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Answering Objections 
Romans 9:14-24 

 
Intro 
 
We continue this morning to peer into the glories and mysteries of the sovereignty of God in him looking 
down upon a world filled with people he has created with fists raised against him in sin and out of the 
counsel of his own wisdom and will, he has decided to choose and redeem a people for his own 
possession. 
 
Looking at the doctrine of the God’s election, his predestination of sinners to receive his mercy and 
grace in Christ.   
 
I might guess that there may be some present for whom this doctrine provokes irritation, you feel an 
innate pushback against the teaching of Scripture that God sovereignly elects certain people, apart from 
anything good or bad they have done, to receive the blessings of the risen Christ of the cross.  
 
Many conversations on this topic - “you into that predestination thing? Don’t you believe John 3:16?” - 
well, yes I am, thanks for asking, you should be too for for divine election and predestination as revealed 
in God’s Word are realties to be submitted to and in the end to rejoice over with humble gratitude.  
 
Confident of this - I cannot argue you into it - In my experience one is not convinced of these deep and 
weighty matters through aggressive arguing and definitely not through self-righteous posturing. Here is 
what I believe, you need to see it in Scripture. And I would add that all doctrine and theology should be 
derived through study and apprehending of what is contained in the Word of God.  
 
Continue to dig into Romans 9 and the doctrines of God’s grace, our text God through the inspired 
apostle interacts with misgivings we may have, questions we might ask  
 
Kind of God to interact with our objections - doesn’t need to - here it is simply believe it. Takes us by the 
hand and leads us through mysteries - great and weighty things 
 
My prayer is that we would work our way through this section of Romans 9 with humility and openness 
to God - in fact my prayer is that the effect and fruit of our time in these verses would be a fresh 
openness to God, fresh amazement at his mercy and grace, fresh resolves to glorify him and worship 
him as he is  
 
Two Points - Two Objections in the form of questions if God sovereignly elects certain people to receive 
the blessings of his mercy and grace  

I. Is God Unjust?  
II. II. Why Does He Find Fault?  

 
I. Is God Unjust? (14-18) 

A. v. 14 “What shall we say then?” - what shall we say in light of verses 6-12 generally and v. 10-12 
specifically?  
 

B. Jews have rejected - v. 6 God’s Word has not failed - describes the workings of God in and 
through his promises to create a people of blessing 
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1. Abraham and Isaac - God’s promises are secured according to his will and specific choosing - 
not through just any offspring of Abraham, the chosen offspring Isaac  

2. That chosen offspring Isaac and his wife Rebekah get pregnant - mostly Rebekah - with 
twins Jacob and Esau  
 

[11] though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's 
purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— [12] she was 
told, “The older will serve the younger.” (Romans 9:11-12) 
 

C. Principle is being drawn from Scripture to help us see and understand God’s workings in 
election  
1. God has made a specific promise to create for himself a people in his way and according to 

his will  
2. That promise is being fulfilled according to his purpose in sovereignly electing undeserving 

people into his promise 
 

D. v. 14 Objection - that doesn’t appear to be just - isn’t it unfair for God to choose one over 
another apart from their actions - horrible person or virtuous?  
1. Is there injustice on God’s part? BY NO MEANS! Emphatic and we’ve seen this before 

Romans 6:1 - sin so grace abound? BY NO MEANS! 
2. V. 15 turns again to the Scriptures to make his argument.  

 
Illustration: Exodus 32 - the issue of the golden calf - God declares he will wipe them out - Moses 
intercedes - show me your glory  
 
[17] And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found 
favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” [18] Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” [19] And 
he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The 
LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show 
mercy. (Exodus 33:17-19) 
 

E. God is not unjust in showing mercy to those whom he chooses because mercy is not receiving 
justice. Mercy is holding back that which is justly due 
1. In our sin and rebellion against God - idolatry in preferring a million things to him - justice is 

strictly defined is receiving the condemnation and judgment of a Holy God - if you want 
justice there it is  

2. All are deserving of the righteous wrath of God but God - out of the bounty of his mighty 
heart chooses to show mercy to whom he wills - he chooses to have compassion on 
whomever he wills - does not violate his justice 
 

Consider a rich person who decides to choose twenty inner-city kids and guarantee their full college 
tuition. There are literally thousands of equally worthy recipients. And this rich woman could help a 
lot more than twenty children. But can anyone say that since has helped some, she is being unfair to 
everyone else? No. She has no particular obligation to help any of the children. Since all she has given 
is sheer mercy, there can be not talk about being “unfair.” (Tim Keller, Romans for You, p. 65) 
 

a) Does not mean that God simply overlooks or ignore the offense - THAT WOULD 
VIOLATE HIS JUSTICE - rather at the cross we see that righteousness and peace have 
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kissed  
 

[23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25] whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. [26] It was to show his righteousness at the present time, 
so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:23-26) 
 

