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You Shall Call Him Jesus  
Matthew 1:18-25 

 
Intro 
 
I’m not very good at small talk - especially with people I don’t know. It feels like very hard work.  
 
A number of years ago, in endeavoring to get better at this small talk thing I attempted to 
analyze what makes for normal-people small talk - you know so I wouldn’t be such an alien 
weirdo  
 
I got into the laboratory, after a season of intense and incisive analysis, I did it - I cracked the 
code for small talk when you meet someone 
 
Ready? PEN AND PAPER READY - Ask where they are from - ask what they do - and go from 
there 
 
BTW other life hack - people usually love to talk about themselves - take advantage of that - 
keep asking questions without expecting many in return  
 
Exaggerating - KATE SLIGHTLY - These 2 questions - Where are you from and what do you do? 2 
Simple questions that open the doors into who this person is.  
 
Two simple questions that situate that person in the world and bring definition to their identity 
and what makes them tick  
 
In Matthew’s gospel, in chapter 1 he carefully and deliberately introduces us to Jesus Christ  
 
In our text he provides us with answers for 2 simple questions - Jesus where are you from? 
Jesus what do you do?  
 
Simple questions - staggering, destiny-transforming, grace-securing, soul-redeeming answers  
 
Jesus is not just an interesting historical figure, not just a standout in the history of spirituality 
or a wise teacher among the many that have come to us throughout the centuries - the answers 
to who he is have everything to do with who we are and our eternal destiny  
 
Two Points - Two questions –  

1.  Jesus, where do you come from?  
2. What do you do you?  

 
II. Where Do You Come From? 

A. Last week we looked at v. 1-17 - the genealogy of Jesus Christ, Son of Abraham, son of 
David - found grace in perhaps a surprising place 
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1. We are meant to understand the significance of tracing the family of Jesus back to 
Abraham and King David 
a) Abraham - the one to whom God made an expansive promise that would impact 

the whole world - I will bless you and in you and your offspring all the families of 
the earth will be blessed. Before the birth of Christ, the promise remained 
unfulfilled - dormant as the offspring of Abraham had endured captivity, 
domination and suffering for hundreds of years 

b) The son of David - God made a promise to David in 2 Samuel 7 that there would 
always be one of his lineage to sit upon the throne - reigning over Israel - 
following David we find that the kings of Israel were a mixed bag of wicked men 
and faithful - mostly on the negative side and there hadn’t been a king in Israel 
for hundreds of years  

c) But in the coming of Christ - the promises made to Abraham and David collide 
and coalesce in the birth of one small child - Jesus Christ - the king of blessing 
not just for the people of Israel but across the earth  
 

B. v. 18 - let’s get down to brass tacks - “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this 
way” - this is how it all went down  
1. Side bar - if what follows isn’t absolutely true - some even so-called Christians would 

cast this remarkable account into question - then every word we read from here on 
out should rightly be called into question - why believe anything else in this book - if 
the birth of Jesus Christ didn’t take place in this way then consider this book the 
musings of legend creators and throw it all under suspicion - Let us take this Word 
for truth - the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this very specific way  
 

C. We find Mary and Joseph betrothed to one another - Mary would likely have been 
around 12-13 and Joseph around 18 - they are engaged but what that meant in those 
ancient days was much more significant than our engagements - it was legally as if they 
were already married but they would not have consummated their union till the actual 
wedding night  
 

D. Before they came together - before they were physically intimate - young Mary 
becomes pregnant - found with child by the “Holy Spirit” 
1. Good to be reminded of how extraordinary and difficult her situation would have 

been culturally and relationally with Joseph as she willingly submitted to God  
a) I don’t care what millennia you live in 19 AD or 2019 - you are engaged - she 

comes to you - listen - you might have noticed a belly bump - I haven’t been 
overdoing it with the Christmas cookies - I’m pregnant - don’t worry - I didn’t 
cheat on you - it’s the Holy Spirit who has made this happen - IT’S A TOUGH 
SELL! 
 

