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Chosen by Grace 
Romans 11:1-10 

 
Intro 
 
Whether or not you may be familiar with 19th century preacher Charles Grandison Finney you may be 
familiar with the fruit and effect of his theology. Let me explain. 
 
Born in 1792 in the state of New York, he became a Presbyterian minister in his 30s and, and while he 
admirably was an abolitionist who opposed slavery in his personal life and ministry, he rose to fame as a 
powerful preacher who held revival meetings that people flocked to hear but I wasn’t to propose that 
his understand and proclamation of the gospel was departure from generations of biblical teaching on 
the nature of man and the grace of God.  
 
“Disturbing Legacy of Charles Finney” - Horton  
 

- He denied that man is born with a sinful nature in Adam and insisted that we are morally free and 
capable of sinless perfection if we apply ourselves and try hard enough to obey God. 

- He denied that Jesus Christ died as a substitute for sinners, satisfying the wrath of God and instead 
taught that the death of Christ was primarily an example to us that would move us to obey God.  

- He declared that:  
 
"The doctrine of imputed righteousness, or that Christ’s obedience to the law was accounted as our 
obedience, is founded on a most false and nonsensical assumption.” 
 
- While his preaching sparked what has been historically described as revival. He even denied the 
supernatural origin of the new birth - that we are born again only in and through the grace of God - 
writing in his Revivals of Religion  
 
The belief that the new birth and revival depend necessarily on divine activity is pernicious. "No 
doctrine," he says, "is more dangerous than this to the prosperity of the Church, and nothing more 
absurd 
 
In Finney’s theology, God is not sovereign, man is not a sinner by nature, the atonement is not a true 
payment for sin, justification by imputation is insulting to reason and morality, the new birth is simply 
the effect of successful techniques, and revival is a natural result of clever campaigns. 
 
You may think to relegate him to the margins of Christian history and disagree with him on his theology, 
he remains an influential figure and inspiration for many Christians to this day.  
 

- His fingerprints are all over the church growth movement that blossomed in the last century - relying 
on techniques and clever campaigns as a means of evangelism  

- The notion that if a church has the right mix of programs and entertainment, they will be able to 
convince people to become Christians  
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- You ever feel that, after trusting Christ that when you sin that you are outside of the grace of God 
and condemned - Finney would clap you on the back and say amen.  

- Even the idea of “walking the aisle” at a church service and saying a “sinner’s prayer” was enough to 
make one a Christian has at least roots in his teaching.  

 
Illustration: Recovery meetings. I get hammered and crawl into my neighbor’s house and sleep with his 
wife. I walked the aisle and said a prayer when I was 12 - I’m good to go  
 

- Not in any way criticizing your experience if that is your story. It was not the act of walking and 
praying certain words - thought that may have been the means through which you experienced 
salvation - the reason why you or I or anyone is a Christian rest completely on this - the grace of God  

 
The only way that natural born sinners can be born again, raised out of death and into spiritual life, 
heart of stone replaced with a heart of flesh is God himself imparting the life of God into the soul of man 
through the proclamation of the gospel that is the power of God for salvation to all who believe. GRACE 
 
This is a divine activity contrary to Mr. Finney and his disciples. We cannot make this happen whatever 
our techniques or campaigns. The reason why the church exists lies solely in the mighty grace of God.  
 
That conviction undergirds Paul’s letter to the Romans and our text specifically this morning. If so many 
people have rejected Jesus Christ what does that say about the grace of God?  
 
Two Questions derived from text to help us understand God’s activity in a world opposed to God and his 
Christ. To warn us and to comfort us and to strengthen our joy in him and our wonder at his grace.  
 
I. Has God Rejected His People? 

 
A. Chapters 9-11 is all about answering a fundamental question - after God made so many 

promises of his steadfast love and salvation to his people in the OT - why have the vast majority 
of Jews rejected the one who is the fulfillment of all those promises the Lord Jesus Christ?  
1. 9:6 - The inspired apostle has explained that the Word of God has not failed. This rejection 

was prophesied of old and pre-ordained by God  
2. At the same time each person that rejects the Gospel is personally and morally responsible 

for that rejection - both are true.  
a) The Jews that Paul was endeavoring to reach with the Gospel where driven to attain 

righteous standing before God - many running hard  
 

Illustration: Running very fast on a performance treadmill. Lot of activity and exertion but not getting 
anywhere  
 

B. We saw last week in the latter half of chapter 10 - the gospel has gone out into the world, 
should be no surprise - rejection of the gospel was predetermined by God, God’s plan is to make 
the Jewish people jealous of his salvation in surprisingly creating a gentile people of his grace - 
gentiles who were not seeking God - HE SHOWED HIMSELF - REVEALED HIMSELF - REVEALED 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
1. In 10:21 we are presented with a picture of God holding his hands out - appealing - inviting 

disobedient and contrary people into his grace - people who refuse him   
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C. In light of their rejection and disobedience and the reality of God’s sovereignty - v. 1 Paul asks - 
is the explanation for this rejection that God has rejected his people? Has he betrayed his own 
commitment?  
 

