
Romans 12:9-10 Genuine Love  

Intro 
 
As Jesus approached the end of his earthly ministry we read in the Gospel of 
John the narrative of his actions and teachings in those hours before he would 
surrender himself to death on a cross.  
 
He shared a passover meal with his disciples, “the Last Supper” and at that meal 
in example of humble servanthood we are called to emulate, he washed the 
travel-worn, dusty feet of his disciples.  
 
He declared that there was one present who would betray him and we read in 
John that Satan entered into Judas Iscariot and unbeknownst to the other 
disciples he left to do just that - betray Jesus.  
 
In chapter 13:34 sandwiched between a declaration to his disciples that he will 
be glorified by his Father and the prediction of Peter’s denial, Jesus gives his 
disciples a command: 
 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. (John 13:34) 
 
And we may well ask, yes, well and good, how is it a new commandment? Hasn’t 
it always been God’s will and command that we love others? How is this new? In 
what way is it new?  
 
Here is what is new, it is the example and the substance of the love we are called 
too. We are not commanded simply to love in an abstract sense but to love one 
another just as he loved us. So the love we are called to, is the same kind of love 
that Jesus has shown us.  
 
How has he loved us? Eternally, unshakably, irrevocably, sacrificially, 
generously, eagerly and in spite of our weakness and failure - even in our 
weakness and failure 
 
A marching order for the Christian life and our text helps us understand more 
deeply what it looks like to obey this command and in doing so, build a Gospel 
culture in our fellowship, a culture of grace, a culture of love in and through his 
grace.  
 



Our text begins a list of exhortations and marks of the Christian life, don’t want to 
rush over. First 2 verses in this unit that call us in essence to obey God’s 
command to love one another.  
 
READ TEXT  
 
Something here called “genuine love” Spend some time considering what we are 
being called too and how we are to go about this business of loving one another  
 
I. What Does He Mean by Love that is Genuine? II. What Does this Kind of Love 
Look Like in Action? 
 
I. What Does He Mean by Love? 

A. Let love be genuine - the implication is that there is a kind of love or kinds 

of love that are not genuine 

1. Here’s an example - The kind of so-called love that consists in a church 

where there is a culture of “niceness.” We are under the impression 

that Christians are those people that are called to be nice to each other 

- nice people saying nice things so that everything is nice  

a) Insincerity in a culture of niceness 

Illustration: South have mastered how to sound nice and brutal at the same time 
- bless your heart? Bless your heart you are so stupid 
 

2. Sadly, some of us have trouble even being nice to others but in the end 

trying real hard to be nice will collapse without the foundation of 

genuine love. When others disappoint, let me down, do things that I 

don’t like. Niceness doesn’t cut it.  



3. We may suppose when we hear the word “love” that we are simply 

referring to the FEELING of loving another. Genuine love involves 

feeling but it is something more substantial.  

a) If the foundation of love is feeling loving then our love is prone to 

ebb and flow and even evaporate  

Illustration: Divorce rates are sky high - we realized that we just don’t love each 
other anymore. Feeling isn’t enough.  
 

4. Genuine love is not in the first place being nice to people or even the 

feeling of love though it is not less than feeling it is more  

In urging that our love be genuine, Paul is warning about making our love a mere 
pretense, an outward display or emotion that does not conform to the nature of 
the God who is love and who has loved us. (Doug Moo, NICNT: Romans) 
 

5. Genuine love is love that conforms to the nature of the God who is love 

and has loved us - love one another as I have loved you  

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:2) 
 

a) 12:2 Renewing of the mind includes renewing our understanding of 

what love looks like - defined in relation to the love of God - we take 

our cues from God - we learn from him - we emulate his genuine 

love.  

