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Come & Worship 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Intro 
 
Forty-two years ago,  a little anticipated, somewhat obscure science fiction movie created by a 
filmmaker who was known for movie about teenagers and cars - was released - a movie that set 
the cinematic world on fire, a movie that dropped into the culture like an atom bomb, the 
reverberations of which we still feel today. 
 
That movie was Star Wars, a game-changing movie that captured the hearts and imaginations 
of millions. 
 
Some righteous curmudgeons have not seen - our own Ken Mellinger has an unsullied, perfect 
track record of complete ignorance of the Star Wars universe - his restraint and sobriety is a 
model to us all. 
 
An interesting development was that in 1977, the creator of Star Wars George Lucas, in an 
endeavor to keep the details of the movie a secret, delayed production of Star Wars action 
figures and toys which meant that at Christmas time in 1977 at the height of Star Wars mania 
and the passionate clamoring of children for Star Wars toys, there were no Star Wars toys that 
Christmas  
 
They dropped the ball, Kenner and Lucas films missed out on millions of dollars of sales because 
they weren’t prepared to provide these highly coveted Christmas gifts 
 
Coupons - vouchers  
 
Incidentally, the creators of Star Wars did the same thing - happened this Christmas season 
with a character on the streaming TV show the Mandalorian - baby Yoda. 
 
The fact that they didn't anticipate that this was going to be a commercial goldmine is insane, 
and that they let this opportunity slip away strikes me as sheer madness. (David Lazarus, LA 
Times) 
 
They wanted to keep it a surprise and once again were caught off guard at the clamor for Star 
Wars toys by children and nerdy, middle-aged men alike 
 
The Christmas story of the birth of Jesus Christ over 2,000 years ago should not have come as 
surprise for its central character was revealed for hundreds of years through the revelation of 
the OT, yet the coming of Jesus took many by surprise they were unprepared and unwilling to 
receive him - they didn’t anticipate the manner of his coming and they let the opportunity to 
receive him slip away  
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Our familiar text this morning - tells us of some men who were not surprised by the coming of 
Jesus, they were anticipating his coming, they were watching the skies for a sign. 
 
What is somewhat surprising is that these men, these wise men, these magi were not Jewish at 
all, they were astrologers who traveled a great distance to see the Christ child, they came 
bearing gifts but more, they came to bring their worship to the child-king.  
 
Let’s read this familiar text and see what God has for us this morning - for these words are 
inspired words - a gift from God - a present from him - a goldmine for our souls  
 
This story is intended by Matthew to continue to cement the bona fides of the heritage of Jesus 
Christ but also, oh also here is a model for our instruction, an opportunity to enter in anew into 
the worship of the Lord Jesus Christ - to “come and worship” in this Christmas season and every 
season  
 
Three parts to the story, we will examine them in turn 
 
I. The Arrival of the Wise Men  

 
A. Following in the story 

1. Luke’s Gospel - Mary, the virgin mother of Christ, freely accepted God’s will for her 
with joy, and preceding our text in Matthew we read that Joseph obeyed God and 
married his virgin wife and adopted her son Jesus so that the promise that the Christ 
would come in the line of David would be fulfilled - born of David, offspring of 
Abraham - child-king of the promise  
 

B. Luke’s Gospel informs us that Joseph and Mary had gone to Bethlehem to give birth 
 

[3] And all went to be registered, each to his own town. [4] And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, [5] to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. (Luke 2:3-5) 
 

C. You know the story; Jesus is born in room that housed animals and was placed in a 
feeding trough - the humblest of beginnings for the king of kings 
 

D. Verse 1 - after Jesus was born in Bethlehem - We don’t know exactly how long after - 
the text doesn’t say - but it was likely some months - perhaps even a year or so because 
it took some time for wise men from the east to come to Jerusalem to find this child  
1. You have likely heard before that there is no indication that there were specifically 

three wise men - though it is quaint to think so because of Christmas tradition and 
nativity scenes - it would have likely been a large group of people - wise men - or 
magi (not kings) - and their traveling retinue - servants and animals  
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E. Wise men from the East - perhaps from Persia - arrive in Jerusalem in “the days of 
Herod the King - we’ll look more at him later  
 

F. Mysterious men form the east come - unnamed - from an unspecified country - a few 
things can be known from the text  
1. They were familiar with OT prophecies for they had come to see the “King of the 

Jews” - the one who had been prophesied throughout the scriptures  
2. Perhaps most surprisingly - these wise men were into astrology - not simply 

astronomy - examining the positioning of stars and heavenly bodies to discern 
present and future realities - think horoscopes - thoroughly pagan 
a) They had seen a star in the sky that directed them to Jerusalem - about 6 miles 

from Bethlehem where the Christ child had been born  
 
Illustration: I know it is popular in some circles to define this star historically as an astronomical 
event that can be documented - careful about speculating - this “star” in v. 10 rises and comes 
to rest - it moves around to direct - likely more helpful to compare to the pillar of fire through 
which God led the people of Israel - this was supernatural guidance.  
 