For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his great name's sake, because it has pleased the LORD to 
make you a people for himself. (1 Samuel 12:22) 
 
For the LORD will not forsake his people; he will not abandon his heritage; (Psalm 94:14) 
 
Thus says the LORD: “If the heavens above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth below 
can be explored, then I will cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that they have done, declares the 
LORD.” (Jeremiah 31:37) 
 
Illustration: The increasing expanse of space  
 

D. Had God rejected? Adamant “by no means” presents us with evidence  
1. Exhibit A - in v. 1b - his personal example  

a) Paul lays out his Jewish pedigree - his Jewish credentials and lineage are impeccable - 
has God rejected his people - by no means! Consider my testimony! 
(1) An Israelite in every sense of the word, so zealous was he for Judaism that he 

persecuted Christians, a pharisee who followed the law carefully and energetically - 
Paul says - look at my story and life - I’m exhibit a - GOD HAS NOT REJECTED HIS 
PEOPLE - My testimony as a converted Jew testifies to his love and acceptance. 
EVERY TESTIMONY DOES  

E. Verse 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew  
 

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. (Romans 8:29) 
 

F. 2b-5 Exhibit B - story from the OT of the prophet of Elijah in 1 Kings 
1. Israel had fallen into idol worship - Baal - Elijah has a showdown with the prophets of Baal - 

a competition to see which God would consume a sacrifice from an altar thus revealing who 
the true God was  

2. God humiliates the prophets of Baal and they are put to the sword 
3. Elijah flees from King Ahab’s wicked wife Jezebel who pledges to kill him - 1 Kings 19:5-6 - 

exhausted full of fear - nap and a snack - sometimes the best thing when fearful and 
overwhelmed  

4. In his anxiety and desperation, he cries out to God - he appeals against his idolatrous people 
Israel - wrongly assuming that only he out of all of Israel has been faithful to God - wrongly 
assuming that the explanation for this that God has turned his back  
 

Illustration: Desperation and isolation can cloud reality - can’t see clearly - wrongly assume that God is 
absent 
 

5. Verse 4 God’s reply and correction - even in the darkest days of Israel God declared I have 
kept for myself 7,000 men - I have kept for myself a remnant of the nation - I have kept 
them for myself and they are faithful still - you aren’t the only one Elijah  
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a) Paul seems to be relating himself to that story - v. 1 look at my conversion - although 
many have rejected it does not mean that God has rejected his people - I’m not the only 
one no v. 5 so too in this day there is a remnant chosen by grace.  
(1) That is the baseline explanation why there are some who have believed the gospel 

and that not all have rejected - the explanation is that those who believe have been 
chosen by grace - IT IS GOD HIMSELF WHO HAS BROUGHT THIS PEOPLE INTO 
EXISTENCE  

(2) Far from rejecting his people - in the middle of their disobedience and rejection of 
him he has chosen to save a remnant - to save some by his grace - NO GRACE = NO 
REMNANT  
 

G. v. 6 MASSIVELY IMPORTANT - If it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise 
grace would no longer be grace  
1. The problem with so many in of the Jewish people and indeed a universal problem was 

counting on performance - looking to works - looking at doing good to gain God’s approval 
through our actions but note the equation  
a) Not works (us) vs. faith (us) 
b) Works (us) vs. grace (God) 

(1) Salvation is depended on what God does - if not - then grace isn’t grace - free, 
unearned, undeserved kindness - LET GRACE BE WHAT GRACE IS  
 

If God watches (even ahead of time in eternity with his foreknowledge) and waits, as it were, for us to 
act, and then in response to that self-generated act, he chooses us, then we are not "chosen by divine 
grace"; we are chosen by a decisive human act. God would simply be a responder. We would 
determine his action. And grace would no longer be grace. (John Piper) 
 

2. Even our faith is a gift - it is simply the open mouth that drinks the living water - the empty 
hand that receives the gift - and it is not our faith that saves us - IT IS CHRIST WHO SAVES US 
BY HIS GRACE - He has not rejected rebellious sinners - THERE IS A REMNANT  
 

H. Application 
1. Any Christians here? The one and only explanation for your conversion is that you were 

a) Foreknown, chosen, kept for God by God - GRACE  
b) Deepest humility, heart-felt wonder, happy amazement, joyful worship  

(1) Why are there any Christians? Why is there a remnant? Grace of God - no sovereign 
grace = no remnant  
 

What guarantees that there will always be a faithful remnant is not that there is always a set of good, 
decent people who will believe, but rather that there is always the grace of God. (Tim Keller, Romans 
for You, p. 86) 
 

2. We see this gladly - at least one Jewish convert at Living Hope - Messianic Jewish 
congregations - DONUTS  
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II. If He Hasn’t Rejected His People Then What Happened? 
 
