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 Do What You Can - 2020 Building Fund 
 Mark 14:3-9 
 
Introduction (pray) 
 

A. Turn in your Bibles to Mark chapter 14.  Our sermon this morning is the first of two 
sermons about raising funds for our 2020 Building Fund (Ben is preaching at Covenant 
Fellowship). 

 
1. Our members and regular attenders (encourage church membership) know that each 

year we have 2 or 3 sermons in November to raise funds for our mortgage. 
 

2. For our guests, we are glad you’re here.  We want you to know our normal practice 
is to preach the Word of God from a book of the Bible (Romans). 

 
B. You should have received a pledge card and envelope as you came in.  We will collect 

those cards next Sunday.  You may give one-time gifts or monthly gifts (everyone 
participates). 

 
1. In this sermon I will take time to boast in God’s faithfulness by telling you our story, 

and I will inform you about our situation, and encourage you to think about our 
giving next Sunday.  Those are my three points and my title is Do What You Can. 

 
C. Our text is Mark 14:3-9.  The context is the Saturday before the cross.  Jesus is in 

Bethany (6 miles outside of Jerusalem) visiting his friends Lazarus, Martha, and Mary.  The 
triumphant entry will take place the next day.  We read this incredible story: 

 
Mark 14:3-9 (ESV) “[3] And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he 
was reclining at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very 
costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. [4] There were some who said 
to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that? [5] For this ointment 
could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And 
they scolded her. [6] But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has 
done a beautiful thing to me. [7] For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you 
want, you can do good for them. But you will not always have me. [8] She has done what 
she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. [9] And truly, I say to you, 
wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in 
memory of her.” 
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I. Our story 
 

A. I love to tell our story (Living Hope Church) because it shows forth vividly the faithfulness of 
God.  We believe the Scriptures are the authoritative guide for doctrine and practice.  
1. The Scriptures declare that God is faithful.   

 
2. Our experience agrees with the Scripture.  Some examples: 

 
Exodus 34:5-6 (ESV) “[5] The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the LORD. [6] The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The 
LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love and faithfulness.” 

 
Psalm 86:15 (ESV) “[15] But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” 

 
1 Corinthians 1:9 (ESV) “[9] God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of 
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

 
B. Living Hope Church began on September 1, 1986.  A church originally based in Lebanon, 

PA, was adopted and a new work was launched (Cassel, Stengel, Umberger, or Weiman). 
 

1. We have several members who have been with us since the 80s (30 years together!). 
 It is gratifying to run the race with friends for decades.  Much love, much respect. 

 
2. My friend and mentor Jerry Martin led the church from our inception in 1986 until 

1993.  The church hired me as a pastor in 1990.  In 1993 I stepped into the lead 
role. 

 
3. The church was not doing well and I was fairly certain I was stepping in so I could give 

the church a decent and proper burial.  
 

C. All glory to God, and very much to my surprise, in 1994-1995 this church begins to 
experience life and growth.  I can assure you it wasn’t because of our meeting space. 

 
1. We were in a space above a Uni-Mart in Highspire (following a church).  I’m sure it 

could have been worse (but how?).  But we had some sweet meetings in that place! 
 

2. We moved to the Holiday Inn in Feb, 1995 (following a church).  It was here that 
people asked if we could start a building fund.  Sure!  I was not in favor of a 
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building. 
 

· More work than renting  
· So expensive 
· Risk (we might fail) 

 
3. Well, people, to my surprise started giving.  We announced the fund once a month 

in our bulletin.  I liked the reserves (only 5K in 1993). 
4. By the end of 2001, we had raised right around $100,000.  I didn’t contribute a 

single dollar because I wasn’t into a building.  It was dawning on me we might not 
die. 

 
5. We continue to experience steady growth and we relocated to STMS in Jan, 2002.  It 

was in 2002 that I had a sense we should raise funds for a building. 
 

D. I tend to be a planner and so I laid out a 7-year plan.  Raise money 3 years for land, take a 
year off, 3 years for a building and build what we can afford (conclude in 2010).  I’m 
onboard. 

 
1. The church responded incredibly well.  I was sure we could buy land in the first 4 

years and have a location and a plan for years 5-7.  
 

