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I Want to Know the Compassion of Jesus 
Matthew 9.35-38 

 

Intro 

There is much good, profitable, and even wonderful blessing in our increasingly easy access to 
news and information. It was only 13 years ago that the iPhone was first introduced and even 
less time before smart phones became ubiquitous across the globe, even in impoverished 
countries. We can readily access GPS guidance to our travel destination - MapQuest, AAA 
triptych! We can bring up detailed information and instruction on virtually any topic we are 
interested in - there is a full-blown university in our pockets and on our laptops. The internet 
age, which began within my lifetime - teenager - 56K - AOL - the internet is perhaps the greatest 
man-made wonder the world has ever known in its impact and effect.  
 
One piece of all this is our easy and constant access to the news. The “24-hour news cycle” in 
which there is a fire hydrant spray of constantly updating stories about a whole host of 
tragedies and injustices across the globe. And we are wise to ask, what is all this constant 
immersion doing to us? 
 
Psychologists have identified a challenge for those who are constantly being inundated with the 
suffering of others and the call to care about and for those who are suffering on a daily basis, 
year after year, a condition labeled “compassion fatigue” 
 
Once most commonly associated with health care professionals - the reality of compassion 
fatigue is in play for every one of us who are engaged with the 24-news cycle whose intent is to 
provide us with never-ending stories of violence, abuse, murder, war, conflict and injustice. 
Each day across social media there is fresh opportunity to be “heart-broken” about suffering 
and injustice - indeed some say as much - one must wonder what the long-term effect is of 
constantly feeling this way. Some of us may have begun to just feel numb about the whole 
thing. It would seem we were never created to bear the weight of the suffering of the whole 
world as we are discovering in this new era that began like 10 seconds ago when placed in the 
perspective of the span of human history. 
 
…in today's world, where every tragedy is instantly broadcast directly into our [TVs, laptops, 
and smartphones] compassion fatigue is no longer unique to certain professions. As Dr. Amit 
Sood points out "... we are inundated with graphic images of the unimaginable suffering of 
millions. We can fathom the suffering of a few, but a million becomes a statistic that numbs 
us.” (Sherrie Bourg Carter, Are You Suffering from Compassion Fatigue?) 
 
We are finite and have only so much emotional marginal to handle an endless onslaught of 
heart-breaking stories but Jesus doesn’t have this problem. He never suffers from compassion 
fatigue. We may find ourselves growing numb when confronted daily with the suffering of 
others but Jesus is never numbed by the suffering of billions, his heart is full of mercy and 
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sympathy and he moves toward the sinner, the suffering, the broken-hearted, the crushed in 
spirit and in our text we are given insight into his great compassion for the suffering. I Want to 
Know the Compassion of Jesus and hear we are given insight into his compassion through the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God.  
 
We want to know the compassion of Jesus and what it means for us I. His Compassion II. His 
Conclusion III. His Commission  
 
I. His Compassion  

 
A. We enter into mid-story of the awesome reality of the Son of God, incarnated and on 

his mission of mercy 
 
1. v. 35 He went throughout all the cities and villages - teaching - proclaiming the 

gospel - the good news of the kingdom of God  
 
a) He’s healing disease and affliction as visibly, physically illustrates the saving 

power of his spiritual kingdom now breaking into time-space history 
 

b) He is busy doing the will of the Father - not killing time surfing Twitter or 
Facebook  
 

B. v. 36 as he goes throughout all of these cities and villages, he observes the crowds - 
those whom he came to minister too and we read when he saw - when he observed the 
crowds - he had compassion for them - why? Harassed and helpless like sheep w/o a 
shepherd - these crowds are distressed and thrown down, confused and aimless. What 
did he observe? A shepherd and sheep-expert Sabine Ehlers gives us insight into this 
analogy: 
 

I have several times been called in to gather up flocks that have been left unattended, and it’s 
a sorry sight. Their un-sheared wool is heavy, dirty and full of parasites bothering them. They 
are heavily infected with internal worms, stumping their growth and survival. Often their 
uncared-for feet are so infected and the hoofs so long that they can’t walk, and their knees 
are inflamed. The weak ewes don’t have enough milk for their lambs who die from 
malnutrition and exposure… (Sabine Ehlers) 
 

C. He sees the crowds - harassed and helpless - fending for themselves - THEY NEED A 
SHEPHERD compassion - not mere pity or sympathy 
 

