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Longing for Peace 
Psalm 120   

 
Intro 
 
It is hard to wrap my head and my heart around the last several months. Hoped this would be 
pure joy: 
 

- The devastating effects physically, emotionally, economically of the Covid-19 pandemic 
 

- Start to get glimmer of hope that things might be moving toward some semblance of 
normalcy as we move toward reopening and anticipation of summer fun and then we are 
suddenly confronted by another video of injustice against a black man displaying the 
grotesque and despicable death of George Floyd sparking mass protests not only in US but 
around the world that, while many if not most folks at the protests are peacefully utilizing 
their right to assemble, these crowds are also marked by violence, rioting, looting, even 
death 

 

- In this season I trust that we all desire to stand with our black neighbors and other POC in 
resisting in the strongest terms any hint of racism and partiality and I imagine many of us feel 
deep sorrow when we consider the tragic history of mistreatment and racism that many 
have experienced.  

 

- It doesn’t feel like an exaggeration to say that the world is on fire. Seething with sickness, 
anger, violence, and death 

 

- Maybe you’re like me. You are longing for peace and the longer I live the more I realize that 
peace is at best elusive. Conflict dies down but only for a moment. The next crisis is just 
around the corner. Even our most peaceful moments are imperfect.  

 
Our Psalm this morning reflects that longing for true and lasting peace in a world of conflict, 
injustice, and violence. Psalm 120 reflects the distress and prayer of the embattled believer 
making their pilgrimage through this world and gives voice to a prayer and lament before the 
Lord intended to serve us, the people of God, we who are also sojourners, pilgrims in this World  
 
Song of Ascent - songs that pilgrims sang together as the made traveled to Jerusalem for the 3 
major feasts - Jesus sang this song! 
 
And I present it here for our consideration and application as we make our way back into 
regular fellowship in the weeks ahead. For each one of us who are making our pilgrim way 
together to the New Jerusalem - the celestial city of our King.  Three points FIRST: 
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I. His Prayer 
A. v. 1 In my distress I called to the Lord - recounting a past experience in prayer  

 
1. The most appropriate response for us in our distress is to pray 

 
B. His past experience in prayer informs his current prayer of distress - he recounts God’s 

faithfulness in responding to his prayer of distress - “I called and he answered me” 
 
1. Models for us an appropriate way to build faith into prayer by remembering and 

recounting past answers to prayer  
 

C. “He answered me” - oh the comfort we have in that God is attentive to our cries of 
distress - prayerful groans of distress are not only expected but encouraged by God  
 

[22] For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. [23] And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of 
our bodies. (Romans 8:22-23) 
 

1. To thee I bring each rising grief - so says the hymn writer  
 

D. V. 2 - we learn the reason for his distress - deliver me O Lord from lying lips & a 
deceitful tongue  
 
1. We discover that this pilgrim is being maligned, lies are being hurled at him, others 

are seeking to discredit him 
 

2. Surely some of us know all too well the pain and destruction of slander, libel, 
character assassination  
 

E. This is our pilgrim’s difficult experience and distressing dilemma and he cries out to God 
for relief  
 

F. Application 
 
1. Maybe you can relate. Maybe like me you feel distressed as you survey what is 

happening in our culture and as you encounter the difficult realties of everyday life 
in a fallen world. Maybe you know exactly what it is like to have someone lie about 
you and the distress that accompanies that kind of attack  
 

Illustration: ONLY GOING TO DEEPEN The rise of deep fakes.  
 
In late 2018, Gabon's president Ali Bongo had not been seen in public for months. Rumors 
were swirling that he was no longer healthy enough for office or even that he had died. In an 
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attempt to allay these concerns and reassert Bongo’s leadership over the country, his 
administration announced that he would give a nationwide televised address on New Years 
Day. 
 
