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The Power and Glory of the Gospel 
Romans Chapters 1-8 

 
Intro 
 
Ephrat Livni - Stop Being Positive and Just Cultivate Neutrality for Existential Cool:  
Understand that everything is tentative and you won’t be let down by your own expectations. 
 
“Neutrality sets us free. It helps us see something more like the truth, what’s happening, instead of 
experiencing circumstances in relation to expectations and desires. This provides clarity and 
eliminates obstacles, making things neither awesome nor awful but cool.” 
 
“everything is relative and shifting, in an uncertain world with so many forces at play, the only thing 
that’s sure is that things could be different and won’t stay the same. You may as well stay neutral in that 
case, rather than get attached to a temporary state in which the glass is half full or half empty.” 
 
“Be wary, keep cool, understand that everything is tentative…Thoughts and feelings, it turns out, are 
fleeting, merely passing clouds.” 
 
While this may pass as a sort of Zen, unruffled way to navigate through life without viewing the glass 
half empty or full - THERE IS NO GLASS - and it is of course good and right to keep your wits about you 
and assess life with sobriety and objectivity I would suggest that fundamentally, a neutral view of the 
universe conflicts with normal, biblical Christianity to say nothing of how we should appropriately feel 
the joys and horrors  
 
When it comes to how we hear, understand, and process the Gospel. There can be no neutrality  
 
[15] For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who 
are perishing, [16] to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. 
Who is sufficient for these things? (2 Corinthians 2:15-16) 
 
Each time we hear the Gospel we may have a positive or negative experience but what we never have is 
a neutral reaction. 
 
Hold on fella - I’m not down on Christianity - I don’t find it interesting - apathy is a kind of hardening 
against God - maybe especially - to treat God as uninteresting  
 
Neutrality is simply hostility masked - death  
 
Or one hears the Gospel and there is an openness to the grace of God fresh and growing openness to 
God himself. Never neutrality  
 
And if we understand the claims of the Gospel the promises of all we have in Christ well - the Glass is 
always overflowing - cup runneth over - though circumstances, sin, trials, suffering can cloud our 
perspective  
 
We are getting back into Romans but before we move ahead in chapter 9 I think it would serve each of 
us to be reminded of the road we have traveled so far over the last 48 sermons in chapters 1-8 
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Or if you’ve joined us over the summer - draw you in 
 
Opportunity to reacquaint, re-acclimate. Romans 1-8 is the greatest, most thorough explanation of the 
Gospel in all of Scripture. Ch. 9 marks a transition so let’s take some time to reacquaint ourselves with 
the power and the glory of the Gospel in Rom. 1-8 
 
Let us do so without any pretense of neutrality, let us hear this unspeakably great news of the grace of 
God afresh, not with existential cool, but with joy, with gratefulness in our hearts with fresh resolve to 
be please the God of all grace.  
 
Romans is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but occupy 
himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. It can never be read or pondered too much, 
and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes, the better it tastes. (Martin Luther, 
Preface to the Epistle to the Romans) 
 
Read and ponder these precious words I. The Main Point II. The Flow of the Argument III. How Then 
Shall We Live? Keep your Bible open… 
 
I. The Main Point 

 
A. Letter written to Christians in Rome, Paul being the divinely appointed Apostle and messenger 

to this church  
 

B. It appears that there has been division between Jews and Gentiles - in due course we shall 
discover more of this - Paul at the outset of the letter, after introducing himself makes this 
statement - the main point and thesis of the whole letter  
 

[16] For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. [17] For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17) 
 

1. His argument - an amazing claim for as Milton Vincent puts it: 
 

Outside of heaven, the power of God in its highest density is found inside the gospel. This must be so, 
for the Bible twice describes the gospel as “the power of God.” Nothing else in all of Scripture is ever 
described in this way, except for the Person of Jesus Christ. Such a description indicates that the 
gospel is not only powerful, but that is the ultimate entity in which God’s power resides and does its 
greatest work (Milton Vincent in A Gospel Primer for Christians, pp. 14-15) 
 

