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The Word of Faith 
Romans 10:5-13 

 
 
Intro 
 
While there have been many errors and heresies in the church throughout church history, The 
20th century gave rise to a particularly dangerous brand of teaching that is often referred to as 
“The Word of Faith” or “Word-Faith” doctrine.  
 
This popular and pervasive charismatic teaching cobbles together a few verses like Proverbs 
18:21 “Life and death are in the power of the tongue” and other verses on faith and healing and 
declares among other things that all the healing and physical and financial prosperity we desire 
was purchased in the death of Christ and that the way we obtain these things is through 
“positive confession” - confessing Bible verses which positively assert healing and prosperity 
and in doing so create the reality of the prosperity  that we desire  
 
Illustration: My mom - Thanking God in advance for the healing. Don’t slip up. Your words 
create your reality. Whoops I started a Tsunami in India. Whoops I won the lottery. Fairly silly if 
you think it through 
 
Listen to the words of the pastor of the largest church in America  
 
“Our words have creative power. Anytime we speak something, either good or bad, we are 
giving life to what we are saying. Too many people go around saying negative things about 
themselves, their family and their future. Things like, “I’ll never be successful. This sickness is 
going to get the best of me. Business is so slow I don’t think I’m going to make it. Flu season is 
coming. I’ll probably get it.” They don’t realize they are prophesying their future. The 
scripture says, “We will eat the fruit of our words.” That means we’re going to get exactly 
what we’ve been saying.” 
 
I hope all God’s people say to that idea “get lost” 
 
Not advocating a negative approach to the way we use our words. Grumbling is forbidden in 
Scriptures. And make no mistake, God’s Word calls us to cultivate faith and hope and trust in 
God and to pray without ceasing, indeed to approach his throne with confidence, believing 
God’s promises throughout Scripture. Ours is not to create our reality with words but to entrust 
ourselves to a faithful God who raises the dead and causes light to shine into darkness and to 
leave our cares in his Sovereign hands. 
 
WHY? This Word of Faith movement, its name is taken from our text Romans 10:8. Do well to 
remember that Peter warns us in 2 Peter 3 that they are those who twist the words of Paul.  
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Listen, the reality of what this text teaches is infinitely greater than the hogwash of so-called 
positive confession. Our text reveals the means through which we are reconciled to God himself 
and through which we receive the richest of blessings from God  
 
READ TEXT 
 
Inspired apostle continues to dig into the issue of how we obtain the righteousness we need to 
stand before a Holy God, what we must do to obtain salvation - can there be any greater issue?  
 
Behold the Lord Jesus Christ and doing so, revive our hearts and tune them to sing his praise. 
Someone, O someone may move from death to life this morning 
 
I. The Righteousness of Faith II. How We Receive This Righteousness III. The Inclusive Invitation 
of This Righteousness  
 
I. The Righteousness of Faith 

A. Context 
1. Two weeks ago 10:1-4 - Paul opens up his heart and lets us into his prayer life - 

“Brothers my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them - the Jewish people - is that 
they may be saved 
a) This is the issue he addresses throughout 9-11 - why have the vast majority of 

the Jewish people rejected Jesus Christ? Have God’s promises and purposes 
failed? 
(1) His prayers are full of his heart-felt desire for God to save his kinsman 

according to the flesh - he can pray this way BECAUSE he believes in the 
absolute sovereignty of the God who saves by his grace - who awakens the 
dead and raises to life by his effectual call as his elect hear the Gospel 
proclaimed - why pray otherwise? 

2. The Jews have zeal for God - no doubt - but w/o knowledge - for they diligently 
pursued the law - obedience to God’s commands but with the impression that in 
doing so they were building a sufficient righteousness - stellar track-record to 
commend themselves to God  
a) Missed that the righteousness they and all of us need comes from God and not 

from ourselves and our activity  
3. v. 4 For Christ is the end fo the law for righteousness to everyone who believes - He 

is the goal and the grand fulfillment of the law - consummated in the blessed 
appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ - there is no other way to stand right before 
God than faith in him - he is the precious cornerstone of our salvation - the law is 
not an option or alternative - Christ is the end of the law 
 

B. Our text v. 5 - Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law that the 
person who does the commandments shall live by them - COMPLEX BIBLICAL 
THEOLOGY 
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[1] And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, [2] “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, I 
am the LORD your God. [3] You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, 
and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall 
not walk in their statutes. [4] You shall follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in 
them. I am the LORD your God. [5] You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a 
person does them, he shall live by them: I am the LORD. (Leviticus 18:1-5) 
 

1. So, if one keeps God’s statutes and rules - the law perfectly - he shall live by them - 
one serious issue - no one, save one man, has or ever will keep the statutes and 
rules of God and live by them because of the reality of sin  