3. In Christ God shows mercy and compassion to those who deserve judgment  
a) Mercy is unearned and undeserved and yet God because he is supremely kind and 

gracious is placing mercy upon those whom he has chosen for his people  
 

F. V. 16 So then - It = God’s mercy - is not given to those who work hard enough or exert enough 
energy to be righteous before him - his mercy is completely dependent upon God himself who 
has mercy  
1. 9:11 - not because of works but because of him who calls 

 
G. v. 17-18 Paul turns to Pharaoh to illustrate - Ex. 9:16 - Pharaoh who had enslaved the people of 

God in Egypt and through Moses God would liberate them - He declares his sovereign will in 
Pharaoh’s hard-heartedness against God - God had promised that he would harden Pharaoh’s 
heart and so he did  
1. I raised you up that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed 

in the earth - so then he has mercy on whomever he wills and he hardens whomever he 
wills 
a) What does it mean that he hardens? Does it mean that people are going along living a 

jolly good life and God intervenes and makes them hardened against his will and his 
Christ?  
(1) Hardening of Pharaohs heart throughout the Exodus account - Pharaoh hardened 

his heart - God hardened his heart - v. 18 God hardens - which is it? Yes! 
 

God’s hardening of Pharaoh’s heart was a “giving him over” to his own stubbornness. Pharaoh 
decided to resist God. God reinforced him in that position. God gave Pharaoh what he chose. When 
God hardens someone, he doesn’t create the hardness; he simply allows the person to go his or her 
own way. God hardens those he wants to harden. And all those whom he hardens want to be 
hardened. (Tim Keller, Romans for You, p. 66) 
 

2. Whether in showing mercy or in hardening God is working his divine purpose to create a 
blessed people 
a) v. 17 to show his power so that his name might be proclaimed in the all the earth. God 

is sovereignly working in and through sinful people - even turning the king’s heart in his 
hand like a stream of water to accomplish the greatest good we could want - working 
his power in hardening and in showing mercy to the glory of his name 
 

H. Application 
1. All present who have entrusted themselves to the Lord Jesus Christ should be daily amazed 

and in wonder - we’ve received mercy - God has chosen to show us mercy - we don’t 
deserve mercy - he could have handed us over to our own sinful desires - he has intervened 
with mercy and compassion! 
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2. Personally, involved to have mercy and compassion upon you - feel the affection and 
kindness and grace of God  
 

II. Why Does He Find Fault? (19-24) 
A. V. 19 Second objection - if God wills to have mercy on some, apart from their will and exertion 

but according to his Sovereign will in holding back deserved judgment in and through the 
person and cross work of Jesus Christ - his power working to harden whom he wills - who can 
rest his will? And if his will can’t be resisted then why does, he fault me for my hard heart - if it 
is according to his sovereign will? Isn’t God then unfair  
 

B. v. 20 - those who might want to sidestep the absolute nature of God’s sovereignty in election - 
if it looks like absolute sovereignty IT IS! Paul could have taken the opportunity to back pedal a 
little bit but instead he doubles down, he goes all in - he doesn’t correct the conclusion that God 
is absolute in his sovereignty - “oh it’s not that stark” - he corrects those who would “answer 
back to God” in this way - those who would contend with him   
1. Who are you, O man to answer back to God? You a mere man to contend against his will 

and workings? Whoah, strong medicine.  
 

C. V. 20-23 Paul employs a pottery making metaphor  
1. When a potter sits down at his wheel - does he not have the right to decide what he will 

create? Or will the lump of clay in front of him dictate terms or having been created shall 
the vessel say to the potter “why have made me like this?” 
 

Illustration: Potter makes a bowl - “I wanted to be a cup…” - this isn’t a negotiation - my daughter 
makes a bizarre 3 story dwelling for her Lego friends with a slide from the 3rd story window into the 
living room and stairways to nowhere - the Legos shall not declare “why have you made me this way? I 
wanted to be a hospital or spaceship. We all know Legos can’t talk but if one has stepped on one while 
walking through the house in bare feet, one might be suspicious that there is an evil will at work in those 
little toy bricks.  
 

D. He is the potter; we are the clay - we must position ourselves properly in our understanding of 
the universe 
  

…you thought that I was one like yourself. But now I rebuke you and lay the charge before you. (Psalm 
50:21b) 
 

1. He is the potter - God in his transcendent, creative might 
a) We are like clay - we are his malleable materials that he may shape as he wishes - 

objections like v. 19 are the arguments of those who bring a charge against him wrongly 
supposing that he is somewhat similar to us  

b) Does not the potter have the right to make the clay into whatever he wants?  
(1) Israel - corporate? Differentiating between different, individual people  

(a) God is working his will throughout his creation - creating both vessels for 
honorable and dishonorable use - purpose  
i) To show his righteous wrath in executing his justice in punishing 

unrepentant sinners 
ii) Make known his sovereign power in judgment and salvation  
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c) Vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? Who has prepared? We have prepared 
ourselves for destruction through our sin and unless God intervenes that is our end - 
every unrepentant sinner will display the justice and power of God in the day of his 
wrath 
(1) Unless one’s heart is softened, they will face this terrible reality  

