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Sons of the Living God 
Romans 9:25-29 

 
Intro 
 
We all come to the Bible with preconceptions - inevitable - our unique experiences, personal history, 
heart-breaks, relationships good and bad, family life, persistent temptations and sins - when we 
approach the Bible we do so through the lens of all of what we have experienced and who we are  
 
We are not a Tabula Rasa - a clean slate - we are emotionally and psychologically conditioned people - 
we are complicated  
 
Does not make reading the Bible objectively an impossible task by any means but we do well to have 
this awareness and appropriate humility as we read and process the Word of God. It is a common 
temptation to emphasize certain texts over others that support our passions and to pass over those 
texts which we are difficult or read into text things that aren’t there 
 
When it comes to the doctrines of grace and of God’s free and sovereign election of undeserving sinners 
to come into and receive the blessings of Jesus Christ, we must be very careful that we don’t read the 
text with a previous commitment to a philosophical position 
 
For some that previous commitment that is brought into the text is a radical commitment to the 
autonomous free will of man (psychology disagrees) - every text must bend itself to accommodate this a 
priori conviction - Oxford “reasoning from a theoretical deduction rather than from an observation” 
 
Now, it is true that, biblically defined, we have free will in the sense that we are free to do what we 
want to do, but our wills are not unaffected or free from influence. Our thoughts and desires are shaped 
for us by sin - a rather a stark picture apart from grace: 
 
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. (Romans 1:18) 
 
[10] as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; [11] no one understands; no one seeks for God. 
(Romans 3:10-11) 
 
We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. (Romans 6:6) 
 
Sin masters us - thinking and desires - our will  
 
But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to 
the standard of teaching to which you were committed, (Romans 6:17) 
 
[6] For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. [7] For 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it 
cannot. (Romans 8:6-7) 
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We do what we want but apart from the grace of God our wants and our wills are enslaved and 
corrupted  
 
Go on and go wide throughout Scripture. Having been born again, NOT an instant restoration the work 
of undoing the effect of sin and the fall on our minds is a life-long endeavor.  
 
[2] Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 
12:2) 
 
Need to have our minds renewed by the Word through the Holy Spirit lest we consider ourselves wise in 
our own eyes and bend the Scriptures to accommodate the biases and preferences we bring to 
Scripture.  
 
WHY SAY ALL THIS? Looking at the great and weighty realities of God’s sovereign election - of his 
absolute freedom to have mercy on whom he wills - controversial for some - Our text makes an 
argument from the OT Scripture to inform and illustrate God’s activity in and through the Gospel - the 
workings of his sovereign mercy 
 
READ TEXT - DO SO WITH HUMILITY LAYING ASIDE ANY PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS THAT MIGHT 
CONTRADICT WITH THE WORD OF GOD 
 
2 kinds of people - vessels of wrath and vessels of mercy chosen and called v. 24 “not from the Jews only 
but also the gentiles”  
 
Paul explains further the nature of God’s grace in choosing to show mercy - for our understanding - 
more - for our comfort, for the cultivation of joyful humility, for our zeal  
 
I. God’s Calling of the Gentiles  

 
A. REVIEW - v. 14-18 We behold God in his absolutely free, sovereign will - Moses - I will have 

mercy on whom I will have mercy - Pharaoh’s hardness of heart and rebellion toward God - not 
outside the will of God - utilized in God’s plan to show his power and we learn that God also 
hardens whom he wills  
 

B. His mercy and hardening enters the scene of a humanity that is sinful and in rebellion against 
him so that as he answered objections in v. 19-23 the inspired apostle informs us that it God is 
not unjust or unfair in all of this because mercy is not receiving justice - it is unearned and 
undeserved  
 