2. The standard - perfect law-keeping  
 

For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. (James 
2:10) 
 

3. The outworking of sin - for we all fail in MANY points  
 

[9] I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive 
and I died. [10] The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. [11] For 
sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 
[12] So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. (Romans 7:9-
12) 
 

a) When the law collides with our fallenness - sin comes alive not life - not because 
of any problem in the law but the problem is within us  

4. We must not miss the vital function of the law in God’s purposes  
 

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:20) 
 

C. The rigors of keeping God’s law and the inability to fully obey was intended by God to 
turn ourselves from the deception that if we are good enough, we can commend 
ourselves to God and for all - Jew and Gentile alike - to cast ourselves upon God for his 
mercy and grace  
 

D. That path to righteousness based on the law is totally cut-off as a possibility but another 
is opened - v. 6-8 - but the righteousness that is based on faith is a different matter - 
ASTUTE READER - MOST surprisingly Paul does so by quoting Deuteronomy chapter 30 - 
a text that talks about the law to describe the Gospel 
 

[11] “For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it 
far off. [12] It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend to heaven for us and 
bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ [13] Neither is it beyond the sea, that you 
should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 
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[14] But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it. 
(Deuteronomy 30:11-14) 
 

E. Is Paul just using the Scriptures will-nilly however he pleases?  
 

F. The key is in 10:4 Christ is the end of the law - the grand fulfillment of the law so that 
Doug Moo helpfully explains.  
 

The best explanation of Paul’s use of the Deut. 30 text is to think that he finds in this passage 
an expression of the grace of God in establishing a relationship with his people. As God 
brought his word near to Israel so they might know and obey him, so God now brings his 
word “near” to both Jews and Gentiles that they might know him through his Son Jesus Christ 
and respond in faith and obedience. Because Christ, rather than the law, is now the focus of 
God’s revelatory word, Paul can “replace” the commandment of Deut. 30:11-14 with Christ. 
(Doug Moo, NICNT: Romans, p. 671) 
 

1. Paul is doing biblical theology - tracing the trajectories of Scripture and how they 
connect into Jesus Christ the one who informs us that all of the OT is actually 
pointing to him  

2. Of course, in many ways the Jews could obey the Law as Deuteronomy says - but 
not savingly - inability to fully fulfill the righteous requirements points to the need 
for a Savior  
 

G. The righteousness based on faith is the opposite of spiritual striving and activity - we do 
not need to go to extreme lengths to obtain this righteousness - v. 8 the word is near 
you in your mouth and heart - the word of faith - the gospel is right in front of you  
 

Illustration: Other religions emphasize extreme and strenuous measures to take in order to 
obtain enlightenment - pilgrimage, vision quests, etc. EXAMPLE  
 

1. Spiritual enlightenment and advancement in Christ is not some hard to obtain goal 
reserved for the spiritual elites - Christ and him crucified - THE ONLY ONE WHO DID 
OBEY THE LAW FULLY AND LIVED BY IT - THUS DIED AS OUR SUBSTITUTE - BEARING 
OUR JUDGMENT IN HIS BODY ON THE TREE - SO THAT LAW-BREAKERS COULD BE 
FORGIVEN AND COUNTED AS RIGHTEOUS AS HE TRANSFERS HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS 
TO OUR CREDIT - THEIS WOR right in front of us - can’t be any closer  
a) JESUS IS PRESENT IN THIS MOMENT - thought the proclamation of the Gospel - 

he’s right here  
 

H. Application 
1. The righteousness based on the law is all about striving and working and is 

ultimately futile 
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2. The righteousness based on faith simply believes in the Jesus who stands in front of 
us and through whom we know because of the Gospel the only one who can make 
us right before God  
a) What happens when you sin? Do you revert to some striving, penance to make 

your conscience feel right with God? The Gospel says Christ is present in that 
moment to forgive - your striving is ineffectual - despite your reservations run 
into the arms of the Savior who would not have you strive but trust. 
  

II. How We Receive This Righteousness  
 
A. v. 9 - about a famous of a verse as there is - If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead - YOU WILL BE SAVED 
- this is what it looks like to receive the righteousness based on faith  
1. Confess w/ mouth - Jesus is Lord - Jesus = savior - Lord = God 
2. Believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead 

a) The content of the Gospel - he has died as our substitute and has risen from the 
dead victoriously  
 

His resurrection was no mere resuscitation of a corpse only for it to die again, but God’s 
decisive and irrevocable sealing of Him who was crucified as the eternal Lord. (Charles 
Cranfield, ICC: Romans, p. 53) 
 

3. Believe and confess - you will be saved - from wrath - from judgment for sin  
 

B. v. 10 for with the heart - the symbol of the center of our being - one believes and is 
justified - with the mouth one confesses and is saved 
1. Hmmm…. I thought it was faith alone…is this is a work I must do? Now my mouth 

must say certain words? Believe AND… 
2. Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks - hearts that believe will always 

produce mouths that confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father - we 
are Holistic beings - when we trust in Christ our whole self is engaged - DESCRIBING 
WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE  

3. Simply through believing in the Lord Jesus Christ - the risen King that we receive 
salvation and are justified - declared righteous before God - RIGHTEOUSNESS BASED 
ON FAITH  
a) HAVE YOU DONE THIS? HAVE YOU? YOU MAY AT THIS MOMENT! 

