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The Gospel Creates a Culture 
Romans 12:3-8   

 
Intro 
 
A quite recent term has come into widespread popularity in the evangelical church - embrace in this 
church “gospel-centered” 
 
Though the term itself is more recent formulation the reality that it is shorthand for is not, it is the 
exhortation of Scripture and the happy practice of Christians across the millennia to make the Gospel 
the centerpiece of life and ministry and mission in the local church across the globe.  
 
The Gospel is not just a series of truth claims that we give our agreement too - the Gospel is nothing 
short of the revelation of the person and saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ, the revelation of God’s 
love, mercy, and grace, the revelation of God’s purpose to make a people for himself, a family in which 
he will dwell forever.  
 
We care about theology around here. Really important. Our aim and desire is to understand what the 
Bible says, to rightly divide the Word of Truth. Gospel-Centeredness is not just getting theology right - 
important - the application of that theology. The Gospel, when it is applied, and it must be applied to 
our life and practice, creates a culture that glorifies God. 
 
There have been and continue to be Biblical scholars who could school each one of us under the table 
on Scripture who are agnostic or even atheist. Knowing, while important is not the end game, it is 
transformation  
 
When we come to the Gospel each day, there are deep and abiding and eternal comforts for us as weary 
people still prone to sin and wander from the one we love because when we come to the Gospel, we 
come to the apex and expression of the love and grace of God in Christ.  
 
The Gospel is meant to do something in us, both personally and corporately in a local church. The 
Gospel is meant to not only be understood and enjoyed personally but also applied to the interpersonal 
dynamics in the local church.  
 
The Gospel applied creates a culture. A specific and special culture of redeemed sinners living in unity 
and humility love and service toward one another. And oh, how we, Living Hope Church, need to be 
reminded of this and transformed by this in this season of division, criticism, suspicion, anger, and 
mistrust, for can we honestly say that we have been unaffected by these?  
 
Texts like these are where we grab our cultural values - Gospel Culture - in the Cafe - Humility, 
Godliness, Serving, Generosity, Fellowship, Gratefulness, Joy 
 
I. How We Got Here and then in light of the gospel we II. Understand Ourselves III. Understand Our 
Unity IV. Understand Our Calling and in this we press into the kind of culture that God calls us to, a 
Gospel culture, for our joy and ultimately for the glory of God  
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I. How We Got Here 
 
A. Romans 1-11 is a deliberate, careful, glorious unfolding of the truth and realities of the Gospel  

 
1. Dropping nuclear bombs of the grace of God  

 
a) We are ruined and hardened in our sin and standing under the terrible weight of God’s 

holy judgment against us in our sin. Righteousness deficit. Unthinkably great act of 
mercy and love - on the heels of declaring that there is no one righteous no not one: 
 

[21] But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and 
the Prophets bear witness to it— [22] the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 
who believe. For there is no distinction: [23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] 
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25] whom God 
put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. [26] It was to show 
his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:21-26) 
 

2. All who put their faith in Christ are counted as righteous before God APART from anything 
we do. We stand in the right before God not on the basis of my obedience or any merit in 
me. THROUGH THE MERITS OF CHRIST - THROUGH THE PROPITIATING, WRATH ABSORBING, 
BLOOD OF THE CROSS.  
 

3. Ch. 4 - this is all through faith in Christ Jesus  
 

Faith is the eye that looks to Christ, the hand that lays hold of him, the mouth that drinks the water of 
life. (John Stott, The Cross of Christ) 
 

4. Through faith in him - 4:7-8 lawless deeds are forgiven; the Lord will not count our sins 
against us.  
 

5. Ch. 5 - we have peace with God through this faith. In the cross he reveals his love for us in 
that “while we were still sinners Christ died for us” 
 
a) We have been made alive in Christ. By faith we are in union with the risen Christ and 

while once dead in our sins we are alive to God in him.  
 

6. Ch. 6 we have died to sin and while the presence remains that enslaving power has 
ultimately been broken in our lives.  
 