C. God has the freedom to what he wills in and through his creation - he is the potter we are the 
clay - we must not contend against him or questions his sovereign freedom - to those who 
“answer back” there is a rebuke and putting in one’s proper place  
1. By the will of God - Vessels of wrath who have been prepared in their own rebellious sin to 

receive destruction and vessels of mercy who, purely on the grounds of God’s gracious and 
kind will, are brought up into the blessings of the Lord Jesus Christ and are being prepared 
by him personally for glory 
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D. V. 24 - even us whom he has called = LIVE = effectual = Jews and Gentiles - narrative of who 
receives God’s promise broadens - it is not only Jews but those outside of the Old Covenant 
people who are called to come into the people of God - “also gentiles as indeed he says” v. 25 
he paraphrases the prophet Hosea 
 

Illustration: Israel had become so sinful and rebellious against God that there was little difference 
between them and the surrounding pagan nations. Hosea is called to marry the prostitute Gomer - 2 
babies “not my people” and “no mercy” - Israel had played the whore and came under God’s judgment 
but most surprisingly that we find Hosea’s faithfulness to the prostitute to be a picture of God’s mercy 
and grace towards adulterous people 
 

E. In view are sinners who rightly face the wrath of God and his righteous rejection - sinners 
deserving only his wrath - God speaks to adulterous people and changes the whole conversation  
1. You who are not my people - because of your sin - YOU I will CALL ‘my people’ 
2. You who are not lovable in your sin - YOU I will CALL ‘beloved’ 
3. v. 26 in the VERY PLACE of your in rebellion and harlotry and judgment - IN THAT PLACE - I 

WILL CALL - THEY WILL BE CALLED SONS OF THE LIVING GOD 
4. Note that this is a prophecy to the Jewish people - they had become so sinful that they were 

no different than the surrounding nations - Paul draws out and broadens the reality that 
across the world God who is “Not my people” “unloved” and shows mercy  
a) Staggering grace - UNBELIEVABLE MERCY - HOW IS THIS POSSIBLY? WHY DOES HE HAVE 

MERCY? BECAUSE HE HAS MERCY! 
(1) He takes the nobodies, the failures, the foolish - YES YOU - I WILL MAKE YOU A SON 

OF THE LIVING GOD - A CHILD OF GOD! 
(a) His mercy creates a people, his mercy creates his beloved, his mercy creates 

children of God  
 

Illustration: Some are tempted to be enthralled with celebrity conversation stories - Rich and powerful 
are Outliers - God loves nobodies  
 
[26] For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. [27] But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; [28] God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 
[29] so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. (1 Corinthians 1:26-29) 
 

F. HOW DOES HE ACCOMPLISH THIS - as a just and holy God HOW IS HE ABLE TO SHOW MERCY TO 
THE UNDESERVING - ONLY IN AND THROUGH THE GOSPEL?  
1. The fruit of the cross is underserving sinners, unlovely nobodies, receiving mercy and grace, 

given the indwelling Holy Spirit - UNITED TO CHRIST - He is the Son of God and all united to 
him are sons of God with him - without qualification regarding ethnicity, heritage, good or 
bad  
 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. (Romans 8:14) 
 

G. Application 
1. Making unlovely, underserving people into beloved children of the Living God - it is his 

doing - rejoice! 
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[28] You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you.[29] Oh give 
thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! (Psalm 118:28-29) 
 

2. Stand amazed 
 

[9] But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. [10] 
Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. (1 Peter 2:9-10) 
 

3. He loves the nobodies - he has loved you into existence - he has mercied you into his family 
 

Illustration: Not like a dinner party - oh I wonder who will come  
 

a) Personal affection - BELOVED – MINE 
 

II. God’s Calling of the Jews 
 
A. Prophet Isaiah cries out concerning Israel the sobering realties of God’s judgment  

1. God promised Abraham in Genesis that he would make his offspring as numerous as the 
sand that is on the seashore in the time of Isaiah that had come to fruition - and yet as God 
judges his rebellious people through the Assyrian invasion - Isaiah declares that God has 
promised that he would devastate their number - only a remnant - only a small portion 
would be saved  

2. v. 29 READ VERSE - 9:22 O God is patient but he has integrity - he always follows through - 
when he does move to execute his justice against sinners - it will be uncompromising, 
unassailable, swift and full  

3. v. 29 Oh there will be a remnant, there will be offspring of the promise, but only after 
judgment falls - if he didn’t spare some then all would become like Sodom and Gomorrah - 
wicked city - immorality and oppressing the poor 
 

[24] Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. [25] 
And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew 
on the ground. (Genesis 19:24-25) 
 

B. v. 6 - God’s Word has not failed for God - MANY JEWS REJECTING - in fact promised that only a 
remnant of the nation of Israel would be saved - so many gentiles and so few Jews - a surprising 
reversal of expectations - REMNANT OF THE GENTILES??? 
 