 
C. IF SO: 

1. V. 12 EVERYONE, EVERYONE w/o qualification - apart from merit and deserving - 
EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME! 

2. AWARE OF SIN GRACE - we should be put to shame - we will never be put to shame 
a) Stand in the presence of the risen Christ of the cross we have MANY REASONS 

TO FEEL SHAME - he draws near and takes our shame away - bestows 
righteousness, honor and glory upon us - SERIOUS GRACE  
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b) The world will try to shame you, Satan may try to shame you - Jesus never will  
 

D. Application 
1. ASSURE YOUR HEART - Confidence before our Holy God  

The resurrection alone is often set before us as the assurance of our salvation, not to draw 
away our attention from his death, but because it bears witness to the efficacy and fruit of his 
death. (John Calvin) 
 

2. Sensitive Conscience - listen to the voice of God - Christ has died and risen from the 
dead - his resurrection bears witness to you that his grace is effective that the fruit 
of his resurrection is assurance that he will save to the uttermost all who call upon 
him 
 

III. The Inclusive Nature of this Righteousness    
 
A. v. 11 No distinction between Jew and Greek - representing the whole of humanity - 

everyone is invited to receive this righteousness based on faith  
 

B. Because - many different people in the world - ONE LORD - many kinds - ONLY ONE 
LORD  
1. Same Lord of all people - this Lord - OUR LORD IS GENEROUS - he bestows his riches 

upon ALL who call on him  
2. Let us never think of the salvation of God in Christ as a merely mechanical 

arrangement - believe and then justification  
3. Consider rather that the Lord Jesus Christ has set the riches of his grace upon you - 

you have been made fabulously, wildly rich in Christ as you put your faith in him - 
righteousness, eternal life, his very Spirit, an unshakable inheritance, future glory 
that is so wondrous that makes our present sufferings not to be compared with it - 
BESTOWING RICHES ON HELPLESS SINNERS  

4. Eager to bestow riches on the undeserving - Personal  
 

C. v. 13 for EVERYONE, EVERYONE who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved  
1. Everyone - no matter who you are or what you have done 

a) Pastor you don’t know the things I’ve done - irrelevant - IF YOU CALL ON THE 
NAME OF THE LORD…YOU…WILL…BE….SAVED! 
 

Illustration: Nanny concerned about lack of dramatic testimony - you called on the name of the 
Lord?  
 

D. Application 
1. Sovereignty and whosoever will may come and call upon the name of the Lord and 

be saved 
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And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. 
For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, 
and among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls. (Joel 2:32) 
 

2. Living Hope - we have been given a mission Our mission - proclaim the only means 
by which anyone may be saved - and declare that any who will call will be saved 

3. Confess with our mouths - STAY SILENT? NERVOUS ABOUT HOW YOU MIGHT LOOK? 
THEY NEED TO BE SAVED AND WE HAVE THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL WHICH 
DECLARES THE ONLY MEANS BY WHICH THEY CAN BE SAVED  
a) ARRESTED IN NEPAL 
b) Church planting - Athens, TN - Church planting for us  

 
Close  
Word of faith is not some enigmatic magic formula to get all the goodies we want from God  
 
Word of faith is the Word of the Gospel - the Word that declares a righteousness counted as 
ours through faith  
 
Let the world malign and abuse - I have Christ! 
 
When the suffering arrives - nightmares and heartbreak - yet I will confess I have Christ who 
removes my shame  
 
When we reach the end and we stand before God - oh we will see - our faith will turn to sight 
and even then and for all eternity we will gladly and joyfully confess that Jesus is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father  
 
Upon a Life I have not lived,  
Upon a Death I did not die,  
Another’s Life; Another’s Death,  
I stake my whole eternity.  
Not on the tears which I have shed, 
 Not on the sorrows I have known,  
Another’s tears; Another’s griefs, 
 On these I rest, on these alone. 
O Jesus, Son of God, I build on what Thy cross has done for me; 
There both my death and life I read, my guilt, and pardon there I see. (Horatius Bonar) 
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