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The Kindness and Severity of God  
Romans 11:11-24 

 
Intro 
 
A sad and pernicious evil has marked the Christian church at various times and in various places - the evil 
of racism  
 
The reprehensible believe that one is superior to another because of ethnic heritage - a belief that leads 
one to treat those of other ethnic backgrounds as less then, and even to hold them worthy of contempt 
and violence  
 
Tragically we are all aware of the fact that there were many Christians who approved of the 
enslavement of African men, women, and children and who themselves where slaveholders. And many 
churches in the south that approved of Jim Crowe laws, segregation of the races and even some to do 
this who claim the name of Christ who condemn interracial marriage and advocate for separation. God 
have mercy and cleanse his church from this hatred and filth! 
 
One group that has experienced historic racism from all sorts of people throughout the last couple 
thousand years is the Jewish people.  
 
Church is not immune to this particular form of racism. In fact, tragically, at various times those within 
the church have led the charge to ridicule and condemn those of Jewish ethnicity  
 
The great reformer Martin Luther near the end of his life penned the despicable treatise entitled “On 
the Jews and Their Lies” in which he denounced the Jews and urged their persecution. His writings so 
reprehensible that 400 years later “On the Jews and Their Lies” was displayed at Nazi rallies.  
 
Now, to be clear, there is an important discussion to be had about historic figures, even heroes of the 
faith who we must remember were sinners themselves and located in a specific time and worldview but 
the stain of racism remains. That is discussion for another time.  
 
We need not rehash the persecution and subjugation of the Jews from Egypt to the Holocaust and even 
some to this very day who view the Jewish people with contempt and hatred. It is not hard to find 
crimes against ethnic Jews happening daily across the world and even right here in our country - Anti-
defamation league calculated 1,879 acts of violence against Jews in 2018 alone as schools and kosher 
markets and synagogues are attacked.  
 
It should go without saying but still I must say that at Living Hope Church we condemn in the clearest 
and loudest terms, any hint of ethnic superiority, racism, partiality, and hatred against others. These 
evils have no place in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is right that we examine ourselves in this and 
repent where appropriate for the bigotry and racism that can linger in our hearts.  
 
Our text this morning implicitly asks and answers the question “How then shall we view Israel?” - the 
Jewish people. Next two weeks we will focus our attention here because as we are working our way 
through Romans, the people of Israel, the Jewish people are given special attention and we are 
instructed by God himself on how we should think about and feel about the Jewish people.  
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- There are some who give undue prominence to the modern-day nation of Israel and build whole 
ministries on parsing out OT prophecies and how they apply to Israel becoming an official nation in 
May of 1948 

- There are some who believe, in light of the coming of Christ, that the NT church has subsumed and 
replaced Israel in the plan and promises of God  

- Likely many of us who probably don’t give it a whole lot of thought to this topic at all 
 
Our text reveals how God thinks about the Jewish people, reveals his plan and purpose for them and 
instructs us how to think and interact with the Jewish people - with humility and appreciation and 
compassion and care. More an opportunity to reflect on our own lives in light of the grace of God.  
 
Two points  

I. God’s Plan for Israel  
II. II. A Warning to the Gentiles 

 
I. God’s Plan for Israel  

A. Context 9-11 is answering the question “If so many Jewish people - the OT covenant people of 
God have rejected the Gospel, does this mean that God’s Word has failed and he has reneged 
on his promises?” 
 

B. Last week in the first part of chapter 11 we saw that God has not rejected the Jewish people - 
they have rejected him - and rather God is at work in every generation choosing a remnant - 
choosing people for himself by his grace - even as let’s many do exactly what they want to do in 
opposing the Lord Jesus Christ  
 

C. 11:7-10 describes God’s judgment on those who have rejected the gospel - he has given them a 
spirit of stupor - v. 9 in calling down the judgment of Psalm 69 - that their sinful rejection of the 
Christ would be a stumbling block for them  
 

D. Verse 11 - Paul asks - “did they stumble in order that they might fall” IOW utterly fall down 
never to get up - fall beyond recovery - BY NO MEANS! Even in this context of rejection and 
judgment - God is working a gracious purpose - a master plan described in out text  
1. Through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles  