In the video address…Bongo appears stiff and stilted, with unnatural speech and facial 
mannerisms. The video immediately inflamed suspicions that the government was concealing 
something from the public. Bongo’s political opponents declared that the footage was a deep 
fake and that the president was incapacitated or dead. Rumors of a deep fake 
conspiracy spread quickly on social media. 
The political situation in Gabon rapidly destabilized. Within a week, the military had launched 
a coup—the first in the country since 1964—citing the New Year’s video as proof that 
something was amiss with the president. (He is still in office) (Forbes, “Deep fakes are Going 
to Wreak Havoc on Society, We are Not Prepared”) 
 
We are generating new ways to lie about others. As Christians we should be prepared in an 
increasingly hostile culture, we may rightly anticipate slander and deceitful accusations leveled 
at us. We are wise to prepare and not be overly surprised. 
 

2. How sweet - how sweet it is that we are invited to bring all of our distress to the 
Lord - he does not despise us in our weakness - oh no he specializes in rushing 
toward us in our distress  
 

For all his resplendent glory and dazzling holiness, his supreme uniqueness and otherness, no 
one in human history has ever been more approachable than Jesus Christ…the minimum bar 
to be enfolded into the embrace of Jesus is simply: open yourself up to him. It is all he needs. 
Indeed, it is the only thing he works with. (Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly) 
 

3. In those moments of distress, when you feel alone in your distress and comforters 
feel distant - our right - our vindication is with our God  
 

But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely 
my right is with the LORD, and my recompense with my God.” (Isaiah 49:4) 
 

4. Let us ensure as well that do not become the cause of distress - we don’t allow 
ourselves to engage in anything that tears others down - DELIVER ME from 
temptation  
 

The wounds of the tongue are like the piercings of a sword. Innocence is no shield against the 
slanders invented by the father of lies, and spread abroad by his children. But let the 
righteous patiently endure such evil reports, only being concerned that they give no cause for 
them. (William Plumer) 
 
 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/02/13/how-sick-president-suspect-video-helped-sparked-an-attempted-coup-gabon/
https://twitter.com/Archyppe/status/1080483842383904768
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II. His Anticipation  
 
A. v. 3 his anticipation of God’s response to his prayer is that these deceitful enemies is 

that God would rain down sharp arrows and burning coals upon their heads. PRETTY 
INTENSE NO?  
 
1. Violent imagery being brought into prayer - hey I know it’s not pleasant my dude 

but death and destruction. Are we even allowed to say this sort of thing in our 
prayers?  
 

B. Two things to consider  
 
1. This kind of violent judgment is actually only a dim reflection of what is the just due 

of all who practice deceit and sin apart from divine grace  
 

But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and 
sulfur, which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:8) 
 

a) Unless we receive the forgiving and justifying grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, we 
will all find ourselves under the righteous judgement of God for our sin including 
our deceit. This is serious business. Much more than some arrows and coals. 
  

2. The Psalms are our prayer book and, in these Psalms, we find, from time to time, 
the psalmist praying an imprecatory prayer - a curse being prayed down upon 
enemies. There is a place for righteous anger in our prayer. 
  

Illustration: Counselor at camp - college - tear it down 
 

3. WE MUST BE CAREFUL - BREAK GLASS IN CASE OF EMERGENCY - OUR CALL IS TO 
PRAY FOR REPENTANCE FOR OUR ENEMIES - YET THERE ARE TIMES 
 

While it is a terrible thing to desire God’s judgment to fall upon unrepentant creatures, it is 
worse still for evil to go unpunished. (William Ross) 
 

4. The persecuted global church may be more aware of how to use prayers like these 
 

5. Did not our Savior teach us to pray “Thy kingdom come” and yes even here we 
remember that when the Lord Jesus Christ does fully and finally bring his kingdom 
into a new heavens and new earth at his return it will be the greatest blessing of the 
people of God and the greatest horror for the enemies of God for he comes to judge 
the world in righteousness. Maranatha, come Lord Jesus means that too… 
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III. His Longing  

 
A. v. 5-7 he explains further reason for his distress - this pilgrim is far from home - living in 

a foreign land among a foreign people - living among their tents 
 

Illustration: CAN RELATE Camping - living in a tent also causes me great distress  
 

