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They Must Hear, We Must Tell Them 
Romans 10:14-17 

 
Intro 
 
In the 18th century a young man - an English cobbler - a shoemaker - named William at the age of 17 sat 
under the preaching of the Gospel and was brought under deep conviction and saw his need for the 
Savior and was born again as he trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Soon after young William became a student of the Bible and in 1789 he began to serve as pastor of 
Harvey Lane Baptist Church and through his leadership and proclamation of the Gospel God was pleased 
to revive the people in that church as he saw many come to Christ - this Calvinist pastor’s zeal for the 
lost could not be contained within the confines of his hometown as he went to the villages around him 
as well as he proclaimed Christ and him crucified and sinners trusted in the Savior 
 
His heart for the lost continued to expand as his soul was affected specifically by Isaiah 54:5 “Thy 
Redeemer…The God of the whole earth shall be called” as he contemplated this verse and the testimony 
throughout the NT of Christ’s love and compassion for the lost of all nations and his commission to bring 
the Gospel to the ends of the earth a vision grew in his heart - a vision to pour out his life so that others 
would know Jesus Christ. 
 
Giants of the Missionary Trail - Eugene Myers Harrison  
 
Nottingham England, May 31, 1792 William Carey preached the opening sermon at an annual meeting 
of local Baptist churches coming out of Isaiah 54 and  
 
Carey's soul was captivated by an epochal discovery. In consequence he was dreaming of continents 
and empires to be brought under the sway of Christ. He was thinking not just of England or of Europe, 
but of the world…All the passion of the inspired preacher's heart was poured out in two stupendous 
exhortations: 
"Expect great things from God!" 
"Attempt great things for God!" 
On pastor in attendance noted of the sermon:  
If all the people had lifted up their voices and wept, as the Children of Israel did at Bochim, I should not 
have wondered at the effect; it would only have seemed proportionate to the cause, so clearly did Mr. 
Carey prove the criminality of our supineness in the cause of God! 
 
But alas! the people did not weep! They did not even pause to pray! To them it was just another 
sermon, nice to listen to, but not to be taken too seriously. When Carey saw the people rising to leave 
as usual, he seized Andrew Fuller's hand and exclaimed in an agony of distress, "Are we not going to 
do anything? Oh, Fuller, call them back and let's do something in answer to God's call!" 
 
If you are familiar with the life of William Carey you know that indeed God did stir in the hearts of some 
to join him as he himself arrived to Calcutta, India on Nov. 11, 1793 as missionary to the Bengali people - 
never heard the name of Jesus Christ - struggling and laboring for many fruitless years and much 
suffering but eventually experiencing the joy seeing the gospel proclaimed and the church planted in 
India and even the culture being transformed through his efforts. God blessed William Carey’s zeal and 
Mr. Carey is considered the father of modern missions 
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His heart burned with zeal to magnify Jesus Christ and to see the lost to believe the gospel, his heart was 
filled with compassion for those apart from Christ - Mr. Carey knew the significance of our text this 
morning as it is noted by biographers that he often spoke of Romans 10:15 
 
So, this is a sermon about evangelism - condemned by evangelism and prayer  
 
Defenses are rising, old excuses are coming to mind, regret and failure 
 
Lay these aside - let down your guard - set your heart and mind to receive God’s Word to experience 
conviction where appropriate, and expect GRACE  
 
Paul wants us to understand how evangelism functions - evangel - Gospel  
 
Three Points: 
I. The Need for Evangelism  
II. The Means of Evangelism  
III. The Effect of Evangelism  
 
I. The Need for Evangelism 

A. Verses 14-15 - no distinction between Jew and Greek under God - speaking about the range of 
humanity - many kinds of people - one Lord - one Lord bestowing riches on all who call upon 
him  
1. Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ will be saved 

 
B. Paul is speaking about the issue of the upmost importance - this issue of whether or not 

someone is “saved” - no Christian cliché  
1. Not from low self-esteem 
2. Not in the first place from suffering and sickness, injustice - MATTER  

a) SAVED FROM GOD HIMSELF - Saved from having to experience the wrath of God that is 
set against us in his Holy opposition to our sin and sins 

(a) DON’T BECOME OVERLY FAMILIAR SO THAT THE REALITY OF WRATH AND OUR 
NEED TO BE SAVED FAILS TO HAVE THE APPROPRIATE EFFECT ON OUR SOULS  

(b) Because of our sin - all - everyone apart from grace will experience the fullness 
of the righteous, awful, unwavering wrath of God  

(c) THIS IS AS DIRE A Predicament AS THEIR IS - Whether or not we will experience 
HELL  
 

Illustration: Many reasons for anxiety and fear - many dangers - kids - finances - sickness, disaster - 
existential awareness - seem so near - ALL MUST PALE IN COMPARISON  
 