 
[46] And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be 
spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we 
are turning to the Gentiles. [47] For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “‘I have made you a light 
for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” (Acts 13:46-47) 
 

a) Goes out because of their rejection - we thank God that this greatest of blessings has 
come to us gentiles  

2. For another grand purpose - to make Israel Jealous - he’s already stated this in 10:19 and he 
does so again in 11:14 
 

E. Verse 12 - If their trespass - rejecting the gospel - means riches for the gentiles because the 
gospel has been proclaimed to them - how much more will their full inclusion mean! 
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1. So here is a new wrinkle for us to consider and Paul will go on to explain - full inclusion - 
doesn’t mean every Jew - “fullness” - there is a future reality now beginning to be 
prophesied of a fulness of Israel who will believe the Gospel that will literally fulfill many 
promises in the OT and will ultimately magnify the riches of God’s grace with greater clarity 
to a watching universe 
 

F. Verses 13-14 - Paul brings his gaze up from the scroll and looks us dead in the eye - Now I am 
speaking to you Gentiles - YOU - LISTEN UP GENTILES - YOU  
1. Paul reminds us that he an apostle to the Gentiles  

 
But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. (Acts 9:15) 
 

2. Inasmuch as this is so - I magnify my ministry - I make a big deal about this specific ministry 
to the Gentiles - in order to make my fellow Jews jealous and thus save some. Wow! 
REMARKABLE - SAVE THROUGH JEALOUSY 
 

Illustration: Become a Christian at 27 and entered a world of jargon - aversion to I covet your prayers - 
using a sin category in a positive way - I lust for your prayers - we can still be friends 
 
If something desired is in itself good, a blessing from God, which he means all his people to enjoy, 
then to ‘covet’ it and to ‘envy’ those who have it is not at all unworthy. This kind of desire is right in 
itself, and to arouse it can be a realistic motive in ministry. (John Stott, BST: Romans, p. 297) 
 

G. Wait a second Paul - you have taught us that God is sovereign over salvation. Haven’t you told 
us that all God’s elect are his because he chosen them by grace in Christ? What’s this talk about 
trying to make the Jews jealous so that you can save some of them?  
1. He knows and we should know that God is sovereign in his grace, reigning over all things 

including the salvation of sinners - but he uses means - he uses the words and actions of 
men and women to accomplish his gracious calling of his elect.  
a) The same inspired apostle who declares God’s purpose in election is to choose even 

those who were not yet born before they had done anything good or bad is the same 
apostle who declares in 1 Corinthians 9:22 - I have become all things to all people, that 
by all means I might save some - both are true  
 

Illustration: Throughout history men and women who have derived comfort and strength from the 
doctrines of God’s sovereign grace have laid aside their comforts, indeed their very lives, to go and 
proclaim the Gospel for the salvation of sinners. EDWARDS TO THE INDIANS, WILLIAM CAREY TO INDA, 
DAVID LIVINGSTONE TO AFRICA, JUDSON TO BURMA, and on and on - GOD IS SOVEREIGN IN HIS 
ELECTION OF GRACE AND NO-ONE WILL BE SAVED BUT THAT MEN AND WOMEN LAY DOWN THEIR 
LIVES AND PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL.  
 

b) Both are true and necessary  
 

H. Verse 15 - rejection means reconciliation of the world - now the gospel has spread out into the 
Gentile world - what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead - their acceptance by 
God will be a glorious resurrection as ethnic children of Abraham come into the fullness of the 
promise  
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I. Verse 16 - two Pictures - first is dough  
1. If the dough offered as first fruits is holy so is the whole lump  

 
[20] Of the first of your dough you shall present a loaf as a contribution; like a contribution from the 
threshing floor, so shall you present it. [21] Some of the first of your dough you shall give to the LORD 
as a contribution throughout your generations. (Numbers 15:20-21) 
 

a) This illustrating that the remnant of grace - that God has been choosing throughout 
each generation - that is a foretaste that will reach back into the rest of the nation of 
Israel - holiness meaning here set apart for God  

