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Our Precious Cornerstone 
Romans 9:30-10:4   

 
Intro 
 
Illuminating question “What are You Building Your Life Upon?” 
 
Don’t pay lip service, say Jesus, and move on 
 
To discern the answer, we need to really dig down underneath who we are and examine what it is that 
makes us tick, what is your greatest passion, what guides your thinking, what motivates you? What do 
you think about when your alone with your thoughts? What do you dream about for your life? 
 
Career Advancement, Popularity, Insta likes, Wealth Accumulation, Politics, Fitness, Successful Parenting 
 
Feels like a gaping hole of need, Depression, Sorrow 
 
Maybe you’re like I’m not building anything. Life’s busy. Just trying to get by. 
 
Reflection on a question like that gets underneath the noise and the busyness and activity to understand 
the condition of our souls and who we actually are  
 
I trust that in sincerity many of us here can say, I’m building my life on Jesus. I say good but is it truly so 
or is Jesus just sort of an accessory that you mix into your life at your convenience? Or is he at the bed-
rock foundation of your life, as your everything?  
 
Our text addresses that question - what are you building your life upon? 
 
In Romans 9 Paul has been addressing the concerning reality of why the vast majority of the Jewish 
people have rejected Jesus Christ as the Savior 
 
In our text, he gets underneath the difference between the Christian and those who are lost, what is at 
root, what is most foundational, what we build our lives upon and why it is the most important matter 
we could ever figure out 
 
His purpose is not only instruction but evangelistic as he sheds light on why the Jewish people have 
failed in their goal to stand right before God  
 
In doing so he teaches us about what is most important so that we don’t fail to receive the grace of God, 
so that we locate the Lord Jesus Christ in his proper place - as the bedrock foundation of our lives - our 
joy, hope, security before God  
 
Two Points: 

1. Instructing us about the wrong way to be right with God and directing us toward the right way.  
2. Aspects of religion that can’t save.  

 
Seeking to be right before God based on our own track record of goodness is - I. A Futile Pursuit II. A 
Foolish Endeavor  
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I. A Futile Pursuit 

 
A. In Romans 9 Paul has been dealing with a most important question - why have the Jewish 

people - the Israelites - received covenants, promises, law, sacrifices, temple worship, glory - 
rejected Jesus Christ in large numbers - the Son of David - the one to whom all those OT 
blessings ultimately point to 
1. One might be tempted to believe that God’s Word has failed - he dropped the ball on his 

covenant people - that would throw everything up in the air for everyone else - God would 
not be trustworthy  
 

B. v. 6 - Paul opens up the OT Scriptures and makes his arguments  
1. Stories of Moses and Pharaoh - Isaac and his sons Jacob and Esau - MORE  
2. God’s promises are fulfilled in his way and according to his will  
3. He is sovereign in his mercy and hardening and is working through the clay of his human 

creation honorable and dishonorable vessels - vessels of wrath and vessels of mercy  
a) God has the right and the freedom to do as he will - he could have freely and rightly 

abandoned all to sin and judgment and wrath - PRAISE GOD he has chosen to have 
mercy on some in and through the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ  
 

C. Last week - LIGHTS OUT - HUNGER FOR WORD - can’t go back and listen but the notes are up - 
the inspired Apostle having explained God’s sovereign mercy specifically includes those outside 
of the Jewish people in v. 24 - also from gentiles  
1. Prophet Hosea - Gentiles - not a people - in sin and under wrath - undeserving - God CALLS a 

people for himself - my people, my beloved, sons - children of God - TO JEWS NO APPLIED 
TO GENTILES  

2. Reaches for Isaiah to show that in fact judgment on Israel was declared long ago and that 
only a few - a remnant would be saved - God never promised that everyone who was a child 
of the flesh, Abrahamic DNA would be included in the people of his mercy and blessing  
 

D. v. 30 “What shall we say then” or “what is our conclusion in light of what was just explained”  
1. Gentiles - didn’t purse righteousness - didn’t give a toss about God’s law have now - 

through the gracious, effectual calling through the Gospel - having responded with faith  - 
have attained righteousness - ROMANS 1:16-17 

2. Israel pursued obedience to the law of God - in pursuing righteousness according to the Law 
given at Sinai did not succeed in reaching the law - weren’t successful to obtain 
righteousness through their obedience - NO RIGHTEOUSNESS  
a) Your telling me that the hedonistic, rebellious, knuckle-dragging, gentiles come shuffling 

in here w/ their tattoos and bacon and jean shorts, picking their nose with a Marlboro 
hanging out of their mouth and they simply believe the Gospel and are declared 
righteous - justified - right before God and the diligent Jews who oriented their lives 
around careful keeping of the commands and precepts of God - unrighteous and lost? 
The Jews have been here the whole time obeying the law and they are lost - IS THAT 
WHAT YOU’RE SAYING PAUL? YES! 
 