A. Verse 7 - what then? Why are so many apart from Christ? Israel failed to obtain what it was 

seeking  
 

[3] For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not 
submit to God's righteousness. [4] For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes. (Romans 10:3-4) 
 

B. Failed to obtain righteousness before God with their best efforts - all who attempt to do so fail - 
but the elect did obtain it - the elect being those referred to in the previous verses - foreknown, 
chosen, kept by grace - IOW the remnant did obtain what it was seeing - righteousness but in 
Christ whom they have believed  
 

C. The rest - hardened - serious stuff  
1. They resolved to establish their own righteousness and God gave them over to their desire - 

a hardening - freezing the heart in its opposition to the grace of God  
 

Illustration: If we need to be reconciled and I plead and extend my arms and you say no I have not 
rejected  
 

D. Verse 8 - this is God’s judgment - quotes Isaiah 29 to explain  
1. God has given them a spirit of stupor - God in judgment has given them over to blindness to 

the beauty of Christ and deafness to the Word of Christ - entrenching them in their own 
position - blinded eyes that cannot see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ - while 
they willingly rejected the gospel of grace  
 

E. Verse  9 - quotes Psalm 19 - written by King David but understood as a Psalm describing the 
hostility and opposition the Messiah would experience - Paul is appropriating the judgment of 
Psalm 19 called down for those who oppose the Lord Jesus Christ for all those who now reject 
and oppose him 
1. MOST Serious stuff - the place of fellowship become a snare and a trap, let them stumble in 

the dark, let them be blind and oppressed forever - this too is God’s activity  
a) Rather than question God’s goodness as we read these dark and difficult verses - we are 

intended to understand.  
(1) This is the judgment that all deserve in sinful opposition to the Lord Jesus Christ - 

but almost unthinkable - God has intervened by his grace AND has chosen and kept 
ruined sinners for himself to experience his grace and forgiveness - HE DIDN’T HAVE 
TOO - THERE DOES NOT NEED TO BE A REMANT - CHOSEN BY GRACE  

(2) VERY RELIGIOUS PEOPLE DON’T MAKE IT - SINFUL MEN AND WOMEN WHO RECEIVE 
GRACE IN AND THROUGH THE GOSPEL 
 

A person can be trying so desperately hard (earnestly) to please and serve God that  he or she comes 
to vigorously resist the idea of grace. How? Well, you could very easily conclude that God is holy and 
majestic, and that he cannot abide evil in any way. Therefore, you conclude that you must cleanse and 
purify your heart to approach him. You find any concept of free, total, and unconditional acceptance 
dishonoring to a holy God. Imagine! says a person with this view: The idea that a convicted murderer 
can just say words of repentance and come right in to God like a person who has worked for years to 
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be good! How illogical! How insulting to the righteousness of God! You can see the gospel as an insult 
to the greatness of the Lord. (Tim Keller, Romans for You, p. 88) 
 

2. Every time we are tempted to look down on someone else in their sin or to feel encouraged 
and thank God we are not like them we are forgetting that it is only grace that has called 
and kept me in God’s forgiving mercy - AWAY WITH ANY PHARISEE IMPULSE  
 

F. Application 
1. These are people who heard the Gospel and rejected - sobering for any present who have 

done the same - oh how desperately terrible it is when God let’s rebels do exactly what they 
want to do - TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEAR  - NOW IS THE 
DAY OF SALVATION  

2. Seeking to earn God’s approval is not only futile - it is dangerous - AND YET THERE good 
news for sinners like you and me who stumble in many and various ways  

3. NO OURS IS TO LIVE OUR LIVES UNDER THE REIGN OF GRACE. GRACE:  
a) GRACE calls us out of death into life  
b) GRACE class us into the family of God  
c) GRACE Assures us of pardon  
d) GRACE applies our redemption  
e) GRACE Keeps us in the love of God  
f) GRACE Strengthens our resolve to please God  
g) GRACE grants us access the throne of heaven in prayer  
h) GRACE provides us with gifts to serve others  
i) Empowers us to live faithful lives  
j) GRACE Trains us for righteousness  
k) GRACE Enables generosity  
l) GRACE MEANS Strength for the weary 
m) His sufficiency in our weakness 
n) His presence in our suffering  
o) Grace means that we will persevere to the end 

(1) He will keep us until the day of Christ and present us blameless 
(2) Grace means we will see him and be like him and come into our inheritance 
(3) Grace means that we will be accepted into eternal dwellings through the 

righteousness of Christ  
(4) GRACE means that God will show us in the immeasurable riches of his kindness in 

the coming age  
(5) Grace means that the Lord Jesus Christ will build his church and the gates of hell will 

not prevail against us! 
4. THE GRACE OF GOD IN CHRIST - MEANS THAT EVERY SINGLE STRUGGLING SINNER 

LISTENING TO ME - YOU WHO HAVE BELIEVED THE GOSPEL - FAITH IN THE RISEN CHRIST OF 
THE CROSS - YOU’RE ARE GOING TO MAKE IT.  
 

Close  
 
Contrary to what some may think and teach about grace - we look to God for his word about his grace.  
 
Our hope and our life are in our gracious God. We do not look to our performance to commend us to 
God. We look to the perfections of Christ accounted as ours before him.   
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In our sin and weakness, we look to Christ - for there we find God - in his mercy and kindness - reaching 
down to choose us and show us his grace.  
 
IT IS HIS WORK AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES  
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