b) Whatever was happening here - these were the kind of men who would have 
used celestial events to shape an astrological worldview - quite pagan and yet 
God meets them in that place and draws them to Jesus - GRACE  

3. For these wise men had truly experienced something of the grace of God - for these 
men had come to worship him - pagan, gentile, astrologers are drawn by God 
himself to the place where Jesus was born to worship him  
 

G. Here we certainly find the truth that Jesus himself spoke of later in Matthew’s Gospel 
when he said  
 

I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, (Matthew 8:11) 
 

1. Reflecting the purpose of God to save for himself in Christ a people not just among 
the Jews but from every tribe tongue and nation - already from the earliest days he 
is drawing the nations  
a) He will be worshipped and adored across the breadth of the whole earth - THE 

WHOLE EARTH WILL ONE DAY BE FILLED WITH HIS GLORY  
 

H. Application 
1. For every Christian here, there is an effect an echo of our story in this account of the 

visit of the wise men from the east  
2. The story of every Christian is that we were as far from God as we could be - no 

matter how morally upright we appeared to be - and God drew us by his grace to 
Jesus Christ - “no man can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him” 
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- he is in the business of drawing sinners to the Savior - the Lord Jesus Christ - from 
nice little church girls to pagan astrologers  
a) Let this remembrance of the star and the wise men draw your heart anew to 

come and worship Christ - for the intended effect of Scripture is the revelation 
of morning star - the Lord Jesus Christ   
 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6) 
 
And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts, (2 Peter 1:19) 
 

b) Come and Worship  
 

II. The Scheme of Herod  
 
A. Verse 3 - Herod enters the scene - you should know a little about King Herod to 

understand his motivations here 
B.  

King Herod was Herod the Great, born in 73 BC, the son of the Idumean Arab Antipater, head 
of the police force who kept order for Rome. He not only took over for his Father but was 
named king of Judea by Rome in 37 BC. Known for his paranoia and jealousy, he killed his 
wife Mariamne and two of his sons. (Grant Osborne) 
 

1. Paranoid and jealous psychopathic killer - sounds like a real jerk  
 

C. Herod here’s what the wise men from the east are saying - we have come to worship 
the king of the Jews - AND he and all Jerusalem were troubled - he because he is a 
jealous psychopath who is clinging to his power as king and Jerusalem likely because 
they are afraid of the wrath of Herod  
1. SEE HIM SAYING - The king of the Jews? The king of the Jews! I AM THE KING OF THE 

JEWS! 
 

D. Verse 4 Herod has a pow-wow w/ the Jewish spiritual leaders in Jerusalem to inquire 
where the Christ - this anointed King was to be born 
1. They respond with a mixture of Micah 5:2 and 2 Samuel 5:2 

a) In Bethlehem - says the Scriptures - a podunk little town - the hometown of 
David - by no means least though because - from you shall come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel  
(1) A KING MOST UNLIKE HEROD - A SHEPHERD-KING - NOURISH, CARE, 

PROTECT - THE GREAT SHEPHERD WHO LAYS HIS LIFE DOWN FOR THE SHEEP 
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b) Right over there Herod - 6 miles away - that’s where the Christ will be born - 
sounds like the wise men are onto something  
 

E. Herod is greatly troubled - this is a direct assault upon his role as the King - an affront to 
his reign - so he starts scheming  
1. Verse 7 - when did that star appear - calculating how old this prophesied king would 

be - appears to be assuming that the star appeared at the moment of his birth 
a) Chapter 2:16-18 we read that he orders all the children 2 and under to be killed - 

did a little math  
 

F. Conspiring to kill this challenger to the throne - seeks to draw the seemingly oblivious 
wise men into his plot - v. 8 yes go find this child and bring back word of where he is so 
that I can…uh…worship him…yeah that’s it  
 

G. Listen - lest we be tempted to merely think of this as simply the story of an ancient, 
regional king of a small town halfway across the world protecting his authority is 
actually the expression of something far more insidious and eviler in the spiritual realm 
- Revelation pulls back the curtain  
 

And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore 
her child he might devour it. [5] She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the 
nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne. (Revelation 
12:4b-5) 
 

1. This dragon revealed! Disgusting and grotesque  
 

H. Thankfully God’s purposes in Jesus Christ cannot be thwarted - v. 12 he warns them not 
to go back to Herod  
 

I. Happy season of joy and celebration - we are reminded that there are ever those who 
oppose King Jesus - endeavoring to enthrone him - do away with his kingship - his 
authority over all things  
 

Illustration: FFR - I’m Ron Reagan I am an atheist and I’m not afraid of burning in hell - whoa  
 

1. Surrounded by millions who seek to arrogantly unseat the King of heaven and assign 
that throne to self  
 

J. How grateful we are that we are given a divine perspective  
 

[1] Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? [2] The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his Anointed, 
saying, [3] “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” [4] He who sits 
in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. [5] Then he will speak to them in his 
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wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, [6] “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy 
hill.” (Psalm 2:1-6) 
 

