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The God of Justice 
Deuteronomy 32:3-4 

 
Intro 
 
In this cultural moment it appears that no virtue is as longed for, fought for and desired than 
justice.  
 
We want justice for those who have died from the excessive force and brutalization of those 
given the task to protect us, we want justice in our political system, we want justice in disparity 
and inequity, justice for the vulnerable and the oppressed. WE WANT JUSTICE  
 
Not new - ancient prophet Amos declared the human longing for justice thousands of years 
ago: 
 
But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. (Amos 
5:24) 
 
Here is terrible irony. In our culture increasingly hostile to biblical Christianity, increasingly 
agnostic and even atheistic. We live in a culture that seeks to distance themselves from the one 
true God in doing so distances themselves from what justice actually means.   
 
Justice originates in God - all real and true justice in this world is derived from him. As image 
bearers of God from devout to godless pagan we carry in our souls a sense of what justice is, an 
innate desire for equity, fairness, and justice for we are created in his image.  
 
If we truly want to understand justice, we must go to the source. In this cultural moment, let’s 
consider the God of justice and how we can reflect his glory in our lives as we seek and pray for 
justice to reign in this land.  
 
Our God is the God of justice and we are a people of justice because we belong to him  
 
Three Points:  

1. The Reign of a Just God  
2. The Rescue from a Just God  
3. The Response to a Just God 

 
II.The Reign of a Just God 

 
A. What does it mean that God is just? To be just means to do what is morally right and fair 

- and he is always and ever righteous in his actions and fair in his judgments.  
 

1.We are told throughout Scripture – Deuteronomy 32 - He IS just - justice is wrapped 
up in his being and as the creator of all things all that is right and fair in this world 
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exists because he is just in his being and has created this world to reflect his glory  
 

B. He is the divine law-giver and the maintainer of divine law 
 

1. Laws in creation - discovered by the scientific process 
 

2. He has communicated his law through his Word and implanted his will in the created 
order - the natural laws we inherently know - theft, murder, etc.   
 

C. He rules and superintends all things in justice and equity - he is not arbitrary or capricious 
 

…Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just? (Genesis 18:25b) 
 

D. He is the standard of righteousness and justice 
 

1. We get it twisted - OUR BENT - in our sin we make ourselves the standard of what is 
right and fair 
 

2. So often foist our self-conceived concept of justice upon God - you are treating me 
unfairly - instead of deriving our understanding of justice from the perfection and 
source of justice.  
 

E. Problem of evil - GOOD QUESTION - problem: we start with ourselves - REALITY OF SIN 
AND just because we can’t understand doesn’t mean that he isn’t fair and just  
 

F. JUSTICE IS MORE THAN FAIRNESS - For God to be just means He upholds the cause of 
broken and needy people. He cares about economic and social injustice - he seeks the 
well-being of those who are oppressed 
 

[17] For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the 
awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. [18] He executes justice for the 
fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. 
(Deuteronomy 10:17-18) 
 

G. So biblically defined justice is not only treating others with fairness it also has to do with 
charity and generosity - mercy and love   
 

H. God is the source of justice and the maintainer of righteousness - perfectly so – 
unwavering 
 

1. He won’t “wink” at sin - let things slide 
 

2. A perfect judge with absolute, perfect standards that originate and flow out of his 
divine righteousness - DEUT. 32:4 - THE ROCK ALL HIS WAYS JUSTICE 
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I. Big problem for us - for in ourselves we are not just - we are sinners - we are rebellious 
against God - we are not just when judged by his perfect standards - apart from divine 
grace we all stand under his judgment. For God to remain just he must punish 
lawbreakers  
 

III.The Rescue from a Just God 
 

A. We need a way to stand in the right before a just God who will not overlook the smallest 
infraction of his righteous commands and will give every sinner their righteous due - his 
judgment against our rebellion executing the fullness of his perfect justice.  
 

B. BAD NEWS - MAKES THE GOSPEL SUCH GOOD NEWS  
 

[23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and are justified by his grace as 
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25] whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. [26] It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:23-26) 
 

C. The Gospel is the revelation that this one, perfect in justice, has provided a way that we 
may stand “not guilty” before him.  
 

1. AT THE CROSS - WE FIND THE SAVIOR - THE CHRIST - he had no sin - Our sin was laid 
upon him - our sin punished in him in his death 
 

2. He has died and was raised - all so that those who come to him, aware of our need to 
be rescued from wrath, all those who humble themselves and receive his grace - his 
innocence accounted as ours - his righteousness imputed to us - credited to us 
 

a) God can and does say “not guilty” and maintain his perfect standard of justice and 
righteousness - Just AND the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus 
 

3. Not a lowering of the law - Jesus fulfilled the law in our place so that we might stand 
justified before a God of perfect justice.  
 

D. AT THE CROSS The pure, unsullied justice of God sings in life-giving harmony with the 
infinite mercy of God  
 

What righteousness was there revealed  
That sets the guilty free  
That justifies ungodly men  
And calls the filthy clean?  
A righteousness that proved to all  
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Your justice has been met  
And holy wrath is satisfied  
Through one atoning death (The Glory of the Cross - Bob Kauflin) 
 

E. The rescue from the judgment of God comes from our just God in such a way that his 
righteousness and justice are not violated  
 

[8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. [9] If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9) 
 

F. What is your relationship to the judge of the whole earth - this God of justice? 
 

1. God can’t just “forgive” - for God to do that would mean that he would not be just 
 

2. In his mercy and wisdom - he has made a sure way for your guilt to be cleared - 
covered over in his grace - THE CROSS OF CHRIST 
 

3. Repent and believe - JUSTIFIER OF THOSE WHO HAVE FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST - NOT 
WORKS 
 

4. THE DECLARATION TODAY - NOT GUILTY 
 

BELOVED - We live in the good of sins forgiven, guilt taken away, righteousness credited to us 
though we are sinners still. God has preserved his justice and made a way for our guilt and his 
wrath to be taken away. BROUGHT US FROM THE COURTROOM TO THE FAMILY ROOM - PURE 
RIGHTEOUS JUDGE - RIGHTEOUS, LOVING FATHER - This reality does not stand alone - this 
justification of ours is always accompanied by transformation. His grace not only forgives and 
justifies us, his grace empowers and motivates us to glorify him in the pursuit of justice.  
 