So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. (Romans 9:16) 
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(1) Exertion and will not earn God’s mercy 

 
E. V. 32 Why? How does this make sense? Because though Israel pursued the law - right to obey 

God - they do so, not with faith, but as if it - righteousness was based on works - instead of the 
only means by which one can be counted as righteous - justified through faith alone in Christ 
alone  
1. The Law itself then pointed them to the reality that faith is what must lie underneath a 

righteous standing and they missed it - INSUFFICIENT - FAILED AND DAILY SACRIFICES - NEW 
COVENANT PROPHECY  
a) Righteousness is accounted to those who have faith in Christ not those who have faith 

in their works - personal righteousness - stellar track record of rule keeping to 
commend oneself to God - that’s the opposite of grace - that seeking to put God in our 
debt  

b) You have run after self-justification and in your pursuit, you have stumbled - you have 
tripped over that which was right in front of you - the promised Messiah and the need 
to locate faith in him  
 

F. V. 33 Not a new idea - he reaches back into the prophecy of Isaiah again  
1. God is laying in Zion - in the place of his presence - stone of stumbling - a rock of offense - 

he does so knowing that the presence of this stone will produce stumbling will provoke 
offense for self-righteous people  

2. Behold this stone…unusual stone. This stone is a person - HIM - Jesus declares himself as 
that stone prophecies in Isaiah  
a) His exclusive claim as the only means by which one can be right with God is the 

stumbling block for Jews - yes for thousands throughout the millennia - your good 
works - your good deeds will not count for anything when it comes to standing 
righteous before God  
(1) CAN’T CLIMB OVER THIS ROCK OR SHORTCUT AROUND IT - THIS ROCK STANDS IN 

THE CENTER OF HISTORY  
3. Present here in this verse if the alternative - if one does not stumble, one does not suffer 

offense, rather let’s down guard, opens arms and believes in him - will not be put to shame  
a) 2 Options - Don’t believe = shame - condemned for your sin before a Holy God - your 

good works will be shown to be puny  
b) NOT WORK - Believe = NO SHAME  

(1) Long and short of the matter and our works make not one contribution 
 

It is precisely because they desired to achieve their own righteousness that they failed to believe in 
Christ, for believing in Christ gives all the glory to God, while observing the law means that glory and 
praise accrue to human beings. (Thomas Schreiner, BECNT: Romans, p. 529) 
 

G. Glory belongs to God alone  
 

H. For those who believe - oh this stone of stumbling to the self-righteous become a most precious 
cornerstone - the rock-solid foundation upon which our hope is built  
 

[6] For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
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[7] So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone,” [8] and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They 
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. (1 Peter 2:6-8) 
 

1. Believe in him our shame is taken away - we receive instead the honor of God’s 
righteousness as a gift - HOW? The cross - he was put to shame so that those who believe in 
him will never be put to shame  
 

I. Application 
1. Call to unbelievers - you are not good enough - if anyone could pull it off it would be 

obedient Jews! REPENT OF YOUR SIN AND ATTEMPTS AND BELIEVE 
2. Oh, weary sent, of my faltering friend, o beloved you who feel condemnation - struggling 

with many sins - behold you’re the stone this morning - the precious cornerstone of your 
salvation - WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME! 
 

[26] “You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, who has 
dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. [27] You shall know 
that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God and there is none else. And my 
people shall never again be put to shame. (Joel 2:26-27) 
 
Seeking to be right with God through our works is a futile pursuit 
 
II. A Foolish Endeavor  

 
A. 10:1 Paul expresses the personal affection in 9:1-3 - compassion for his Jewish brothers and 

sisters who have rejected Christ 
1. My heart’s desire - emotional core  
2. Prayer - compassion moves him to pray  

a) They may be SAVED - BIBLE WORD - not 9:3 accursed and cut off from Christ  
(1) God’s Sovereignty does not dampen fervent prayer for the lost  

 
When it comes to evangelism and prayer it is none of our business who is elect - who is predestined. 
(Piper) 

