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I Want to Know Jesus  
Philippians 3.8-11 

 
Intro 
 
We’ve learned a lot over in 2020. We know more than we ever have about epidemiology, 
vaccines, pandemics. We know the disorientation and distress of this season. We know the 
upheaval and loud voices crying out for justice mingled with the screams of violence. We know 
the polarized politics and deep tribal divisions of an election season. We know the struggles in 
parenting, struggles with spouse, struggles in dealing with sickness, struggles against sin.  
 
But how well do we know Jesus? Really know him? Are we daily learning more of him?  
 
Here’s a live issue for every Christian present here this morning. We are counted among those 
who have received the grace of God, believed the Gospel and entrusted our whole selves to 
Jesus Christ but in the overwhelming, deadening swirl of a thousand news stories and the daily 
struggles of life we may find ourselves defaulting to thinking about the Gospel as merely a 
concept. Can default to a collection of truths to be believed while only vaguely being connected 
to the actual person of Jesus.  
 
The Gospel is what the Gospel is because it is all about a person - the Lord Jesus Christ. Our 
faith is completely about a real and living person - Jesus, Son of God, second person in Trinity, 
the most wonderful, influential, glorious person to ever grace this world with his presence. 
 
Risen, Ascended to the right hand of the Father, Reining, Ever living to intercede, a glorified 
human who is acquainted with our sorrows and temptations, who’s heart is full of love, 
compassion, care, kindness, and who is coming again to take us to himself and into a world of 
joy in the redemption of all things.  
 
While we make our way through this life we have been given the grand and glorious privilege to 
know him. One day we will see him with our eyes and he will make us like himself in glory but 
as we live in this fallen world, with its trials and suffering, we can know him, talk to him, hear 
his voice, feel his presence.  
 
READ TEXT - this is the inspired Apostle’s burden  
 
DO YOU HEAR THE CRY OF HIS HEART? 19th Century Anglican Pastor /Theologian  
 
Surely, we cannot know this Christ too well. Surely there is not a word, nor a deed, nor a day, 
nor a step, nor a thought in the record of his life, which ought not to be precious to us. We 
should labor to be familiar with every line that is written about Jesus. (J.C. Ryle) 
 
Spend the rest of this Summer getting to know Jesus more. Recalibrate our hearts toward him. 
Plan is to move toward September and back to Romans  
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We will not confine ourselves to the text I just read. The intent of this sermon is to help us 
awaken wonder, fresh and eager longings to know our Savior. To that end - 3 Eternal, unending, 
undying reasons to know him. To know him is to know: 
 
I. Eternal Life (Ph. 3:8) 

 
A. In the letter to the Philippians, the inspired apostle reveals his greatest passion in life - 

v. 8 the surpassing worth of KNOWING Jesus Christ my Lord -v. 10  that I may know him 
and the power of his resurrection. Why? v. 11 That by any means possible I may obtain 
that same resurrection from the dead experienced by the risen Christ.  
 

B. Where would one get an idea like that? Why from Jesus Christ himself  
 

And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. (John 17:3) 
 

C. This knowing is not about simply holding in our brains the information about Jesus 
Christ - Jesus is speaking of an intimate relationship.  
 

Illustration: I have a growing fascination with Mexico. I have learned a lot of things about 
Mexico about the rich and diverse culture, the geography, the history. I know a number of 
things about Mexico - But there is a kind of knowing that remains elusive until hopefully I travel 
to Mexico and walk the streets and eat the food. Not just know facts about CHRIST to actually 
enter into relationship and experience.  
 

D. In the Philippians text Paul describes this as “gaining” Christ, being found “in him.” And 
Paul explains why this so necessary in connection with resurrection - with the glories of 
eternal life.  
 
1. Make no mistake, by all appearances Paul was a very righteous man, well 

acquainted with and versed in the Law of God - an expert in fact. By ethnicity Jewish 
- the chosen people - a pharisee - religious elite of that day - zealous rule keeper - if 
anyone could deserve to be granted eternal life through obedience - Paul would be 
on the short list.  
 

2. Yet it’s all rubbish. Why? Because of the pervasive and ever present problem of sin 
in which, in ourselves, even the strictest adherence to God’s will is shot through 
with self-interest and sin - in order to enter into the eternal life that is in Christ Jesus 
- we need to be justified - we need to be made right - we need an righteousness 
before God that comes from outside ourselves and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law,  
 



Living Hope Church 19 July 2020 

3 

 

but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith— (Philippians 3:9) 

 
3. A righteousness that is only found in gaining Christ and being found in him – 

KNOWING 
  

4. His incarnation - born of a woman and not of a man through the Holy Spirit, the only 
man who was tempted in every way yet without any sin, fulfilling all righteousness 
in his obedient life, perfectly fulfilling the will of the Father, dying in our place as our 
substitute, the sinless one bearing our sins, taking judgment that we earned on 
himself, rising from the dead, presenting himself to us as Savior and Lord so that all 
who trust in him - gain him and all that he has earned and deserves. In gaining him 
we obtain his righteousness, his perfection before God and the eternal life that is in 
him as the one who has vanquished death itself.  
 

E. Application 
 
1. This is a moment where we are acutely reminded of our mortality - Covid death 

trackers on the side of the screen, headlines with statistics  
 
a) Inasmuch as God uses this to number our days so that we gain a heart of 

wisdom it is a providence from his hand.  
 

2. How precious to us is the reality of eternal life - and how precious is the One in 
whom we have resurrection and life.  
 
a) Fear of death? Press into the knowledge of the one in whom we need to fear 

death for he has gone into death and defeated it on our behalf.  
 