(a) Patience - God could destroy in instantly - patient even as the Gospel is 
proclaimed and whosever will may come out of sin and hardness of heart and 
into Christ  

(b) Consequence free life? Don’t mistake patience with overlooking and ignoring - 
God must not be too “judgey” 

(2) Patience ended - promise of judgment final  
d) More - in all of this he is making known the riches of his glory to vessels of mercy - even 

the revelation of his wrath is in order to make known the riches of his glory  which HE 
prepared beforehand for glory - v. 22 - not God prepared - v. 23 God has prepared the 
objects of his mercy for glory  
(1) V. 24 US WHOM HE HAS CALLED - Jew and Gentile - a people from every tribe, 

tongue, and nation - mercy and compassion - sovereign grace - vessels of mercy  
(a) How does revelation of wrath make known the riches of his glory to us? His holy 

mercy and holy love is magnified against the backdrop of his holy wrath 
 

Illustration: The warmth of spring after a long winter - appreciated and enjoyed more 
 
[15] The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. [16] But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as 
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to 
believe in him for eternal life. [17] To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:15-17) 
 

2. God is making known and displaying his glory and grace to the world through his sovereign 
election of sinful, undeserving people to receive his mercy in Jesus Christ  

3. In the coming ages he will show to us the riches of his kindness  
 

E. Application 
1. GREAT MYSTERIES but we must be careful not locate ourselves in v. 19-20 - not talking 

about puzzling through the mysteries and genuinely entrusting our questions to God with 
humility  
 

The wonder is not that some are saved and others are not, but that anybody is saved at all. For we 
deserve nothing at God’s hand but judgment. If we receive what we deserve (which is judgment), or if 
we receive what we do not deserve (which is mercy), in neither case is God unjust. If therefore 
anybody is lost, the blame is theirs, but if anybody is saved, the credit is God’s. This antinomy contains 
a mystery which our present knowledge cannot solve; but it is consistent with Scripture, history and 
experience. (John Stott, BST: Romans, pp. 269-270) 
 

a) Antinomy - an apparent paradox but not contradictory - Compatibilism - get 
comfortable with mystery 
(1) Whosever will may come to Christ and receive his grace AND No-one may come 

unless he be drawn by the Father  
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(2) That God sovereign elects, predestines, effectually calls, regenerates us AND we 
must choose to repent and believe  

(3) SPURGEON - RECONCILE DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY AND HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY  
b) Source of great comfort and joy - v. 23 - GLORY - Romans 8 - GLORY TO BE REVEALED - 

WE ARE JUST ON THE FRINGE OF THE FRONT END OF ETERNITY! 
c) In these days of the patience of God - WE WHO HAVE RECEIVED how can we not engage 

in the mission of Jesus Christ to see his name proclaimed in all the earth  
 

Close  
 
Isn’t it kind of God to address objections we may have.  
 
I want to argue that the Scriptures appear inform a Calvinistic, reformed understanding of the 
sovereignty of God rather than an Arminian - that God is not sovereign in his mercy and grace but his 
mercy is contingent on us - corridors of time and chose on the basis of who would have faith.  
 
I want for you to be amazed and to marvel at the grace of God - only contribution is your sin  
 
And yet, wherever you are in your understanding - we may worship Christ together in truth - 
BIOGRAPHER OF CHARLES SIMEON 18TH CENTURY - CONVERSATION WITH JOHN WESLEY 
 
Sir, I understand that you are called an Arminian; and I have been sometimes called a Calvinist; and 
therefore, I suppose we are to draw daggers.  But before I consent to begin the combat, with your 
permission I will ask you a few questions.  Pray, Sir, do you feel yourself a depraved creature, so 
depraved that you would never have thought of turning to God, if God had not first put it into your 
heart? 
Yes, I do indeed. 
And do you utterly despair of recommending yourself to God by anything you can do; and look for 
salvation solely through the blood and righteousness of Christ? 
Yes, solely through Christ. 
But, Sir, supposing you were at first saved by Christ, are you not somehow or other to save yourself 
afterwards by your own works? 
No, I must be saved by Christ from first to last. 
Allowing, then, that you were first turned by the grace of God, are you not in some way or other to 
keep yourself by your own power? 
No. 
What then, are you to be upheld every hour and every moment by God, as much as an infant in its 
mother's arms? 
Yes, altogether. 
And is all your hope in the grace and mercy of God to preserve you unto His heavenly kingdom? 
Yes, I have no hope but in Him. 
Then, Sir, with your leave I will put up my dagger again; for this is all my Calvinism; this is my election 
my justification by faith, my final perseverance: it is in substance all that I hold, and as I hold it; and 
therefore, if you please, instead of searching out terms and phrases to be a ground of contention 
between us, we will cordially unite in those things where in we agree. (Moule, Charles Simeon, p. 
79ff.) 
 

http://www.desiringgod.org/topics/calvinism
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