7. Ch. 7 We do not belong to the old era of keeping God’s commandments as a means of 
standing right before him - we have been set free to belong to Christ so the we may bear 
fruit for God in the new way of the Spirit - not through scrupulous rule-keeping 
 
a) That though we still see this internal conflict where we know what we ought to do and 

we so often do not do it and we feel our wretchedness in our failure we may cry out 
with Paul 7:24-25 “wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
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death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

8. Ch. 8 - taken completely out of the realm and possibility of ever being condemned and now 
live in the realm of Spirit where there is life and peace and grace empowered desire and 
energy to rise up and kill sin 
 
a) Ch. 8 continues by unfurling the cosmic purposes of God realized in and through the 

Gospel that not only we but all creation groan in this fallen world while we wait for the 
coming of Christ - the one who will redeem all things. And as we make our way to the 
redemption of all things the Spirit is interceding in our groaning prayers, helping us in 
our weakness 
 

b) Ch. 8 we are deeply encouraged to remember that the reason we are in this blessed 
condition is all because of his sovereign grace - he predestined us, he effectually called 
us to himself and in doing so he guarantees that we will see the redemption of all 
things, the glorification of our bodies as we are resurrected to live forever as Jesus is 
AND THAT NOTHING! NOTHING! NOTHING! In all creation can separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

c) Chap 9-11 we come to understand that all of this - all of the purposes of God’s 
sovereign love and grace have been in his plan from before the foundation of the world 
to - that in the first place he chose Israel for himself but that now he has expanded his 
chosen people to be those from every tribe, tongue and nation as he makes a people 
for himself to be the recipients of all this grace  
 

[33] Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! [34] “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has 
been his counselor?” [35] “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” [36] For from him 
and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:33-36) 
 

B. Application 
 
1. In the first 11 chapters of Romans, Paul is pastoring us. He knows that In order for us to 

understand what life together under the banner of the Gospel looks like, we need first to 
understand the Gospel and so he brings the full weight of the glory of the Gospel upon our 
lives to stun us, stabilize us, fill us with joy and wonder so that we would understand it is all 
of grace. VOLCANO THAT NEVER STOPS ERUPTING  
 

2. AND THEN - 12:1 I appeal to you THEREFORE by the mercies of God to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable which is your spiritual worship.  
 

3. There is a call to obedience in a chapter 12, a call to grace inspired, grace-fueled 
transformation but we are and must be daily reminded that the love, and grace, and mercy, 
of God comes before and during and after and that all we endeavor to do is in light of the 
Gospel and is the fruit of the Gospel so WITH THAT IN OUR HEARTS. OUR TEXT. In order to 
be the kind of culture - a Gospel culture that God intends, Paul says we must: 
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II. Understand Ourselves   
 
A. In a self-centered world, full of self-righteous experts and swaggering, arrogant know-it-alls who 

aim to put those they disagree with in their proper place comes this radically countercultural 
exhortation  
 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. (Romans 12:3) 
 

B. The problem. We often think to highly of ourselves. To consider our thoughts, opinions, 
preferences, and gifts as superior to that of others. Don’t think so? Here are symptoms: 
 
1. When I interact with someone who has a different opinion of me, do I do so with a sense of 

self-righteousness or contempt on others who have a different opinion about a debatable 
issue - sound like a temptation in this season? 
 

2. When I demand that others recognize my ability, talents, or opinions and when it doesn’t 
happen, I grow bitter toward others.  
 

3. When others disagree with me, I find myself critical along with grumbling and complaining - 
or if we find ourselves given mostly to critique - parsing words - defining motives - we don’t 
the hearts of others. We could go on.  
 

C. Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought - how can we who are aware that apart 
from the intervention of God by his grace are rebellious, dead in sin, destined for hell? And will 
we who know that the only reason for our present happy condition is purely, solely based on 
God’s sovereign grace? We’re a big deal?  
 

D. No, no rather think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned  
 

Faith turns human assessments upside down, so that the more faith I have, the more deeply I 
appreciate the grace of God and the less I boast. So that, paradoxically, if I have more faith than you, I 
will think less of myself than you do of yourself. (Christopher Ash, Teaching Romans) 
 

1. We may be tempted to see people who are confident in every opinion and eager to shut 
down those who differ as the STRONG. 
 

2. If our lives are not marked by a distinct humility that is able to embrace those who are 
different, in disagreement to put that person in the best light possible, seeking to 
understand, even be able laugh at ourselves and count others as more important than 
ourselves, we may rightly understand that we have forgotten to understand who we are in 
light of the Gospel 
 
a) There is no greater oxymoron than arrogant Christian  

(1) Why does God love you? Because you’re so great? He loves you because he loves 
you  
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Illustration: Marriage and “why do you love me?” 
 

