

4. The coming blessing is far more glorious than we can fathom - thought we may not have 
much a net worth in this world we are rich, we are rich, we are rich! 
a) We invest in the coming blessing - we anticipate the coming blessing - informs and 

provokes cheerful giving  
V. 11 CHEERFUL GENEROSITY PRODUCES THANKSGIVING TO GOD  
 

(1) Let you think - we’re just talking about a building - Make no mistake - this building is 
not just for us - exit in Middletown to share the bread of life with the hungry, we 
are here to proclaim liberation to the afflicted - to serve, to give, to bless - A HOME 
BASE FOR MINISTRY AND MISSION 

 

- We equipped and raised up a man for the ministry and sent him to PC 

- Our Youth were equipped at UNITE meetings 

- Home for Encore  

- Prayer - missions prayer meeting, pastors praying, prayer on Sunday mornings 

- Faithful servants assembled to live-stream our Sunday mornings when the shut down arrived 

- Cafe - new folks gathered to hear about our history and vision and a number decided to join us 

- New Members added  



Living Hope Church 22 November 2020 

6 

 

- Bridge Course attendees began to join us in this building  

- Food Drives as we cared for our community - cars streaming in. Reporter - it’s like your building was 
designed for this 

- THE GOSPEL PREACHED - THE CHURCH WORSHIPPED - JOY OVERFLOWED - GOD’S PRESENCE WAS 
EXPERIENCED  

 
MUCH MORE - TESTIMONIES  
 
LEST YOU ARE TEMPTED TO THINK THAT 2020 IS A THROWAWAY YEAR - NO WASTED YEAR - HIS 
MISSION CONTINUES TO MOVE FORWARD THROUGH THIS CHURCH  
 
HE IS BUILDING HIS CHURCH AND THE GETS OF HELL WILL NOT PREVAIL - TAYLOR - JESUS HAS NOT BEEN 
QUARANTINED  
 

B. Application 
a) Bountiful Harvest, Abounding Grace, Harvest of Righteousness  
b) Give - give freely, give happily, give joyfully! Give, Give, Give until you can’t anymore 

and then enter your rest 
Close 
 
As you prayerfully consider what you are willing and able to commit let these promised benefits inform 
your giving  
 
Some can do more - some less - we are all on the same team - the point is thinking about and asking God 
what cheerful sacrificial generosity looks like in our lives 
 
This is what you can anticipate  
 

- Bountiful Reaping 

- Abounding Grace  

- Harvest of Righteousness  
 
Let’s give happily, cheerful, eagerly, zealously, sacrificially to the glory of God 
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