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. (Romans 5:8) 
 

b) Self-sacrificing love to the undeserving - only as we grasp this do 

we then understand what genuine love looks like  



B. In v. 9 he exhorts further in helping us understand what genuine love is - 

“abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good” 

Love is not the blind sentiment it is traditionally said to be. On the contrary, it is 
discerning. It is so passionately devoted to the beloved object that it hates every 
evil which is incompatible with his or her highest welfare. (John Stott, BST: 
Romans) 
 

1. Genuine love is about a desire for the welfare of others - a working for 

the good of others. It is about being allergic to anything which tears 

down others. To consciously resist anything which doesn’t work for the 

good of others.  

a) Injustice - it is to abhor and oppose all racism and partiality in our 

hearts and in our culture 

b) Sometimes love looks like resisting those things which others may 

think of as love. Love is love after all is the mantra - anything goes if 

love is felt.  

Illustration: A worldly view of love gets it only partly right because it insists that 
we support others in whatever desire or proclivity they have. To love is to abhor 
what is evil. Love can look like pleading with another to resist sinful desire. 
 

2. Hold fast to what is good - whatever works for the benefit, growth, and 

advancement of others is what I’m into - genuine love involves a desire 

and working for the benefit of others.  

C. Genuine love - sacrificial, committed, tethered tightly to the truth of God’s 

Word, devoted passionately to the beloved in that we hate what is 



incompatible with their highest welfare and works for what is good in their 

lives.  

D. Application  

1. Here’s a potential problem - to love is to make oneself vulnerable - It is 

an opening of one’s heart to others. Vulnerability. I’ve done that. I’ve 

been let down, betrayed, rejected - maybe even and maybe mostly 

other Christians. You have my sympathy.  

Illustration: Rejection by my family and those you look up to. Guard is up. Not 

again. C.S. Lewis shows us the dark alternative: 

To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything and your heart will be wrung and 
possibly broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact you must give it to 
no one, not even an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little 
luxuries; avoid all entanglements. Lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your 
selfishness. But in that casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless, it will change. It 
will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. To 
love is to be vulnerable. (C.S. Lewis) 
 

2. It’s true Genuine love is to be vulnerable to having your heart broken 

by others who rebuff and reject - yet the alternative is for our hearts to 

harden and to become unbreakable and cold.  

3. OH HOW WE NEED TO KNOW THE LOVE OF CHRIST - IF HE 

LOVES ME THAN I CAN LOVE LOVE AS HE LOVED US - EVEN IN 

HEARTBREAK THERE IS ONE WHO LOVES! IF ALL AROUND ME 

DESPISE AND BETRAY YET MY ULTIMATE JOY IS NOT FOUND IN 

OTHERS LOVING ME BUT IN BEING LOVED BY GOD IN CHRIST.  

II. What Does it Look Like in Action? 



A. V. 10 - 2 essential pieces  

1. Love one another with brotherly affection  

so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one 
of another. (Romans 12:5) 
 

a) Through our faith in Christ - there is a family connection between 

every Christian because though we come to Christ in faith as 

individuals in doing so we are incorporated into the body of Christ, 

we are adopted as children of God, we are brothers and sisters one 

to another  

b) This is an exhortation to remember this spiritual reality and to act 

and feel accordingly - with affection  

Illustration: Growing up was troubling - at times neglect - other times abuse. I 
had my brother - still my best friend. Favorite picture is us at the beach with his 
hands around my arm. We have each others backs no matter what. Something of 
what we should cultivate. Sadly in difficult seasons we may find to our surprise 
that this isn’t the case.  
 

2. Outdo one another in showing honor 

a) Love involves a competition so different than secular competition - 

so foreign to the competitiveness of our western culture.  

Illustration: Our competitiveness is about achievement, advancement, success, 
and glory FOR OURSELVES but in the family of God the competition is for 
honoring others above ourselves.  
 

3. Includes expressing gratefulness, being attentive to grace in the lives 

of others and pointing out that grace to honor them - encourage them 

and ultimately to glorify God for his grace at work in their lives 



a) Are you known more for your astute criticisms of the culture, your 

discernment of the errors of others or for the honor that you show 

others?  

Illustration: Truth people. I love people enough to tell them the truth. Do you 
love people enough to live in such a way that those around you feel valued and 
honored?  
 

B. Genuine love is in treating one another like family - honoring one another - 

seeking to outdo one another in that honor 

1. Can you imagine a church that decides to get in on this competition? 

a) Included, appreciated, valued - a culture in which those on the 

margins are invited into the center - a culture where God is glorified 

for his activity and his grace is magnified in our lives.  

b) When was the last time you deliberately and specifically honored 

someone?  