B. Too long, he says, have I lived among those who hate peace - I am for peace - I AM 
PEACE - but I’m surrounded by those who are opposed to peace 
 
1. Reflects the longing of our hearts in a world of conflict and violence - we long for 

peace and safety - but we share the perspective of the ancient psalmist as well in 
this day when we see so many who don’t want peace 
 

Illustration: Social media - toxic - accusation and slander and anger - revealing what is in the 
heart - what one feels safe to say on their phone that maybe they wouldn’t ever say in person 
 

C. War and conflict are mainstays of humanity and so often the peace we long for is so 
elusive. Kid in the 80s people were always talking about praying for “world peace” - 
don’t hear that as much anymore - maybe we gave up  
 

D. Our longing for peace must not be inwardly contained but we are called to express our 
desire for peace in our ethics  
 

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8) 
 

1. These are the things that make for peace - justice, kindness, humility before God - 
this cultural moment is an opportunity to examine our way and seek to rid ourselves 
of injustice and as is being brought into sharp relief in this cultural moment - any 
sense of ethnic superiority, bigotry and racism  
 

If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. (Romans 12:18) 
DO WHAT WE CAN  
 
Good men love peace, pray for it, seek it, pursue it, will give anything but a good conscience 
for it. (William Plumer) 
 

2. Thank God for those who risk it all to protect the peace - Tyler Margeson out on the 
streets late into the night - putting themselves in harm’s way so that we can 
experience peace - thankless - opposed -Rom. 13 those who wield the sword against 
evil are a gift from God - every evil cop should be face justice and be punished as 
well - but we don’t lose sight  
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E. At best, at best, whatever peace we work for and experience will be partial, imperfect, 
wait 5 minutes and a new conflict will arise - we long for that peace - we work for that 
peace - but this is a longing that cannot be finally and fully fulfilled by anything in this 
world - C.S. Lewis helps to explain why: 
 

Creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for those desires exists. A baby feels 
hunger: well, there is such a thing as food. A duckling wants to swim: well, there is such a 
thing as water. Men feel sexual desire: well, there is such a thing as sex. If I find in myself a 
desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I 
was made for another world. (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity) 
 

1. We long for peace like the psalmist because we are created for another world - a 
new world that is coming at the return of Christ - for when he comes will purge all 
causes of animosity, violence, and injustice - world of peace that is coming - Lord 
haste that day 
 

2. We make our way to the new Jerusalem as those who have received his redeeming 
grace - In his cross we find him reconciling us to across every ethnic line  
 

[13] But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. [14] For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in 
his flesh the dividing wall of hostility (Ephesians 2:13-14) 
 

3. He is the prince of peace, he is the giver of peace  
  

4. CALL TO UNBELIEVERS - SUBSTITUTIONARY DEATH - RECONCILE  
 

5. WE EXPERIENCE A FORETASTE OF THAT PEACE NOW 
  

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. 
And be thankful. (Colossians 3:15) 
 

6. One body - unity in diversity - that is where the peace of Christ reigns 
  

F. Application  
 
1. To a church in distress, to the marginalized, to those suffering fiery trials - Peter  

 
[13] Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully 
on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 1:13) 
 

2. AS WE WAIT - Not passive - we work for the things that make for peace - energized 
by the prince of peace - our hope is not ultimately in any peace we may be granted 
to enjoy in this world - our hope is in the grace that will brought at the revelation of 
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Jesus Christ - FOR THEN - THEN ALL WE WILL KNOW IS THE PEACE OF GOD.  
 

Close  
 
As we make our pilgrim way through this life. We listen to this ancient pilgrim in inspired 
Scripture 
 

- We cry out to God in our distress  

- With the expectation that God will rightly judge all evil and set all injustice right in his time 

- WE WORK FOR PEACE Even as we long for that blessed promised peace  

- MARANATHA - PRINCE OF PEACE 
 