E. Application  
 
1. There are some hills to die on but not many. A culture that is Gospel-centered gives space 

for disagreement without insults and undue judgment. 2 big ones in this cultural moment - 
we are not unaffected  
 
a) Politics - discipled by the media - shut the opponent down - discount any argument that 

might interfere with my agenda - paint in the worst possible light 
b) Issues around the pandemic - Mask orders and social distancing  

 
2. Understand ourselves - nothing good apart from God - how can I boast when everything I 

have, I have received 
 

III. Understand Our Unity 
 
A. We are reminded that we must come to Christ in faith individually but in doing so we find 

ourselves - because we are united to him - we are union in union with him - that we are part of 
his body. This should have a gentling, humbling effect on this as well.  
 
1. We are different and that is a good thing. This is part of God’s design and so as others look, 

act, think differently we should understand that we aren’t all wired the same.  
 
a) We can be prone to think that others should have the same gifts as we do. 

(1) Evangelists  
(2) Strategic thinkers  
(3) Serving (we’ll get to that) 

 
b) We are exhorted here to recognize and honor the diversity within the body as we are 

just one part of the whole unity of the body. The appropriate response to diversity is 
gratefulness and appreciation.  
 

[17] If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an 
ear, where would be the sense of smell? [18] But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 
one of them, as he chose. [19] If all were a single member, where would the body be? [20] As it is, 
there are many parts, yet one body. [21] The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” (1 Corinthians 12:17-21) 
 

2. Rather than insist that others be the way I would like them to be, we are called to honor the 
difference, recognize the grace, we are part of the body of Christ. This includes our opinions 
and preferences.  
 
a) Will we dishonor or discount Christ’s body? We are called to outdo each other in 

showing honor  
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B. Application 
 
1. Is this the way you think about the people in this room? This world teaches us to distinguish 

and promote ourselves but, in the church, the members of the body work even harder to 
distinguish and value and honor others. This is a foundation for Gospel culture  
 

IV. Understand our Calling  
 
A. v. 6 we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us 

 
1. Reminding us again, if we in any way conceive that the gifts, we have been self-generated, 

created by, or earned by us, we are cast back again on the grace of God 
 

For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you 
received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it? (1 Corinthians 4:7) 
 

2. Whatever gifts you have are purely because of the generosity, the gift, the grace of God - no 
matter what good thing we have.  
 

B. Understanding this does not diminish our zeal for using our gifts to serve others in the body of 
Christ. No Paul says let us use them in proportion to our faith v. 3  
 
1. Prophecy - a word to upbuild the church - we have been sharing  

 
2. Service - isn’t everyone called to serve? Yes, some have this gift - look around - thank God 

for and honor Tim Graham - could go on and on  
 
a) Temptation for someone gifted this way is to think “why aren’t you all serving as much 

as me?” 
 

3. Teaching, exhortation - your pastors take seriously  
 

4. Contributes in generosity - again all called to give - some of us are gifted and supplied 
resources to be generous is distinct and profound ways - many here too 
 

5. Leading - to be done with zeal - CG Leaders, Pastors, husbands  
 

6. Acts of mercy - cheerfulness - it does not glorify God when we grudgingly help others or 
with a sense of grumbling 
 

[10] As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 
[11] whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 
strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To 
him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:10-11) 
 

C. Application 
 
1. What are my gifts?  
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a) Ask others you know and trust - what do you see?  
 

b) Try out things! SERVING INTEREST FORM 
  

c) All those of you who are serving we thank you! 
 
 

Close  
 
This season has been a test of our unity. When prospering it’s easy. Trial and challenges press down on 
us and we find what’s in us.  
 
GOSPEL CREATES CULTURE - LET US RESOLVE OURSELVES TO THE GLORIOUS TASK  
 
Christ himself dwells in the midst of unity. Our unity is his cross becoming real in our hearts, as we 
demote Self for his sake and exalt him more. By our unity in Christ, we are not just being nice; we are 
being prophetic. We are saying to all the divisive, selfish idols of this world, “Jesus is Lord, and you are 
not. Jesus makes life sweet, and you don’t. Jesus brings us together, and you can’t. You have no claim 
on us here. We belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, the crucified Friend of sinners, and we will have the 
whole world know it by our strong and joyous unity in our Savior. (Ray Ortlund Jr., PTW: Proverbs, pp. 
103-104) 
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