
Living Hope Church June 21, 2020

The Heart of a Father (Father’s Day 2020)
Genesis 1:26-28

Introduction (pray)

A. Today is the third Sunday in June and that means it is Father’s Day 2020.  Your pastors thank
God for the faithful fathers we have here at Living Hope (not prefect but faithful).

1. You are faithful to God, you are faithful to your bride, and you are faithful to the children
that God has blessed you with.  You work hard as a faithful witness to the gospel.

2. Thank you.  

B. In this brief sermon I will aim to remind you about The Heart of a Father (my title).  I hope to
encourage every man to think and act like a father.  Three points in the form of a question:

1. What is a male?
2. What is a father?
3. What is the ultimate human example of a father?

 
I. What is a male?

A. In our text God says (verse 26) let us make man in our own image.  The Hebrew word for man
is adam.  By man the Bible means mankind.  Mankind is male and female (verse 27).

1. The Hebrew word for male is zakar.  This word means male or male person.  So what then
is a male?  The first thing we can say is male is not female.  There is a difference.

B. But what is the difference?  Author Aimee Byrd wrote Recovering from Biblical Manhood and
Womanhood and she agrees there is distinction but does not explain the difference.

1. Clearly, men and women have different bodies.  There are physical realities that are
different (military lowers standards for females, sports are separate).  This is because men
are generally stronger physically.  Is there more than strength?  There is.

2. The definition of male is “a man or a boy, an individual that is typically capable of
producing small, usually motile gametes (such a sperm or spermatozoa) which fertilize the
eggs of a female.”  Merriam-Webster Dictionary. 

3. This means we can develop a reasonable definition of a male.

A male is a father or a potential father.
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4. Piper and Grudem try to get at it this way:

“At the heart of mature masculinity is a sense of benevolent responsibility to lead, provide for
and protect women in ways appropriate to a man’s differing relationships.”  John Piper,
Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood, p. 36

5. This definition flows from a man’s strength which must be used properly.

Ex: Not John Wayne or Sean Connery (slap and kiss)

C. Our culture seems is bent on obliterating the difference between male and female (this makes
abortion a necessity).  This is done by aiming for no difference (unisex).

1. However we view specific tasks (work or home) the thing is that a male, a father, is a
physical necessity in every single life.  But a father doesn’t just start life.

2. A father does more.  What does a father do?  What is the heart of a father?

II. What is a father?

A. In our text we find a creation mandate.  Verse 28:

1. Be fruitful and multiply (a father does this by starting a life)
2. Fill the earth, subdue it, and have dominion over it (requires work).

B. Because a man does not live forever (70 or 80 years if strong) there must be replacements.  A
father needs to train up the next generation (and influence grandkids too).

1. There is a wonderful description of a mother and a father in 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12.

1 Thessalonians 2:7-8 (ESV) “[7] But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking
care of her own children. [8] So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share
with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very
dear to us.”

2. A mother is marked by gentleness (gentle among you), nurture (like a nursing mother),
and affection (affectionately desirous of you).  The experience of most of us.

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 (ESV) “[11]  For you know how, like a father with his children, [12] we
exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of
God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.”

3. A father with his children is marked by exhortation (to urge and implore), encouragement
(console and comfort), and a charge (testify and insist).
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Ex: It isn’t unusual for dad and mom to disagree because often times dad desires to urge
and implore while mom seeks to nurture (out of the nest).  This is natural.