[11] I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
in the kingdom of heaven, [12] while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. 
In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 8:11-12) 
 

1. SAVED = v. 1-5 - HEARTBREAK - ACCURSED AND CUT OFF - ethnic heritage will not make one 
contribution towards being saved from the wrath of God 
 

C. Note the mercy present - oh the mercy of God - the Lord of Hosts - the King of Heaven’s Armies 
- he has left offspring  
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1. DIDN’T HAVE TOO! THEY VIOLATED THE COVENANT - Didn’t have leave offspring - recipients 
of mercy - out of the riches of his mighty heart of love HE HAS CHOSEN TOO 

2. AT THE HIGHEST COST 
a) JUDGEMENT EXECUTED ON HIS SON AT THE CROSS SO OBJECTS OF MERCY WILL NEVER 

EXPERIENCE THAT JUDGMENT  
(1) We will look at our responsibility - receive by faith (9:30-31) - God wants us to know 

- his sovereign mercy - his gracious choosing - precedes that faith  
3. Modern Israel - NOT MY PEOPLE IF THEY REJECT CHRIST - Deserving of our love and 

evangelism but away with notions that the modern nation of Israel is somehow saved 
because of ethnic heritage - chapter 11 hardening - the day is coming when the full number 
will come in  
 

D. Application  
1. Ours is not to endlessly speculate or foist our little systematic, philosophical schemes upon 

the Word of God - Ours is to worship with grateful hearts  
a) We have been included in the covenant promises of God to save for himself a people, a 

family comprised from every tribe, tongue, nation, ethnicity  
 

The vessels of mercy see the wealth of God’s glory when God demonstrates his wrath and makes 
known his power on the vessels of wrath, and when they recognize that the only difference between 
the vessels of wrath and themselves is the mere mercy of God. They see God’s judgment. They feel 
the awful force of it. They know they deserve it too. In view of God’s justice, the wonder of mercy 
melts them. (James Hamilton, God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment, p. 455) 
 

b) Does his mercy melt you? Oh, how soft and pliable and open to God we should be in 
light of his mercy  

2. Mission - JUDGMENT IS COMING - COMPASSION AND ZEAL - THEY MUST HEAR WE MUST 
GO - informed by God’s sovereign mercy  
 

Evangelistic effort should be free from any hint of manipulation, coercion, or impatience, and they 
should not bear the burden of thinking that their own mistakes and failures have prevented someone 
from believing the gospel. God is sovereign and merciful, and so nothing can separate from his love 
those whom he has called to be his people. (Frank Thielman, ZECNT: Romans, p. 470) 
 

a) Do what we can - fumbling efforts - and go to sleep at night  
 

Illustration: The child of a friend - FAITHFUL EFFORTS IN CHALLENGE - boy puts his faith in Christ - 
FRONT ROW SEAT TO GOD’S EFFECTUAL CALL - LIVE - MERCY APPLIED - THIS IS GOD’S DOING AND IT IS 
MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES. 
 
Close  
 
Jesus is the most successful person in the world - he will receive the reward of his suffering 
 “Worthy are you to take the scroll 
  and to open its seals, 
 for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
  from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
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 [10] and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
  and they shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9-10) 
 
God is applying the blood ransoming blood of the Son of God in showing mercy to Jew  
and Gentiles according to his free and sovereign will.  
 
Let us be those upon hearing the Word receive it with joy. Renewing our minds by his Word. Letting him 
shape the contours of our understanding of who he is and who we are.  
 
So that you - may Experience the un-distilled, unvarnished, straight up, personal affection and love of 
God - he has mercied you into his people, he has loved you into his family.  
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