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Humility in Action  
Romans 12:15-16 

 
Intro 
 
The video game industry is estimated to be worth 90 billion dollars by the end of this year 
which makes sense because the entertainment software association estimates that more than 
150 million Americans play them.  
 
Lest we have a misconception that this is mainly for kids  
 

- Average game player is 35 

- Most frequent female game player is on average 43 years old - I bet we have a couple 
middle-aged Candy Crush pros in our midst  

- 60% percent of parents whose children are gamers play video games with them at least 
weekly. Me and Isaac.  

 
Anyone who is familiar with this world of entertainment is aware of the video game cheat code.  
 
Grew up in 80’s and 90’s kids are likely aware of the Konami code which gave you 30 lives to 
start the game on the NES game Contra. Up Up Down Down Left Right Left Right B A start.  
 
I’ve lost everyone over 50 and I have Mom’s worried about screen time are frowning at me - 
the kids are like yes! 
 
Let me make a point  
 
A video game cheat code gives the player access into playing the game that is new. The 
character begins to exist in that world in a different way with different experiences and 
different outcomes.  
 
In spiritual life, the Bible describes a kind of “cheat-code” a spiritual life-hack - opens us up to a 
whole new way of living. A different way of thinking, feeling, and acting in the world It’s called 
humility.  
 
But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” (James 4:6) 
 
Which means that when we plug humility into our lives, to pursue humility, to live with humility 
before God is to position ourselves to receive grace. The grace of God that changes our lives - 
that opens us up to a new, countercultural way of living in this world that glorifies God. 
 
To humble ourselves is to receive unearned, undeserved favor and power from God.  
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How many situations in our lives would be different if we would humble themselves - when we 
humble ourselves everything changes. Church discipline issues.  
 
Been a Christian for any length of time, read your Bible, you are aware of the sacred 
exhortations throughout Scripture that to be faithful to God is to be about the business of 
humility, it is to pursue a lifestyle of humility and so our text is helpful for all who are in this 
pursuit - all who are humbling themselves before God in order to receive grace out text - 2 
verses shows us humility in action  
 
In light of the Gospel we should be the humblest people in the world. We are desperate and 
helpless sinners - infinitely loved by God in Christ. renewed by the transformation of the mind. 
Have this mind that is yours in Christ Jesus who humbled himself in order to save us from sin 
and death and hell. 
 
Humility applied - Orients the Way We Feel About Others, Changes the way that we think about 
and treat others: 
 
I. Orients the Way We Feel About Others  

 
A. “Rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep” 

1. Hmmm…you’re telling me how I’m supposed to feel. You may be thinking - how 
does that work. I don’t know how to make myself feel a certain way.  
 

Illustration: Things like anger or happiness are more about my mood or a response to outside 
stimuli - surprise, disappointment and so forth. You’re telling me I have to produce to rejoicing 
and weeping?  
 
If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. (1 
Corinthians 12:26) 
 

B. How does it work? How do I get there? I want to be faithful but we are in the realm of 
producing emotions and I’m not sure  
 

To share in the joy and sadness of others requires regarding their circumstances as more 
urgently in need of attention than one’s own circumstances and seeing others as more 
important than one’s self (Frank Thielman, ZECNT: Romans) 
 

1. IOW words, humility in action - seeing others as more important than ourselves - 
regarding their circumstances as urgently in need of attention as much if not more 
than my own produces this sympathy and solidarity in my emotional life with others 
in rejoicing when they rejoice and weep with those who weep 

C. I want to suggest that sometimes one is harder than the other to do. We may find it 
easier to feel sorrow when others are suffering than to rejoice when they are 
succeeding and prospering  
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We are all inclined to shed a sympathizing tear with those who are suffering, but envy and a 
sense of competition often hinder us from truly rejoicing with those who rejoice. (Thomas 
Schreiner, BECNT: Romans) 
 

D. Here is the hindrance to rejoicing when others rejoice - it is pride - pride that expresses 
itself in envy and competition.  It is placing ourselves at the center of the universe and 
in doing so we feel slighted, overlooked, mistreated if others are experiencing the good 
life and good things that we think we deserve. It can happen to us all. 