2. Root is holy - so are the branches - if the source is holy then the growth from that source is 
holy too 
a) Here Paul is illustrating that there is a future reality for Israel - a purpose that God is 

unfolding  
 

J. Put some things together  
1. 2:28-29 - no-one is a Jew by mere outward appearances or circumcision but a Jew is one 

inwardly by the Spirit - NOT ETHNIC - SPIRITUAL - EVERYONE MUST BECOME  
a) Galatians 3:7 - those of faith are sons of Abraham - 3:29 if you are Christ’s, then you are 

Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise - 1 Peter “you are a chosen race, 
royal priesthood, holy nation” - we could go on   

b) There is a primary sense in which the fulfillment of God’s saving promises is not located 
in a particular nation Israel - BUT IN CHRIST AND SO IN HIS CHURCH UNITED TO HIM  

2. Yet I cannot make sense of this text without understanding this as describing ethnic Jews - is 
he not talking specifically and literally about Gentiles and the rejection of the Jewish 
people?  
 

Paul’s answer as to whether Israel is part of the people of God is both yes and no. (Schreiner)  
 

3. Relationship status - it’s complicated  
 

K. Application 
1. No Jewish person will be saved on the basis of their Jewishness or Judaic religious 

adherence - only way that one can be saved from sin and wrath is through the risen Christ 
of the cross who died as the substitute for sinners bearing the wrath of God we have earned 
and was raised from the dead providing forgiveness of sins and eternal life to any and all 
who will place their faith in him and his finished cross work.  

2. AS WELL it appears that the Jewish people are not exactly alike everyone else in every way - 
in the most ultimate sense - all men and women are equal and the same - sinners in need of 
the Savior - REVEALED God is working a purpose for them - his care for them is evidence - 
we need to recognize our place in this  
 

II. A Warning to Gentiles  
A. 17-18 Agricultural metaphor - God tending his olive tree representing the people of God  

1. Some branches broken off  
 

[16] The LORD once called you ‘a green olive tree, beautiful with good fruit.’ But with the roar of a 
great tempest he will set fire to it, and its branches will be consumed. [17] The LORD of hosts, who 
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planted you, has decreed disaster against you, because of the evil that the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah have done, provoking me to anger by making offerings to Baal.” (Jeremiah 11:16-17) 
 

2. Gentiles - outside of the OT people of God - wild olive shoots - BAND NAME - grafted in the 
nourishing root of the olive tree - what is the root? Is it Jesus? You know I am the vine you 
are the branches. TRUE This illustration is getting at another truth  
 

The root that gives spiritual nourishment to Jewish and Gentile believers alike is the patriarchs as 
recipients and transmitters of the promises of God. (Doug Moo, NICNT: Romans, p. 722) 
 

3. The story of redemptive history is that has made promises to Abraham and David and so 
forth and in Christ God keeping those promises as he creates the people of his grace  
a) IOW Gentiles are included in Jewish promises  

 
[12] remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth 
of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
[13] But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
(Ephesians 2:12-13) 
 

B. Verse 18 - don’t be arrogant toward the natural branches - remember it is not you who support 
the root, but the root that supports you - IOW the root of the people of God as described here 
are the Jewish patriarchs who are the recipients and transmitters of God.  
1. When we are sharing the gospel with a Jewish person, we remember that we are calling 

them into their promises of Messiah - not ours though we claim them - ours is a Jewish 
Savior who emerges from the promises of the Jewish Scriptures - we have been grafted in - 
do not be arrogant! 
 

C. Verse 19-21 rather fear God and kill spiritual pride  
1. Branches broken off to make space for me to grafted in - one could be tempted to feel 

superior to these broken off branches  
2. Broken off by unbelief - you - you are only able to be in the tree - in the pope of God as you 

continue as you stand fast and hold to Christ THROUGH FAITH - not because you are more 
special or extraordinary - Christ is extraordinary - our faith is simply in him  
a) If you do not hold fast you will be broken off too - WOAH - FEAR - REVERENT HUMILITY 

IS ONLY APPROPRIATE - hold fast or broken off 
b) This is a warning that we find throughout Scripture  

 
[1] Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which 
you stand, [2] and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—
unless you believed in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:1-2) 
 
