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To God Be Glory Forever 
Romans 11:33-36   

 
Intro 
 
In our journey through Romans 1-11 over these past couple of years we have been learning and 
pressing into dense Gospel doctrine. Ours has been, I trust, a learning experience in many ways, 
learning and leaning into theology. I pray that in ways some discernible, perhaps others not 
even discerned, our intellects and understanding have been and are being informed and 
adjusted by the Word of God  
 
John Stott issues a warning to those who are committed to sound doctrine and understanding 
of biblical theology: 
 
The worship of God is evoked, informed and inspired by the vision of God. Worship without 
theology is bound to degenerate into idolatry. Hence the indispensable place of Scripture in 
both public and private devotion. It is the Word of God which calls forth the worship of God. 
On the other hand, there should be no theology without doxology. There is something 
fundamentally flawed about a purely academic interest in God. God is not an appropriate 
object for cool, critical, detached, scientific observation and evaluation. No, the true 
knowledge of God will always lead us to worship, as it did Paul. Our place is on our faces 
before him in adoration…we must “beware equally of an undevotional theology and of an 
untheological devotion.” (John Stott, BST: Romans) 
 
I would suggest if one wants to understand if a church is devotional in their theology and 
theological in their devotion, one need only look at the songs that they sing and the way in 
which they sing them.  
 
There is a segment of the Christian worship music realm that is intensely devotional but light on 
clear, theological substance.  
 
Illustration: eye roll - heaven meets earth like a sloppy, wet kiss 
 
I would imagine that some of us know what it’s like to be in a church service where theologically rich 
hymns are sung - yet apparently these glorious truths are doing little for the spiritual and emotional life 
of those present - singing glories as if it was a chore: 

 
Many scholars and professors who teach the Bible are atheists  
 
BUT it is when rich theology lands upon us in a way that shapes our minds and thrills our hearts 
it is then that we are fully engaged in the worship of God and have an internal zeal to do the 
will of God.  
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End of Romans 11 - these chapters have been a glorious explanation of the Gospel - next week 
in chapter 12 we get to the “do” - the way we are called to live our lives under the reign of 
grace 
 
Paul pauses to worship  
 
This is devotional theology - it is theological devotion 
 
Doxology - Heights of worship rooted in rich theology - model and inform our worship  
 
Directs our gaze to God himself - this is not about us - this is about him 
 
Three points to help us behold and worship God - BEHOLD  
 
I. Behold the Depths of God 

A. Chapters 1-11 are the densest, most thorough explanation of gospel doctrine in all of 
Scripture - 9-11 Paul navigates through theological instruction on God’s sovereign 
freedom in election and mercy, through chapter 11 we’ve been instructed about God’s 
purpose and plan for ethnic Israel  
1. No cold and lifeless orthodox discourse on doctrine - NO! These doctrines land upon 

Paul’s soul like an atom bomb as God intends that they also do in us - doctrines 
intended by God to explode with brilliance in our hearts and minds provoking 
astonished, amazed wonder = WORSHIP - this is theology that sings and sets our 
souls to dancing  
 

B. Verse 33 OH! We should perceive him crying out in exclamation in response to the 
theology he has penned - OH The depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 
God  
1. The depth of the riches of God  

a) For he owns all things, he is supremely wealthy in glory and in grace. Heaven is 
the riches place in the universe - he is supremely generous - no stinginess in him 
   

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing 
that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? (Romans 2:4) 
 
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing 
his riches on all who call on him. (Romans 10:12) 
 
Illustration: All the billionaire big shots of this world are living well below the poverty line in 
comparison  
 

2. Oh, the depth of the wisdom of God  
a) He is the genius of heaven, the divine counselor in him are all riches of wisdom  
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For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; (Proverbs 
2:6) 
 
Psalm 16 the psalmist declares - I bless the Lord who gives me counsel in the night  
 

3. Oh, the depth of the knowledge of God  
a) There is nothing that the does not know from beginning to end - omniscient - all 

knowing - nothing escapes his understanding - all things unfurl out of the depths 
of his knowledge  
 

Illustration: MIGHT REFER - HE IS A DEEP PERSON - person of real substance - the deepest 
human only a fractured and dim echo of the deepness of God - a protozoa in comparison to his 
depths  
 

4. Do you need a provider - there is only one - do you desire wisdom - he has more 
than enough - he knows what he is doing  
 

C. HOW! how unsearchable are his judgments and inscrutable his ways - inscrutable - 
impossible to understand or interpret  
 

[8] For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
LORD. [9] For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9) 
 

D. Ever revelation of his judgments and ways is condescending grace - we see only the tip 
of the iceberg concerning his ways and workings - The full comprehension of his 
greatness remains unknowable to our finite minds - yet we know that  
 

“The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without 
iniquity, just and upright is he. (Deuteronomy 32:4) 
 