[14] Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that 
is, the devil, [15] and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 
slavery. (Hebrews 2:14-15) 
 
Knowing him we have Eternal Life  
 
II. Eternal Rest  

 
[28] Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. [29] Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. (Matthew 11:28-29) 
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A. Jesus reveals to us in Matthew the deepest parts of his psychology, demeanor, and 
heart towards overworked, overburdened, burned our sinners like you and me.  
 
1. Gentle and lowly  

 
2. Extending rest for our souls  

B. Holy and glorious upholding all things by the power of his Word and yet what he wants 
us to know fundamentally is that he is humble and gentle and generous to ALL WHO 
COME. Astonishing! 

 
The point in saying that Jesus is lowly is that he is accessible. For all his resplendent glory and 
dazzling holiness, his supreme uniqueness and otherness, no one human in history has been 
more approachable that Jesus Christ. No prerequisites. No hoops to jump through…The 
minimum bar to be enfolded into the embrace of Jesus is simply: open yourself up to him. It is 
all he needs. Indeed, it is the only thing he works with. (Dane Ortlund, Gently and Lowly) 
 

C. In this crazy world with its demands and trials and struggles - Jesus comes to us gently, 
kindly, inviting us into his rest - he is accessible in every moment of every day. He is 
inviting us to bring all of our burdens - both those things which we generate internally 
and everything that comes to us in this world and lands on us with crushing weight - 
Jesus says come to me. I won’t despise you or look down my nose. I won’t smirk or 
impatiently say “why don’t you pull yourself together” - I will give you rest for your soul  
 
1. He doesn’t break the bruised - he does snuff out the flickering candle - gentle and 

lowly  
 

You don’t need to unburden or collect yourself and then come to Jesus. Your very burden is 
what qualifies you to come. No payment is required; he says “I will give you rest.” His rest is 
gift, not transaction. Whether you are actively working hard to crowbar your life into 
smoothness (“labor”) or passively finding yourself weighed down by something outside your 
control (“heavy laden”), Jesus Christ’s desire that you find rest, that you come in out of the 
storm, outstrips even your own. (Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly) 
 

D. Application 
 
1. Difficult season of affliction and suffering. Are you laboring to crowbar your life into 

smoothness? Are you weighted down by matters outside your control? Here Jesus 
saying “come in out of the storm”  
 

2. His desire to you rest outstrips even your most earnest longings for that rest. To 
know him is to know rest for our souls. Oh, that we may know him more and more 
and experience more and more of that promised rest! 
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Eternal Life, Eternal Rest… 
 
III. Eternal Joy  

 
[9] As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. [10] If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments 
and abide in his love. [11] These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full. (John 15:9-11) 
 

A. Jesus desires you to experience joy, fullness of joy, experience of his joy in us through 
our abiding in him - KNOWING HIM, TRUSTING HIM 
 
1. So many view Christianity as a restricted lifestyle of rule-keeping.  

 
Illustration: Teenager, he will probably kill me for going to a party 
 

B. Jesus informs us that his desire is for us to abide in his love. To know and experience his 
love. To live so near to him that we increasingly experience his personal loving-
kindness, so that when we hear his commands, we don’t experience them as oppressive 
and restrictive - we hear the voice of love -we hear and obey eagerly and in doing so 
experience joy. Fullness of joy  
 
1. Even in sorrow - sorrowful yet rejoicing is ours. There is joy in knowing Christ that is 

present even through our tears.  
 

[8] Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, [9] obtaining the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:8-9) 
 

C. Oh, we have not seen him with more than the eyes of faith, but as we sojourn through 
our lives - enfolded in the love of Christ - we make our way to that great day, THE day, 
when all we will know is joy as we behold him, embrace him.  
 

D. Even in the worst experiences and disorientation of our suffering - we have him - we 
look to him - we press into him - we get to know him as well as we possibly can by living 
near to him, abiding in his love - this is ours in knowing him. 
 

True knowledge of the living God is found in and through Christ. But what we see in Christ is 
so beautiful it can make the sad sing for joy and the dead spring to life. (Michael Reeves, 
Rejoicing in Christ) 
 

E. Application  
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1. Like me? Wake each day with a kind of low-grade sadness, anxiety, when will this 
end? Where is this all going?  
 
a) Find yourself apathetic / numbed toward God in this disorienting season 
b) Oh, my friend  

 
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” (Ephesians 5:14) 
 

2. Let’s take these next weeks of the summer of 2020 - remember all that has occurred 
for the rest of our lives 
 

3. Remember this is a season where we moved toward Jesus - Pray for the Spirit of 
God to give us a renewed vision of him - renewed passion for him  
 

4. Crack open your Bible this week - I WOULD SEE JESUS - I WANT TO SEE YOU - I 
WANT TO KNOW YOU! I BELIEVE THAT GOD WOULD BE PLEASED TO ANSWER THAT 
PRAYER  
 

5. RESOURCES - Gentle and Lowly (Dane Ortlund) - Rejoicing in Christ (Michael Reeves) 
 

Close 
Let us take up the great and grand burden of the inspired apostle  
 
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord…t (Philippians 3:8) 
 
The great adventure. Always more. Eternity is turning the diamond 
 
In the mundaneness of life, in failure, in sadness and in pain, we look up and find the deepest 
consolation. There on the throne is death-crushing compassion and royal liberation: our 
friend, our priest, our king. The more we look, the more our hearts belong there, the more we 
want him known—and the more we long for his return. (Michael Reeves, Rejoicing in Christ) 
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