E.  
With everybody wanting to be at the center of the universe, there can only  
be strife. I know full well that nobody goes around chanting, “I’m at the  
center of the universe.” Yet if I were to hold up your high school or college  
graduation class photo and say, “Here’s your graduation class photo,” whose  
face do you look for first? Or suppose you have a really good knock-down,  
drag-out argument (a one-in-ten-years type). You go away from it seething.  
You remember all the things you could have said, all the things you should  
have said and would have said if only you had thought of them fast enough.  
Then you deploy all of these things as you replay the whole thing in your  
mind. Who wins? In my time I have lost many arguments; I have never lost a rerun. (D.A. 
Carson, The God Who is There) 
 

1. Pride = Envy, competition kills our ability to rejoice with others 
2. But if we are pursuing humility - we displacing ourselves at the center of the 

universe - that belongs only to God - and we find the freedom to start celebrating 
with others in the church when they are #winning.  

F. Application  
1. To obey this exhortation to rejoice and weep with others is to regard others with 

humility so that I am so invested in their well-being both physically and spiritually 
that I tie both my happiness and sorrows to theirs.  
a) Our culture encourages a kind fo empathy that is defined as an entering into 

another the sorrow of other without comment or judgment at any time - ours is 
only to validate their lived experience  
(1) There is a time to sit quietly with the tears of others - don’t just start tossing 

around Bible verses - “God works all things together for good” - gently, 
lovingly, reach down your hand into their sorrow and pull them up. 
  

[15] For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. [16] Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:15-16) 
 

b) Resist by God’s grace envy / anger when I’m passed over for leadership or not 
honored or appreciated to the extent that I think I should be.  
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Illustration: Social media comes with inherent temptations to envy and even bitterness - Seeing 
others living their best life on Social Media - that carefully curated and heavily edited portrait - 
to rejoice in their rejoicing. Having trouble maybe spend less time.  
 

2. Includes resisting any urge to indulge in celebration when our perceived opponents 
and enemies fail  
 

[17] Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, and let not your heart be glad when he stumbles, 
[18] lest the LORD see it and be displeased, and turn away his anger from him. (Proverbs 
24:17-18) 
 
Illustration: Alarming to see the response to Trump 
 

3. Humility in action - reorienting the way we feel about others  
 

II. Informs the Way We Think About Others  
A. v. 16 Live in in harmony with one another = literally “be of the same mind” 

 
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. (Philippians 2:2) 
 

B. Not describing “group think” or a gathering of clones that think the same way about 
everything. No, the beauty of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ is unity in diversity  
 

Illustration: Apart from the supernatural grace of God - I would never have hung out with most 
of you and most of you definitely would not have wanted to hang out with me.  
My marriage is ground zero - I didn’t like nice little church girls, she didn’t like tall, tattooed ex-
druggies. Bought a house at 23 while I was smoking crack. Here we are. We still think in 
opposite ways on a number of things. Harmony and love are possible and exhorted even when 
we think differently about things - especially! 
 

1. It is in the midst of our diversity and differences that we unite under the banner of 
Christ and him crucified, loving one another, working through conflict, rejoicing with 
those who are rejoicing and weeping with those who weep. It’s not about having 
the same interests or hobbies.  
a) Republican or Democrat - more in common than a non-Christian who completely 

shares your political perspective  
 

Illustration: Merriam-Webster “an interweaving of different accounts into a single narrative”  
 

2. Different accounts, different kinds of people interwoven into a single narrative - the 
glorious purpose and plan of God to create his church - living stones being built 
together as a spiritual house for the presence of God - a holy priesthood - a royal 
nation - a people for his own possession - live in harmony  



Living Hope Church 4 October 2020 

5 

 