E. While we only see a fraction of the multitudinous sovereign workings of his judgments 
and his ways - yet, out of the depths of his riches and wisdom he has revealed that 
which is of supreme worth - that which we need most, himself in the person of his 
beloved Son - these depths and judgments and ways Paul is describing are seen in 
relation of the revelation of the Gospel - Romans context 
 

[23] but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, [24] but to 
those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
[25] For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men. (1 Corinthians 1:23-25) 
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F. Application 
1. On the heels of instruction concerning the doctrines of grace - in 9-11 - 

predestination, election, of God’s sovereign freedom in his mercy - his choosing a 
people by his grace - yet we are reminded that there is much mystery - he has 
revealed things truly to us yet there is an unsearchability in his judgments and 
inscrutability in his ways  

2. How does this all work? Much mystery in the workings and ways for God - Yet that 
mystery should never leave us questioning the goodness of God or arguing with his 
judgments and ways - those mysteries should lead us into the worship of God  

3. Humble ourselves before him in the face of our circumstances and suffering - WHY? 
 

The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us 
and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. (Deuteronomy 29:29) 
 

4. MANY SECRET THINGS - THINGS REVEALED - He has revealed his loving-kindness - 
the focal point of his love in the revelation and redemption of the Lord Jesus Christ - 
in the face of very raw and real questions - we bring our sorrows and questions 
before our God - ultimately we rest in the reality that he is God - we knew 
everything he knows we would agree with his judgments and his ways 
  

As one grows in Christ, there won’t be less mystery. But there ought to be more humility, that 
we may be more at rest in the presence of divine mystery. (C.J. Mahaney)  
 
 
BEHOLD THE DEPTHS OF GOD  
 
II. Behold the Sufficiency of God  

A. Verses 34-35 Paul mingles together OT Scriptures and ideas as he continues his 
doxology - his worship written down - verse 34 - who has known the mind of the Lord or 
who has been his counselor  
 

[12] Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens 
with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in scales 
and the hills in a balance? [13] Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows 
him his counsel? [14] Whom did he consult, and who made him understand? Who taught him 
the path of justice, and taught him knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding? 
(Isaiah 40:12-14) 
 

1. RHETORICAL - when disaster strikes, when life is falling apart, we may be tempted to 
want to give God some advice  
  

Illustration: Zealous Christians who died too soon - Keith Green, Jim Elliot - seems like it would 
be better to have them around.  
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“…not everyone dies in God's timing.” He doesn’t need us to make excuses for him - who has 
known the mind of the Lord or presumes to be his counselor? We must never presume upon his 
will.  
 

B. Verse 35 he pulls from Job 
 

Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole heaven is 
mine. (Job 41:11) 
 

1. He has need of nothing for he possesses all things. None can put him in their debut 
or presume to repay him for his blessings 

2. He is the gift giver we are ever and only the recipients of his gifts  
a) Every attempt to win him over is destined to fall and in an insult to the God of all 

grace - as if HE NEEDED US  
b) Every expression of self-righteousness of presuming that our little actions of 

goodwill would somehow make God indebted to us is ridiculous  
 

Illustration: A Debtor to Mercy Alone  
 
So, however the rust of self-righteous pride (and a cursed rust it is: may God’s Spirit file it off 
from all our souls) however that rust may adhere to us at present; yet, when we come to 
stand before the throne, and before the Lamb, it will be all done away, and we shall sing in 
one full, everlasting chorus, with elect angels and elect men, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us. 
(Augustus Toplady) 
 

C. Application 
1. No room for pride in the presence of God. Everything we have and enjoy - 

everything we have accomplished and achieved ultimately must be credited to the 
grace and blessing of God. 
 

Illustration: You didn’t build that  
…What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if 
you did not receive it? (1 Corinthians 4:7) 
 

2. He has no need of us - our advice, our efforts thank you very much - HERE’S GRACE - 
HE HAS chosen to bless us and live in and with us - he is pleased to use us in his 
cause and workings in the world - this is cause for wonder and joy  
 

Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures. (James 1:18) 
 
BEHOLD THE DEPTHS OF GOD, BEHOLD THE SUFFICIENCY OF GOD  
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III. Behold the Glory of God  
A. v. 36 concludes this doxology with rich and dense theology  

1. From him and Through him and To him are All things  
 

B. From him are all things  
 

‘Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and 
by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you. (Jeremiah 32:17) 
 

1. He is the creator of all things, He is the source and supply, He is the genesis and the 
author, he is the uncaused causer, he is the origin of and authority over all things 
a) FROM HIM ARE ALL THINGS  

 
C. Through him are all things 

 
And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, (1 Corinthians 1:30) 
 

1. He is the sustainer and provider 
 

yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.  
(1 Corinthians 8:6) 
 

2. There is none before him and none beside him in his majesty and power 
3. He gives power to the weak and to those who have no might he increases strength 
4. He declares I will strengthen you; I will help you I will uphold you with my righteous 

right hand  
 

D. To Him are all things  
 

[15] He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. [16] For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. [17] And he is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. (Colossians 1:15-17) 
 

1. He himself is the goal and culmination of history. All things must bend to his will. All 
thrones and rulers and authorities must kneel before him. 