For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 
(Hebrews 3:14) 
 

c) How do we know if we are in Christ - if we hold fast to him  
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D. Verse 22 - Note then the kindness and severity of God - severity to those who have fallen - 
kindness to you PROVIDED YOU CONTINUE IN HIS KINDNESS - REQUIREMENT - what then is 
true? Doesn’t he hold us fast - we must hold fast?  
1. God is sovereign in election and calling by his grace through the Gospel  
2. We must personally believe the Gospel if we will be saved 
3. God keeps those whom he has saved to the end - those he calls he justifies and glorifies - 

nothing can separate us from the love of Christ  
4. We must continue in his kindness to the end if we will be saved  

a) BOTH ARE TRUE - ONE IS THE THEOLOGICAL EXPLANATION - THE OTHER THE 
EXPERIENCE OF LIVING OUT GOD’S GRACE  
 

[12] Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much 
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, [13] for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. (Philippians 2:12-13) 
 
Illustration: Pre-approved for a loan but still have to go through the process 
  

5. Underneath all our efforts and holding and continuing - is our God in his kindness working 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure - this too is grace. 
 

E. Application 
 

The only way we know that God’s sovereign love is upon us is that we continue; we persevere in 
seeking to be like Jesus, until the day we meet Jesus. If that continuing disappears—if we start to live 
for ourselves and live in sin, or start to rely on our own performance for our relationship with God—
then we will and should begin to wonder if his kindness is upon us, if we were ever chosen. (Tim 
Keller, Romans for You, p. 95) 
 
Illustration: My grandmother - no profound experience - are you trusting in Jesus now - oh yes. 
CONTINUE  
 

a) Not endless introspection and doubt of salvation - honest assessment - CONVICTION 
AND REPENTANCE ARE GOD’S KINDNESS - HIS KINDNESS LEADS US TO REPENTANCE  
 

Illustration: The mother holds the child and the child holds the mother but it is the mother’s hold that 
truly matters  
 

2. These verses urge us to humility in light of the grace of God - we have been swept up into 
the saving promises of his grace inaugurated in the Jewish - consummated in the Jewish 
Messiah - the Lord Jesus Christ  
 
a) I want to suggest - discernible sympathy and care for the Jewish people  

(1) God has a purpose to work in that people yet - they will not be saved in any 
different way - faith in Christ is only way - see next week that there is a future glory 
prophesied of for the people of Israel  
 

b) God intends Our church culture is intended by God to be attractional to the lost  
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Are we creating a community that is the fulfillment of what God had called Old Testament Israel to 
be? Would a devout Jew look at our church and be aroused to envy, and give the gospel a hearing? 
(Tim Keller, Romans for You, p. 91) 
 

c) A holy people, a people devoted to God and to neighbor-love - GOSPEL CULTURE OF 
HUMILITY, SERVING, GENEROSITY, GRATEFULNESS, JOY, FELLOWSHIP, GODLINESS - I 
WANT IN ON THIS 
 

3. Oh, continue in his kindness - HE IS KIND! He is kind - he is full of loving-kindness  
a) LET ME EXHORT YOU IF YOUR ZEAL TO BE LIKE JESUS - YOUR HEART IS MOVING 

TOWARDS SIN AND SELF-GRATIFICATION -  
(1) But you say I am a sinner you do not know what I have done - God says I forgive and 

justify ruined sinners and crown them with the glory of Christ  
(2) But you say I am weak and barely holding on - God says I give power to the faint and 

to him who has not might I increase strength  
(3) But you say I am alone - God says I will never leave you nor forsake you  
(4) But you say I am devastated - God says that the Lord Jesus Christ will not break 

bruised reeds or snuff out flickering candles but rather strengthen and restore 
(5) UP! UP! TAKE HOLD OF CHRIST! CONTINUE IN HIS KINDNESS AND FIND GRACE TO 

RUN THE RACE - HOLD FAST TO THE ONE WHO HOLDS YOU FAST! 
 

Close 
 
God wants us to know how he feels and thinks about the Jewish people - should matter to us big time.  
 
It is the tree into which we have been grafted. The only reason we are in the tree is because of our faith 
in Christ not because of our ethnic or spiritual superiority in and of ourselves  
 
Let us humbly thank God that we have been included in his saving promises - that he shown us such 
kindness - let us continue in his kindness by his grace for his glory  
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