K. GOD AND HIS CHRIST WILL RULE AND NO ONE CAN THWART HIM OR TURN HIS HAND  
 

[25] For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. [26] The last enemy to 
be destroyed is death. [27] For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when 
it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in 
subjection under him. (1 Corinthians 15:25-27) 
 

L. Application  
1. In a culture that is increasingly hostile to the Gospel and to the people of God’s 

grace - we must keep this divine perspective in view - the child has grown and has 
died and has been raised and ascended to the right hand and will return and EVERY 
knee will bow to the Lord Jesus Christ to the glory of God the Father  

2. Sadly, even the blood-bought children of God are not immune to the temptations of 
evil King Herod - Let us be careful that there is no hint of rebellious King Herod in us 
as well - whenever we oppose Christ with our actions and attitudes we may find 
ourselves more resembling the dragon than we could ever want  

3. CALL TO UNBELIEVERS  
a) Grace to forgive and grace to empower faithfulness and worship - KING OF 

GRACE - SHEPHERD KING - COME OUT OF SIN AND REBELLION AND INTO HIS 
REIGN OF GRACE - HE IS KIND AND HE FORGIVES AND REDEEMS - HE HAS DIED 
AS THE SUBSTITUTE FOR REBELLIOUS SINNERS - SO THAT WE CAN KNOW HIS 
GRACE AND MERCY  

4. Let us not fall prey to having head knowledge but not heart affection and worship - 
the chief priests and scribes certainly knew all about the Scriptures - they should 
have said - Hey Wise Men wait for me - they did not  
 

Let us all beware of resting satisfied with head-knowledge. It is an excellent thing, when 
rightly used. But a man may have much of it, and yet perish everlastingly. What is the state of 
our hearts? This is the great question. (J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Matthew, p. 9) 
 

5. What excellent head-knowledge we receive this day through the reading and 
understanding of God’s Word - Let us pray for our hearts be renewed by the Spirit, 
in the grace of God, to bring our sincere and fervent worship before the Lord Jesus 
Christ  
 

III. The Worship of the Child  
 
A. Verse 9 the wise men head out of Jerusalem as the follow the star which rises before 

them and moves to hover over the place where the child was - Bethlehem about a 2-
hour walk  
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B. When they get there - they go bananas - they go absolutely nuts with joy - rejoiced - 
EXCEEDINGLY - W/ GREAT JOY - SOUNDS LIKE SOME HAPPY DUDES! 
1. Not merely an interesting phenomenon - an occasion for the greatest joy - here is 

the king that was prophesied!  
 

C. Come into the house - see Jesus with his mom Mary - fall down and worship him  
1. They bring out gifts - great treasures - Gold, Frankincense, Myrrh - precious and 

costly gifts  
 

For these foreign dignitaries to prostrate themselves in homage before a child in anordinary 
house in Bethlehem is a remarkable illustration of the reversal of the world’s values. (R.T. 
France, NICNT: Matthew, p. 75) 
 

2. Does the world value authority and wealth accumulation? Behold the reversal of 
those values as the humble themselves and give their wealth to the King  

3. We are meant to see an echo of the story of 1 Kings 10:1-10 - the Queen of Sheba 
comes bearing gifts to King Solomon - foreshadowing - the nations are arriving to 
worship the child  
 

D. Application  
1. A compelling model are these ancient wise men to those who would be wise men 

and women in this day  
a) God intends that in knowing the Lord Jesus Christ - we would experience joy - 

exceedingly great joy and rejoicing  
b) Reverent worship  
c) Generosity   

 
May we delight in giving what the Lord delights in receiving. the Magi gave both themselves 
and their resources, as all disciples should. Whether we evangelize, lead, pray, teach, or give 
financially, our gifts cost us something. There are both sacrifice and pleasure in giving to the 
God who loved us and gave himself for us. Wise men and wise women still seek him. We 
worship and adore and give to the Lord who has given us so much more. (Daniel Doriani, REC: 
Matthew, p. 36) 
 

d) Worship him - he has given us so much more than we could ever repay - HE HAS 
GIVEN US HIMSELF - HE HAS LOVED US WITH AN EVERLASTING JOY  
(1) Joy in suffering  
(2) Eagerness to be faithful and to bless others  

 
Illustration: Awkward family gatherings - let them see your joy - let them experience a joyful 
and generous spirit - shine like a star in a crazy, polarized, enraged world - maybe - just maybe - 
they will ask you the reason for the hope that is in you  
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Close  
 
In light of the coming of the Christ - We are ready, we are alive with anticipation, we are eager 
to bring our worship  
 
Enjoy your Star Wars toys - no baby Yoda  
 
Rejoice in the Lord Jesus Christ  
 
OUR SHEPHERD KING HAS COME - LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN HIM  
 
 
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, 
Come Peasant, King to own Him 
The King of Kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
 
 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that 
you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a 
link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope 
Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Benjamin Kreps 
Website: http://livinghopechurchpa.com 

 
 