2. All of history is being superintended and skillfully to the consummation of all things  
a) IN THE DAY OF CHRIST AS HE RETURNS AND TAKES HIS RIGHTFUL PLACE AS KING 

OVER A NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH - WE WILL SEE HIM - WE WILL SEE HIM 
AND WE WILL BE LIKE HIM FOR WE SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS - NO NEED OF A SUN 
FOR THE LAMB HIMSELF WILL BE THE LIGHT IN THE MIDST OF HIS PEOPLE  

3. THEN as the waters cover the see so shall the earth be filled with the glory of God 
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All of salvation, from its origin in eternity to its consummation in the New Creation, is of 
grace alone by the sacrifice of Christ alone, mediated to human beings by the Spirit of God 
alone, received empty-handed by faith alone. And because it is all without any exception 
from grace, it is all without any exception to his glory. (Christopher Ash, Teaching Romans, p. 
138) 
 

4. FROM HIM AND THROUGH HIM AND TO HIM ARE ALL THINGS - TO HIM BE GLORY 
FOREVER AMEN! 
 

To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. (Jude 25) 
 

E. O FEAR THE LORD AND GIVE GLORY TO HIS NAME - REJOICE WITH TREMBLING BEFORE 
OUR GREAT GOD - LET US ADD OUR AMEN - LET IT EVER AND ALWAYS BE SO - TO GOD 
BE THE GLORY FOREVER AND EVER AND EVER AMEN  
 

F. Application 
1. WE MUST NOTE THAT Paul is expressing that the grace of God in the Gospel 

reverses that horrible expression of our sinful hearts  
 

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. (Romans 1:21) 
 

a) BECAUSE OF THE GOSPEL - the foolish and darkened ARE CLEANSED AND WE 
rise to the true AND GRATEFUL worship of OUR living God! 

2. WORD TO THE SUFFERING - Psalm 77 
a) Cry to the Lord, when I remember God I moan, I’m so troubled I cannot speak 

 
[7] “Will the Lord spurn forever, and never again be favorable? [8] Has his steadfast love 
forever ceased? Are his promises at an end for all time? [9] Has God forgotten to be gracious? 
Has he in anger shut up his compassion?” Selah (Psalm 77:7-9) 
 

b) What does he do with his sorrow and anguish?  
[10] Then I said, “I will appeal to this, to the years of the right hand of the Most High.” 
 
[11] I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember your wonders of old [12] I 
will ponder all your work, and meditate on your mighty deeds. [13] Your way, O God, is holy. 
What god is great like our God? [14] You are the God who works wonders; you have made 
known your might among the peoples. [15b] You with your arm redeemed your people, 
(Psalm 77:10-15) 
 

c) ANGUISH - APPEAL TO HIM - REMEMBER THE DEEDS AND WONDERS - PONDER 
HIS WORKS AND MEDITATE ON HIS MIGHT DEEDS - WHAT GOD IS GREAT LIKE 
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OUR GOD - HE WORKS WONDERS - HE HAS REDEEMED YOU - HE WILL NOT 
ABANDON  

d) EVEN TO THE GRAVE HE WILL SHOW YOU EVERLASTING KINDNESS AS 
GOODNESS AND MERCY CHASES YOU INTO THAT DAY WHEN WE AWAKE IN THE 
PRESENCE OF GOD AND IN THE COMING AGE HE WAITING AND HE IS EAGER TO 
SHOW YOU THE INCOMPARABLE RICHES OF HIS GRACE AND KINDNESS IN 
CHRIST  

e) TO HIM BE THE GLORY FOREVER AND EVER AMEN 
 
Close  
 
What should be our response to our contemplation of God’s supremacy in all the universe? 
Doxology (Doug Moo, NICNT: Romans, p. 762) 
 
USING DOXOLOGY IN FAMILY WORSHIP - START WITH THIS ONE  
 
The discussion of chapters 9-11 comes to its natural and fitting conclusion in a doxology. Paul 
has certainly not provided neat answers to the baffling questions which arise in connexion 
with the subject matter of these three chapters. He has certainly not swept away all the 
difficulties But, if we have followed him through these chapters with serious and open-
minded attentiveness, we may well feel that he has given us enough to enable us to repeat 
the ‘Amen’ of his doxology in joyful confidence that the deep mystery which surrounds us is 
neither a nightmare mystery of meaninglessness nor a dark mystery of arbitrary omnipotence 
but the mystery which will never turn out to be anything other than the mystery of the 
altogether good and merciful and faithful God. (Charles Cranfield, ICC: Romans, p. 592) 
 
The nightmares and mysteries of this world will never turn out to be anything other than the 
mystery of the altogether good and merciful and faithful God  
 
Ours is devotional theology - ours is a theological devotion 
 
FOR To God be the glory forever Amen.  
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