C. Fathers are called to action which means that one enemy is inactivity (passivity).

1. A faithful father fulfilling the creation mandate is not passive.  This requires:

• Initiative (called to serve by leading)
• Responsibility (even in the fall God holds Adam responsible)
• Authority (a husband is the head of his wife)
• Sacrifice (humility calls us to consider others more important)
• Love (our heart cannot be cold because God loved us in Christ)

2. Let me exhort you to take a small step forward in dominion.  How?

• Do the hardest thing first (we can seek to avoid) 
• Run to the battle (what needs done next)
• Keep your domain in order (God is a God of order)

D. How can we fight the pull and temptation of passivity?

1. We need a conviction about being a faithful father (word of God).

2. We need vision to see where we are leading our family (read good books and get counsel
from someone you respect).

3. We need strength (parenting drives us to pray).

4. We need a faithful helpmeet (wife).  Her brain and assistance is vital (team). 

5. We need the gift of repentance (who is sufficient for this task?).

E. Where does this leave the single man?  He also has the heart of a father.  If younger, he is wise
to prepare for a future spouse.  If older, there is still a heart of a father for others.

1. Remember God is sovereign (he joins two people together).
2. Remember singleness is a gift (to serve the Lord but loneliness is hard).
3. Remember you can always serve God and His purposes.
4. Remember maturity and eternal rewards do not hinge on marriage.

F. For all of us, we need examples in our lives.

1. Look to men with families you respect and ask questions about how to be an effective
father.  We can learn from the Scriptures and one another.
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Ex: We were not all raised with a good example.  A leader is never stuck.

III. What is the ultimate human example of a father?

A. The ultimate human example is Jesus Christ.

1. What?  In His earthly ministry Jesus never married, He never adopted, so why would Jesus
be the ultimate example?  What does He know about being a father?  It is His name.

Isaiah 9:6 (ESV) “[6] For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.”

2. Jesus is named Everlasting Father.  Why?  Jesus is the kingly protector of His people.

Ex: We say George Washington is the father of our country but it doesn’t mean he
fathered every American (not to be confused with our heavenly Father).

B. The work of Jesus is glorious.  As we consider His work on our behalf we can see the work that
an earthly father performs.

1. Jesus is our Savior.  He lays down His life for His sheep.

John 10:10-15 (ESV) “[10] The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they
may have life and have it abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. [12] He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own
the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them
and scatters them. [13] He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
[14] I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, [15] just as the Father
knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.”

• Jesus lays down His life at the cross once for all.  As a shepherd Jesus lays down His
life for His flock.  Dads, we too lay down our lives to serve (a gospel picture).

• We all need a Savior.  Have you looked to Jesus for life?

2. Jesus is our intercessor.  Jesus prays for us.

Hebrews 7:23-25 (ESV) “[23] The former priests were many in number, because they were
prevented by death from continuing in office, [24] but he holds his priesthood permanently,
because he continues forever. [25] Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who
draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.”

• Jesus prays for us.  Dads, we pray for our family (another gospel picture).
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3. Jesus is our advocate.  He represents us to our heavenly Father.

1 John 2:1 (ESV) “[1[ My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

• Jesus continually represents us.  Dads, when our children are struggling, they need
an advocate.  They need someone who is for them (a father’s heart).

4. Dad, do your kids know of your affection for them?  Do they have a dad who lays down
his life sacrificially?  Who prays for them?  Who advocates for them?

C. What a privilege to be a male, a man, a father.  

1. We make an eternal difference in lives.  We are on the front line.  We lead our family for
the glory of God.

“Every Christian family ought to be as it were a little church consecrated to Christ, and wholly
influenced and governed by his rule.  And family education and order are some of the chief
means of grace.  If these fail, all other means are likely to prove ineffectual.  If these are duly
maintained, all the means of grace will be likely to prosper and be successful.”  Jonathan
Edwards quoted by Mark DeVries, Family-Based Youth Ministry, p. 85

Close

A. Fathers have the privilege of overseeing family education and bringing order.

1. A male is a father or potential father.
2. A father urges, comforts, and insists.
3. All with an eye on Jesus, our Savior and Lord, and our example.

B. Kids ... the exhortation to you is honor your father.  

1. Thank him for the work he does to provide, the work he does to teach and lead, and the
work he does to protect you.  A godly dad is one of God’s best gifts.

Pray

Yet Not I but through Christ in Me
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