2. The great equalizer - Jew first and also the Greek (gentiles) - Important note to lock away 
for the argument of chapters 9-11 
 

C. The main point - the greatness and power of the Gospel - nothing else described this way 
except for the person of Jesus Christ - and as we must understand is that the good news of the 
Gospel cannot be separated from the person and work of Jesus Christ - we must never perceive 
the Gospel as a “thing” apart from Christ but that Christ is the fountain from which the grace of 
God in every heavenly blessing pours into all who put their faith in him  
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II. The Flow of the Argument 
 
A. The Reality of Sin and Wrath - 1:18-3:20 

 
[18] For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. [19] For what can be known about God is plain 
to them, because God has shown it to them. (Romans 1:18-19) 
 

1. God has revealed himself in and through his creation - e.g. Psalm 19 “the heavens declare 
the glory of God”  

2. Men and women in our sin willfully suppress the knowledge of God in unrighteousness - 
may be blind to our suppression - there is cosmic treason against the Creator that works 
itself out in sin as we read further in Ch. 1  
a) Lusts, disordered passions (homosexuality), debased mind = coveting, envy, murder, 

gossip, so other (same argument as homo) 
(1) There is righteous judgment from God against us in our sin - holy wrath revealed 

from heaven as the just response to our rebellion 
3. Whether the most zealously sinful pagan or religious Jew Paul says - all stand under God’s 

wrath because of sin - 2:5 - day of wrath - God shows no partiality  
 

Illustration: Snorting cocaine at the strip club or church 3x a week with choir practice thrown in for good 
measure - in ourselves we stand underneath wrath 
 

4. 2:17-29 - Jews tempted because of their historic relationship with God - very oracles of God 
- tempted to believe that heritage or ethnic identity would shield them from judgment  
 

Illustration: Christian because of being American or parents  
 

5. The distillation of the argument in 3:11-18 - quoting Ps. 14 and 53 
 

[10] as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; [11] no one understands; no one seeks for God. 
[12] All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 
(Romans 3:10-12) 
 

6. Bleak picture - apart from grace all under judgment and wrath - may be tempted to avoid - 
you don’t want me to avoid - unless we understand our dire condition we will not be 
humbled and position to experience the glories that immediately follow in 3:21-8:32 
 

B. The Grace of Justification  
1. WRATH - BUT NOW - 2 WORDS  

 
[21] But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and 
the Prophets bear witness to it— [22] the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 
who believe. For there is no distinction: [23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] 
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25] whom God 
put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. [26] It was to show 
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his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:21-26) 
 

C. Insufficient righteousness to commend us to our holy God - helpless to avert the wrath of God - 
GOD HAS ENTERED INTO TO TIME SPACE HISTORY IN AND THROUGH HIS OWN SON - SPOTLESS 
LAMB - DYING AS THE SUBSTITUTE FOR SINNERS - PROPITIATING - SATISFYING - PROVIDING A 
RIGHTEOUSNESS TO COVER OUR SIN AND ESTABLISH US INNOCENT BEFORE GOD - GRACE - 
UNDERSERVED - DIES FOR ENEMIES JUSTIFIES THE UNGODLY  
1. Whether Jew or gentile - grievous sinner or seemingly moral upright - all need this grace of 

justification  
 

D. Received by faith - empty hands - open mouth - apart from works  
1. Ch. 4 he provides us with OT examples Abraham believed God and it was counted as 

righteousness - and the great sinner and saint King David 
 

[7] “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;[8] blessed is the 
man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” (Romans 4:7-8) 
 

2. God has provided the divine remedy for the disaster that is our lives in the Gospel - he 
justifies the ungodly so that we stand right before him  
 

Righteousness is a validating performance record which opens doors. When you want a job, you send 
in a resume. It has all the experiences and skills that make you (you hope!) worthy of the position. 
You send it in and say: Look at this. Accept me!…Outside of the gospel, we must develop a 
righteousness and offer it to God, and say (hopefully and anxiously): Accept me. The gospel says that 
God has developed a perfect righteousness, and he offers it to us, and by it we are accepted. (Tim 
Keller, Romans For You, p. 79-80) 
 