2. We told the church we would look for land from Harrisburg to Hershey to E-town 
with a  five mile soft radius.  A BIG area.  However, no go (land was going up). 

 
3. We do not believe in “name it and claim it “theology.  By coincidence, one Sunday 

Beth and I are driving by this property, I’m bemoaning a lack of land, and I point at 
this parcel we own now and say “I’d take that land.”  I thought it connected to a 
farm. 

 
4. We retained a realtor, we bid on land at auctions, but nothing.  One day in 2007 the 

township zoning officer mentions this parcel (Lutz property).  We were interested! 
 

E. I stopped by Mrs. Lutz’s house, no answer, went back with Beth, no answer, wrote a letter 
and said we are interested, no answer. 

 
1. I wrote a second letter, mentioned the money we had, and said we will look 

elsewhere but if you change your mind let us know (I’m sure I’m missing things in this 
story). 
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2. Please let us know.  Mrs. Lutz called the office and said the land isn’t for sale.   
 

3. We are in 2007, I’m getting ready to preach a series on stewardship, and I give a 
sermon on raising funds for a building.  Mid-week, I think maybe plant a church.  If 
God isn’t going to provide land maybe no building is His will. 

 
4. Two days after that sermon (I put the thing on the alter), Mrs. Lutz calls.  The date is 

June 12, 2007, because Beth is leaving for Zambia with her parents.  Mrs. Lutz says 
the land is available ASAP, we do our due diligence, and purchase this property. 

 
F.  God is faithful.  What did we learn about God in walking this path?  We learned: 

 
1. God is our provider. 
2. God is for us (even though the church went through a lot). 
3. God can make a way when we can’t see a way with natural eyes. 
4. We’re dependent people. 
5. God hears our prayers. 
6. God moved when we put it all up on the table (God loves faith and risk).  

 
Ex: In the Parable of the Talents the servant who buries one talent of money is evil 

and slothful (Matt 25:14-30).  This is remarkable.     
 

G. We laid out for Living Hope over the years that our plan was to raise funds for the 
mortgage every year.  We hope to eventually roll it in to our general fund soon but can’t 
just yet.   

 
1. I love the way we are in this together.  I am stunned at how God has met people 

who have given generously to this project.  We have remarkable stories. 
 

2. But you need to be informed.  To our guests, please listen in.  For those who are 
more recent additions to our family, we hope and pray you join in with us. 

 
II. Our situation 
 

A. We own 28 acres of property.  Our campus came in two parcels.  23 acres in 2007 and 5 
acres under power lines in 2010.  We raised 2.8M over the years and financed 2.7M.   

 
1. Our original mortgage was 2.7M, 4.5%, 25 years (5-year lock including first 18 months 

for construction).  Our yearly payment was $180,000 ($15,000 a month).  
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2. As were approaching the end of the term, and rates had dropped, our finance team 
(Ryan Mellinger, Mike Kushner, Nick Brightbill, Tom Shaheen) suggested 10 years. 

 
3. Our new mortgage is 2.5M, 4.875%, 20 years (10-year lock).  Our yearly payment is 

$196,000 for the next 9 years and 9 months ($16,300 a month). 
 

“When we understand what borrowing really is, we will realize that the process of 
borrowing and lending is another wonderful gift that God has given to us as human 
beings.”  Wayne Grudem in Business for the Glory of God, pp. 69-70  

 
B. Our aim for the offering next Sunday is to raise $196,000 for the mortgage in 2020. 

 
1. We regularly seek to motivate you by grace to give.  We look for the fruit that is 

credited to your account (see Phil. 4:17). 
 

2. To help us think and pray about how much to give (and we would love to see 
everyone involved, even children) I refer you to our text. 

III. Our giving 
 

A. We begin with a consideration of our motives to build a facility.  Why bother? 
 

1. I’ve already mentioned my earlier position which was a building is a lot of work 
(thank Dave Anderson for his work as facilities manager), expensive, and there is risk. 