E. Joseph did not initially buy it - can’t blame him 
1. v. 19 - he was a just man - we are to understand that he was a morally upright man 

who followed the law of God faithfully  
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a) Under the Jewish law if a man found that his betrothed had cheated on him he 
would divorce her so as not to begin the marriage under the shadow of 
immorality  

2. He is just - he’s upright - but he’s also a kind man - he could do all of this publicly 
and open up Mary to public shame and repercussions and remained within his 
duties under the law - he resolved to divorce her quietly because he didn’t want her 
to experience public scrutiny and shame 

3. Understand - it’s not like Mary and Joseph were bffs - couples in that day would not 
have been allowed private time together - they probably didn’t know each other 
very well - it’s to his credit in v. 20 that he actually considered - thought through 
these difficult matters - careful not rash - this is a stellar 18 year old  
 

F. God kindly, graciously intervenes as he superintends his promise - he sends an angel 
into his dreams - DON’T THINK CHUBBY BABY with wings - awesome in appearance 
1. Joseph - son of David - MASSIVELY IMPORTANT - it is in the line of David that God’s 

Messiah will come - don’t fear to make her wife - that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit  
a) CONSIDER HOW AMAZING THIS TRULY IS - DON’T LET YOURSELF BECOME 

OVERLY FAMILIAR - DON’T TAKE FOR GRANTED THIS MIRACLE! 
 

G. Mystery and wonder - a virgin becomes pregnant that is remarkable enough - by the 
Holy Spirit - this human baby is also divine in his origin  
1. If Jesus was to be the anointed SAVIOR - sent by God to bring his reign of blessing to 

the world - he must be unstained by sin - if he was to die as the substitute for 
sinners it can only be because he is not corrupted in Adam  

2. He had to be born as a human child to become the Savior of humanity as the 
substitute for sinners like you and me - he had to be born of a virgin so that he did 
not inherit the corruption of Adam 
a) Each one of us is born in Adam - born in sin - but Jesus - born of a woman - born 

of a virgin - able to save Adam’s hellhound race  
b) HE BACME LIKE US IN EVERY WAY EXCEPT 1 - HE WAS WITHOUT SIN! 

H. Here we find his divine origin - that he is truly man but also fully God  
1. Behold the humility of the eternal, impeccable Son of God - taking to himself a 

human body - born as a child into the lower classes born to become the adopted 
son of a carpenter  

2. Most importantly - behold the grace that is implicit in being born of a virgin - 
fulfilling a necessary condition to become our Savior - can’t look long at mystery and 
wonder of the birth of Christ without having our attention directed toward the 
substitutionary death of Christ - all of Scripture directs our attention ultimately to 
the centrality of the cross 
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I. Application  
1. Opportunity for us wonder and marvel afresh in this Christmas season - behold the 

marvelous mystery and glorify the all-powerful Holy God who made the virgin great 
with child - never forget the fundamental reason why he born in this way - 
unstained by corruption - fully God and truly man able to become our substitute  

2. Where do you come from Jesus? I come from heaven by way of the virgin Mary - 
What do you do?  
 

III. What Do You Do?  
A. v. 21 God has a name picked out for this miraculously conceived Son - you shall call his 

name Jesus  
1. Jesus - Yeshua - Joshua - literally the Lord saves - how appropriate you shall call him 

Jesus BECAUSE - HE WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS 
a) NOT BECAUSE HE MIGHT - OR MAKE IT POTENTIALLY POSSIBLE - HE WILL SAVE 

HIS PEOPLE - WHAT DO YOU DO JESUS? I SAVE PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS - 
THAT’S MY BUSINESS - BUSINESS IS BOOMING  
(1) No mention of our help - he will save his people from their sins without our 

help or assistance thank you very much  
 
Illustration: In those days naming a child was a kind of prayer for that child to live up to the 
name given. I enjoy when this happens incidentally - Isaac - he laughs - yes, he does - yes his 
daddy and mommy laugh constantly - dude is legit funny 
 
In the Jewish world names were not just marks of identification but were symbols containing 
the hopes and prayers of the parents for their children. (Grant Osborne, ZECNT: Matthew, p. 
77) 
 

B. When God commands that this baby will be called Jesus - it is not a hope or a prayer - it 
is a revelation that his name - the Lord Saves - will indeed come to fruition - HE WILL 
SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS  
1. He did not come to start a political revolution or for his people to gain cultural and 

political power in this world  
2. He did not come simply to teach us how to live - though he wonderfully did so 
3. He did not come fundamentally to heal the sick and minister to the poor though his 

heart is with them and in the consummation, he will restore all things 
4. HE CAME TO SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS  

 
C. Not a new idea - all this took place to fulfill what the prophet Isaiah had declared 

hundreds of years earlier in Isaiah 7 - the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and LOOK 
another name - they shall call him Immanuel which means God with us  
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No single name could describe all he is. (Daniel Doriani) - ALL HE DOES  
 

D. His name is the revelation of his purpose in his days in the flesh - What do you do Jesus? 
I save sinners as the the God-man come to rescue hell-bound, helpless men and women 
and children under the curse of death.  
 

even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” (Matthew 20:28) 
 