(2) it is because God CAN and does save - save that we pray for him all the more to do 
so for those whom we love - WHY PRAY IF HE ISN’T SOVEREIGN? WHAT ARE WE 
PRAYING FOR 
 

B. V. 2 They have a zeal for God - but not according to knowledge - their zeal was misinformed - 
their zeal was foolish in the end because it wasn’t directed in the right direction  
 

C. v. 3 They are ignorant of the righteousness of God - considered themselves law experts as they 
sought to establish their own righteousness as described in 9:32-33 - in the end they have failed 
to submit to God’s righteousness because the saving righteousness we need from God is not 
contingent on our works  
1. Sobering - One can have zeal for God and miss him entirely  

 
Illustration: Andrew scores on the wrong hoop  
Illustration: Very religious muslims, hindus, etc. - suicide bombers  
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PAUL - new all about misplaced zeal for God: 
[5] circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; [6] as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. [7] But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. [8] 
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ [9] and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith. 
(Philippians 3:5-9) 
 

D. Zeal for God apart from the gospel is worthless - sincerity doesn’t count  
1. You can do devos, listen to worship music, come to church every day, FISH STICKER - BE 

TOTALLY LOST IF YOUR FAITH IS NOT EXCLUSIVE IN CHRIST  
2. Having come to put our faith in Christ we must be aware of the temptation of self-

righteousness  
a) Look in judgment on others - observe failures - point fingers - nitpick - disdain  

 
[11] The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. [12] I fast twice a week; I give tithes of 
all that I get.’ [13] But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but 
beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ [14] I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:11-14) 
 

E. ZEAL BUT LOST - THE FAINTEST FAITH - SAVED  
 

F. 10:4 God’s righteousness is not obtained through our righteousness - through keeping the law - 
the law is good and holy in its proper place - the Jews pursued the law as a means of standing 
righteous before God  
1. That option is not available - Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 

believes - HE IS THE GOAL - faith is the only right response for the law is unable to save - 
only Jesus saves  
a) Any attempt to work our way into God’s good graces a foolish endeavor - we are not 

left that option - oh we work - not to be right but to please the one who has declared us 
righteous in Jesus Christ through faith  
 

G. Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to all who believe 
1. LAW KEEPER AND FULFILLER 
2. HE IS THE FULFILLMENT OF THE OT SACRIFICES - THE SCAPEGOAT, THE SACRIFICIAL LAMB, 

THE BREAD, THE SWEET INCENSE TO GOD, THE BLOOD UPON THE ALTAR  
3. THE BEGINNING AND END OF SALVATION  
4. THE ALPHA AND OMEGA OF GRACE 
5. HE WAS THE SUBSTITUTE FOR SINNERS - HE IS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS GIVER 
6. HE IS THE FOUNDATION OF OUR FAITH AND THE ANCHOR OF OUR SOULS 
7. HE IS OUR PRECIOUS CORNERSTONE - HE IS OUR STRONG AND SURE FOUNDATION AND 

OUR GUARANTEE OF MERCY AND GRACE AND HONOR HEAVEN AND GLORY AND ACCESS 
INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD AS BELOVED CHILDREN OF GOD  
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8. ALL THAT WE NEED AND ALL WE COULD WANT - WE NEED AND WE WANT NO OTHER 
  

H. Application 
1. Lay down your anxious strivings to get on God’s good side - put down your condemnation 

for your sin - better LET THE GLORY AND GRACE AND LOVE OF CHRIST BANISH THESE 
THINGS  
a) STAND BEFORE GOD - LOOK AT MY OBEDIENCE - LOOK AT YOUR SON - PLEASED TO 

LOOK ON HIM AND PARDON ME  
2. Kill your self-righteousness - what do we have that we have not received? 

a) Christian maturity involves a deepening awareness of unworthy, undeserving, more 
aware of our own sins and failures, more aware of the staggering nature of the grace of 
God, busy enough without looking down our nose at others  

3. Emulate compassion and prayer for the lost 
a) MISSIONS PRAYER MEETING  

 
Close  
 
What are you building your life upon? 
 
Options - Jesus or anything else  
 
Oh, let us renew and revive this day our absolute trust and confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ - Our 
cornerstone - our sure foundation - the goal of our righteousness and faith  
 
Let us declare with confidence in Jesus Christ:  
 
[19] Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the 
LORD. [20] This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. [21] I thank you that you 
have answered me and have become my salvation. [22] The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone. [23] This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
[24] This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:19-24) 
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