 
2. There are a couple of ways to describe our motives to build. 

 
· Mission (a base of operations to be salt and a light) 
· Home (Marti - every family needs a home, we’re a family, we need a home) 
· Love for God and love for people (earlier in Mark’s Gospel): 

 
Mark 12:28-31 (ESV) “[28] And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with 
one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is 
the most important of all?” [29] Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. [30] And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ [31] The 
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 
greater than these.”  

 
3. Our motive is love for God and love for people and this love affects our actions.  We 

love God and people because we know our sins (not the part but the whole) are 
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forgiven.  Those who are forgiven love much (our lives are changed). 
 

B. We told Living Hope over the years, that while we do this for ourselves, that isn’t primary.  
Our concern was for you who came (and will come) after we built. 

 
1. We did this for future generations.  We did it because of hearts are full of love. 

 
2. In our text we have an example of giving motivated by love.  This story is so 

profound that Jesus says (v 9) “wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world 
what she has done will be told in memory of her.” 

 
3. We know from John 12:1-8 that she is Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus.  This 

story gives us a picture of extravagant giving. 
 

C. What does Mary do? 
 

1. She takes an alabaster flask of pure nard (expensive import from India), breaks the 
flask, and pours the perfume over the head of Jesus. 

 
· Kings were anointed in the OT with oil.  This is costly perfume.  The value 

was about one year of wages (Dauphin County median income is about 62K). 
 

2. You see the outcome?  Our actions for Jesus don’t always lead to applause. 
 

· Mary is scolded (v 5) 
· They said “the money could have been given to the poor (perhaps Judas).” 

 
3. And so it could be said to us (better to give the money to the poor). 

 
D. How does Jesus respond? 

 
1. Leave her alone (v 6 - seems like a healthy word for social media users).  Why do 

you trouble her?  She has done a beautiful thing to me. 
 

2. Living Hope, the value of what we have accomplished together, so far, is not 
primarily physical.  We did this for Jesus, motivated by our love for Him. 

 
3. V 7 - you will always have the poor with you, and whenever you want you can 

minister to them.  That statement stands (redistribution won’t hold up). 
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· Yet, we are also concerned to help the poor.  We do understand the category 
will always exist.  Happily, the world at large is experiencing less poverty.   
We are not part of a zero-sum game. 

 
4. Jesus commends Mary.  We want to live for the praise of our Lord and Savior.  The 

world may well hate and mock.  Jesus will say well done, good and faithful servant. 
 

· “She has done a beautiful thing” (v 6) 
· “She has done what she could” (v 8) 

 
E. That gets at the question I want to ask of us.  What can you do? 

 
1. How much can you give?  We have different means; we can’t all give the same 

amount.  What does extravagant love for Jesus and people look like in your life? 
 

2. Love for Jesus, because of His saving work on the cross (sins are forgiven when we 
believe and receive), will inform giving that is (like Mary, before the cross): 

 
· Extravagant (many of you have lived this - thank you) 
· Sacrificial (there are other options in life that are legit) 
· Timely (in season which is now) 
· Feasible (you actually have the funds without robbing a bank) 
· Remembered (we leave a legacy for family, friends, and those yet to belong) 

 
3. There is a difference between the cost of things and their value.  You can place a 

monetary value on an item (building) but the value is much higher (eternal). 
 
Close 
 

A. What can you do?  What can you give in 2020? 
 

1. Our need is $196,000.  What can you give? 
 

“A faithful reading of Scripture leads not to the question, “How much should I give?”  
Rather, it leads to the question, “How much do I need to keep?” “ John Cortines and 
Gregory Baumer, God and Money, p. 44  

 
2. Let’s begin with a consideration of what we each have.  Some of us have been given 

much and some have much less.  What can you give?  Maybe you should give it all. 
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3. But maybe not.  Ways to think and pray: 
 

· Happy dollars (God loves a hilarious giver) 
· Faith-filled dollars (knowing God will provide as I give) 
· Responsible dollars (gotta feed the kids) 
· Extravagant dollars (we aren’t cheap on tips and we give generously - grace) 
· What is in your heart to give? 

 
B. Next Sunday we will turn in our pledge cards.   

 
1. Think and pray about what you can give to our Building Fund 2020.  I’m very happy 

that we get to do this together.  Thank you! 
 
Pray 
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