(1) HOMEWORK - Start with your family, CG, pastors, quiet 

servants  

(a) Attune senses - surrounded by those worthy of honor  

2. A culture of love - a Gospel culture is a culture where we devalue self 

in order to prioritize others - honor and serve others - this is genuine 

love 

3. Willam Bradford - the English puritan who came to America on the 

Mayflower with to establish Plymouth Colony in 1620 described the 



terrible conditions they experienced as well as the genuine love that 

was there: 

But that which was most sad and lamentable was that in two or three months ’
time half of their company died, especially in January and February, being the 
depth of winter, and [lacking] houses and other comforts; being infected with the 
scurvy and other diseases, which this long voyage and their inaccomodate 
condition had brought upon them, so as there died sometimes two or three of a 
day, in the aforesaid time, that of one hundred and odd persons, scarce fifty 
remained. And of these in the time of most distress, there was but six or seven 
healthy persons who, to their great commendations be it spoken, spared no 
pains, night or day, but with abundance of toil and hazard of their own health, 
fetched them wood, made them fires, [prepared] them meat, made their beds, 
washed their loathsome clothes, clothed and unclothed them; in a word, did all 
the homely and necessary offices for them which dainty and queasy stomachs 
cannot endure to hear named; and all this willingly and cheerfully, without any 
grudging in the least, showing herein their true love unto their friends and 
brethren. A rare example and worthy to be remembered. (William Bradford) 
 

4. Love looks like a culture sacrificial serving - of working for the good of 

others, cultivating affection and appreciation for those who are our 

brothers an sisters, where we honor one another, value one another, 

serve one another - this is what genuine love looks like  

5. See odd to speak of what love looks like without including:  

[4] Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant [5] or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; [6] it does 
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. [7] Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1 Corinthians 13:4-7) 
 

6. The key 

[22] Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere 
brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, [23] since you have 
been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living 
and abiding word of God; (1 Peter 1:22-23) 
 

7. Since you have been born again - experienced the love of God in 

Christ - love others in the way we are loved - empowered by the Spirit 



(born again) - enlivened by the abiding Word of God - fueled by his 

grace 

Illustration: Workplace relationship 

a) We fail - fresh grace - THIS IS A DIFFICULT SEASON - DIVISION - 

DIFFERENCES OF OPINION - CONFLICT OVER IT ALL - THIS IS 

A SEASON FOR US TO CULTIVATE LOVE IN WAYS THAT ARE 

RADICALLY COUNTERCULTURAL  

(1) Love others we disagree with - to honor them - to cultivate 

genuine love in our disagreement - easy to love when we are 

loved - what about when we aren’t? We are called even to love 

our enemies - corrective - HOW MUCH MORE THOSE FOR 

WHOM CHRIST DIED AND WITH WHOM WE ARE UNITED IN 

HIM.  

By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” (John 13:35) 
 

C. Application 

[16] Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, 
but living as servants of God. [17] Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honor the emperor. (1 Peter 2:16-17) 
 

1. “Love means never having to say your sorry”  

a) Love is quite the opposite - we are fallen, we are finite in our love, 

we will disappoint and be disappointed - love is about telling others 



we are sorry when we fail - love is about happily eagerly extending 

forgiveness and experiencing.  

2. Let our love be genuine living hope church. Let it never be pretense 

that evaporates when the hard seasons and the disagreements come. 

Let us esteem each other as brothers and sisters - as family - let us 

outdo one another in showing honor each other - and in doing so we 

will know the joy of the Lord in our midst as we walk in the footsteps of 

the Savior.  

Close  

Instructions to love - exhortations that help us to obey that new commandment in 
John 13:34 
 
Love one another as I have loved you - we need to know the love of God - all of 
our love is informed by his love.  
 
God has loved us with an everlasting love, completely undeserved, sacrificially 
providing all that we need to live in and enjoy his presence forever - how can we not be 
those who love each other with genuine love?  
 
 