3. Having trusted Christ - No matter how we feel or even when we sin as we cling to the risen 
Christ of the cross, we are completely accepted by God for Jesus sake 
 

The weakest believer and the strongest saint are alike and equally justified. Justification admits no 
degrees. A man is either wholly justified or wholly condemned in the sight of God. (William Plumer) 
 

E. Furthermore Ch. 5 we have peace with God - a new and living hope that not only accepted but 
acceptance assures us entry into the future glories of eternity in a redeemed heavens and earth  
1. Justification WARDROBE DOOR  
2. Rejoice even in our sufferings - WORKING IN US - HIS LOVE POURED INTO OUR HEARTS 

GROWING ENDURANCE AND HOPE 
 

F. Ch. 6 we receive grace, pardon, justification IN CHRIST - not things that he gives apart from 
himself - through faith we are united with Christ in his death to sin and resurrection to newness 
of life  
1. SIN SO GRACE ABOUNDS? Out enslavement to sin - into a living, transforming union - once 

slaves to sin - transferred out of the realm of sin into the reign of grace - and into imperfect 
but sincere lives of obedience to God - we consider ourselves dead to sin’s controlling 
enslaving - we belong to God  
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[12] Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. [13] Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for 
righteousness. [14] For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under 
grace. (Romans 6:12-14) 
 

2. We experience the transforming grace of the Lord Jesus Christ as we are joined in union to 
him - obedience not so that we can be right with God - that is taken care of - BECAUSE WE 
HAVE BEEN MADE RIGHT IN CHRIST - ACT LIKE WE ARE! 
 

As a Christian, you are to surrender your mind, your heart, your will, your arms, your legs, your eyes, 
your ears, your mouth, indeed every part of the complex make-up that constitutes you as a human 
being. Each part is to be surrendered and yielded to God, so that your mind is committed to 
righteousness, your heart is committed to righteousness, your ears are committed to righteousness, 
your legs are committed to righteousness. We cannot yield part of ourselves to righteousness and the 
rest to unrighteousness. We are called to yield our entire selves as instruments of righteousness to 
God. That’s the response of a justified person; a person who commits his whole life to God. (R.C. 
Sproul, The Gospel of God, p. 115) 
 

a) RESPONSE TO GRACE ALREADY PROVIDED 
 

G. Ch. 7 we are informed that we’ve been released from viewing the commandments of God - law-
keeping - as the means to stand right before God - in Christ we are given the Spirit of God - we 
serve God not in the old way looking at our track record - in the new way of the Spirit and bear 
fruit that pleases God  
1. The Law of God isn’t the problem - the presence of indwelling sin - power broken - presence 

remains that when we encounter the law as the means by which we stand right before God 
rather than in Christ - aggravates - or we dumb it down to make it doable  
 

Illustration: Women who doesn’t want to read the Bible  
 

2. We can all locate ourselves at times in 7:15 
For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
(Romans 7:15) 
 

3. STILL SIN - We may well cry “who will deliver me from this body of sin” but also shout with 
joy “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ” WHO GIVE US THE VICTORY OVER SIN 
 

H. We are moved into Ch. 8 - life in the Spirit - the only kind of truly Christian life - not reserved for 
the spiritual dynamos but every Christian  
 

Illustration: A gnat could more easily lift the earth  
 

1. Begins and ends with grace - no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus  
 

Paul is saying that a Christian is a person who has been taken entirely outside the realm of any 
possible or conceivable condemnation. The Christian has finished with the realm of condemnation; he 
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has been taken right out of it; he has nothing more to do with it. (Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Romans, p. 
271) 
 

2. The Spirit sets us free - live according to the Spirit - fight sin but from a position of no 
condemnation - mind set on the things of the Spirit - Gospel, Word  