What he saw affected not his eye only, but his heart. He was overcome by sympathy. His 
whole frame was stirred with an emotion which put every faculty into forceful movement. 
(Charles Spurgeon) 
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D. On his mission of mercy - revealing the power and mercy of God as he makes his way 
through cities and villages but even more as he makes his way to a hill called Calvary 
where, because of his great compassion in which he put every faculty into forceful 
movement, he, in an act of supreme and divine love and compassion, laid down his life 
on the cross as the substitute for sinners 
 
1. His healing of disease and affliction in his earthly ministry was only the 

demonstration and validation of a far greater healing that is needed. Physical 
healing is only temporary but the healing that Jesus provides is eternal So that our 
souls, diseased and afflicted by sin and death - qualifying us to experience the full, 
furious and righteous judgment of God might now be healed, restored, and 
redeemed by the grace of God  
 
a) In this moment before the crowds, he observes helpless and harassed and cast 

down sinners and reveals his very heart for such as these  
 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10:11) 
 

E. Application  
 
1. Beloved the compassion that motivated him to save you from your sins is the 

compassion that continues to you this day.  
 

[13] As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those 
who fear him. [14] For he knows our frame; 
he remembers that we are dust. (Psalm 103:13-24) 
 

2. Harassed and helpless? 
 
a) Suffering, struggling, weary, numb 

 
(1) He has compassion for you - not simply pity or sympathy - he is present to 

help you - we grow weary of constant suffering - he never grows weary or 
faint  
 

3. We experience his compassion and we are called into that experience and comfort 
but Christ does not intend that his compassion end in us but that his compassion 
would provoke and sustain our compassion for those around us  
 

Did Christ over sinners weep, 
And shall our cheeks be dry? 
Let floods of penitential grief 
Burst forth from every eye. 
Burst forth from every eye. 
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Behold, the Son of God in tears 
The angels wondering see. 
Hast thou no wonder, O my soul? 
He shed those tears for thee! 
He wept that we might weep, 
Might weep over sin and shame. 
He wept to show His love for us 
And bid us love the same. 
And bid us love the same. (Did Christ O’er Sinners Weep)  
 

4. We experience his compassion and then we rise with his grace in our hearts and we 
demonstrate his compassion and love to all those around us.  
 

II. His Conclusion  
 
A. v. 37 he observes the crowds, harassed and helpless, and makes perhaps to us a 

surprising conclusion - a surprising response - disciples - look over here my friends - see 
these harassed and helpless and distressed sinners? You may be under the impression 
that these are simply harassed and helpless people BUT I SEE A HARVEST! I SEE A 
PLENTIFUL HARVEST! 
 

[35] Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift 
up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. [36] Already the one who reaps is 
receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. (John 4:35-36) 
 

B. Across cities and villages and crowds of harassed and helpless sinners there are many 
who are ready to be gathered into eternal life. When God looks upon this world, he 
declares that he is going to bring to himself a plentiful harvest of redeemed souls 
 

C. DOES NOT SAY A POTENTIAL HARVEST - MIGHT BE A HARVEST…By his blood he will 
ransom a people for himself 
 

[9] And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for 
God from every tribe and language and people and nation, [10] and you have made 
them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 
5:9-10) 
 

1. He knows that this is what he will accomplish  
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D. PLENTIFUL - ONE ISSUE - ONLY A FEW LABORERS  
 
1. The immensity of the harvest is disproportionate to the number of workers 

(McConnell) 
 

E. Application 
 
1. Is that what you see when you look around you? In your neighborhood, in the news. 

 
2. Is suspect that this is often not our perspective - I believe it’s safe to say that we are 

tempted to think the harvest is small or not at all - to be pessimistic when see the 
brokenness and opposition to God all around us  
 
a) What Jesus saw 

 
3. See through the eyes of Jesus in this world full of harassment and helplessness - 

there is a harvest. Takes faith. Oh, give us faith to see this world the way that Jesus 
does. HELP OUR UNBELIEF  
 

III. His Commission  
 
A. Till that point in the gospel of Matthew there are few who are laboring - INDEED THERE 

was one who was laboring in the harvest - Jesus - here he is expanding and extending 
his mission to his disciples. Maybe unexpectedly though he doesn’t say GET TO WORK! 
He commissions them in the first place not to do anything in relation to the crowds but 
rather to invest themselves into God  
 