C. As we have seen in 9:2 and 10:1 - Paul’s heart breaks, he experiences sorrow and anguish as he 
pleads for God to save those whom he loves who have rejected Jesus Christ - he is aware of the 
danger - he is aware that apart from the grace of God they will experience the curse of God and 
be cut off from Christ in judgment - WE MUST KNOW THIS BAD NEWS in order to KNOW HOW 
GOOD THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL TRULY IS  
1. That the Son of God left the worship of heaven and the glory of seraphim and cherubim and 

archangels, resplendent in eternal glory, fully satisfied and supremely happy in the Godhead 
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to humble himself by taking to himself a human body, in the days of his flesh obeying the 
Father perfectly where we - each one of us has failed - going to the cross - dying as our 
substitute - bearing OUR SIN and the wrath of God in all of its unrelieved intensity - rising 
from the dead on the 3rd day victorious over sin, Satan, and the grave - ascended to the 
Father - sitting at the right hand - extending his mercy and his grace toward undeserving 
sinners - SO THAT WE CAN BE SAVED! Such is the love and mercy of God  
a) THIS IS THE GOSPEL - God has ordained NO OTHER WAY for wrath to be removed, sins 

forgiven, redemption, reconciliation - NO OTHER WAY TO BE SAVED THAN TO Hear the 
Gospel - BELIEVE IN HEART AND CONFESS WITH MOUTH AND CALL UPON THE LORD 
  

D. Application 
1. All apart from grace who have not called upon the name of the Lord are under judgment - 

the is no greater need for sinners under judgment than the Gospel - how great the need is 
for evangelism  
a) Do you see the danger? Do you feel compassion? 

 
Illustration: Neighbor with the BMW and the perfect lawn apart from Christ - NEED TO BE SAVED! 
 
Do you see? 
Do you see? 
All the people sinking down? 
Don't you care? 
Don't you care? 
Are you gonna let them drown? 
How can you be so numb?! 
Not to care if they come 
You close your eyes, 
And pretend the job is done (Keith Green) 
 

(1) If so - we will feel how great the need is to evangelize - rouse us from sleepiness 
and into the fields  
 

II. The Means of Evangelism 
A. As long as we - Christians - keep the Gospel to ourselves than people will not be saved - v. 14-15 

lays out the process of evangelism - the means through which others hear the Gospel and may 
be saved  
1. How will they call? They must call v. 13 but they can’t v. 9 believe in their heart that Christ 

was raised from the dead and confess with their mouth that Jesus is Lord if they don’t know 
about Jesus  

2. If they have never heard how can they believe - and they cannot they will not hear if 
someone does not preach to them - HERALDS 
a) Reminds us that words must be used - not just kindness  
b) In order for gospel heralds to proclaim Christ and him crucified so that they may believe 

and be saved - those heralds must be sent  
(1) In case you were wondering if anyone has been sent - listen to Jesus 

 
[18] And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
[19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 



Living Hope Church 5 November 2019 

4 

 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 
(John 20:21) 
 

3. Go - I’m sending you - to proclaim the Gospel  
4. If they have not heard they cannot believe - SO MANY HAVE NOT HEARD  

 
Illustration: Unreached people groups - 3.19 billion people - 41.6% of the world is unreached - U.S. 5 
million (Joshua Project) 
 

B. THE ONLY WAY THAT THEY CAN BE SAVED IS IF CHRISTIANS GO TO THEM AND PROCLAIM THE 
GOSPEL  
 

C. The means through which God works his saving power in the world is through sent men and 
women, equipped with the Gospel, in the power of the Holy Spirit proclaiming Christ and him 
crucified to the lost - NO PLAN B  
 

III. Application 
1. Our mission statement - “We proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone to present everyone mature 

in him” - do you own this mission to proclaim Jesus Christ to EVERYONE? Do you see 
yourself as participating in this shared mission? It’s not just the pastors  
 

[28] Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. [29] For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works 
within me. (Colossians 1:28-29) 
 

2. Begins with an awareness and conviction that you have been sent - you see your life this 
way? Not just theoretical - practically discern  
a) Reflected in your schedule, money, hobbies, free time, dreams - If one looked at your 

schedule and your lifestyle would one be able to readily discern that you live with an 
awareness that you are sent?  

b) Not simply talking about global missions - sent to your neighbor? All sent - our 
participation looks different - differing giftings, personalities, season of life  - we must 
not forget - if we numb ourselves - even with good things we will fail to properly 
understand a primary reason for why God has us on this earth  

c) “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach good news” 
(1) Feet - move the body forward - go  