IV. The Response to a Just God 

 
A. Justification is apart from works but not divorced from works 

 
1. In trusting Christ - our hearts are transformed and we pursue a lifestyle of 

righteousness and justice because we serve a just God - because we love him and 
delight in who he is 
 

B. Number of ways that we respond to “the God who is Just” 
 

1. We live our daily lives before the judge of the whole earth 
 

a) God cares about the way we live - he has not ceased to care about righteousness 
because we have been justified - discernible effect 
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(1) In marriage  
(2) Personal integrity - things done in private  

 
2. Respond to the God of justice when we trust that he will take care of us - set 

everything right in due time  
 

a) We can get confused - we see the wicked prosper, we see people getting away 
with evil, injustice being done to us and others. 

b) God being just means that he has not overlooked, forgotten, he will repay, he will 
judge justly in due course - justice executed in fullness  
 

(1) If we don’t see it in this life - the coming of Christ is when everything is set to 
the way it should be 

(a) He came the first time to deal with sin - coming judge 
 

3. Our calling is to not only care about justice but to do those things that help to bring 
justice into this world - personal responsibility 
 

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8) 
 

4. It is unjust that:  
 

a) Babies are murdered in the womb 
b) That minorities face discrimination, hatred, and partiality  
c)That our elderly and our sick are encouraged and assisted in committing suicide  
d) Sex trafficking continues throughout this country and across the world  
e) That ethnic groups are accused of guilt because of transgressions that they have 

never personally committed - condemned for immutable characteristics like skin 
color 

f) Not allowed to think or speak our minds freely without fear of being canceled  
g) That religious liberty is endangered and the free exercise of religion is considered 

that which is hateful and must be silenced 
 

Illustration: Prominent church in Alabama - pastor likes a couple of tweets - Housing authority 
and schools district cut ties - that is called justice?!!! 
 

5. We seek to reflect God’s cares about the oppressed, poor! AUTHENTIC CHRISTIAN 
SPIRITUALITY Has a heart for justice - mercy for the vulnerable and the marginalized!  
 

[6] “Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of 
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? [7] Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 
naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? (Isaiah 58:6-7) 
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a) We care for: 

(1) The genocide against our unborn children - “reproductive justice” - justice 
can mean anything at that point - calling evil good - We lend our voice and 
resources to Adopting, giving, volunteering - GRATEFUL FOR LHC 

(2) The reality of the lingering effects of 100s of years of oppression and racism 
against our black neighbors in this country - naive if we think there are not 
lingering effects and consequences - we who care about justice would do well 
be leaning in to hear the anguish of our neighbors - seeking to hear and 
understand and pray and support and encourage those who have suffered and 
are suffering - not quick to shrug off or minimize  

(a) With wisdom - recognizing that some organizations and movements 
tackling these issues have other agendas - not mindless - thoughtful - read 
up before jumping into the cultural narratives - innocent as doves and 
shrewd as serpents  

(3) We seek to care for and love the vulnerable poor and the immigrant - some 
of us might find a gentler tone and a heart of compassion if for instance we 
were in churches that friends of mine pastor by the border - pastors in TX with 
husband and family separated  

(4) It is not easy to walk down the middle of the divide - it takes thoughtfulness 
and courage to resist tribalism - which side are you on? On the side of Christ 
crucified and risen - I care most about his will and my allegiance to his values  
 

Before we think of all the sins that someone else has to repent of and all the ways that 
they’re benighted in their thinking, what if we would start and would pray for a week—I’ve 
found that this is one prayer that the Lord always answers in my life—Lord, show me my sin. 
What have I missed? Expose the dark places of my heart. Would you give me humility 
towards others? And then, what can I do, knowing that we have different vocations, have 
different spots in life? Knowing someone who’s doing legislation on Capitol Hill has a 
different calling than someone who’s busy at home as a mom—but what might I be able to 
do? (Kevin DeYoung) 
 

b) What’s the next right thing Father - what might I be able to do in my home, in my 
church, in my neighborhood? Begin in me O Lord.   

c) MOST IMPORTANTLY - we never lose sight that we have been given the - THIS 
GOSPEL OF RECONCILIATION - WE ARE CALLED TO ACTION BUT NEVER LOSE SIGHT 
THAT TRANSFORMATION OF THE HEART IS WHAT IS MOST NEEDED - BRING 
REVIVAL!!! 

Close 
 
We serve the God of justice and we have been given the responsibility and privilege  
 
Cast our burden on the God of justice  
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We work for justice, we labor, we sacrifice - and we fail, we fall BUT None of these things - good 
or bad - effect the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus Christ that covers over all our sins and clears us 
of all our guilt 
 
For the glory of this great God of justice and righteousness - SONG OF MOSES IN 
DEUTERONOMY - IT IS THE SONG OF HEAVEN 
 
And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 
“Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O 
King of the nations! (Revelation 15:3) 
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