1. Pray EARNESTLY, passionately that God the one responsible for the harvest - THE 

LORD OF THE HARVEST - would send out the needed labor force to bring this 
harvest in  
 

B. If we believe Jesus in v. 37 that there is a plentiful harvest but not enough workers then 
we understand OUR NEED is to pray for to the Lord of the harvest - the one who 
administrates sovereign grace and commissions his people to send laborers 
  
1. The harvest is certain - IT IS PLENTIFUL - God has made this certain by his sovereign 

election and through Christ’s atoning, redeeming sacrifice - why does he need 
laborers?  
 
a) Sovereign grace and human responsibility - yes, every sinner who is saved is 

because of the sovereign electing, redeeming grace of God and he has chosen 
that his harvest will be gathered in by his people - both are true  
(1) Paul who unfolds and extols the sovereign grace of God in Romans informs 

us that how can they hear if no-one will proclaim? 
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[14] How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? [15] And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” (Romans 10:14-15) 
 

C. Application 
 
1. Compassion united with faith is the impetus to pray EARNESTLY - OH the need is 

great cry out to God 
 

2. We cannot long pray this way until we hear the voice of Jesus sending us to labor in 
his harvest - compassionate prayer moves us into action  
 
a) Make no mistake there is labor - hard work involved 

(1) Parenting - faithful friend - labor in the field of your home - BE ENCOURAGED 
(2) DEVOS PRAY THIS WAY  

(a) The Bridge Course IN SEPTEMBER  
 

3. The reality of a harvest is meant to encourage us to keep on laboring 
 

[9] And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on 
speaking and do not be silent, [10] for I am with you, and no one will attack you to 
harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” (Acts 18:9-10) 
 

4. O beloved, let us renew our passion to pray. Let us break through the numbness of 
this moment, let us rise out of the muck and the mire of apathy - let us renew our 
compassion in the fires of Christ’s  
 
a) To the heavy-laden and burdened - we introduce to Jesus gentle and lowly who 

gives rest  
 

b) To the one struggling with temptation and sin - we hold up Jesus, the crucified 
and risen, sympathetic high priest who is able to help al those in time of need 
 

c) To the harassed and helpless - we inform them that there is one, full of 
compassion, eager to save, forgive and restore  
 

d) WE WANT TO NOT ONLY KNOW JESUS - OH WE DO - KNOW HIM AND MAKE HIM 
KNOWN  
 

We shall not enquire anxiously about the minimum outlay of effort in evangelism that 
will satisfy God. But we shall ask eagerly, and pray earnestly to be shown, just how 
much it is in our power to do to spread the knowledge of Christ among men; and once 



Living Hope Church 30 August 2020 

7 

 

we see what the possibilities are, we shall give ourselves wholeheartedly to the task. 
(Evangelism & The Sovereignty of God by J.I. Packer, pg. 79) 
 
Close 
 
Our mission - to proclaim Jesus to everyone to present everyone mature in him = to make 
disciples of Jesus - Jesus orients us again this morning and informs us that our call in the first 
place is to pray for laborers  
 
In considering this call to pray - it all begins in Jesus, fueled by compassion, with faith that there 
is a harvest for us to labor in 
 
We consider the task - the days ahead - O we must pray! When our compassionate Savior 
comes again - may he find us prayerfully laboring in his harvest. RISE UP O CHURCH! RISE UP 
PEOPLE OF GOD! AWAKE O SLEEPER AND CHRIST WILL SHINE UPON YOU! RISE UP ON YOUR 
KNEES BELOVED AND LET US TAKE UP OUR CALLING AND COMMISSION AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD  
 
If we know anything of prayer, let us make it a point of conscience never to forget this 
solemn charge of our Lord’s. Let us settle it in our minds that it is one of the surest ways of 
doing good and stemming evil. Personal working for souls is good; giving money is good; but 
praying is best of all. By prayer we reach him, without whom work and money are alike in 
vain: we obtain the aid of the Holy Ghost…the Holy Ghost alone can make ministers of the 
gospel, and raise up lay workmen in the spiritual harvest, who need not be ashamed. Never, 
never may we forget that if we would do good to the world, our first duty is to pray! (J.C. 
Ryle, Expository Thought on the Gospels: Matthew, p. 76) 
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