3. Empowered by the Spirit and energized by Grace - put sin to death - stone-cold sin killers  
4. The Holy Spirit leads us into the awareness of our identity - adoption - children who cry out 

to God Abba Father! DEAR FATHER! 
5. Heirs of the promise of the future glory coming in the day of Christ - reminded in our 

suffering - 8:18-30 speaks to how the Spirit helps us in our suffering  
a) God knows - The world is fallen as we labor under the cures of sin and death - can be a 

terrible place - corruption - groaning for freedom - COMING AT RETURN  
b) We groan too - but our sufferings are not worth comparing to the glory that is coming - 

the Spirit groans too - intercedes - prays on our behalf - helps us in our weakness  
6. AS WE WAIT IN OUR SUFFERINGS - 8:28 God works all things for our good - conforming us 

to the image of his Son - CERTAIN AND SURE UNDER HIS SOVEREIGN DECREE  
 

And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those 
whom he justified he also glorified. (Romans 8:30) 
 

I. LIKE PAUL IN 8:31 WHAT SHALL WE SAY TO ALL THESE THINGS - GLORIES OF GRACE - GOD IS 
FOR US! WHO CAN BE AGAINST US - HE DIDN’T SPARE HIS OWN SON BUT GAVE HIM UP HOW 
WE HE NOT GRACIOUSLY WITH HIM GIVE US ALL THINGS?  
1. In the end of all of this God wants us to be sure, confident, assured of his everlasting love  

 
[38] For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 
 

2. BEHOLD! BEHOLD THE POWER AND THE GLORY OF THE GOSPEL! 
a) BRING THE BAND UP  

 
III. How Then Shall We Live? 

 
A. No neutrality - reject or enter in - call to unbelievers 

  
B. Application  

1. Assurance  
 

“When the devil accuses us and says, ‘You are a sinner and therefore damned,’ we should answer, 
‘Because you say I am a sinner, I will be righteous and saved.’  ‘No,’ says the devil, ‘you will be 
damned.’  And I reply, ‘No, for I fly to Christ, who gave himself for my sins.  Satan, you will not prevail 
against me when you try to terrify me by setting forth the greatness of my sins and try to bring me 
into heaviness, distrust, despair, hatred, contempt and blasphemy against God.  On the contrary, 
when you say I am a sinner, you give me armor and weapons against yourself, so that with your own 
sword I may cut your throat and tread you under my feet, for Christ died for sinners. . . . As often as 
you object that I am a sinner, so often you remind me of the benefit of Christ my Redeemer, on whose 
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shoulders, and not on mine, lie all my sins.  So, when you say I am a sinner, you do not terrify me but 
comfort me immeasurably.’” (Martin Luther) 
 

2. Sanctification  
a) Make it our aim to please the one who has shown and continues to show us such mercy 

and grace - ROMANS 12:1 I APPEAL TO YOU… 
3. Mission  

 
For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh. (Romans 9:3) 
 

a) How can we keep this to ourselves? 
b) Neighbors and the nations!  

4. Joy in suffering - glory is coming - Spirit with us now  
 

Illustration: The Last Battle - Pevensie children have died in a train accident and they are now in a land 
of absolute beauty as the find themselves whole and strong and tireless, running across the gorgeous 
hills and streams and forests and they see Aslan coming to them jumping from mountain to mountain 
and across cliffs and chasms. “Aslan turned to them and said: “You do not yet look so happy as I mean 
you to be.” Coming ages, he show us the riches of his kindness The promise of his grace  
 
Close 
Oh, we cannot be neutral, maintain our existential cool when it comes to this good news of the risen 
Christ of the cross  
The question is not, Does the gospel promise enough to thrill our hearts? The question is, Does our 
faith have the elasticity to stretch out far enough to match the grandeur of the promises of God? Ray 
Ortlund Jr., Supernatural Living for Natural People, pp. 93) 
 
As we sing The Gospel Song and recount the grace of God’s commitment and love toward us - let us 
stretch out our faith further than we ever have so that our faith will match the grandeur of the promises 
of God 
In this we honor the Lord Jesus Christ and bring great glory to his name as the grateful, joyful trophies of 
his grace 
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