1. THAT’S WHY I CAME!!!! TO GIVE MY LIFE TO SAVE MY PEOPLE FROM THEIR SIN  
2. J.C. Ryle unpacks for us something of what this means 

 
He saves them from the guilt of sin, by washing them in his own atoning blood. He saves 
them from the dominion of sin, by putting in their hearts the sanctifying Spirit. He saves them 
from the presence of sin, when he takes them out of this world to rest with him. He will save 
them from all the consequences of sin, when he shall give them a glorious body at the last 
day. Blessed and holy are Christ’s people! From sorrow, cross, and conflict they are not saved; 
but they are ‘saved from sin’ forevermore. They are cleansed from guilt by Christ’s blood. 
They are made meet for heaven by Christ’s Spirit. This is salvation! (J.C. Ryle, Expository 
Thoughts on the Gospels, p. 5) 
 

3. DO YOU NEED  
a) SAVE FROM GUILT OF SIN 
b) DOMINION OF SIN  
c) PRESENCE OF SIN 
d) CONSEQUENCES OF SIN  
e) CLEANSED FROM GUILT  
f) PREPARED FOR HEAVEN  

(1) HE CAME - TO SAVE - HIS PEOPLE - FROM THEIR SINS - THIS IS SALVATION! 
(a) HE DOES SAVE, HE IS IN THE BUSINESS OF SAVING, AND HE WILL SAVE 

UNTIL ONE DAY THE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS GLORY  
 

E. In the naming of this child - God was revealing to Joseph and to the world that this one - 
THIS ONE IS THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD! He has come to save and to stay with my 
people - that they might declare that God is with us 
 

F. Having been raised and having returned to heaven reigning at the right hand of the 
majesty on high - he continues to be present with us by his Spirit - Matthew begins with 
the revelation that he is God with us and ends with the continuing promise of the same 
- Matthew is bookended by the promise that God is with us - HIS NAME  
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…behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20b) 
 

G. v. 24-25 - Joseph wakes up from his angelic dream and he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him - DON’T MISS THIS DETAIL - HE TOOK MARY TO BE HIS WIFE AND 
ADOPTED THIS SON - HIS FAITHFULNESS RESULTS IN JESUS BEING INSERTED INTO THE 
LINE OF DAVID AND SO THAT THE PROMISE OF AN ANOINTED KING OF BLESSING 
WOULD BE FULFILLED  
1. Mary and Joseph are a stellar couple  

 
H. Application 

1. Whenever you hear the name of Jesus - every Christmas song - every reading of the 
Christmas story - HEAR THE WHISPER BEHIND IT - THE LORD SAVES - HE CAN AND 
WILL SAVE YOU IF YOU WILL TAKE HIM WITH THE EMPTY HANDS OF FAITH  

2. Oh my doubting brother - my doubting sister with sensitive conscience - I know you 
are out there - LISTEN his name is Savior - present with us to save us from our sins - 
take him at his name  

3. My sorrowful friend - this season reminds you of the loss of someone you loved 
dearly whom you no longer see - RECEIVE COMFORT FROM Immanuel - he is with 
you - always - lean into him - all that you need in all-sufficient savior is in the him - 
HE IS PRESENT  
 

Illustration: A toddler needs a parent present at all times to care and nourish and guide - Christ 
is present in that way for us as we make our way toward the great day of his return when - God 
himself will be with us as our God - faith turned to sight  
 

4. He knows your frame - he knows we are weak and faltering - he does not despise us 
- he sympathizes with us in our weakness for he was has endured the greatest 
weakness, privations, sufferings, temptations - tempted in every way yet without sin 
- he is present with you as Emmanuel - your help in weakness - eager to bring you 
before the Father to find grace and help in our time of need  
 

Close  
The simplest questions posed to Jesus give us the greatest and grandest and most satisfying 
answers  
 
From heaven he came to seek and save the lost - may we receive the Word of God in this true 
and marvelous Christmas story of the incarnation of the Son of God in ways that will glorify and 
honor God and bring us great joy  
 
May the Spirit work in us to receive what God began to accomplish in the birth of Jesus. May 
we also submit our plans and our emotions to him, as Joseph did. May we give our hearts and 
minds to him as Mary and Joseph did. May we know that God is with us, to bless us, in every  
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season of life. In every distress, let us turn to God for comfort. In joy and blessing, let us not 
ascribe it to good fortune or hard work, but to Immanuel who is present to bless. God is 
present with us in the person of Jesus. May we have the faith, trust, love, and obedience to 
receive the blessings of Immanuel. (Daniel Doriani, REC: Matthew, p. 25) 
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