 
[7] How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes 
peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns.” [8] The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to 
eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. [9] Break forth together into singing, you waste places of 
Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. [10] The LORD has 
bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God. (Isaiah 52:7) 
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d) You in? I WANT IN ON THE ENDS OF THE EARTH SEEING THE SALVATION OF GOD  
e) Conversation with those you love - how are we doing? Does our schedule make space 

to invite unbelievers into our lives to share Christ? 
(1) Some have never shared the Gospel 

(a) Invite to Church - The Bridge Course - Make a step  
(b) Who’s your 1? JD Grear 

 
“We will be challenging every church in our denomination to simply list a name on a card, begin to 
pray and ask God for opportunities to engage that person” with the gospel, Hunt said. “By the grace of 
God, the Lord will use you to win that person to Christ.” (Johnny Hunt) 
 

(c) You’re going towards others with the Gospel is beautiful in the sight of God - for 
those who are faithful in sharing Christ their lives are adorned with beauty in 
the sight of God  
i) WE ARE SENT FROM THIS PLACE 

 
IV. The Effect of Evangelism  

A. Verse 16 - Paul knows and informs us that in order for anyone to be saved - Christians must 
herald the good news but he is realistic and actually theologically informed in understanding 
that many will not believe the Gospel - they have not all obeyed the Gospel - Isaiah says Lord, 
who has believed what he has heard from us - quotes Isaiah 53 - sorrowful over the state of 
those who don’t know Christ or having heard have rejected Christ - sorrowful but not surprised - 
Isaiah 53 prophetically declares that when Jesus would come he would be despised and 
rejected - MAN OF SORROW AND SUFFERING - REJECTED - NOT BELIEVED UPON - TO HIS CROSS 
AND TO THIS DAY 
1. Understanding this ahead of time - biblically informed perspective - we would not give up in 

futility  
 

B. Verse 17 So faith comes from hearing and hearing through the word of Christ - the Gospel - 
believing = faith  
1. As the word of Christ - the gospel is proclaimed in this world - some WILL hear and believe - 

some WILL CALL UPON THE SAVIOR  
2. In order for them to believe - They must hear, we must speak - God gives the increase - He 

will use the proclamation of the Gospel to save all his elect, blood-bought children  
3. SOVEREIGNTY - NONE OF OUR BUSINESS WHO ARE THE ELECT 

a) The effect of our evangelism is that many will reject…LISTEN…some will hear and 
believe  
 

Illustration: Raise hand if you put your faith in Jesus Christ because of a tract, or a TV preacher, raise 
hand if you believed the Gospel because a friend or family member shared the Gospel 
 

C. Application  
1. Remember your conversion - someone shared the Gospel with you - GOD SAVED ME 
2. Do not give up - we will reap in due time if we don’t give up  
3. PARENTS - KEEP DISCIPLING  

a) Realistic - not futile - this is the way it works - NO ONE WILL BE SAVED IF THEY DO NOT 
HEAR - 100% CHANCE  

b) WORD OF CHRIST - SPECIFIC CONTENT OF THE GOSPEL  
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The saving message cannot be confined to general statements about the goodness of God and his 
salvific purposes. It centers on Jesus the Messiah and his saving work on the cross, and the truth that 
he is now the exalted Lord, who saves both Jews and gentiles. (Thomas Schreiner, BECNT: Romans, p. 
554) 
 
Close  
 
Oh, how great the need for evangelism, God has given us the means through which we pursue 
evangelism and has revealed what we can expect as we faithfully share the gospel with others.  
 
The Book of Acts informs us that the Holy Spirit is poured out upon men and women who take up the 
call to be witnesses for Jesus in this world 
 
You want to experience more of the Spirit - more of the presence of God? Consecrate yourself anew to 
the cause of Jesus Christ. Willingness and zeal to be witnesses of Jesus Christ is the key that unlocks the 
kind of glories we read in Acts as the Gospel advances in the face of hostility and through the suffering 
joy of the faithful and churches are planted  
 
But alas! the people did not weep! They did not even pause to pray! To them it was just another 
sermon, nice to listen to, but not to be taken too seriously. When Carey saw the people rising to leave 
as usual, he seized Andrew Fuller's hand and exclaimed in an agony of distress, "Are we not going to 
do anything? Oh, Fuller, call them back and let's do something in answer to God's call! 
 
PRAY - WE ARE WILLING GOD GIVE US EVANGELISTS - GOD GIVE LIVING HOPE MISSIONARIES - GIVE US 
CHURCH PLANTERS - GOD RAISE US MEN AND WOMEN YOUNG AND OLD WHO WILL POUR OUT THEIR 
LIVES FOR THE GLORY OF CHRIST AND THE SAKE OF THE LOST 
 
"Expect great things from God!" 
"Attempt great things for God!” 
 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that 
you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a 
link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope 
Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Benjamin Kreps 
Website: http://livinghopechurchpa.com 

 
 
 