C. “do not be haughty but associate with the lowly” - Arrogance - any sense of superiority 
toward others will kill the harmony we are exhorted to in this verse. We move toward 
those who are in a low position - the weak, the poor, the nobodies  
 

[22] On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, [23] 
and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, 
and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, [24] which our more 
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to 
the part that lacked it, [25] that there may be no division in the body, but that the members 
may have the same care for one another. (1 Corinthians 12:22-25) 
 

D. Key - never be wise in your own sight.  A WORD IN SEASON.  Those who are haughty, 
those who are arrogant are those who are so dialed into their own perspective, their 
own great ideas that it leads one to treat others with disdain or classify people into 
categories some of which just aren’t worth our time or energy. Author and theologian 
John Piper helps us apply this exhortation to not be wise in our own eyes: 
 

1. It means that you gladly admit that all true wisdom is from God. It is his, and not finally 
ours. 

2. It means that you recognize that any sense of superiority comes from comparing yourself 
only with your inferiors. But the most important person to compare yourself with is God, 
and he is infinitely wiser than you. Not only that, there are a lot of people in the world 
wiser than you.  

3. It means that you feel humbled by the fact that you are a sinner deserving of God’s 
wrath, and that you are amazed at the grace that gives you eternal life. This humility and 
amazement swallows up a sense of pride. 

4. It means that you do not count yourself worthy of being served, but rather “empty 
yourself” and become obedient and serve others, both the wise and the foolish. 

5. It means that you are mainly not thinking about yourself at all but taken up with how 
admirable Jesus is and how wonderful his works are and how interesting and needy 
others are. (John Piper) 

 
1. How admirable Jesus is - how wonderful his works are - how interesting and needy 

others are - not walking around thinking about ourselves - do not be wise in your 
own eyes.  

E. Application  
 

An overly exalted opinion of ourselves, leading us to think that we are always right and 
others wrong and that our opinions matter more than others, often prevents the church from 
exhibiting the unity to which God calls her. (Doug Moo, NICNT: Romans) 
 

1. We live in a world full of those who are wise in their own sight and where is it 
getting us? The media is full of conceited know it alls, bloviating about their opinions 
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and shutting down, shunning, and treating others as fools or weaklings of they 
disagree.  
a) Let us be careful we are not being discipled by the culture  

2. It must not be so in the church of Christ! 
 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. (Romans 12:3) 
Illustration: Humble when nobody is around  
 

3. When we encounter those in a low position, when there are menial tasks that need 
attention to serve others, when we interact with those who disagree with us 
politically or about the coronavirus or any host of issues - this is the moment we put 
it all into practice.  

4. Not as many hills to die on as we may think. Harmony, unity should be treasured as 
a priceless jewel  
 

[1] Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! [2] It is like the precious 
oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down on the 
collar of his robes! [3] It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! For 
there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore. (Psalm 133) 
 

a) God dwells in the midst of our unity. It is life-giving, it is refreshment, It is a gift 
to be celebrated, a treasure to be protected - the key to it all is humility.  

b) It can be destroyed quickly - CHURCH DESTROYED - some of us have teetered 
toward the edge in this polarizing season - let us resist every temptation to 
haughtiness, arrogance, to be wise in our own sight  

5. Gonna take humility. In light of the Gospel how can we not humble ourselves, show 
grace to others, cultivate like-mindedness agreeing together about that which is 
most important, setting aside differences, not insisting on our own way, dignity and 
respect.  
 

Close  
 
Paul continues to paint the picture of genuine love in the church and as we live in this world.  
 
What a comprehensive picture of Christian love Paul gives us! Love is sincere, discerning, 
affectional and respectful. It is both enthusiastic and patient, both generous and hospitable, 
both benevolent and sympathetic. It is marked by both harmony and humility. Christian 
churches would be happier communities if we all loved one another like that. (John Stott) 
 
Humble ourselves before God, grace, happy days ahead in this church! 
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